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GIL B L A S 



THE AUTHOR'S DECLARATION. 



■ » *■ 



There are some people in the world so mischiev- 
ous as not to read a work without applying the 
vicious or ridiculous characters it may happen to 
contain to eminent or poprdar individuals. I pro- 
test publicly against the pretended discovefy of any 
such likenesses. My purpose was to represent hu- 
man life historically as it exists : God forbid I shordd 
hold myself out as a portrait-painter. Let not the 
reader then take to himself public property ; for if 
he does, he may chance to throw an unlucky light 
on his own character : as Phaedrus expresses it, 
Stulte nudabit animi conscientiam. 

Certain physicians of Castille, as well as of France, 
are sometimes a little too fond of trying the bleeding 
and lowering system on their patients. Vices, their 
patrons, and their dupes, are of every day's occur- 
rence. To be sure, I have not always adopted Span- 
ish manners with scrupulous exactness ; and in the 

(5) 



6 TUE AUTHOR'S DECLARATION, 

instance of the players at Madrid, those who know 
their disorderly modes of living may reproach me 
with softening down their coarser traits : but this I 
have been induced to do from a sense of delicacy, 
and in conformity with the nianners of my own 
country. 



GIL BLAS TO THE READER. 



Reader ! hark you, my friend ! Do not begin 
the story of my life till I have told you a short tale. 

Two students travelled together from Penafiel to 
Salamanca. Finding thcmselvea tired and tliirsty, 
they atoi)ped by tlie side of a spring on the road. 
While fliey were resting there, after having quenched 
their thirst, by chance they espied on a stone near 
them, even with the ground, part of an inscription, 
in some degree elFaced by tune, and by the tread of 
flocks in the liabit of watering at that spring. Hav- 
ing washed the stone, they were able to trace these 
words in the dialect of Caatille : Aqui esid encerrada 
el alma del licenciado Pedro Garcias. " Here lies 
interred the soul of the licentiate Peter Garcias." 

Hey-ilay! roars out the younger, a lively, heed- 
less fellow, who coidd not get on with his decipher- 
ing for laughter: This is a good joke indeed: "Here 
lies inteiTcd the soul." ... A soul interretl ! . ■ ■ 
I should like to know tlie whimsical author of this 
ludicrous epitaph. AVith tliia sneer he got up to go 
(7) 



8 GIL BLAS TO THE READER, 

away. His companion, who had more sense, said 
within himself: Underneath this stone lies some 
mystery ; I will stay, and see the end of it. Ac- 
cordingly, he let his comrade depart, and without 
loss of time began digging romid about the stone 
with his knife till he got it up. Under it he found 
a purse of leather, containing a hundred ducats, 
with a card on which was written these words in 
Latin : " Whoever thou art who hast wit enough to 
discover the meaning of the inscription, I appoint 
thee my heir, in the hope thou wilt make a better 
use of my fortune than I have done ! " The student, 
out of his wits at the discovery, replaced the stone 
in its former position, and set out again on the Sala- 
manca road with the soul of the licentiate in his 
pocket. 

Now, my good friend and reader, no matter who 
you are, you must be like one or the other of these 
two students. If you cast your eye over my adven- 
tures without fixing it on the moral concealed under 
them, you will derive very little benefit from the 
perusal : but if you read with attention you will find 
that mixture of the usefrd with the agreeable, so 
successfidly prescribed by Horace. 
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CHAPTER T. 



My fadier, Bias of SantJllanc, ailcr having borne 
anna for a long time in the Spanish eervicc, retired 
to his nadve place. There he married a charnber- 

' maid who was not exactly in^er teens, and I made 
my debut on tUs stage ten months after niarriajfe. 

I They afterwards went to live at Oviedo, where my 
mother got into service, and my father obtained a 

\ situation equally adapted to his capacities as a squire. 
Aa their wages were their fortune, I might have got 
my education aa I could, had it not been for an 
uncle of mine in the town, a canon; by name Gil 
Perez, He was my mother's eldest brother, and my 
godfather. Figure to yourself a littJe fellow, three 
feet and a half high, as fat as you can com^eive, with 
a head sunk deep between bis shoulders, and you 
have my uncle to the life. For the rest of his qual- 
ities, be was an ecclesiastic, and of course thoiight 
of nothing but good living, I mean in the flesh as 

(131 



X4 GIL BLAS. 

well as in the spirit, with the nieana of which good 
living hia stall, no leun one, provided Mm. 

He took nie home to liis o*vn house from my in- 
fancy, and van tlie rit^k of my bringing up. I struck 
him as so brisk a lad, that he resolved to cidtivate 
my talents. He bought me a primer, and undertook 
my tuition as far aa reading went : which was not 
aiuisa for himself as well as for me ; since by teach- 
ing me my letters he brushed up his own learning, 
which had not been pursued in a very Bcholnstic 
manner ; and, by dint of application, he got at last 
to read hia breviary out of band, which he had never 
been able to do before. He would have been verj- 
glad to hiive taught me Latin, to save expense, but, 
alas ! poor Gil Perez ! he had ne^'er skimmed the 
first piinciples of it in the whole course of hia life. 
I should not wonder if he was the most ignorant 
member of the chapter ; though on a subject involv- 
iug as many possibilities as there were canons, I 
presume not to pledge myself for anything like cer- 
tainty. To bo sure, I have heard it suggested, that 
he did not gain his proferment altogether by hia 
learning : but that he owed it exclusively to the 
gratitude of some good nuns whose discreet factor he 
Riid been, and who Lad credit enough to procure 
him tlie order af priesthood without the troublesome 
ceremony of an examination. 

He was obliged therefore to place me under the 
correction of a master, so that I was sent to Doctor 
Godineiz, who had the reputation of being the most 
accomplished pedant of Oviedo. I profited so well 



BIRTH AND EDUCATION. 

under hia instructions, that by the end of five or eix 
years I could read a Greek author or two, und had 
no very inadequate conception of the Latin poets. 
Besides mj classical studies, I applied to logic, 
which enabled me to become an expert arguer, I 
now fell in love w*ith discussions of all kinda to such 
an excess, that I stopped his majesty's subjects on 
the high road, acquaintance or strangers, no matter I 
and proposed some knotty point of controversy. ■ 
Sometimes I fell in with a clan of Irish, and an 
altercation never comes amiss to tUcm ! That was 
your time, if you are fond of a battle. Such ges- 
tures ! such grimaces ! such contortiona ! Our eyes 
sparkling, and our mouths foaming \ Those who 
did not take us for what we affected to be, philoso- 
pliers, must have set us down for maduien. 

But let that be as it will, I gained the reputation 
of no small learning in the town. My uncle was 
delighted, because be prudently considered that I 
should BO much the sooner cease to be chargeable to 
huu. Come here, Gil Bias, quoth lie one day, you 
are got to be a fine fellow. You are past seventeen, 
and a clever lad : you must bestir yourself, and get 
forward in tlie world. I think of sending you to ' 
the University of Salamanca : with your wit, you will 
easily get a good post. I wiU give you a few ducats 
for your journey, and my mule, which will letch ten 
or twelve pistoles at Salamanca, and with such a 
sum at setting out, you will be enabled to hold up 
your head till you get a situation. 

lie could not have proposed to me anytlung more 
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16 GIL BLAS. 

agreeable : for I was djing to see a little of life. 
At the Bamc time, I was not such a Cool as to Wtray 
my satififaction ; and when it came to the hour of 
parting, by the sensibility I discovered at taking 
leave of my dear uncle, to whom I was eo much 
obliged, and by calling in the stage effect of grief, I 
ao softened the good soul, that he put his hand 
deeper into Ms pocket tliaa he would have done, 
could he have pried into all that was passing in the 
interior of my hypocritical little heart. ' Before my 
departure I took a last leave of my papa and mam- 
ma, who loaded me with an ample inheritance of 
good advice. They enjoined me to pray to God for 
my uncle, to go honestly through the world, not to 
engage in any ill, and above all, not to lay my 
liandu on other people's property. After they bad 
lectured me for a good while, they made lue a pres- 
ent of their blessing, which was all my patrimony 
and all my expectation. As soon iis I had received 
it, I mounted my mule, and saw the outside of tfae 
town. 



CHAPTER IT. 



Here I am, then, on tlie other side of Oviedo, 
on the road to Pegnaflor, with the world before me, 
as yet my own muster, aa well as master of a bad 



JOURNEY TO PEONAFLOR. 

mule and forty good ducate, without reckoning on a 
little supplementary cash purloined fi-om my much- 
lionored imcle. The first thing I did was to let aiy 
mide go as the beast liked, that is to say, very lazi- 
ly. I dropped the rein, nnd ttdcing out my ducata, 
began to count them biu^kwards and forwards in my 
hat. I was out of my wits for joy, never having 
seen such a sum of money before, and could not help 
looking at it and sifting it through my fingers. I 
had counted it over about the twentieth time, when 
all at once my mule, with head raised and ears 
pricked up, stood stock still in the middle of the 
high road. I thought to be sure something was tlie 
matter ; looked about for a cause, and perceiving a 
hat upon tlie ground, with a rosary of large beads, 
at the same time lieard a lugubrious voice pronounce 
those woim : Pray, honored master, have pify on a 
poor maimed soldier ! Please to throw a few small 
pieces into tliis hat ; you aliall be rewarded for it in 
the other world. I looked immediately on the side 
whence the voice proceeded; and saw just by ft 
thicket, twenty or thirty paces from me, a sort of a 
soldier, who had mounted the barrel of a confounded 
long carbine on two cross sticks, and seemed to be 
taking aim at me. At a sight which made me trem- 
ble for the patrimony of the church committed to my 
care, I stopped short, made sure of my ducats, and 
taking out a little small change, as I rode by the hat, 
placed to receive the charity of t)iose quiet subjects 
who had not the courage to refuse it, dropped in my 
contribution in detail, to convince the soldier how 
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1^ OIL BLAS. 

nobly I dealt by him. He waa satisfied with my 
liberality, anil gave mc a bleaaing for ei-ery kick I 
gave my mule in my impatience to get out of his 
way; but the infernal beast, without partaking in 
the aliglitest degree of my itnpatieaee, went at the 
old Hteady pace. . A long custom of jogging on fair 
and softly und^ my uncle's weight .had obliterated 
every idea of that motion called a gallop. 

The prospect of my journey was not much im- 
proved by tliia adventure as a specimen. I con- 
sidered within myself that I had yet some distance 
to Salamanca,, and might, not iin|)robably, meet 
with something worse. My uncle seemed to have 
been very imprudent not to have consigned me to 
the care of a muleteer. That, to be sure, was what 
he ought to have done ; but his notion w^, that by 
giving me his mule my journey would DC clieaper ; 
and that entered moi-e into his calculation than the 
dangers in which I might be involved on the road. 
To retrieve his error, therefore, I resolved, if I had 
the good luck to arrive safe at Pegnaflor, to offer my 
mule for sale , and take the opportunity of a muleteer 
going to Astorga, whence I might get to Salamanca 
II by a similar conveyance. Though I had never been 

out of Oviedo, I waa acqmunted with the names of 

I the towns through which I waa to pass ; a species of 
information I took care to procure before my setting 
out. 
I got safe and sound to Pegnaflor, and stopped at 
the door of a very decent-looking inn. My foot was 
scarcely out of the stirrup before the landlord waa at 
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my side, overwhelnmig me with public-house civility. 
He untied my clcmk-bag with his own bands, swung , 
it across bis shoulders, and ushered my honor into a • 
room, while one of his men led my mule to the sta-- 
ble. This landlord, the most busy prattler of the 
Asturias, ready to bother you impertinently about 
his own concerns, and at the same time with a suf- 
ficient portion of curiosity to worm himself uito the 
knowledge of yOurs, was not long in telling me that 
his name waa Andreiv Corcuelo ; that he had seen 
some service as a sergeant in the army, which he had 
quitted fifteen months ago, and married a girl of 
Caatropol, who, though a little tawny or so, knew 
how to make both ends meet as well as tlie best of 
them. He told me a thousand things besides which 
he might just as well have kept private- Thinkin g 
himself entitled, after this voluntary confidence, to 
an equal share of mine, he asked me in a breath, 
and without fiirther preface, whence I came, whither 
I was going, and who I was. To all this I felt my- 
self bound to answer, article by article, because, 
though rather abrupt in asking them, he accom- 
panied each question with bo apologetic a bow, be-' 
Beeching nie with so submissive a grimace not to be 
offended at his curiosity, that I was drawn in to 
gratify it, whether I would or no. Thus by degrees 
did we get into a. long conversation, in the course of 
which I took occasion to hint, tliat I had some re&r 
sons for wishing to get rid of my mule, and travel 
under convoy of a muleteer. He seemed on tlie 
whole to approve of my plan, though he could not 



prevail with himself to tell me ao briefly ; for he in- 
troduced his remarks by descantiag on all the poaai- 
ble and probable mischances to which travellers are 
liable on the road, not omitting an awkwaixl atory 
now and then. I thought tho fcsllow would never 
have done. But the conclusion of the argument 
was, that if I wanted to sell my mule, he knew an 
honest jockey who woiUd take it oft' my hands. I 
begged he would do me the fevor to fetch him, which 
was no sooner said than done. 

On his return he introduced the purchaser, with a 
high encomium on hia integrity. We all three went 
into the yard, and the mule was brought out to show 
paces before the jockey, who set himself to examine 
the beast irom head to foot. His report was bad 
eoough. To be sure, it would not have been easy 
to make a good one ; but if it had been the pope's 
mule, and tliia fellow was to cheapen the bargain, it 
would have been just the some : nay, to speak with 
all due reverence, if he had been asked to give an 
opinion of the pope's great toe, from that diepora^ 
ging habit of liis, he would have pronounced it no 
better than the toe of any ordinary man. He laid 
it down therefore, as a principle, that the mule had 
all the defect-s a mule could have ; appeiding to the 
landlord for a confirmation of his judgment, who, 
doubtless, had reasons of hia own for not controvert- 
ing his friend's assertion. Well I says the jiwkey, 
with an air of indifference, what price have you the 
consciencMj to ask for this devil of an animal? After 
Boch a panegyric, and master Corcuelo's certificate. 



SELLS UJS MULE, 

whom I was fool enough to take for a fair-ilealing 
man and a good judge of liorsctlesh, they might have 
had the mule for nothing. I therefore told the deal- 
er that I threw myself on hia mercy : he must fix 
hie own eum, and I should expect no more. On 
thb, he began to affect the gentleman, and answered 
that I had found out the weak aide when I left it to 
his honor. He was right enough in that I His hon- 
or waa his weak side ! for instead of bidding up to 
my uncle'a estimate of ten or hvelve pistoles, the 
rascal had the impudence to offer three ducats, which 
I accepted with as light a heart aa if I had got tlie 
best of the bargain. 

Having diisencumbcred myself of my mule in bo 
tradeamanlike a manner, I went with my landlord to 
a carrier who was to set out early the next morning 
for Astorga, and engaged to call me up in time. 
When we had settled tlie hire of the mule, as well aa 
the expenses on tlie road, I fumed buck towards the 
inn with Corcuelo, who, aa we went along, got into 
the private history of this muleteer. When I had 
been pestered with all the tittle-tatde of the town 
about this fellow, the changes were just beginning 
to ring on some new subject; but, by good luck, a 
pretty-looking sort of a man very ci\'illy interrupted 
my loquacioue friend. I left them together, and 
sauntered on, without the slightest suspicion of be- 
ing at all (Concerned in their discourse. 

I onlered supper as soon aa I got to the inn. It 
was a fish day : but I thought egga were better 
Buited to my finances. While they were getting 
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ready I joined in convereation witli the landlaj 
■wliorn I had not seen before. She seemed a pre 
piece of goods enougli, and such a stirring body, 
that I should have concluded, if her husband Iiad 
not told me so, her tavern iniiat have plenty of cue- 
torn. The moment the omelet was served up, I ant 
down to table by myself, and had scarcely got the 
relish of it, when my landloi'd walked in, followed 
by the man who lind stopped bim in the street. 
This pleasant gentleman wore a long rapier, and 
might, perhaps, be about thirty years of age. He 
came up to me in the most friundly manner possible- 
Mr. Professor, sajs he, I have just now heard that 
you are the renowned Gil Bias of Santillane, that 
ornament of Oviedo and luminary of philosophy. 
And do my eyes behold that very greatest of ail 
great scholars and wits, whose reputation has run 
hither so fast before him I Little do you think, con- 
tinues he, directing hia discourse to the Iimdlord and 
landlady, little do you imagine, I say, what good 
luck has befallen you. Why, you have got hold of 
a treasure. In this young gentleman you behold 
the eighth wonder of the world. Then ninning up 
and throwing his arms about my neck. Excuse me, 
added he ; but worlds woidd not bribe me to sup- 
press the rapturous emotions your honored preaence 
has excited, 

I could not answer him so glibly as I ■wnshed, not 
BO much for want of words as of breath ; for he 
hugged me so tight that I began to he alarmed for 
my wind-pipe. As soon, however, as I had got my 
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head out of durance, I replied, Signer cavalier, I 
liad not the least conception that my name was 
known at Pegnaflor. Known? resumed he in the 
aanie pompous style ; we keep a register of all great 
persons within a circuit of twenty leagues round us. 
You have the character of a prodigy here; and I 
have not a shadow of doubt, but one day or other 
Spain will be as proud of numbering you among her 
rare productions, as Greece of having given birth t« 
her seven wise men. This fine speech was followed 
as before ; and 1 really began to think that with all 
my classical honors I should at last be doomed to 
share the fate of Antteus. If I had been master of 
ever so little experience, I should not have beenThe 
dupe of his rhodoinontiwier Tmust have discovered ■ 
him, by liis outrageous compliments, to be one of 
those parasites who swarm in every town, and get 
into a stranger's company on his arrival, to appease 
the wolf in their stomachs at his expense ; but my 
youth and vanity tempted me to draw a quite oppo- 
site conclusion. My admirer was very clever in mg 
eyes, and I asked liim to supper on the strength of 
it. Oh \ most willingly, cried he : with all my heart 
and soul. My fortunate star predominates, now that 
I have the honor of being in company with tlie illus- 
trious G-il Bias of Santillane, and I shall certainly 
make the most of my good fortune ;i8 long as it 
lasts. My appetite is rather delicate, but I will 
just sit down with you by way of being sociable, 
and if I can swallow a bit I only just not to look 
Bulky ; for we pldlosophers are careless of the body. 
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These words were no sooner out of his month, 
than my panegyrist took Iiia seat opposite to nie. 
A cover was laid for him in due form and order. 
First he fell on the omelet with as much persever- 
ance as if he had not tasted food for three whole 
days. By the complacency with wiiieh he eyed it 
I was morally certain the poor pancake was at 
death's door. I therefore ordered its heir apparent 
to succeed; and the business was despatched with 
snch speed, that tJie second made its appearance on 
the table, juat as we; — no: — I beg pardon; — 
just as he had taken the last lick of its predecea- 
flor, He pressed forward the main business, how- 
ever, with a diligence and activity proportioned to 
the importance of the object he had in view : so 
that he contrived to load mo with panegyric on 
panegyric, without losuig a single stroke in the 
progress of mastication. Now all tliis gave me no 
slender conceit of my pretty little self. When a 
man eats, he must drink. The first toast of course 
■waa my health. Tlie second, in common civility, 
was my father and mother, wliose happiness in hav- 
ing such an ungel of a son, he could not suflScicntly 
envy or admire. All this wliilo he kept filling my 
glass, and challenging me to keep pace with him. 
It was impossible to be backward in doing justice 
to such excellent toaats and sentiments : the com- 
pliments with which they were seasoned did not 
come amiss ; ho tliat I got into such a convivial 
mood, at observing our second omelet to disappear 
not insensibly, as just to ask the landlord if he could 
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not find us a little bit of fish. Master Corcuelo, ; 
who to all appearance played booty with the para^ : 
site, told me he had an excellent trout ; but those 
who eat him miist pay for him. I am afi-aid he ia 
meat for your masters. Meat for our masters ! ex- 
claims my very humble servant in an angry tone 
of voice : that is more than you know, my friend. 
Are you yet to leaJPhat the beet of your larder 
is not too good for the renowned Gil Bias of San- 
talltuie? Go where he will, he is fit to table with 
princes. 

I was very glad that he took up tbe landlord's 
last expression ; because if he bad not, I should. 
I felt myself a little hurt at it, and said to Corcuelo 
with some degree of hauteur : Produce this trout 
of yours, and I will take the consequences. The 
landlord, who had got just what he wanted, set him- 
self to work, and served it up in high order. At 
the first glance of this iMrd course I saw such pleas- 
ure sparkling in the parasite's eyes, as to prove him 
to be of a very complying temper ; just as ready to 
do a kindness by the fish, as by those smd eggs of 
which he had given so good an account. But at 
last he was obliged to Inj down his arms, for fear 
of accidents ; as !iia magazine was crammed to the 
very tin-oat. Having eaten and drank his fill, he 
bethought him of putting a finishing hand to tlie 
fiirce. Master Gil Bias, said he, as he rose from 
the table, I am too well pleased with my princely 
entertainment, to leave you without a word of ad- 
vice, of which you seem to stand in much need. 



RProm tluH time forward be on your guard against 
extravagant praise. Do not trust men till yoii know 
them. Yon may meet with many anotlier man, who, 
like me, may amuse himself at your expense, and 
perhaps carry the juke a little further. But do not 
you be taken in a second time, to beliei'e yourself, 
on the word of Buch fcUo^ifctlie eighth wonder of 
the world. With tliis stit^^B^he tail of his fare- 
well epeceh he lery coolly took his leave. 

I was US much alive to so ridiculous a circum- 
stance, as I have ever been in after-life to the moat 
severe mortiflcationa. I did not know how to rec- 
oncile myself to the idea of ha\Tng been so egre^- 
ously taken in, or, in lact, to lowering of my pride. 
So, BO I quoth I, tills rascal has been putting his 
tricks upon travellers, has he ? Then he only want- 
ed to pump my landlord ! or more likely tliey were 
both in a story. Ah I my poor Gil Bias, thou hadst 
better hide thy sUly head I To have suffered such 
knaves as these to turn thee into ridicide I A pretty 
. story they will make of this I It is sure to travel 
back to Ovietlo : and will give our friends a hopeful 
prospect of thy success in life. The family will be 
quite delighted to think wliat a blessed harvest all 
their pious adv-ice haa produced. There was no oc- 
casion to preach up morals to thee ; for verily thou 
hast more of the dupe tlian the sharper in thy com- 
position, lieady to tear my eyes out or bite my 
fingers off from spite and vexation, I locked myself 
up in my chamber and went to bed, but not to sleep; 
of which I had not got a wink when the muleteer 
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came to tell me, that he otilj wuited for me to set 
out on his journey. I got up as espeditionsiy as I 
could ; and while I waa dressing Corcuelo put in his 
appearance, with a little bill in his hand; — a slight 
meinonmduin of the trout I But pa}'ing through 
the noae was not the worst of it ; for I had the vcx- 
Btioa to perceive, tliat ntli ile I was counting over the 
cost, this hang-dog J^f chuckling at the recollec- 
tion of the night before. Having been fleeced most 
Bhamefiilly for a supper, which Stuck in my stomach 
though I had scarcely come in for a morsel of it, I 
joined the muleteer with my bag;^gc, giving to a^ 
mgnjr dcrila as there are saints in the caleudaj, the 
parasite, the landlord, and the imi. 
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I WAS not the only passenger. There were two 
young gentlemen of Pegnaflor ; a little chorister of 
Mondognedo, who was travelling about the coimtty, 
and a young tradesman of Aetorga, returning home 
from Vcrco with his new-marriud wife. "VVe soon 
got acquainted, and exchanged the usual confidence 
of travellers, telling one another whence we came 
and wliither we were going. The bride was young 
enough ; but so dark-complexioned, witJi so Httle of 



what a man likes to look at in a woman, that I did 
not think her worth the trouble. But she had youth 
and a good crummy person on her side, and ^ 
muleteer, being rather leea nice in hia tajste, was re- 
solved to try if he could not get into her good graces. 
This pretty project occupied his ingenuity durinj^ the 
whole day ; but he deferred the execution till we 
should get to CacabdoB, aie last place where we 
were to stop on the road. We aKghted at an inn in 
the outakirta of the town, a quiet convenient place, 
with a landlord who never troubled himself about 
otlicr people's concerns. We were ushered into a 
private room, and got our supper snugly ; but just 
as the cloth was taken away in comes our carrieF-in 
a furious passion : — Death and the devO I I have 
been robbed. Here had I a hundred pistoles in my 
purse! But I wUl have them back again. I am 
going for a magistrate ; — and those gentry will not 
take a joke upon such serious subjects. You will 
all be put to the rack, unless you confess, and give 
back the money. The fellow played his part very 
naturally, and biu-st out of the room, leaving us in a 
terrible fright. 

' We had none of us the least suspicion of the trick, 
and, being all strangers, were afraid of one another. 
I looked askance at the little chorister, and he, [jer- 
haps, had no better opinion of me. Besides, we 
were all a pack of grecnliorns, and were quite unac- 
quainted with the routine of business on these occa- 
sions. We were fools enough to believe that the 
torture would be the very first stage of our cxauiina- 
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tjon. With tliis dread upon our spirits, we all made 
for the door. Sonie efFecttJ their escape into the 
street, others into the garden ; but the whole party 
preferred the discretion of running away to the valor 
of etanding their ground. Tho young tradesman of 
Astorga had as great an objection to bone-twisting 
OS the rest of us : so he did as Eneas, and many 
another good husband haa done before him ; — ran 
away, and left his wife behind. At that critical 
moment the muleteer, as I waa told afterwardfl, who 
had not half so much sense of decency as his own 
mules, deliglited at the success of his stratagem, be- 
gan moving hia motives to the citizen's wife : but 
this Lucrece of the Asturias, borrowing the chastity 
of a saint from the ugliness of the devil who tempted 
her, defended her sweet person tooth and nail ; and 
showed she was in earnest about it by the noise she 
made. The patrol, who happened to be passing by 
the inn at the time, and knew that the neighborhood 
required a little looking after, took the liberty of just 
asking the cause of the disturbance. The landlord, 
who was trying if lie could not sing in the kitchen 
louder than she could scream in the parlor, and swore 
he heard no music but his own, was at last obliged 
to introduce the myrmidons of the police to the dis- 
tressed lady, just in time to rescue her from the ne- 
cessity of a surrender at discretion. Tlie head offi- 
cer, a coarse fellow, without an atom of feeling for 
the tender passion, no sooner saw the game that was 
playing, than lie gave the amorous muleteer five or 
six blows with the butt end of his halberd, represent- 
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ing to liim the indecency of his conduct in terms 
quite as offensive to modesty aa tlie naughty propen- 
sity which had called forth hia virtuoiis indignation, 
Neither did he stop here; but laid hold of the 
culprit, and carried plaintiff and defendant Ijefore 
the magistrate. The former, witli her channs all 
heightened by the discomposure of her drcsa, went 
eagerly to try their effect in obtaining justice tor the 
outrage they had sustained. His worsliip heard at 
least one party ; and after solemn deliberation pro- 
nounced the offence to be of a most heinous nature. 
He ordered liim to be stripped, and to receive a com- 
petent number of lashes in his presence. The con- 
clusion of tlie sentence was, that if the Endymion of 
Asturian Diana was not forthcoming the next day, a 
couple of guards should escort the disconsolate god- 
dess to the town of Astorga, at the expense of this 
mule-driving Acteon. 

For my part, being probably more terrified than 
the rest of the party, 1 got iuto the fields, scamper- 
ing over hedge and ditch, through enclosures and 
across commons, till 1 found myself bard by a forest, 
I Tvaa just going for conceahnent to ensconce myself 
in the very Iieart of the thicket, when two men on 
horseback rode across me, ci-jTUg, ^Vlio goes there? 
As my alarm prevented me from giving them an im- 
mediate answer, they came to close quarters, and 
holding each of tlieni a pistol to my throat, required 
me to give an accoimt of myself ; who I was , whence 
I came, what business I had in that forest, and above 
all, not to tell a lie about it, . Their rough interrog- 
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gatives were, according to my notion^ little better 
than tlie rack mtli which our friciicFthe muleteer 
had offered to treat ua. I represented myself, how- 
ever, aa a young man on my way from Oviedo to 
Salamanca; told the story of our late fright, and 
faithfully attributed my running away in such a hurry 
to the dread of a worse exercise under the torture. 
They burst into an immoderate fit of laughter at my 
Bimpliuity ; and one of them said : Tate heart, my 
little friend ; come along with us, and do not be 
afraid ; we will put you in a place where the devil 
shall not find you. At these words he took me up 
behind him, and we darted into the forest. 

I did not know what to think of tliia odd meet- 
ing ; yet on the whole I could not well be worse off 
than before. If these gentry, thought I to myself, 
had been tliieves, they would have robbed, and per- 
h^s murdered me. Depend on it, they are a couple 
of good honest country gentlemen in this neighbor- 
hood, wlio seeing me frightened, have taken com- 
passion on me, and mean to carry me home with 
them and make me eomfoi-table. But tlieee visions 
did not last long. After turning and winding back- 
ward and forward in deep silence, we found our- 
selves at the foot of a hill, where we dismounted. 
This is our abode, said one of these sequestered gen- 
tlemen. I looked about in all directions, but the 
deuce a bit of either house or cottage : not a vestige 
of human habitation 1 The two men in the mean 
time rtused a great wooden trap, covered with earth 
and briei's, to conceal tljo entrance of a I JUg shelving 
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passage under ground, to which &om habit the poor 
beasts took ^ly kindly of their own accord. Their 
masters kept tight hold of me, and let the trap do* 
aiter them. Thus was the worthy nephew of my 
uncle Perez caught, just for all the world aiS you 
would catch a rat. 



CHAPTER IV. 

DESCSIFTION OP THE SUBTERRANEOUS DWELLIKO AND ITS 



I NOW knew into what company I had fallen ; and 
I leave it to any one to judge whether the discovery 
must not have rid me of my former fear. A dread 
more mighty and more just now seized my iacultiea. 
Money and life, all given up for lost 1 With the 
air of a victim on his passage to the altar, did I 
walk, more dead than alive, between my two con- 
ductors, who finding that I trembled, frightened me 
80 much the more by telling me not to be afraid. 
When we had gone two hundi-ed paces, winding 
down a declivity all the way, we got into a stable 
lighted by two large iron lamps suspended from tha 
vault above. There was a good store of straw, and 
eevcraJ casks of hay and com witli room enough for 
twenty horses : but at that time there were only 
the two which came with us. An old negro, who 
seemed for his years in pretty good ease, was ^ing 
them to the rack where they were to feed. 
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We went out til' tlie stable. By the melancholy 
light of some other lamps, wWch only served to 
dress up horror in its native colors, we arrived at a 
kitehen where an old harridan was broiling some 
steaks on tlie coals, and getting supper ready. The 
kitchen furniture was better than might be expected, 
and the pantry proiided in a very plentiful manner. 
The lady of the larder's picture is worth drawing. 
Considerably on the wrong side of sixty I — In her 
youth, her hair had been of a fiery red ; though she 
would have called it auburn. Time ha<l indeed 
given it the fairer tint of gray ; but a lock of more 
youthful hue, interspersed at intervals, produced all 
the variegated effect of tlie admired autumnal shades. 
To say nothing of an oli^'e complexion, ehe had an 
enormous chin turning up, an Immense nose turning 
down, with a mouth In the middle, modestly retiring 
inwards, to make room for ita encroachmg neigh- 
bors. Red eyes are no beauty In any animal but a 
ferret ; — hers were purple. 

Here, dame Leonarda, said one of the horsemen 
as he presented me to tliis angeHc imp of darkness, 
we have brought you a young lad. Then looking 
round, and observing nie to be miserably pale, 
Pluck up your spirits, my friend ; you shall coiue to 
no harm. We want a scullion, and have met with 
you. You are a lucky dog I We had a hoy who 
died about a fortnight ago : you shall succeed to the 
preferment, lie was rather too delicate for his 
place. You seem a good stout fellow, and may live 
a week or two longer. We find you in bed and 
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board, coal and candle ; but as for day-light, you 
will never see that again. Your leisure honi-s will 
pass off very agreeably with Leonarda, who ia really 
a very good creature, and tolerably tender-hearted ; 
you will have all your little comforta about you. I 
flatter myself you have not got among beggars. At 
this moment, the thief seized a flambeau ; and as I 
feared, "with zeal to destroy;" for he ordered me 
to follow liira. 

He took me into a cellar, where I saw a great 
number of bottles and earthen jwits full of excellent 
wine. He then made me cross several rooms. In 
some were pieces of cloth piled up ; in others, stufis 
and silks. As we passed through I could not help 
casting a sheep's eye at the gold and silver plate 
peeping out of the different cupbuartls. After that, 
I followed him into a great hall ilhiminated by three 
copper lustres, and serving as a gallery bchveen the 
other rooms. Here he put fresh questions to me; 
asking my name ; — why I left Oviedo ; — and when 
I liad satisfied his em-iosity: Well, Gil Bias, said 
he, since your only motive for quitting yom- native 
place waa to get into something snug and eligible, 
to be sure you must have been born to good luck, or 
you would not have fallen into our hands. I tell 
you once for all, you will live here on the fat of the 
land, and may souse over head and ears in ready 
money. Besides, you are in a place of perfect 
safety. The officers of the holy brotherhood might 
pass through the forest a hundred times ivithout 
discovering our subterraneous abode. The entrance 
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13 only known to myself and my comrades. You 
may perhaps ask how it came to be contrived, with- 
out being perceived by the inhabitants in the neigh- 
borbood. But you are to understand, my friend, 
that it was made long ago, and is no work of ours. 
After the Moors had made themselves masters of 
Granada, of Arragon, and nearly the whole of 
Spain, the Christians, rather than submit to the 
tyranny of iniidelB, betook themeelvea to flijrht, and 
lay concealed in tliis country, in Biseiy, and in the 
Asturias, wliither the brave Don Pelagio had with- 
drawn himself. They lived in a state of exile, on 
the mountains, or in the woods dispersed in little 
knots. Some took up their residences in natural 
caves, others in artilicial dwellings under ground, 
like this we are in. In pMicess of time, when by 
the blessing of Providence they had driven their 
enemies out of Spain, they returned to tiie towns, 
From that time forth their retreats have served as a 
rendezvous for the gentlemen of our profession. It *^ 
is true that several of them have been discovered >^ 
and destroyed by the holy brotherhood : but there 
are some yet remaining ; and, by great good luck, I 
have tenanted this without paying any rent for it 
almost these fifteen years : Captain Kolando, at 
your service I I am the leader of the band ; s 
man you saw with me ie one of my troopers. 




CHAPTER V. 



THE ARRIVAL OF THE BAlfDlTTI IS THE 



VERSATIOS. 



1 

BUB TBRRAIfB^i^^^M 



Ju8T as Captain Rolando liad finished liia epeecli 
eix new facea made their appearance in the hall ; the 
lieuteuant and five privates, returning home with 
their booty. They were liaiiling in two great baskets 
full of sugar, cinnamon, pepper, figs, aLnonds, and 
raisins. The lieutenant gave an accoimt of their 
proceedings to the captain, and told liim tliey had 
taken these articles, as well as the suniptei--niulc, 
from a grocer of Benavento. An official report 
having thus been made to the prime-miniater, the 
grocer's contribution was carried to account ; and 
the next step was to regale after their labors. A 
large table waa set out in the hall. They sent me 
back to the kitchen, where dame Leonarda told me 
what I had to do. I made the best of a had bargain, 
finding the luck ran against nie ; and, swallowing 
my grievances, set myself to wait on my noble 
masters. 

I cleaned my plate, set out my side-board, and 
brought up my wine. Aa soon as I announced din- 
ner to be on table, consisting of two good black 
peppery ragouts for the first com-ae, this liigh and_ 
mighty company took their seats. Tliey foil to most 
voraciously. My place was to wait ; and 1 handed 
about the glasses with so butler-like an air, as to be 
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not a little couiplimeated on ray dexterity. The 
chief entertained theiu with a short aketch of my 
story, and praised my parta. But I had recovei"ed 
firom my mania by tliis time, and could listen to my 
own panegyric with the humility of an anchorite or 
the contempt of a philusopher. They all seemed to 
take a liking to me, and to think I had dropped 
firom the elouda on pur{)oae to be their cup-bearer. 
My predecessor was a fool to me. Since liis death, 
the illustrious Leonarda had the honor of presenting 
nectar to these gods of the lower regions. But she 
was now degraded, and I had the felicity of being 
installed in her office. Thus, old Hebe being a little 
the worse for wear, young Ganymede tripped up her 
heels. 

A substantial joint, of meat after the ragouts at 
length blunted the edge of their ap|>etite8. Eating 
and drinking went together : so that they soon got 
into a merry pin, and made a roaring noise. Well 
done, my lads 1 All talkers and no listeners. One 
begins a long story, another cuts a joke ; here a fel- 
low bawls, there a fcUow sings ; and they all eeem 
to be at crosa-pur poses. At last Eolando, tired of 
a concert in wliich he could hardly bear the sound of 
his own Toice, let them knoiv that he was maestro 
di capella, and brought them into better tune. Gen- 
tlemen, said he, I have a question to put. Instead 
of stunning one another with this infernal din, had 
we not better enjoy a little rational ( 
A tJiought is just come into my head. Sin 
happy day tliat united us we Itave never had,jl 
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curioaity to inquire into each other's jwdigre 
what chain of circumstances we were each of ub ll 
to embrace our preaeut way of life. There woulff 
be no liarm in knowing who HndTvhi5"iii'e"ton;etlrer. 
Let iia .ex^MBge-eotifitlwice : we may find some 
amusement in it. The licutennnt and the rest, like 
true heroes of romance, acccpt^^d the challenge witli 
the utmost colu^:e8y, and the captain told the first 
Btory to the following effect : — 

Gentlemen, you are to know that I am the only 
son of a rich citizen iji Madrid. The day of my 
birth was celebrated in the family by rejoicings with- 
out end. My fether, no chicken, thought it a con- 
siderable feat to have got an heir, and my mother 
was kind enough to suckle me herself. My maternal 
grandfather was still living; a good old man, who 
did not trouble himself about other people's c^m- 
cems, but said his prayers, and fought his campaigns 
over and over again ; for lie liad been in the army. 
Of course I was idolized by these tliree persons; 
never out of their arms. My early years were 
passed in the most chddish amusements, lor tear of 
hinting my healtli by application. It will not do, 
said my father, to hammer much learning into chil- 
dren till time haa ripened their understanding. While 
he waited for this ripening, tlie aeaaon went by. I 
could neither read nor write : but I made up for that 
in other ways. My father taught me a thousand 
different games. I became perfectly acquainted with 
cards, wns no stranger to dice, and my grandfather 
Bet me the example of drawing the long bow, while 
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he entertained nie with his tiiihtary exploits. He 
sung the same songs i-epeatedly one after another 
eveiy day ; so that when, after saying ten or twelve 
lines after him for three months together, I got to 
boggle through them without missing, the whole 
taniiiy were in raptures at my memory. Neither 
was my wit thought to be at all less extraordinary ; 
for I was suffered to talk at random, and took eare 
to put in my oar in the most impertinent manner 
possible. O, the pretty little dear ! exclaimed my 
father, as if he had been fascinated. My mother 
made it up with kisses, and my grandfather's old 
eyes overflowed. I played all sorts of dirty and 
indecent tricks before them witli impimity; every 
thing was excusable in bo fine a boy : an. angel 
coidd not do wrong. Going on in this manner, I 
was already in my twelftli year without ever having 
a master. It was high time ; but then he was to 
teach me by fair means: he might threaten, but 
must not flog me. This arrangement did nie but 
httle good ; for sometimes I laughed when my tutor 
scolded : at others, I ran with tears in my eyes to 
my mother or my grandfather, and complained that 
he had used me ill. The poor devil got nothing by 
denying it. My word was always taken before his, 
and he came off with the character of a cruel rascal. 
One day I scratched myself wdth my own nails, and 
set up a howl aa if I had been flogged. My mother 
ran, and turned the maater out of doors, though he 
vowed and protested he bad never lifted a finger 
against me. 
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Thus did I get rid of all my tutors, till at laat" 
met with one to my mind. He was a bochcloi 
Alcala. Thia waa tlie master for a young man of* 
fashion. Women, wine, and gaming were his 
principal amusements. It was impossible to he in 
better hands. He liit the riglit nail on the head : 
for he let me do what I pleased, and thus got inM 
the good graces of the fiimily, who abandoned me to 
his conduct. They liad no reason to repent. He 
perfected me betimes in the knowledge of the world. 
By dint of taking me about to all hia haunts, he 
gave such a finish to my education, that barring 
literatm-e and science, I became a universal scholar. 
Ab soon as he saw that I could go alone in the high 
road to ruin he went to qualify others for the same 
journey. 

Diuing my childhood I had lived at home just as 
I liked, and did not sufficiently consider, that now I 
was beginning to be responsible for my own actions. 
My lather and mother were a standing jest. Yet 
they were themselves thrown into convulsions at my 
sallies ; and the more ridiculous tliey were made by 
them, the more waggish tliey thought me. In the 
mean time I got into all manner of scrapes with 
some young fellows of my own kidney ; and, as our 
relations kept us rather too short of cash for the ex- 
igencies of 8o loose a life, we each of us made free 
with whatever we covld lay our hands on in our own 
families. Finding this would not raise tlie suppliea, 
we began to pick pockets in the streets at night. As 
ill luck would have it, our exploits came to the 
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knowledjjc of the police. A wiurant was uut against 
118 ; but Bonie gowl-nntured friend, tliinldng it a, 
pity wc sfauuld lie nipped in the bud, gave uh a cau- 
tion. We took to our heels, and rose in our ^Tica^ 
tioii to tfie rank of highwaymen. From that time 
forth, gentlemen, with a blessing on my endeavors, 
I hav« gone on till I am almost the father of the 
profession, in spile of the dangers to which it ia ex- 
posed. 

Here the captain ended, and it came to the turn 
of the lieutenant. Gentlemen, extremes are snitl to 
meet ; — and so it will a])|>ear from a comparison of 
our commander's edncation and mine. My father 
was a biiteher at Toledo. He passed, with reason, 
for the greatest brute in the town, and my mother's 
sweet diapoeition was not mended hv the example. 
In my childho(jd, tlipy whipped me in emulation of 
one another ; I eame in for a thousand lashes of a day ! 
ITie slightest fault was followed up by the severest 
pmiishment. In vain did I beg for merey with 
tears in my eyes, and protest that I was sorry for 
what I hud done. They never excused me, and 
nine times out of ten flogged me for nothing. 
When I was under my fether's lash, my mother, 
not thinking his ann stout enough, lent her assist- 
ance, instead of begging me off. The favors I re- 
ceived at their Iiands gave me such a disgust, that I 
quitted their house before I had completed my four- 
teenth year, took the Arragon road, and begged my 
way to Saragoaaa. There I associated with va^ 
grants, who led a merr^life enough. They taught 
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1 to counterfeit blindneaa and lai 

up an artificial wound in cooli of my legs, and 

adupt mtmy other metiiods of impelling 

credulity of the chaiitable and humane. In 

morning, like actors at rcheareal, we cast 

acters, and settled the hiislnesa of the comedy. We 

hod each our exits and our entrances ; till in the 

ining the curtain dropped, and we regaled at 

the expense of the dupes we had deluded in the 

I day. Wearied however witli the company of these 

wretehea, and wisliing lo live in more worshipful 

eociety, I entered into partnership with a gimg of 

I sharpers. Tlieae fellows tauglit me some good 

[ tricks : but Saragossa soon beeame too hot tu hold 

[ lis, after we had fallen out mth a limb of the law, 

who had liitherto' taken us under his protcetion. 

[ 'We each of us provided for ourselves, and left the 

r devil to take the hindniost. For my part, I enlisted 

a brave and veteran regiment, which had seen 

at)unduncc of service ou the king's highway : and 

I found myself so comfortable in their tiuarters, that 

I had no desire to change my birth. .So tliatyou see, 

gentlemen, I was very much obliged to mj relations 

I for their bad beliavior ; for if they had treated me a 
little more kindly, I might liave been a blackguard 
butcher at this moment, instead of having the honor 
to be your lieutenant. 
Gentlemen, — interrupted a hopeful young free- 
booter who aat between the captain and the lieuten- 
ant, — the etories we have just heard are neither so 
complicated nor eo curious aa mine. I peeped into 
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exietcnpe by menuB of a coimtry-woman in the npigli- 
borhoixl of SeviUe. Three weeks after she had set 
me down in tJiia system, a nurse-child was otfered 
her. You are to understand she waa yet in her prime, 
comely in her person, and had a good breaet of milk. 
The young suckling liad noble blood in him, and 
was an only son. My mother accepted the pro- 
posal with all her heart, and went to fetch the cliUd. 
It waa entrusted to her care. She had no sooner 
hronght it home, tlian, fancying a resemblance, she 
conceived the idea of substituting me for the brat of 
high birth, in tiie hope of di-awing a handsome com- 
mission at some future time for this motherly office 
in behalf of her infant. My father, whose morals 
were on a level with those of clodhoppers in general, . 
lent hinifielf very willingly to the cheat ! so that 
with only a change of clouts, the son of Don Ro- 
drigo de Herrera was packed off in my name to 
another nurse, and my mother suckled her own and 
her master'a child at once in my little person. 

They may say what they will of instinct and the 
force of blood ! The little gentleman's parents were 
very easily taken in. They had not the slightest 
auspicion of the trick ; and were eternally dan- 
dling me till I was seven years old. As it was 
their intention to make mc a, finished gentleman, 
they gave me masters of all kinds ; but I had very 
littlo taste for their lesBons, and above all, I detested 
the Bciences. 1 had at any time rather pby with 
the servants or the stable boys, luid was a cunipleto 
kitchen genius. But tossing up for beads or tads 



I was not my ruling passion. Before seventeen I had 
I 811 iteli for getting drunk. I played tlio devil among 
I the chambermaids; but my prime favorite i 
[ kitchen girl, who had infinite merit in my eyea 
f She was a great bloated horse-god-mother, whoe 
I good case and easy morals suited me exactly. 
I boarded her with eo little circmnspection tliat Dtffl 
I Kodrigo took notice of it. He took me to i 
I. pretty sharply ; twitted me with my low taste ; a 
I'fer tear the presence of my cliarmer should countewj 
a sage counsels, showed the goddess of my de*'| 
TOtions the outside of the door. 

This proceeding was rather oftensive ; and I t 
termined to be even with him. I stole his wife'^ 
l.jewela ; and ravishing my Helen from a laundi 
■of her acctiuuntajicc, went off with her in open d 
■Ihat the transaction might lose notliing in point c 
iety. But tliia wjia not all. I carried ' 
I'iUDong her relations, where I married her aecord 
Ito the rites of tlie church, as much from the pereoni 
I motive of mortifying Hcrrera, as from the patriotitfffl 
■ enthusiasm of encouraging our young nobility t»¥ 
I mend the breed. Three mouths ailer marriage, 
aird that Don Rodrigo had gone the way of a 
The intelligence was not lost upon me. 
was at Seville in a twinkling, to administer in < 
I and order to his effects ; but the tables \ 
raod, Sly mother had paid tlie debt of natm 
tnd in her last agonies had been so much off h 
[ 09 to confess the whole affair to the ( 
fef tJie village and other competent witnesses. Dut 
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Eodrigo'fi son hud already taken mj place, or ratber 
his own, and liis popularity wae increased by the 
deficienoy of mine ; eo that as the trumps were all 
out in that hand, and I had no particular wish for 
the present my wife was likely to make me, I joined 
issue with some desperate blades, with whom I be- 
gan my trading ventures. 

The young cut-purse having finished his story, 
another told ue that he was the son of a merchant 
at Burgos ; that, in liis youtli, prompted more by 
piety than wit, he had taken the religious habit and 
professed in a very strict oi-der, and that a few years 
aftenvardfl he had apostatized. In aliort, the eight 
robbers told their tale one after another, and when 
I had heard them all, I did not wonder tiiat tlie 
destiniea had brought them together. The con- 
versation now took a diiFerent turn. Tliey brought 
severtd schemes upon the carpet for the next cam- 
paign ; and after having laid down their plan of 
operations, rose from table and went to bed. They 
lighted their night candles, and withdrew to their 
apartments, I attende<l Captain Rolando to his. 
While I was fiddling about lum aa ho undressed: 
Well ! Gil Bias, said he, you see how we live I 
We are always merry ; hatred and en\y have no 
footing here ; we have not the least difference, but 
hang together just like monks. You are siu'C, my 
good lad. to lead a pleasant life here ; for I do not 
think you are fool enough to make any hones about 
consorting with gejitlemen of the road. In what 
does ours ditfer Scorn many a more reputable trade? 
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Depend on it, my Mend, al] men love two hands"] 
tbeir neighbor's purse, though only one in their ow: 

I Men's principles are all alike ; the only difl'erer 
lies in the mode of carrying them into effect. Co 
querore, for instance, make free with the territorfi 
of their neighbors. People of fashion borrow, i 
do not pay. Bankers, treasurers, brokers, elei 
imd traders of all kinde, wholesale and retiul, j. 
ample liberty to their wants to overdraw on 13 
consciences. I shall not mention the hangers-on . 
of the law ; we all know how it goes with them. 
At the same time it must be allowed that they have 
niore humanity than we have ; for as it is often oiu- 
Tocafion to take away the life of the innocent tor 
Jiliinder, it is sometimes theirs for fee and reivard 
to Bavfe the guilty. 
1 -__ 

' CSAPTER VI. 

THE ATTE31PT OP Gil BLAS TO ESCAPE, jtyD ITS .5 

After the captain of the banditti had thus apt 
I ogized for adopting such a line of life, he went 
1 bed. For my part, I rctiimed to the hall, where % 
V cleared the table, and set eveiy tiling to rig 
I Then I went to the kitchen, where Donungo, 
I old negro, and dame Leonarda liad been expecl 
I me at supper. Though entirely without apj 
I I had tlie good manners to sit down with 
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Not a morsel could I eat ; and, aa I scarcely felt 
more miserable than I looked, this pair bo jiietly 
formed to meet by nature, undertook to give me 
a little comfort. 'Why do you take on so, my good 
lad ? said the old dowager : you ought rather to 
bless yom- etars for your good luck. You are 
young, and seem a little soft ; you would have it 
fine kettle of fiah of it in the busy world. You 
might have fallen into had hands, and then your 
morala would have been corrupted ; whereas here 
your innoeenec is insured to its full value. Dame 
Ijeonarda is in the right, put in the old negro grave- 
ly, tlie world is but a ti-oublosome place. Be tliank- 
fij, my friend, for being so early relieved from the 
dangers, the difficulties, and the aiBictiona of this 
miserable life. 

I bore tills prosing very quietly, because I should 
have got no good by putting myself in a paseioii 
about it. At length Domingo, after playing a good 
knife and fork, and getting gloriously muddled, took 
himself off to the stable. Leonarda, by the glitn- 
mering of a lamp, showed me the way to a vault 
which served as a last home to those of the corps 
who died a natural death. Here I stumbled upon 
something more like a grave than a bed. This is 
yom: room, said she. Yom- predecessor lay here 
as long aa lie was among us, and here lie lies to 
thifl day. He suffered himself to be hurried out 
of life in his prime : do not you he so foolish as to 
follow Ilia example. Witli this kind advice, she left 
me with the lamp for my eotnpanion and returned 
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to tlie kitclien, I threw myself on the little bed, 
not so much for rest as meditation. O Heaven ! 
exclaimed I, was there ever a fate so dreadful as 
mine I It ia determined then that I am to take n 
leave of daylight ! Beside tliia, as if it i 
enough to be buried alive at eighteen, my misery" 
is to be aggravated by being in the service of a ban- 
ditti ; by passing the day with highwaymen, and the 
night in a charnel-house. Tliese reflections, which 
seemed to me very dismal, and were indeed no better 
than they seemed, set me crying most bitteriy. I 
could not conceive what cursed maggot my uncle 
had got in his head to send me to Sidamanc^ ; i-e- 
pcntcd running away from Cacabeloe, and would 
have compounded for the torture. But, considering 
how vain it was to shut thq iloor when the steed was 
stolen, I determined, iustead of lamenting the past, 
to hit upon some expedient for making my esejipe. 
What 1 thought I, is it impossible to get oil'? The 
cut-throats are asleep ; cooky and the black will be 
snoring ere long. Why cannot I, by the help of 
this lamp, find the passage by which I descended 
into these infernal regions V I am afraid indeed my 
strength ia not equal to lifting the trap at the en- 
trance. However, let ua see, Faint heart never 
won fair lady. Despair will lend me new force, 
and who knows but 1 may succeed? 

Thus wa« the train laid for a grand attempt, I 
got up, as soon as Leonarda and Domingo were 
likely to be asleep. With the lamp in my hand, I 
stole out of the vault, putting up my prayers to all 
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the spii-its in para(lii<e. ami fen miles round. It was 
with no small diffit^ulfv tluit I threaded all the wind- 
ings of tliis new labyrinth. At length I found my- 
self at tlie stable door, and perceived the passage 
which was tJie object of my search. Put-hing on I 
made my way towards the trap witli a light pair of 
lieels aJid a beating heart : but, alas I in the niidtUe 
of my career 1 rsin agauist a cursed iran gi-ate locked 
&8t, with bars so close as not to admit a hand be- 
tween them. I looked rather foolish at the ocwir- 
rence of tliis new difficulty, which I had not been 
aware of at my entrance, because the grate Wiis then 
open. However, I tried what I eould do by fum- 
bling at the bars. Then for a peep at the lock ; ov 
whether it could not be forced ! When all at once 
my poor shoulders were siiluted with five or six good 
strokes Of a bull's pizzle. I set up such a shrill 
alarum, that the den of Cncus rang with it ; when 
looking round, who should it be but the old negro 
in his shirt, holding a dark lanthom in one hand, 
and the instrument of my punishment in the other. 
O, 01 quoth he, my merry little fellow, you will 
nm away, will you? No, no I you must not think 
to set your wits against mine. I heartl you all the 
while. You thouglit you should find the grate 
open, did not you? You may take it lor granted, 
my friend, that henceforth it will always he shut. 
When we keep any one here against his will, he 
must be a cleverer fellow than you to make his 
escape. 

In the mean time, at the howl I had set up, two 
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or three of the robbers waked euddenly j i 
knowing but the holy brotherhood r 
upon tliem, they got up and called their comrade. • 
Without the loss of a moment all were on the alert> 
Swords and carbines were put in requisition, and the 
whole posse advanced forward almost in a state of 
nature to the place where 1 was parleying with Do- 
mingo. But as soon as they leamctl the cause of 
tlie uproBj, their alarm resolved itself int« a peal of 
laughter. How now, Gil Blaa, siud the apostate 
son of the church, you have not been a good six 
hours with ue, and are you tired of our company 
already? You must have a great objection to re- 
tirement. ^Vhy, what woidd you do if you were 
a Carthusian friar ! Get along with you, and go to 
bed. This time you shall get off with Domingo's 
discipline ; but if you are ever caught in a second 
attempt of the same kind, by Saint Bartholomew! 
we will flay you alive. Witli this hint he retired, 
and tlie rest of the party went back to their rooms. 
The old negro, taking credit to himself for Ids vi^- 
lance, returned to hia utable : and I found my way 
back to my charnel-house, where I passed the re- 
mainder of the uiglit in weeping and wailing. 
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For the first few duye, I thought I should have 
given up the ghost for veiy apite and vexation. 
The lingering life 1 led wiia nearly akin to death 
itself; but in the end my good geniuu whispered 
me to play the hypocrite. I aimed at looking a 
little more cheerful ; began to laugh and sing, 
thougii it was sometimes on the wrong side of my 
mouth ; iu a word, I put so good a iaco on the 
matter, thiit Leonarda and Domingo were com- 
pletely taken in. They thought the bird was rec- 
onciled to his cage. The robbers entertained the 
same notion. I looked as brisk as the beverage I 
poured out, and put in my oar whenever 1 thought 
I could say a good thing. My freedom, far from 
offending, was taken in good part. Gil Bias, quoth 
the captain one evening, while I was playing the 
buffoon, you have done well, my triend, to banish 
melancholy. I am delighted with your wit and 
humor. Some people wear a mask at first ac- 
quaintance ; I had no notion what a jovial fellow 
you were. 

My praises now seemed to run fi:om mouth to 
mouth. They were all so partial to me, that, not 
to miss my opportunity ; — Gentlemen, quoth I, 
allow me to tell you a piece of my mind. Since 
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I have been your guest, a new light breaks in n^ 
me. I have bid edieu to vulgar prejudices, > 
caught a my at the fountain of your illuniination.' 
I feel tlmt I was born to be your knight comptinion. 
I languish to make oue ainimg you, and will stand 
my chance of a hiilter witli the best. All the con 
pany cried Hear I — I was considered as a pro 
ising member of the senate. It was tlien dets 
mined unanimously to give nie a trial in some 
inferior department; afterwards to beapeak me a 
good desperate encounter in whiuli I might ehow 
my prowess ; and if I answered expectation to giyft J 
me a high and responsible employment in the coi 
monweulth. 

It was necessary thei-efore to go on exhibiting a, 
copy of my countenance, and doing my best in my 
office of cup-bearer. I was impatient beyond mea^ 
ure ; for I only aspired after the honors of the sit- 
ting, to obtain the liberty of going abroad with the 
rest J and I was in hopes that by running the risk 
of getting my neck into one noose I migiit get it 
_ out of another. This was my only chance. The 
time nevertheless seemed long to wait, and 1 kept 
my eye on Domingo, with the hope of outwitting 
him : but the thing was not feasible ; he was always 
on tlie watch. Orpheus as leader of the band, with 
a (romplcte orchestra of performers as good as him- 
self, could not have soothed the savage breast of tills 
Cerberus. The ti-uth is, by tlie by, that for fear of 
exciting his suspicion, I did not set my wits against 
him so much as I might have done. He waa on the 



lookout, and I was obliged to play tJie prude, 
my virtue might have come into disgntce. I tliere- 
fore stopped proceedings till the time of my proba- 
tion should expire, to which I looked forward with 
impatience, just as if I was waiting tor a plauo un- 
der government. 

Heaven be praised, in about six months I jrmncd 
my end. The comnL-mdant Rolando addressing liia 
regiment, aaid: Comrades, we must stand upon 
honor with Gil Bias. I have no bad opinion nf 
our yonng candidate ; we shall make something of 
him. If you will take my advice, let liim go and 
reap hia first harvest with us to-morrow on the 
king's highway. We will lead him on in the path 
of honor. The robbers applauded the sentimcnS"^ 
of the captain with a tliunder of luiolaniattuti ; mid 
to show me how mucli I waa considered as one of the 
gang, from that moment they dispensed with my 
attendance at the sideboard. Dame Lconarda waa 
reinstated in the office from which she had been dis- 
charged to make room for me. They made me 
change my dress, wliich consisted in a plain short 
coBsack a good deal the worse for wear, and tricked 
me out in the spoils of a gentleman lately robbed. 
After this inauguration, I made my arrangements 
for my first campaign. 
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It was past midnight in tlie month of Septembl 
when I issued fronj the subterraneous abode ae c 
of the fraternity. I was armed, like them, > 
carabine, two pistoU, a sword and a bayouet, and 
s moimted on a very good horae, tlie property 
of tlie gentleman in whose coatiune I appcitred. 
had lived so long like a mole under ground, that t 
daybreak could not fail of dazzling me : but i 
eyes got reconciled to it by degrees. 

We passed close by Poutferrada, and were d 
mined to lie in ambush behind a small wood skirt 
the road to Leon. There we were waiting for win 
ever fortune might please to throw in our way, wh< 
we espied a Dominican friar, mounted, contrary t 
the rubric of those pious fatliere, on a sluibby mule. 
God be praised, exclaimed the captain with a sneer, 
this is a noble beginning for Gil Bias. Let liiiu go 
and trounce that monk : we will bear witness to hia 
qualifications, Tlie connoisseurs were all of o|jiuioii 
that tlus commission suited my talents to a hair, and 
L exhorted me to do my best. Gentlemen, quoth I, 
^r you shall have no reason to complain. I will strip 
^L this holy father to his birthday suit, and give you 
^H complete right and title to hia mule. No, no, said 
^^ Rolando, the beast would not be worth its fodder : 
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only bring as our reverend pastor's purse; that is 
ftU we require. Hereupon I Jasueil from iho wood 
and pUijbed up to the man of Grod, doing penance 
all the time in my own breast for the sin 1 vrn« com- 
mitting. I could have liked to have turned mj* hack 
upon my fellows at that moment ; but most of tlicm 
had the advantage of better horses than mine : luul 
they seen me making off, iliey would have been at 
my heeU, and would soon have caught me, or [wr- 
haps would have fired a volley, for whioh I wiis not 
aufficiently case-hardened. 1 could not thci-efora 
venture on so perilous an alternative ; so that 
claiming acquaintance with the reverctiil father, I 
asked to look at Us pui-se, and just put out tho 
end of a pistol. He stopped short to gazu upon 
me; and, without seeming much frightened, stiidi 
My child, you are very young ; this is an early 
apprenticeship to a bad trade. Father, replied 1, 
bad as it is, I wisli I had bcgim it sooner. What t 
my son, rejoined the good friar, who did not under- 
stand the real meaning of what I said, how say you? 
What blindness I give me leave to plnee before your 
eyes the unhappy condition. Come, come, father I 
interrupted I with impatience, a truco to your mo- 
rality, if you please. My husinoss on tlie high road 
is not to hear sermons. Money makes my mare to 
go. Money I said he, with a look of surprise ; you 
have a poor opinion of Spanish charity, if you think 
that people of my stamp have any occasion for such 
trasli upon their travels. Let me undeceive you. 
We are made welcome wherever we go, and pay for 



56 fi-'-'- BL.iS, 

our hoard and lodgings by our prayers. In diort, ' 
carry uo cash with us on thu roitd ; but di-aw dra£ 
upon Providence. That is all very well, replied im 
yet for fear your drafts should be dishonored, 
take care to keep about you a little supply for pre 
ent need. But come, father, let us make an endq 
my comrades in the wood are in a hurry ; 
money or yoiir life. At these words, which I pro 
nounced -ndth a determined air, the friar began i 
think the buuinesa grew serious. Sint'e needs n 
said he, there is wherewithal to satisfy your craviitgi 
A word and a blow is the only rhetoric with you 
gentlemen. As he said this, he drew a large 
Jeathem purse from under his goivn, and threw it 
on the ground. I then told liim he might make the 
best of his way : and he did not wait for a second 
bidding, but stuck hia heela into the mule, which, 
giving the lie to my opinion, for I thought it on a 
par with my uncle's, set off at a good round pace. 
AVhile he was riding for his life, I dismomited. 
The puree was none of the hghtcst. I mounted 
again, and got back to the wood, whore tJioae nice 
observers were waiting wth impatience to congratu- 
late me on my success. I could hardly get my foot 
out of the stirrup, ao eager were tliey to shake 
hands with me. Courage, Gil Bias, said Rolando ; 
you have done wonders. I have had my eyea 
on you during yotir whole performance, and have 
watched your countenance. I have no hesitation 
in predicting that }'"" will Ijegome in tune a v^*^ 
accomplishcdJugliwajTuan, The lieutenant and the 
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rest chimed in with the prophecy, and assured me 
that I could not fail of f ulfilli ng it hereafter. I 
thanked them for the derated idea they had formed 
of my talente, and promised to do all in my power 
not to discreilit their penetration. 

After they had lavished praises, the effect rather 
of their candor than of my merit, they took it into 
their heads to examine the booty I had brought under 
my convoy. Let us see, eaid they, let iia see how a 
iriar's purse is lined. It should be fat and flourish- 
ing, continued one of tliein, for these good fathers 
do not mortify tlie flesh when tliey travel. The 
captain imtied the purse, opened it, and took out 
two or three hajidfids of little copper coins, an 
Agnua-Dei here and there, imd eome scapularies. 
At sight of so novel a prize, all the privates burst 
into an immoderate fit of laughter. God be praised 1 
cried the lieutenant, we are very much obliged to 
Gril Bias : hia first attack has produced a supply, 
very seasonable to our fraternity. One joke brought 
on another. These rascals, especially the fellow 
who had retired from the church to our subterraneous 
hermitage, began to make themselves merry on the 
subject. They said a thousand good things, auchaa 
showed at once the sharpness of their wits and the 
profliigacy of their morals. They were all" on tlie 
broad grin except niyself. It was impossible to be 
butt and marksman too. They each of them shot 
their bolt at nie, and the captain said: Faith, Gil 
Bias, I would advise you as a friend not to set your 
wit a second time against the church : the biter may 



be bit ; for 7011 must live some time longer !iinon| 
UHt before you ore a ma,t<:li fur tltcm. 




We lounged, about the wood for tJie greater i 
of the day, without lighting on any traveller to c 
ton for the friar. At length we were beginning to 
r our homeward way, as if confinioff the feats of 
tlie day to this laughable adventure, which fiimishod 
a plentiful fund of conversation, when we got intel- 
ligence of a carriage on the road drawn by four 
mules. They were coming at a hard gallop, with 
tlirec outriders, who seemed to be well armed. 
Kolando ordered the troop to lialt, and hold a coim- 
cil, tlie result of whose deliberations was to attack 
tlio enemy. We were regularly drawn up in battle 
array, su\d marched to meet the caravan. In spite 
of the applause I had gained in the wood, I felt an 
oozing sort of a tremor come over me, with a chill 
in my veins and a chattering in my teeth that seemed 
to bode me no good. As it never rains but it poura, 
I was in the front of the battle, hemmed in between 
the captain and the lieutenant, who had given me 
I that post of honor, that I might loae no time in 
learning to stand fire. Eolando, (ihserving the 
low ebb of my animal spirits, looked askew at me, 
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and muttered in a tone more resolute than courtly : 
Hark ye ! Gil Bias, look sharp about vuu ! I ^ve 
you fair notice, that if you play tlie recreant, 1 shall 
lodge a couple of bullets in your bmin. 1 believed 
him iia firmly as niy catechism, and thought it high 
time not to neglect the hint ; so that I was obliged 
to lay on embargo ou the expression of my tears, 
and to think only of recommending my soul to God 
in silence. 

While all this was going on, the carriage and 
horsemen drew near. They suspected what sort of 
gentry we were ; and guessing oiu: trade by our 
badge, stopped witldn gun-shot. They had car- 
abines and pistols as well as ourselves*. Wliilc tliey 
were preparing to give us a brisk reception, there 
jumped out of the coat'Ji a well-lookiiig gcntleinan 
richly dressed. He mounted a led horse, and put 
himself at tlie head of his pai'ty. Though they were 
but four against nine, for the coachman kept his seat 
on the box, they advanced towards us with a con- 
fidence calculated to redouble my terror. Yet I did 
not forget, though trembling in every joint, to liold 
myself in readiness for a shot : but, to give a candid 
relation of the affair, I blinked and looked the Other 
way in letting off my piece ; eo that from the liarm- 
lessness of my fire, I was sure not to have murder 
to answer for in another world. 

I shall not give the particulars of the engagement ; 
though present, I was no eye-witness ; and my tear, 
while it laid hold of my ijnagination, draw a veil 
over the anticipated horror of the sight.' All I know 
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^v about tlie matter is, that after a gnuid discharge d 
^H muaketiy, I lieaj-d my companions htUJooing Vifl 
^H turj ! Victory 1 na if their lungs were made i 
^H leather. At this ehoiit the terror wlilch hud made ^ 
^V forcible entry on my acnscs was ejected, and 1 fach^ 
tlie four horsemen stretched lifeless on tlie field of 
battle. On our side, we had only one man killed. 
Tliis was tlie renegade parson, who had now filled 
the measure of his apostasy, and paid for jesting J 
I with scapulaiies and such sacred things. The liei) 
i teuont received a slight wound in the arm ; but I 
btdlet did little more than graze the skin. 

Master Itolando was the first at the coach-doc 
; Within waa a lady of from four to five-and-twenty'^ 
i i>eautiful as an angel in his eyes, in spite of her sad 
[ condition. She had fiiinted during the conflict, and 
I her swoon still continued. "While he was fixed like 
I a, statue on her charms, the rest of us were in pro 
r found meditation on the plunder. We began 
[ Beeuring tlie horses of the defunct ; for these animalB^ i 
I frightened at the report of our pieces, had got to a 
I little distance, after the loss of their riders. For 
tlie nmles, they Iiad not wagged a hair, though the 
I coachman had jumped from liis box during the 
engagement to make his escape. We dismounted 
for the purpose of unharnessing and loading them 
I with some trunks tied before an<I behind the carriage. 
Tliis settled, the captain ordered the lady, who liad 
not yet recovered her faculties, to be set on horse- 
back before the best mounted of the robbers ; then, 
leaving the carriage and the uncased carcasses by the 
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The mgfat JumI xnotbcr hour to nin. wbcu vre 
arnTed at our subl^rmncous uutosiiu). tha first 
dung we ilid was lu lead our cavalry lo the Rtuble, 
where we were oblig«l to groom Uicm wirwJvw*, as 
tbe old negro had been (Hinfined to hU Ix^l for three 
day§, with a violent fit of the goui. tuid a unii-creid 
riieuinatism. He had no nicmbcr siiikptD but lua 
tmigue ; and that he employed in testityinj; lib* in- 
dignatioD by the most horrible impit'lie^. L»t\'iti{{ 
tluB wretch to curse and sivwir by himsi'If, we wiint 
to the kitchen to look after the liidy. So siii'ct'stifid 
were our attentions, thiit we 8ucc*x>tlud in rtviiviring 
her from her fit. But when she had ouea uiora tlto 
use of her senses, and saw herself encompuaeed by 
strangers, she knew the exteut of her niisfoitune, 
sod shuddered at the thought. All tliat grief and 
despair together could present, of images the most 
didtressing, appeared dcpicte<l in her eyes, whii'h 

! lifted up to Heaven, as if in reproach for tho 
indignities she was threatened with. Then, giving 
way nt (inee to these dreadful apprehonsiona, s!ie fi'll 

lin into a swoon, her eyelids closed once niDro, 




and the roWwre thought that death was going j 
snatch from tJiem their prey. The captain, tlier 
fore, judging it more to the purpose to leave her ttr ' 
heraelf tlian to torment her with any more of their 
aesietuiee, ordered her to bo laid on Leonarda's bed, 
and at all events to let nature take Its course. 

We went into the hall, where one of the robbers, 
who had been bred a surgeon, looked at the lieu- 
tenant's arm and put a plaster to it. After this 
scientific operation, it was thought expedient to ex- 
amine the baggage. Some of the trunks were filled 
with laces and linen, others with various articles of 
wearing apparel : but the last contained some baga 
of coin; a circumstance highly approved by the 
receivers-generftl of the estate. After thia investi- 
gation, the cook set out the eideboard, laid the cloth, 
and served up enpper. Our conversation ran first 

' on the great victory we had achieved. On this sub- 
ject, said liolando, directing himsolf to me, confess 
the truth, Gil Bias : you cannot deny that you were 
devilishly frightened. I candidly aflmitted the feet ; 
but promised to fight like a crusader, after my 
second or third campiiign. Hereupon all the com- 
pany took my part, alleging the sharpness of the 
action in my excuse, and that it was very well for a 
novice, not yet accustomed to the smell of powder. 
We next talked of the mules and horses just added 

" to our subterraneous stud. It was determined to set 
off the next morning before daybreak, and sell them 
at Mansilla, before there was any chance of our ex- 
pedition having got wind. This resolution taken, 



FLAXS FOR ESCAPE. 

we finisbed our nipper, and retnraed to the kitclKn 
to pay our respects to the lady. We ionail her in 
the aame cooditiuD. Xerertheles^, though the dre^ 
of life seemed ahnoM eshutsted, some of these 
poachers cotdd Dot help casing a wicked leer at her, 
and ^ving wible signs of a molinn within them, 
which would have broken out into overt act, had not 
Rfjlando put a spoke in their wheel, by representing 
that they ought at least to wait till the lady had got 
fid of her terrorB and (ujucami^hnes?, and could come 
in for her share of the amusement. Their respect 
for the captain operated as a cheek lo the inconti- 
nence of their passions. Xot]iiiig eUe cotdd haw 
eaved the lady ; nor would death itself probably have 
eecured her from viulMion. 

Ag^ there&ire did we Isave thi^ unhappy female 
to^er melancholy fate. Rohmthi contented himself 
with charging Leonarda to bike care of her, and we 
all separated for the night. Fur my part, when I 
went to bed, instead of courting sleep, my thoughts 
were wholly taken up with the lady's misfortunes. 
I had no doubt of her being a woman of quahty, 
snd thought lier lot on that account eo much the 
more piteous. I could not paint to myself, without 
draddering, the horrors which awaited her ; and felt 
myself as sensibly affected by them, as if united lo 
her by the ties of blood or friendship. At length, 
after having sufficiently bewailed her destiny, I 
mused on the means of preserving her honor from 
l^ita present danger, and myself from a longer abode 
[ considered that the old negro 
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could not Btir, nnd recollected that ainre liis ilbieaa 
tlie cook had the key of the grate. That thought 
warmed my fancy, and gave Lirth to a project not to 
be liazarderl lightly : the etages of its execution were 
tlie following : — 

I pretended to liave the colic. A lad in the 
colic cannot help whining and groaning; bnt I 
■went further, and cried out luatily, aa loud as my 
lunga would let me. This roused my gentle friends, 
and brought them about me, to know what the 
deuce was the matter. I informed them that I had 
a swinging fit of the gripes, and to hmnor the itlea, 
gnashed my teeth, made all manner of wry faces till 
I looked like a bedlamite, and twisted my limbs aa 
if I had been going to be delivered of a heathen 
Oracle. Then I became calm all at once, as if my 
pains had abated. The next minute, I flounc.ed up 
and down upon my bed, and threw my arms aboiit 
at random. In a word, I played my part so well, 
that these more experienced performers, knowing as 
they were, puffered themselves to be thrown off their 
guard, and to believe that my mahidy waa real. AH 
at once did they busy themselves for my relief. One 
brought me a bottle of brandy, and forced mo to 
gulp down half of it ; another, in spite of my re- 
moiiBtranccs, applied oil of Bweet almonds in a very 
offensive manner : a tltird went and made a napkin 
burning hot, to be clapped upon my stomach. In 
vain did I cry mercy ; they attributed my noise to 
the violence of my disorder, and went on inflicting 
positive evil by way of remedy for that which wa* 
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Mtifimal. At last, alti« tu Imjut it no Innp^cr, I waa 
obliged to swt^iir ihut I was U-lti>r. ami nirmut tin 
to give uie (jiiartCT. Tliirv Ifft off' killing nii) wil 
kindness, and I took care not to conijilnin any more, 
for fear of uxperienping their t«iidcr iitU'iitioua a 
second tiuio. 

This scene lasted nearly tlire« hours. After which 
the robbers, calculating it to be near dfiybrcjik, pre- 
pared for their journey to Mantilla. 1 wiw fur 
getting up, as if I had *et lay heart on being of thd 
party; but that they would not allow. No, no, 
Gil Bias, said Signer liohmdo, stay here, my lad; 
your colic may return. You shall go with ua 
another tiine ; to-day you are not in travelling con- 
dition. I did not think it prudent to urge my 
attendance too much, for fciu- of being taken at my 
word ; but only affected great diuapiMintineiit, with 
BO natural an air, tliat they all went off' witliout the 
slightest mis^i-ing of my design. After tlieir de- 
parture, for which I had prayed most fervently, I 
6aiA to myself: Now in your time, Od Bias, to be 
firm and resolved. Arm yourself with courai^ to 
go through witli an enterprise so propitiously begun. 
Domingo is tietl by the leg, and Leonarda may show 
her teeth, but she cannot bite. Pounce down upon 
opportunity while it offers ; you may wait long 
enough for another. Thus did I spirit myself up in 
soidoquy. Having got out of bed, I laid hold of 
my sword and pistols ; and away I 
kitcben. But before I made my appearance, 
stopped to hear what Leonarda was talking about 
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the fiiir incognita who waa come to Iier senses, and 
on a view of her misfortune iii its extremity, took on 
. most desperately. Tliat is right, my giil, said the 
I old hag, exy your eyes out, sob away plentifully, 
you know the good effect of woman's tears. The 
sudden shock was too much for you : but the danger 
is over, now the engines can play. Yom- grief will 
abate by little and little, and you will get reconciled 
to living with our gentlemen, who are very good 
sort of people. You will be better off' than a prin- 
ceaa. You do not know how fond they will ho of 
you. Not a diiy will pass without your being 
obliged to some of them. Many a woman would 
give one of her eyes to be ui your place. 

I did not allow Leonarda time to go on any 
longer with this babbling. lu I went, and putting 
a pistol to her breast, insisted with a mcnat-iug air 
on her delivering up the key of the grate. She did 
not know what to make of my behavior; and, 
though almost in the last stage of life, had such a 
propensity to linger on the road, as not to venture on 
a refiisal. AVith the key in my hand, I directed the 
following speech to the distressed object of my com- 
passion : Madam, Heaven sends you a deliverer in 
me ; follow, and I will see you safe whithcraoever 
you wish to be conducted. The lady was not deaf 
to my proposal, which made such an impression 
on her gratefid heart, that she jumped up with all 
" the strength she had left, threw herself at my feet, 
and conjured me to save her honor. I raised lier 
from the ground, and a^ured her she might rely on 
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me. I then took some ropes which were oppor- 
tunely in the kitdieii, and with her assUt'UJce. tied 
Leonarda to the legs of a large table, protesting 
that I would kill her if she only breathed a murmtir. 
After that, lighting it candle, I went with the incog- 
nita to the treasiiry, wliere 1 fitliwi my pockete with 
pistoles, single and double, as ftill as they could 
hold. To encourage the lady not to be scrupulous, 
I begged she woidd think herself at home, and make 
free with her own. With our finances thus recruit- 
ed, we went towards the stable, where I marched in 
with my piirtols cocked. I was of opinion tliat the 
old blackamoor, for all his gout and rheumatism, 
would not let nie saddle and bridle my horse peace- 
ably, and my resolution was to ]>ut the finishing 
hand to all his ailments, if he took it into his head 
to play the churl : but, by good luck, he waa at that 
moment in such pain, tliat I stole the steed without 
his perceiving that the door was open. The lady in 
the mean time was waiting for me. We were not 
long in threading the passage leading to the outlet ; 
but reached the gi'ate, opened it, and at last gut to 
the trap. Much ado there was to lift it, which we 
could not have done, but for tlic new strength we 
borrowed from tlie hopes of our escape. 

Day was beginning to dawn when wo emerged 
from that abyss. Our first object was to get as far 
from it as jHweible. I jumped into tlie saddle : the 
lady got up behind me, and taking the first path that 
offered, we soon galIope<l out of the forest. Coming 
to some cross-roads, we took our chance. I trembled 



[ for fear of its leaxling to Mangilla, and our encounf* 

; Kulando and liis comrades. Luokily my . 
I prehensions were unfounded. Wc got to Astorgj 
I by two o'clock in the afternoon. The people looked 
I at U8 aa if they had never seen such a sight beforSjl 
raa a woman riding behind a man. ~\Va alighted a 
I the first inn. I inuuodiatcly ordered a partridge anjjl 
I s young rabbit to the spit. "While my orders wer9 J 
I in a train of execution, the lady was showi 
I room, where we began to acrapc acquaintanc 
f one another ; which we had not done on the roai 
on account of tlie speed we made. She expressed 9 
high sense of my aervicea, and told mc that after ^ 
gentlemanly a conduct, she could not allow hersf 
to think me one of the gang from whom 1 had 
rescued her. I told her my story, to confinu her 
good opinion. By these means, I entitled jnyself 
I to her confidence, and to the Imowledgc of lier i 
I fortunes, which ahc recouiited t6 tlie following e9^!t;1 



CHAPTER KI. 



I WAS bom at Valladolid, and am called Donna 
I Mencia de Mosquera. My father, Don Martin, 
I after spending most of his family estate in the service, 

s killed in Poilugal at ibe bead of his regiment. 
I He left mc ao bttic property, tliat I was a bad match. 
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though an only dau^Pp^r. I was not, however, 
without m-y admirers, notwitlistandiDg the mediocri- 
ty of my fortune. Several of tlie most considerable 
cavaliers in S[>ain sought me in marriage. My 
favorite waa Do n AJvar de Mello. It is true he 
had a prettj^^rson than his rivids ; but more solid 
qualities deiermined me in his favor. He liad wit, 
discretion, valor, probitj' ; and in addition to all 
iJiese, an air of fashion. Was an entertainment to 
be given ? Ilia taste was sure to be displayed. If 
he appeared in the Hsts, he always fixed the eyes of 
the beholders on hia strength and dexterity. I . 
singled liim out from among all tlie rest, and mar- 
ried hini. 

A few days ailer our nuptials, he met Don 
Andrew de Baeaa, who bad been his rival, in a 
private place. Tliey attacked one another sword in 
hand, and Don Andrew fell. As he waa nephew to 
the corregidor of Valladohd, a turbulent man, vio- 
lently incensed against the house of Mcllo, Don 
Alvar thought he could not soon enough make his 
escape. lie returned home speedily, ami told me 
what had Iiappened while his horse was getting 
ready. My dear Mcneia, said he at lengtli, we must 
part. You know the corregidor : let ua not flatter 
ourselves ; he iv-ill hunt me even to death. You are 
unacquainted with his influence ; this empire will be 
too hot to hold me. He was so penetrated by hja 
own grief and mine, as not to be able to articulate 
further. I made Iiim take acme cash, and jewels: 
then he folded me in liis arms, and we did iiotlung 
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but niingle our sighs and Hltra for a quarter 
Lour. In a short time the horse was at 1 
He tore himself from me, and lett me in a contlitiofl' 
easily to be espreased. It bad been well if the 
■ss of my affliction bad destroyed mc ! How 
mueh pain and trouble might I Tmvc escaped by 
death ! Some hours after Don Alvar was gone, the 
correj^'idor became aequsunted with hia flight. He 
Bet up a hue and cry after him, sparing no pains t 
get him into his power. Jly husband, howevef 
eluded liia pursuit, and got into safe quarters ; i 
that the judge, finding himself reduced to confine bis 
vengeance to the poor satisfaction of confiscating, 
where be meant to execute, labored to good purpose 
is vocation, Doi\Alvar's little property all wra 
to the bummer. 

I remained in a very comfortless situation, 
scarcely the means of subsistence. A retired 1 
was best suited to my circumstances, with a s 
female servant. I passed my bours in lamenting, 
not an indigence, which I bore patiently, hut the 
absence of a beloved husband, of whom I received 
accofuits. He had indeed pledged himself, in the 
melancholy moments of our parting, to be punctual 
in acquainting me with his destiny, to whatever part 
of the world hia etnl stnr might conduct him. And 
yet seven years rolled on without my hearing of 
him. IVfy suspense respecting his fate afflicted nie 
most deeply. At last I heard of his fidling in bat- 
tle, under the Portuguese banner, in the kingdom of 
Fez. A man newly returned from Africa broiight 



me die account, witli the. assurance that he had been 
well ncquainted with Don -\Jviij' de ilcllo ; liad 
served witli liim in the army, and had seen liitii drop 
in the aution. To this narrative of facta he added 
suveral collateral eircuaiBtauces, which left me no 
room to donbt of my husband's premature deatli. 

About this time, Don Ambrosio Mesia CWrillo, 
Marf]uia de la Guardia, arrived at Valludohd. lie 
was one of those elderly noblemen who, with that 
good breeding acquired by long experience in courts, 
throw tlieir years into the background, and retain 
the iaeulty of making themselves agreeable to our 
eex. One day, he happened by accident to hear the 
story of Don Alvai- ; and, from the part I bore in it 
and the description of my person, tliere arose a desire 
of being better acquainted. To satisfy his curiosity, 
he made interest with one of my relations to invite 
me to her house. The gentleman was one of the 
party. This fii'st interview made not the Ibbb im- 
pression on Ilia heart, for the traces of sorrow wliich 
were tiio obvious on my countenance. He waa 
touched by its melancholy and languishing expres- 
sion, which gave him a fevorablc forecast of my 
constancy. Eeapcct, rather than any wai'mer senti- 
ment, might perhaps be the insjiirer of liis wishes. 
For he told me more than once what a miracle of 
good faith he considered me, and my husband's fate 
as enviable in this resftcot, however lamentable in 
others. In a word, he was struck with me at first 
sight, and did not wait for a review of my preten- 
sions, but at once took the resolution of making me 
his wife. 




Tlie interveation of my kinswoman was adaptq 
as the niefins of inducing me to accept his proposi 
She jMii J me a. risit ; and in the course of eonvei 
tion, pleaJed, tlmt as my liusbjind had submitted to 
the decree of Providcnco in the kingdom of Fez, at;- 
I cording to very credible nccountH, it was no longi 

rational to coop up ray charms. I had shed I 
■ enough over a man to whom I had been united I 
[ for a few momenta as it were, and 1 ought to a 
' myself of the present offer, and had nothing to do 
' but to step into happiness at once. In fiirthenuice 
of these arguments, she set forth the old marquis's 
pedigree, his wealth, and high charax'tcr : but in 
vain did her eloquence expatiate on his endowments, 
for I was not to be moved. Not tliat my mind mia- 
L gave me reapecting Don Alvar's death, nor tliat the 
\, apprehension of his sudden and unwelcome appear- 
ance hereafter, elieeked my inclinations. My little 
liking, or mtlier my extreme repugnance to a second 
marriage, after the sad issue of the first, was the sole 
i- obstacle opposed to my relation's urgency. Neither 
I 'wR8 ehe disheartened : on the contrary, her zeal for 
Don Ambrosio resorted to endless stratagems. All- 
' my family were pressed into tJie old lord's ecnica.'V 
I So beneficial a match was not to be trifled withU 
They were eternally besetting, dunning, and tor" ' 
menting me. In fact, my despondency, which 
increased frt^m day to day, contributed not a little 
I to my yielding. 

As there was no getting rid of him, I gave way 
1 to their eager suit, and was wedded to the Marquis 
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de Li Ouanlia. The dny after the nuptials, we went 
to a, veiT fin(f castle of hia near Burgos, liotween 
Grajttl and Rodillas. lie conceived a violent love 
for me : the desire of pleasing was visible in all hia 
actiune : the aiitieipatjon of my slenderest wishes was 
his earliest and Ids latest study, ^o husband ever 
regarded his wife more tenderly, no lover could jwur 
forth more devotion to hia ntistress. Xor woidd it 
have been possible for nie to steel my heart against 
a return of passion, though our ages wore so dispro- 
portioned, hail not every soft sentiment been buried 
in Eton Alvar's grave. But the avenues of a con- 
Btant heart are barred against a sceond inmate. 
The memory of my first husband threw a damp on 
all the kind efforts of the second. Mere gratitude 
was a cold retribution fur aucli tenderness ; but it 
was all I liad to give. 

Such was my temper of mind, when, taking the 
air one day at a wind'iw in my apartment, I per- 
ceived a pc'asant-looking man in the garden, i-iewing 
me with fixed attention. He appeared to be a com- 
mon laborer. The circumatance soon passed out of 
my thoughts ; but the next day, baling again taken 
my station at tlic window, I saw him on the self-same 
8jM)t, and again found myself the object of his eager 
gaze. This seemed strange ! I looked at him in 
my turn; and, after an attentive scnitiny, thought 
I could trace the features of the mihajjpy Don Alvar. 

• This seeming visit from the tombs roused ail the 

* dormant agony of ray soul, and extorted fifjm me 
a piercing scream. Happily, I was then alone ^nth 




Inea, wlio of all my women engaged the lar 
ahaxe of my cnnfidenoe. I told Ijer wliat t 
liad BO agitated my spirits. She unly laughed at ■ 
the idea, and took it tor granted that a slight re- 
semblance had imposed on my tancy. Take cour- 
' age, madam, said she, and do not be a&aid of seeing 
I your first husbimd. \ATiat likelihood is there of his 
being here in the disguise of a peasant? Is it even 
within the reach of credibUitj' that lie is etill alive? 
However, I will go down into the garden and talk with 
this niBtic. 1 will answer fur finding out who he is, 
and will return in all possible haste with my intell wa 3 
gence. Ines ran on her errand like a lapwing 
soon returned to my apartment with a face of miiwTi 
gled astonishment and emotion. Madam, exclaimed 
6he, yoiir conjecture is but too well grounded ; it is 
indeed Don Alvar whom you have seen ; lie made 
himself known at once, and pleads fur a private u 
I terview. 

As I had the means of admitting Don Alvf 
, instantaneously, by the absence of the Marquis i 

Bnrgos, I commissioned my waiting-maid to i 
" duce him into my closet by a private staireaae. 
Well may you imagine the hurry and agitation of 
my spirits. How could I support the presence of 
a man, who waa entitled to overwhebn me with re- 
I pnmclies? I fainted at ins very foot-fall as he en- 
tered, Tliey were about mc in a moment ; — ho afi 
I well as Ines ; and when they had recovered me from 
I my ewmm, Don Alvar said — Madam, for Ileaven'a 
i Bake compose yourself. My presence sliall never be 
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the c«ufle of pain to you ; nor would I for the world 
expose j<.m to the slighteiit anxiety. I am no sav- 
age husband, come to account with you for a snored 
pled^ ; nor do I impute to criminal motives tlie 
second contract you have formed. I am well aware 
that it was owing to the importunity of your friends ; 
your persecutions from that quarter are not unknown 
to me. Besides, the report of niydeatli was current 
in Valladolid ; and you had so nnicli the more rea- 
son to give it credit, as no letter from me gave you 
any assurance to tlie contrary. In short, I am no 
stranger to your habits of life since our cniel fiepa- 
ratioD ; and know tliat necessity, not lightness of 
heart, has thrown you into the arms. . . . Ah ! sir, 
interrupted 1 with eobi?, why will you make excuses 
for your unworthy wifc? Shi! is guilty, sini'C you 
ivc. Why am I not atill in the forlorn state, in 
which I languished before my marriage with Don 
Ambrosio ? Fatal nuptials I — alas ! but for these, 
I should at least have had the consolation in my 
wretchedness of seeing the object of my first vows 
again without a bhish. 

My dear Mencia, replied Don Alvar', with a look 
which marked how deeply he was penetrated by my 
conti'ition, I make no complaint of you; and fer 
from upbraiding you with yom- present pros|ierity, 
as heaven is my witness, I return it thanks for the 
favoi-s it has showered on you. Since the sad day 
of my departure fnnn Valladoiid, my own fate liiia 
ever been adverse. My life has been but a tissue 
of mistbrtune ; and, as a surcharge of evil destiny, I 



had no means of letting you hear from me. Too b 
cure in your uifection, I coiUd neither think nor dream 
but of the condition to whifh my fatal love might 
have reduced you. Donna Mencia in tears was the 
lovely, but killing spectre that haunted me ; of all 
• my mieeries, your dear idea was tlie most acute. 
Sometimes, I own, I felt remorse for tlie transport- 
ing crime of having pleased you. I wished you had 
lent an ear to the suit of some happier rival, since 
the preterenee with wliich you had honored me waa 
to fall so cruelly on yoiu" own head. To cut short 
my melancholy tale — after seven years of suffering, 
more enamored than ever, I determined to see 
you once again. The impulse was not to be re- 
sisted ; and tlie expiration of a long slavery having 
furnished mc witli the power of gi™g way to it, I 
have been at Valladolid under tliis disguise at the 
haiiard of a discovery. There, I learned the whole 
story. I then came to this castle, and found the 
means of admission into tbe gardener's ser\'iee, who 
has engaged me lis a laborer. Such waa my strat- 
agem to obtain this private interview. But do not 
suppose me capable of blasting, by my continuance 
here, the liappuiess of your future days. I love you 
bettor than my own life ; I have no considei-ation but 
for your repose; and it ia my purpose, after thus 
unburdening my heart, to finish in exile the sacri- 
fice of im existence, which has lost its value since 
no longer to he devoted to your service. 

No, Don Alvar, no, exclaimed I at these words ; 
you shall never quit me a second time. I will be 
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the companion of your wanderinge j and death only 
shall divide us from this hour. Take my advice, 
replied he, live with Don Ambrosio ; unito not y<jiir- 
eelf with my miseries, but leave mo to stand under 
their undivided weight. These and other such en- 
treaties he used ; but the more willing he seemed to . 
aacrifiee himself to my welfare, the less did I feel 
disposed to tatc advantage of liis generosity. When 
he saw me resolute in ray determination to follow 
hun, he :dl at once changed his tone ; and assuming 
an iispect of more satiafaetion. Madam, said he, since 
you still love Don jVlvar well enough, to prefer ad- 
versity with liim before yoiu- present ease and alHu- 
ence, let us then tidie up our abode at Betaticos, in 
tlie interior of Galicia. There I have a safe retreat. 
Though my nusfurtunea imiy have stripped me of all 
my etfccta, they have not alienated all my fi'Iends ; 
Bome are yet faithful, and have furnished me with the 
means of carrying yon off. M'ith their help I have 
hired a carriage at Zamom ; have bought mules and 
horses, and am accompanied by perhaps the three 
boldest of the GaJicians, They are armed with *ar- 
abines and pistols, waiting my orders at tlie village 
of Kodillas. Let us avail ourselves of Don Am- 
brosio's absence. I will send tlie carriage to tlie 
castle gate, and we will set out without loss of time. 
I consented. Don ^Vlvar flew towards Eodillas, 
and shortly rctimied with liis escort. My women, 
from the midst of whom I was carried off, not know- 
ing what to think of this violent proceeding, miwie 
their escape in great terror. Infea only was iu the 
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secret ; but she would not link her fate with 

on account of a love affair with Don Aiiibroaio'a 

favorite man. 

I got into the carriage therefore with Don Alvar, 
taking nothing with me but my clotlies and some 
jewels of my own before my second marriage ; for 
I could not think of appropriating any presents of 
the Marquis. We travelled in the direction of Ga- 
licia, without knowing if we should be lucky enough 
to reach it. We liad reason to fear Don Ambroeio's 
pursuit on his return, and that we should be over- 
taken by superior numbers. Wc went forwai-d for 
two days without any alarm, and in the hope of be- 
ing equally fortunate the tliiixl, had got into a very 
quiet conversation. Don Alvar was relating the 
melancholy adventure which had occasioned the ru- 
mor of his deatli, and how he recovered liis fi-eodom, 
after five years of slavery, when yesterday we met 
upon the Leon road the banditti you were with. He 
it was whom they killed with all his attendants, and 
it is for him the tears flow, which you see me sh) 
ding at this moment. 



CHAPTER XII. 



and I 

I 



Donna Mekcia melted into tears as she finished 
this recital, I allowed her to give a free passage 
to her sighs ; I even wept myself for company, so 
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notoral is it t» be iurercsiMl fix the afflicted, uirl ' 
e^ectallir for a lovdr female in distress. I was 
jost going to a^ her what ^he meant to do in the 
present conjuncture, and possiblv she waa going to 
consult me on the same eubject if our oonrer&adon 
had not 111 inxiiii iiujili il but we heard a great 
noifie in the inn, which drew our attention whether 
we would or no. It was no less than the anlTal 
of the correjridor, attended bv two alguazils and 
their marshalnien. Thev came into the room where 
we were. A joung gentleman in their train came 
first up to me, and began taking to pieces the dit- 
fereut articles of my dress. He had no occasion to 
examine them long. By saint James, exclaimed he, 
this is my identical doublet 1 It i« the very thing, 
and aa ealcly to be cliallenged as my horse. You 
may commit this ^ark on my recognizance ; he is 
one of the gang who Imve an undiscovered retreat in 
this country. 

At this diacouTBe, which gave me to understand 
my aecUBCr to be the gentleman robbed, whose sjioila 
to my confiision were exclusively my own. I was 
without a word to say for myself, looking one way 
and the other, and not knowing where to fix my 
eyes. The coiTegidor, whose office was suspicion, 
set me down for the culprit ; and, presuming on the 
lady for an accomplice, ordei-ed us into separate cus- 
tody. Tliis magistrate was none of your stem gal- 
lowB-preacliing fellows, he had a jocular epigram- 
matic sort of countenance. God knows if his heart 
lay in the right place tor all that I As soon as I 




was committed, in came he with hia pack. 
I knew tlieir trade, and began by searching med 
' "VVliat a forfeit to these lords of tlie manor 1 

every handful of pistoles, what little eyes did I e 
I them make ! The corregldor waa absolutely out o 
s wits 1 It was the best stroke witliin the memo] 
of justice ! My pretty lad, said his worship with ■ 
softened tone, we only do our duty, but do not y 
tremble for your bones before the time : you ' 
J not bo broken on the wheel if you do not deserve H 
I These blood-suckers were emptying my pockets t 
I the time vrith their cursed palaver, and took from n 
I what their bettera of the shades bdow had the 
I cency to leave — my uncle's forty ducats. The^^ 
I Btuck at nothing I Their stanch fingers, with s 
r but certain scent, routed nic out fram top to tOJ^.fl 
I they whisked mc round and round, and stripped d 
I even to the shame of modesty, for fear some sneak- 
ing portrait of the king should slink between my 
I shirt and skin. AVhcn they could sift me no further, 
I the corregidor thought it time to begin his esaniinft- J 
I tion. I told a plain tale. My de^Msition was take^ 
' down ; and tlie sequel was, that he carried in hisT] 
train his bloodhounds, and my little property, leav- 
f me to toaa without a rag upon a beggai-ly wlusp 
, of straw. 

O, the miseries of human life 1 groaned I, when 

I found myself in this merciless and sohtary cnndi- 

I tion. Oiu- adventures here are whimsical, and out 

of all time and tune. From my first outset from 

I Oviedo, I had got into a pleasant round of difficult- 
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ies ; hardly liad I worked myself out of one d^ngerj 
before 1 soused into aaotlier. Coming into town 
here, liow could I ex|}cct tlie honor of the corrogidor's 
aequaiiitanrc ? ^VTiile thus cooimuriing with my 
own thoughts, I got once more into the cursed 
doublet and the rest of the paraphcmulia which ha3. 
got me into such a scrape ; then plucking up a, little 
coitfago. Never mind, (.iil lilaa, thought I, do not 
be chicken-liearted. ^Vhat is a prison above ground, 
aA«r 80 brimstone a snuffle as thou hast had of the 
regions below ? But, alas ! I hidlo before 1 am out 
of the wood I I am in more experienced hands than 
those of Leonardii and Domingo. My key will not 
open this grate ! I might well say so, for a jtrisoner 
without money is like a bird with ita wings clipped ; 
one must be in full feather, to flutter out of distance 
from those gaol-birds. 

But we left a partridge and a young rabbit on the 
spit I How they got off I know not ; but my sup- 
per was a bit of sallow-comjilexioned bread, with a 
pitcher of water to render it ameuable to iriastica- 
tion ! and thus was I destined to bite the bridle in 
my dimgcon. A fortnight was pretty well without 
seeing a soul but my keeper, who had orders that I 
should want for nothing in the broad and water 
way I Whenever he made liis appearance I wan in- 
clined to he sociable, and to parley a httle to get rid 
of the blue devils ; but this majestic minister was 
above rejily, he was mum ! he scarcely trusted his 
eyes but to see that I did not slip by him. On 
the sixteenth day, the corrcgidor strutted in to this 
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tune — You are a lucky fellow! I hiive news i 
you. The lady is packed off for Burgos. SlX 
came under my examination before her departure, 
and her answers went to your exculpation. You 
will be at large this very day if your carrier from 
Pegnaflor to Cacabeloa agrees in the same tale. Ha < 
is now in Astorga. I liave sent for him, 
him here ; if he confirms the story of tlie tortm 
you are your own master. 

At these words I was ready to jump out of i 
skin for joy. The business was settled 1 I thai 
the magistrate for the abridgment of justice with 
which he had deigned to fai'or me, and was getting 
to the fag end of my compliment, when the midetecr 
arrived, with an attendant before and behind. I 
knew the fellow's face ; but he, havino; aa a mnttei' 
of course sold my cloak-bag with the contents, from 
a deep-rooted affection to the money which the sale 
had brought, swore lustily that he had no acquaints 
ance with mc, and had never seen me in the whole 
course of his life. O ! you villain, exclaimed I, go 
down on yoiu- knees and own that you have sold iny 
clothes. Prythee, have some regard to truth I 
Look in my face ; am not I one of those shallow 
young fellows whom you had the wit to threaten 
with the rack in the corporate town of Cacabeloa ? 
The muleteer turned upon his tfie, and protested he 
had not the honor of my acquaintance. As he per^ 
sisted in his disavowal, I was recommitted for fiwther 
examiuation. Patience once more 1 It wae only 
reducing feasts and fasts to tlie level of bread and 
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water, and regaling ihe only sense I had tJie means 
of using with the sight of my tongue-tied warden. 
But wlien I reflected how little innocence wonld 
avail to extricate nie fram the clutchea of the law, 
the thought was death ; I panted for my subterrane- 
ous p^adifie. Tidce it fur all in idl, said I, there 
were fewer grievances than in this dungeon, I was 
hail fellow well met witii the banditti ! 1 bandied 
about my jokea with the best of them, and lived on 
the sweet hope of an escape ; whereas my innocence 
here will only be a passport to the galleys. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



WhiU! I passed the hours in tickling my fancy 
with my own gay thoughts, my adventures, word 
for word, as 1 had set my hand to them, were cur- 
rent about the town. The people wanted to make 
a show of me I One after another, there they came, 
peeping in at a little window of my prison, not too 
capacious of daylight ; and when they had looked 
about them, off they went I This raree-show waa a 
novelty. Since my commitment, there had not been 
a living creature at that window, which looked into 
a court where silence and horror kept guard. This 
gave me to understand that I was become the town- 
talk, and I knew not whether to divine good or evil 
from tlie omen. 
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One of my first visitors was the little chorister ^ 
I Mondognedo, who had a fellow-feeling with me W 
the rack, and tin equally light pair of hoels. I ku^ 
1 at once, and he had no qualms about aclniowJ 
I edging me as an acquaintance. Wc exchanged I 
I Idiid greeting, then compared notes since our eeparai" 
I tion. I was obliged to relate my adventures in due 
I form and order. The cliorister, on his part, told 
"me what had happened in the inn at Cacabeloa, 
I between the muleteer and the bride, after we had 
I taken to our heels in a panic. Then, with a friendly 

assurance at parting, lie promised to leave no stonej 
' imtumcd for my release. IDs companions, of r 
cm-iosity, testified theu- pity for my miafortuneH 
assuring me that they would lend a helping hand t 
the little chorister, and do tlieir utmost to procurj 
ay iiTodoni. 

Thty were no worse than their word. The col 

regidor was apphed to in my favor, who, no lon^ 

doubtfid of my innocence, above all when be 1 

r heard the chorister's story, came three weeks 

' wards into my cell. Gil Bias, said he, I 

stand eluUy-shally : begone, you are free ; yon may 

take yourself ofF whenever you please. But, tell me, 

if you were carried to the forest, could you not dis- 

, cover the subterraneous retreat? No, sir, replied I : 

\ as I only entered in the night, and made my escape 

I before daybreak, it would ite impossible to fix upon 

[ the spot. Thereupon the magistrate withdrew, 

I assuring me that the gaoler should be oi-dered to 

I give me free egress. In fact, tl»e very next moment 
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tte turnkey came Into my dungeon, followed by one 
of Iiifl outriding establisliment, with a bundle of 
clothes under hia arm. Tbey both of them stripped 
mc with the utmost solemnity, and widiout uttering 
a smgle syllable, of my doublet and breeches, which 
■ had the honor to be made of a bettermost cloth 
aJmoBt new ; then, having rigged me in an old frock, 
they shoved me out of their hospitable mansion by 
the shoulders. 

Tlie taking I waa hi to see myself so ill equipped, 
act^d as a cooler to the usual transport of prisoners 
at recovering their liberty. I was tempted to escape 
from the town without delay, that I might withdraw 
from the gaze of tlie people, whose prying eyes I 
could not encounter hut with jiain. . My gratitude 
however got tlie better of my diffidence. I went to 
thank the little chorister, to whom I was so much 
obliged. He could not help chuckling when he saw 
me. That is your trim, is it? said he. Aafaraal 
see, you cannot complain that your caee has not 
been sifted to the bottom. I have nothing to say 
against tlie laws of my country, replied I j they are 
as just as need be. I only wish tlieir officers would 
take after them. They might have spared me my 
suit of clothes ! I have pjiid for them over and 
over again. 1 ani quite of your roind, rejoined lie ; 
but they would tell you that these are little formaii- 
ties of old standing, wliich cannot be dispensed with. 
What! you are foolish enough to suppose, for in- 
stance, that your liorse has been restored to its right 
owner? Not a woi-d of it, if you plcaeo : the beast 
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is at thia present in die stiiblea of the register, where 
it has been irapuundod as a witness to be brought 
into court : it' the poor gentleman comes off with the 
crujiper, he will be so much in pocket. But let us 
change the subject, AVhat is your plan ? What' do 
jou mean to do with yourself'? I have an inclina- 
tion, said I, to take the road for Burgos, I niay 
light oil my rescucdTiidy ; she will give uie a little 
ready cash ; I Bhiill then buy a new short caeaock, 
and betake myself to Salamanca, where I shall see 
what I can make of my Latin. All my trouble is, 
how to get to Burgos : one must live on the road. 
I imderatand you, replied he. Take my puree : it is 
rather thinly lined, to be sure ; but you know a 
chorister's dividends are not like a bishop's. At the 
^sme time he drew it from his pouch, and inserted 
it between my hands witli so good a grace, that I 
could not do otherwise than ac(«pt it, for want of a 
better. I thanked him aa though he had made me a 
present of a gold mine, and tendered him a thousand 
promises of recompense, to be duly honored and 
punctually paid at doom'a-day. With this I left 
him, and skulked out of the town, not paying my 
respects, to my other benefactors ; but giving them 
a thousand blessings from my heart. 

The little chorister had reason for speaking mod- 
estly of ids purse ; it was not orthodox. By good 
luck, I had been used for these two months to a very 
Blender diet, and bad still a little small change left 
when 1 reached Potitc deMiila, not far from Burgos. 
I halted there to inquire after Donna Mencia. The 
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hostess of the inn I put \vp at was a little withered, 
spiteful, emaciated bit of mortality, I saw at a 
glance, by the mouths she made at me aside, that 
my frock did not hit her fancy ; and I thought it a 
proof of her taste. So 1 sat myself down at a table j 
ate bread and cheese, and drank a few glasses of 
execrable wine, such as innkeepers technically call 
cassecoquin. During this meal, which was of a 
piece with the outward appearance of the guest, I 
did my utmost to come to closer quarters with my 
landlady. Did she know tlie Marquis de la Guar- 
dia? "Was his caatle far out of town? Above all, 
what was become of my lady marchioness? You 
ask many questions in a breath, replied she, bri- 
dling with disdain. But I got out of her, though by 
hard pumping, that Don Ainbrosio's castle was but 
a short league from Ponte de Miila. 

After I had done eating aiid diinking, as it waa 
night, I thought it mitural to go to bed, and asked 
for my room. , A room for you ! shrieked iny land- 
lady, darting at me a glance of contempt and pride ; 
1 have no rooms for fellows who make their supper 
oft a bit of cheese. All my beds arc bespoke. 
There are people of fashion expected, and oiu- efi- 
commodations are all kept for them. But I will not 
be unchristian : you may lie in my bam : I siippoBO 
your soft skin will not be incommoded by the feci 
of straw. She spoke truth without kno\ving it. I 
took it all in silence, and slunk to my roosting-place, 
where 1 fell asleep like a man, tlie excess of whose 
labors are his rcJidy passport to the blessings of 
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CHAPTEB XIV. 



VOSSA MESCIA-S RBCEPTJOS OF SIU AT BITKl 

I WAS 110 sluggard, but got up the next morning 
betimes, I paid my bill to the landlady, who was 
already atirring, and seemed a little less lofty and in 
better huinor than the evening before ; a circum- 
stance I attributed to the endeavors ofthrce kind 
guardsmen belonging to the lioly brotherhood. 
These gentlemen had slept in the inn : they i 
evidciitly on a very intimate footing witli the ho« 
ess : and doubtless it was for guesta of such not 
that all the beds were bespoke. 

I inquired in the town my way to the castle whej 
I wanted to present myself. ISy accident I inaden 
to a man not unlike my landlord at Pegnaflor. He 
was not satisfied with answering my question to the 
point; but informed me that Don Ambrosio had 
been dead three weeks, and the marchioness his lady 
had taken the resolution of retiring to a convent at 
Burgos, which he named. I proceeded immediately 
towards that town, instead of taking the road to th^ 
castle, as I had first meant to do, and flew at om 
to the place of Donna Meucia's retreat. I besoug^^ 
the attendant at the turning-box to tell that lady tliat 
a yoimg man just discharged from prison at Astorga 
wanted to speak with her. The nun went on the 
message immediately. On her return, she showed 
me into a piU'lor, where I did not wait long before 
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Don Ainbrosio's widow appeared at the gra 
deep mourning. 

-You are welcome, said tlie lady. Four dav 
I wrote to a person at Astorga, to pay you a visit ae 
from mc, and to tell you to come and see me the 
moment you were released from priBon, I lind no 
doubt of your being dischm-ged shortly : what I told 
the corregidor in your expulpatinn was enough for 
that. An answer was hrought tliat you hwl been 
Bet at liberty, but that no one knew what was be- 
come of you. I was afraid of not acoiiig you any 
more, and losing the phiaaure of esi)reasing my grat- 
itude. Never mind, added she, obsei'ving my con- 
fusion at making my appearance in bo wretched a 
giU"b ; your dresa is of very little consequence. Af- 
ter the important services yuu hare rendered mo, I 
should be tlie moat ungrateful of my sex, if I were 
to do notliing for you in retimi. I imdertakc there- 
fore to better your condition : it ia my duty, and the 
meane are in my pow er. My fortune is large enough 
to pay my debt of obligation to you, without piitting 
myself to inconvenience. 

You know, continued she, my story np to the 
time when we both were committed to prison, 
will noi* tell you what has happened to 
When the corregidor at Aatorga had sent me 
Burgos, after having heard from my own li] 
fiuthful recital of my ad^-enturea, I presented 
self at the Castle of Ambrosio. My return thith* 
excited extreme surprise : but they told me that it 
was too late ; the marqius, as if he had bean thun- 
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derstruck at my fliglit, fell sifk ; and the phyBiciaUB 
despaired of liia recovery. Here wsis a new incident 
in the melancholy tragedy of mv fate. Yet I or- 
dered my arrival to be announced. The next mo- 
ment I ran into his chamber, and threw myself on 
my kneea by his bedside, with a face running down 
with tears and a heart oppreased with the moat lively 
sorrow. Who sent for you hither? said he aa soon 
aa he saw me ; are you come to eontemjilate your own 
contrivance ? Was it not enough to have deprived me 
of life? But Wiis it necesatiry to satisfy your heart's 
desire, to be an cyc-witneas of my death? JVfy lord, 
replied I, lues must have told you that I fled with my 
first husband; and, had it not been for the Bad acci- 
dent wliieh has taken him fixtm me forever, you never 
would have seen me more. At the same time I ac- 
quainted him that Don Alvar had been killed by a 
banditti, whose captive I bad consequently been in a 
subterraneous dungeon. After relating the particu- 
lars of my story to the end, Don Ambrosio held out 
to me his hand. It is enough, said he affectionately, 
I will make no more complaints. Alas ! Have I 
in fact any right to reproach you? You were 
thrown once more in the way of a beloved husband ; 
and gave me up to follow his i'nrtunes : can! blame 
such an instance of your affection ? No, madam, it 
would liave been vain to resist the will of fate. For 
that reason I gave orders not to pursue you. In my 
rival himself I coidd not but respect the sacred rights 
with which he was invested, and even the impulse 
of your flight seemed to have been communicated 
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by some Biiperior power. To close all with i 
of justice, and in tlie spirit of reconciliation, your 
return hither ha« reuetnblishcd you completely in my 
affection. Yes, my dear Mencia, your presence filla 
me with joy ; but. alas ! I shall not long be sensible 
to it. I feel my la:^ hour to be at hand. No soon- 
er are you restored to me, than I must bid you au 
eternal farewell. At these touching expressions, my 
tears flowed in torrents. I felt and expressed as 
much affliction as the human heart is capable of 
oontiuning. I question whether Don Alvar's death, 
doting on him as I did. liad cost me more bitter lam- 
entatioUis. Don Ambrosio had given way to no mis- 
taken presage of his death, wliich happened on the 
following day ; and I remained miatross of a consid- 
erable jointui-e, settled on me at our marriage. But 
I shall take care to make no unworthy use of it. 
The world sliall not see me, young as I still am, 
wantoning in the arms of a. thinl husband. Besides 
that such levity seems irreconcilable with tlie feel- 
ings of any but the profligate of our sex, I will 
frankly own the relish of life to be extinct in' me ; 
BO that I mean to end my days in this convent, : 
to become a benefactress to it. 

Such was Donna Mencia's discourse about j 
future plans. She then drew a purse from benes 
her robe, and put it into my hands, with this ad- 
dress : Here are a hundred ducats simply to furnish 
out your wardrobe, _Xhat~d<»B6,-et«ne--Mtd- see me 
again, I mean not to confine my gratitude within 
8uch narrow bounds. I returned her a thousand 
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thanka, and promiBed solemnly not to quit Bnrgoa, 
without taking leave of her. Having; given this 
pledge, which I hiid every inelination to redeem, 
went to look out for some houso of entertaiiuneE 
Entering the first I met with, I aeked for a r 
To parry tlie ill opinion my frofk might convey e 
my finances, I told the landlord that, however e 
pearances might be against me, I could pay for n 
night's lodging aa well as a better dressed gentls^ 
man. At tliis speech, the landlord, whose name 
was Miyuelo, a great banterer in a coarse way, run- 
ning over me with his eyes from top to toe, answered 
■with a cool, sarcastic grin, tliat there was no need 
of any snch assurance : it was evident I should pay 
my way liberally, for he discovered something of 
nobility through my disgnisc, and had no doubt but 
I was a gentleman in very easy circunistanccis, I 
saw plainly that the rascal was laugliing at me ; and, 
to stop ills humor before it became too eonvidaive, 
gave liim a little insight into the state of my purse, 
I went HO far as to count ovei* my ducats on a table 
before liim, and perceived my coin to liave inclined 
liim to a more respectful judgment. I begged the 
favor of him to send for a tailor. A broker would 
be better, said he ; he will bring all sorts of apparel, 
and you will be dressed up out of hand. I approved 
of this advice, and determined to follow it : but, as 
the day was on the point of closing, I put off my 
purchase till the morrow, and thought only of get- 
ting a good supper, to make me amends for the mis- 
erable fore I had taken up with since my escape from 
the forest. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

OIL BLAS DRESSES HIMSELF TO MORE ADVANTAGE, AND RE- 
CEIVES A SECOND PRESENT FROM THE LADY. HIS EQUI- 
PAGE ON SETTING OUT FROM BURGOS. 

They served me up a plentiful fiicassee of sheep's 
trotters, almost the whole of which I demolished. 
My drinking kept pace with my eating : and when 
I could stuiF no longer, I went to bed. I lay com- 
fortably enough, and was in hopes that a sound sleep 
would have the kindness without delay to commit a 
friendly invasion on my senses. But I could not 
close an eye, for ruminating on the dress I should 
cTioose. What shall I do, thought I? Shall I fol- 
low my first plan ? Shall I buy a short cassock, and 
go to Salamanca to set up for a tutor ? Why should 
I adopt the costume of a licentiate ? For the pur- 
pose of going into orders? Do I feel an inward 
call? No. If I have any call, it is quite tlie con- 
trary way. I had rather wear a sword than an 
apron : and push my fortune in this world, before 
I think of the next. 

I made up my mind to take on myself the appear- 
ance of a gentleman. Waiting for the day with the 
greatest impatience, its first dawn no sooner greeted 
my eyes, than I got up. I made such an uproar in 
the inn, as to wake the most inveterate sleeper, and 
called the servants out of bed who returned my salute 
with a volley of curses. But they found themselves 
under a necessity of stirring, and I let them have no 
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raBtftiQ they had sent for a ■broker. The genth 
BOOH made Ids appearance, followed by two h 
each lugging in a great bundle of green cloth. Hfe' 
aocoBted me very civilly, to the following effect : 
Honored sir, you are a happy man to have been 
recommended to me rather than anV one else. I do 
not mean to give my brethren an ill word : God 
forbid I should otter the shglitest injury to tlieir 
reputation ! They have none to qiare. But, be- 
tween ourselves, there is not one of them that has 
any bowels ; they are more extortionate than the 
Israelites. There is not a broker but myself, tliat 
has any moral sense. I keep within the bounds of 
a reasonable profit. I am satisfied witli a pound in 
the penny; — no, no! — that is wrong: — with 
penny in the pound. Thanks to Heaven, I get fo 
ward fair and softly in the world. 

The broker, after tliis prefiice, which I, like a fool, 
took for chapter and verse, told his joimieymen to 
undo their bundles. They showed me suits of every 
color in the rainbow, and exposed to sate a great 
choidc of plain cloths. These I threw aside with 
contempt, as thinking them too undressed ; but they 
made ine try on one which fitted me as well as if 
had been measiuxj. for it, anil just hit 
though it was a little the worse for wes 
a doublet with slashed sleeves, with breeches and a 
cloak, the whole of blue velvet with gold em- 
broidery, 1 felt a little hankering after this partic- 
ular article, and attempted to beat down the price. 
The broker, who saw my inclination, told me I had 
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a very correct taate. By all that is sacred ! 
claimed he, it is plain you are no younker. Ti 
this with you I That dress was made for one of 
first nobility in the kingdom, and has not been on 
hia back three times. Look at the velvet ; feel it : 
nothing can be richer or of a better color ; and for 
the embroidery, come, now! tell truth: did yon 
ever see better workmanship? What ia the price 
of it? said I. Only sixty ducats, replied be, I 
have refused the money, or else I am a liai'. The 
alternative could not fail in one proposition or the 
other. I bid five and forty : two or three and 
twenty would have been nearer the mark. My 
worthy master, said the broker coolly, I never 
ask too much. I have but one price. But here, 
added he, holding up the suits I had thrown aside ; 
take these : I can afford to sell them a better bar- 
giun. All this only inflamed my eagerness to buy 
what I was cheapening ; and aa I had no idea that 
he would have made any abatement, I paid him down 
sixty ducats. When he saw how easily a fool and 
his money were parted, I verily beheve that, in spite 
of the moral sense, he heartily repented not having 
t^en a hint from the extortionate Israelite. But 
reoonciling himself as well as he could to the small 
profit, to which he professed to confine himself, of a 
pound upon a penny, he retreated with hia journey- 
men. I was not suffered to forget that they must 
have something for their trouble. 

I had now a cloak, a. doublet, and a very decent 
pair of breeches. The rest of my wardrobe 
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be thought of: and this took up the whole morniig. 
I bought some Hnen, a hat, silk etoekinga, shoes, 
and a aword ; and concluded by putting on my pur- 
chaaea. What pleasure was it to sec myself ao well 
aceoutred 1 My eyes were never cloyed, aa it 
were, with the richness of my attii-e. Never did 
peacock look at liis own plumage with less pluloso- 
phy. On that very day, I pjiid a second lisit to 
Donna Mencia, who received me with her usual 
affability. She tlianked me over again for the 
service 1 had rendered her. On that subject, rapid 
was the interehange of compliments. Then, wish- 
ing eveiy kind of aucceas, she bade me farewell, and 
withdrew, without giving me anytliing but a ring 
worth thirty pistolea, which sho begged me to keep 
as a remembrance. 

I looked very fooliah with my ring ! I had 
reckoned on a much more considerable present. 
Thus, little satisfied with the lady's bounty, I 
measured back my steps in a very musing attitude : 
but as I entered the inn door, a man overtook mo, 
and tlirowing off his wrapping cloak, discovered a 
large bag under his arm. At the vision of the bag, 
apparently full of current coin, I stood gaping, as 
did most of the compajiy present. The voice of 
angel or archangel could not have been sweeter, 
than when tins messenger of earthly droaa, laying 
the bag ujKin the table, said : Signor Gil Bias, the 
lady marcliioness desires her compliments, I bowed 
the bearer out, with an aeammlation of fine 
speeches ; and, as soon as hia back was turned, 
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pounced upon the bag, like a hawk upon its quarry, 
and bore it between my talons to ray chamber. I 
untied it without loss of time, and the L-untents 
were; — a thousand ducats I The landlord, who 
had overheard the bearer, came in just as I had done 
counting them, to know what was in the bag. Tlie 
sight of my richea displayed upon a table, struck 
him in a very forcible manner. What tbc devil ! 
here is a sum of money I So, so ! you are the man I 
pursued he with a waggish sort of leer, you know 
how to — tickle the — fancies of the ladies ! Four 
and twenty hours only have you been in Burgos, 
and marchionesses, I warrant you, have surrendered 
at the first summons ! 

This diacourae was not so much aniisa. I was 
half inclined to leave Majuelo in liis error ; for it 
flattered my vanity. I do not wonder young ti?IIow8 
are fond of passing for men of gallantry. But aa 
yet the purity of my morals was proof against the 
suggestions of ray pride. I undeceived my landlord, 
by telling him Domia Mencia'a story, to which be 
listened very attentively. Afterwarda I let liim into 
the state of my affairs ; and, as he acemed to take 
an interest in them, besought him to assist me with 
his advice. He ruminated for some time ; then sdd 
with a serious air: Master Gil Bias, I have 1 
a liking to you ; and since you are candid enot 
to open your heart to me, I will tell you sincere 
what I tliink would suit you beat. You ' 
evidently bom for a court life : I recommend you to 
go tliither. and to get about the persom of a 
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considerable nobleman. But make a point either of 
getting at his secrets, or iulministering to his 
pleasures ; unless you do that, it will be all lost time 
in his family. I know the great ; they reckon nothing 
upon tlie zeal and attaehment of a real friend ; but 
only care for pimping syeophants. You havg' 
besides another string to your bow. You are young, 
with an attractive person : parts out of the question, 
for they are not at all times necessary, it is hard if 
you cannot turn the head of some rich widow, or 
handsome wife with a broomstick for her husband. 
Love may ruin men of fortune ; but it makes amends 
by feathering the nests of those who have none. 
My vote therefore is for Madrid : but you must not 
make your appearance there without an establish- 
ment. There, as elsewhere, people judge by the 
outside ; and you will only be respected according 
to the figure you make. I will find you a servant, 
a tried domestic, a prudent lad ; in a word, a fellow 
of my own creation. Buy a couple of mules ; one 
for yourself, the other for him : and set off as fast 
as you can. 

This counsel was too palatable to be refused. On 
the day following, I purchased two fine mules, and 
bargained with my new servant. He was a young 
man of thirty, of a very simple and godly appear- 
nnce. He told me he was a native of Gridieia, by 
name Ambrose de Lamela, Other servants are sel- 
fisli, and think they never can have wages enough. 
This fellow asHiu-ed me he was a man of few wants, 
and should be contented with whatever I had the 
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goodness to give him. I bought a pair of I 
with a portmanteau to lock up my linen and ■ 
money. Having settled witii my landlord, I e 
from Burgos the nest morning before s 
my way to Madrid. 
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We slept at Ducngnaa the first night, and rei 
Valladolid on the following day, about four o'cli 
in the idlemoon. We alighted at tlie inn of the 
moat respectable appearance in the town. I left tlie 
care of the mules to my fellow, and went up to a 
room whither I ordered my porbnantcau to be car- 
ried by a waiter. As I felt a little wearj', I threw 
myself on a couch in my boota, and fell asleep in- 
voluntarily. It was almost night when I awoke. I 
called for Ambrose. He was not to be found in the 
house ; hut made his appearance in a short time. I 
asked him where he had been : he answered in his 
godly way, that he was just come from church, 
whither he went for the purpose of thanksgiving, by 
reason tliat we had been graciously preserved from 
all perils and dangers between Burgos and Valladolid, 
I commended his piety ; and ordered a chicken to 
roasted for supper. 

At tlie moment when I was giving thia order. 
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landlord came into my room with a light in liia luind. 
That cursed candle served to introduce a lady, hiind- 
eome but not young, and very richly attired. She 
leaned upon an usher, none of thts youngeat, and a 
little blackamoor was her train-bearer. 1 was under 
no small surprise when this fair incognita, witli a 
profound obeisance, begged to know If-my-nfl^me 
might happeg to be Signor Gil Bias of Santillane? 
T had no sooner blundered out yes, tlian ehs-^^eleased 
her sweet hand from the custody of tlie usher, and 
embraced me with a transport of joy, of which I 
knew leaa and less what to make. Heaven be*- 
praised, cried she, for all its mercies ! You are 
noble sir, the very man of whom I was in qui 
By this introduction, I was reminded of my friend 
the parasite at Pegnaflor, and was on the point of 
suspecting the lady to be no better than an honest 
woman should be : but her finale gave me a much 
higher opinion of her. I am,- oontimi[aL.Bhc, firat 
cousin to Donna Mcneia dc.iloBqucra, whwn- you 
have so greaily befriended. It was but this morn- 
ing I received a letter from her. She writes me 
word that haiing leiimed your intention of going to 
Madrid, she wished me to receive you hospitably on 
your joiuTiey, if you went this way. For these two 
hours have I been parading the town. From inn to 
inn have I gone to inform myself what strangers 
were in the house ; and I gathered from the land- 
lord's description, that yoa were most likely to have 
been my cousin's deliverer. Since then I have 
found you out, you shall know by experience my 
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gratitude to the triends of my family, and especially 
to my dear cousin's hero. You will take up your 
abode, if you please, at my house. Your accom- 
modations wdl be bettor. I wislied to excuse my- 
self; and told the lady that I could not be so trouble- 
some ; but her importunities were, more than a match 
for my mgde^ty. A carriage was waiting at the 
door of die inn to convey us. She saw my port- 
manteau tokea care of with her own eyes, because, 
as she justly observed, there were a great many 
light-fingered gentry about Valladolid — to be sure 
there were a great many light-fingered gentry about 
Valladolid, as she justly observed 1 In gliort, I got 
into the carriage with her and the old usher, and 
BuiFered myself to be carried off bodily from the inn, 
to the great annoyance of the landlord, who saw him- 
self thus weaned from all the little perquisites he had 
reckoned on from my abode under his roof. 

Our carriage, having rolled on some distance, 
stopped. "VV'e alighted at the door of a handsome 
house, and went up stairs into a well furnished 
apartment, illuminated by twenty or thirty wax 
candles. Several servants were in waiting, of whom 
the lady inquired whether Don Raphael was come. 
They answered. No, She then addressed herself to 
me : Signor Gil Bias, I am waiting for my brotlier's 
return from a country seat of ours, about two leagues 
distant. What an agreeable surprise will it be to 
him to find a man under his roof to whom our family 
is so much indebted I At tlie very moment she had 
finished tliis pretty speech, we lieard a noise, and 




were informed at the same time that it was 
caaioncd by the arrival of Don IJjiphael. This 
Boon made his appearance. He was a young 
of [xirtly figure and genteel manners. I am in 
aay to see you back again, brother, said the 
lady; you will assist me in doing the li 
Signer Gil Bias of Santillane. Wo can nerver 
do enough to show our sense of his kindness to our 
Idoawoman, Donna Mencia. Here, read tliis 
I have just received. Don Kaphael opened 
envelope, and read aloud as follows ; — 

" My Deak Camilla : Signor Gil Bias of Santil- 
lane, the saviour of my honor and my life, has just set 
out for court. He will of courtje pass tiu-ough Val- 
Iridoiid. I conjure you by our family connection, 

id still more by our indissoluble fi^endship, to give 
him a hosjjitable reception, and to detain him for 
some time as your guest. I flatter myself that you 
will so for oblige me, and tliut my deliverer will 
receive every kind of polite attention from yourself, 
and my cousin Don Kaphael . 

Your affectionate cousin, 

"Burgos. Donna Menoia." 

What I cried Don Raphael, easting his eyes again;! 
over the letter, is it to this gentleman my kina- 
wonian owes her honor and her life ? Then Heaven 
be praised for this lia]>py meeting. With this sort 
of language, he iulvanced towards me ; and squeezing 
me tightly in his anns : What joy to me is it, added 
he, to have the honor of seeing Signor Gil Bias of 
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iSSantillaiie ? Mycousm the inarciiionesa had no need 
to preaa the hospitality. Had she only told ws 
Bimply tliat you were pnssing through Valladolid, 
that would have been enough. My sister Cumilla 
and I shiill be at no loss how to conduct oiuwilves 
towanls a young gentleman, who luis conferred an 
obligation, not to be repaid, on her of all our family 
most tenderly beloved by us. I made the beat 
answer I could to these speeches, wliich were fol- 
lowed by many others of the same kind, and inter- 
larded with a thousand bows and scrapes. But 
Lord bless me, he has Ms boots on ! The servants 
were ordered in, to take them off. 

We next went luto anodier room, where the cloth 
was laid. Down we sat at tabic, the brother, sister, 
and myself. They paid me a hundi-ed compli- 
ments during supper. Not a word escaped me, but 
they magnified it into an admirable hit ! It was 
impossible not to obsene the assiduity with which 
they both helped me out of every dish. TJon 
Raphael ofteji pledged me to Donna Mencia's health. 
I could not refuse the challenge ; and it looked a 
little as if Camilla, who was a very go(Kl companion, 
ogled at mo with no questionable meauing. I even 
thought I could perceive that she watched her op- 
portunity, as if she was a&aid of being detected by 
her brother. An ora«le could not hai-e convinced 
me more firmly that the lady was caught ; and I 
looked forward to a little delicate amusement from 
the discovery, during the short time I was to stay at 
Valladolid. That hope was my tempter to comply 
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with die request they made nie, of condescending 
pasH a, few days with thetii. They thanked 
Idndly for indulging them with my company j and 
Camilla'a restrained, but visible transport, cmifirmed, 
me in the opinion that I was not altogether di»«i 
agreeable in her eyes. 

Don Ejiphael, findiog I had made up my mind to 
be his guest for a few days, proposed to take me to 
liis country house. The desc^ription of it wjie mag- 
nificent, and the round of amusemeHta he meditated 
for me was not to be described. At one time, said 
he, we will take the diversion of the chase, at another 
that of fishing ; and whenever you have a mind for 
saunter, we have cliarming woods and gardi 
.addition, we shall have agreeable society. I flat 
myself you will not find the time hang heavy on yoi 
liands. I accepted the invitation, and it was agri 
that we should go to this fine country house the 
lowing day. We rose from table with tli 
scheme in our mouths. Don Kaphael seemed in 
ecBtasy. Signor Gil Bias, said he, embracing me, 
I leave you with my sister. I am going presently 
to give the necessary orders, and send invitations 
round to the families I wish to be of the party. 
With these words he sallied forth from the room 
where we were sitting. I went on chattuig with 
the iady, whose topics of discourse did not belie the 
glances of her expressive eyes. She took me by the 
hand, and playing with my ring, You have a mighty 
pretty brilliant there, said she, but it is small. Aim. 
'ou a judge of jewelry ? I answered, no I I 
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sorry for that, resumed slic, beoause I waa in liopos 
you could have told iiic what ttiia is wnrtli. As she 
uttered these words, she showed me a large rubv on 
lier finger ; and, while I waa looking at it, said — 
An uncle of mine, who was governor of the Spanish 
settlements in the Philip jiine Isles, gave am this 
ruby. The jewellcre at VaJladoIid value it at tliree 
hundred pistoles. It cannot be worth less, said I, 
for it is evidently a very fine stone. Why then, 
einc€ you have taken a fancy to it, replied she, an 
exchange ia no robbery. In a twinkling she wliieked 
off my ring, and plaeed her own on my little finger. 
After this exchange, a genteel way enough of mak- 
ing a present, Camilla presst-d my hand and gazed 
at me with expressive tenderness ; then, all at once 
breaking off the converaation, wished me good night, 
and retired to liide her blushes, as if she had been 
ready to sink at tlie indiscreet avowal of her senti- 
m^its. 

No one hitherto had trod less in the paths of gal- 
lantry than myself I Yet I eould not shut luy eyes 
to the vista vision opened to me by this precipitate 
retreat. Under these circumstances, a country 
ouruon might have its charms. Full of tliia flat 
iag idea, and intoxicated with the prosperous 
6on »f my affairs, I locked myself into my bed-room,' 
after having told my servant to call me betimes in 
the morning. Instead of going to sleep, I gave my- 
eelf up to the dieagreeable reflections which my port- 
manteau, snug upon the table, and nay ruby excited 
■ittmy breast. Ileaven be praised, thought I, though 
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niiBforhmea have been my lot, I am unfortunate no 
longer. A thousand dupats here, a ring of three 
hundred pistoles value there ! I am in cash for a 
con^derable time. Indeed Majuelo ftas no tlattercr, 
I see clearly. The ladies of Msidrid will take fire 
like touehwood, since the green sticks of Valladolid 
are so inflammable. Then the kind regards of the 
genenms Camilla arrayed theraselvea in cdl their 
chaxms, and I tasted by anticipation the amuse- 
ments Don Rapliael was preparing for me at his villa. 
In the mean while, amid so many images of pleasure, 
Sleep was on tlie watch to strew his poppies on my 
eouch. As soon as I felt myself drowsy, I un- 
dressed and went to bed. 

The next morning, when I awoke, I found it 
rather late. It was odd enough that my servant 
did not make his appearance, after such particular 
orders. Ambrose, thought I to myself, my devout 
Ambrose is either at church, or abominably lazy thia 
morning. But I soon let go this opinion of him to 
take up a worse ; for getting out ,of bed, and seeing 
no portmanteau, I suspected liim to have stolen it 
during the night. To clear up my suspicions, I 
opened my chamber door, anil called the religious 
rascal over and over agam. An old man answered, 
saying — What is your pleasure , sir ? All your 
folks left my house before daybreak. Your house ! 
How now ! exclaimed I ; am I not under Don 
Baphael's roof? I do not know the gentleman, said 
he. You ore in a ready-fiimished lodging, and I 
am the landlord. Yesterday evening, an hour be- 
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fore your arrival, the lady who supped with yoi 
came hither, and engaged tliis suite of apartm 
for a nobleman of high rank, travelling incngmto, 
as she called it. She paid me beforehand. I was 
now in the secret. It was plain enough what sort 
uf people Camilla and Don Raphael were ; and I 
conjectured that my servant, having wonned hu) 
eelf into ^ complete knowledge of my concerns, 
betrayed me to these impostors. Instead of blaming 
myeelf for this ead accident, and considering that it 
could never have happened but for my indiscretion 
in 80 unnecessarily betraying my confidence to^a- 
juelo, I gave bad language to the poor harmless 
Diune Fortune, and cursed my ill star in a himdred 
different formidaries. The master of the ready-fur- 
nished lodging, to whom I reliiteil the adventure, 
which perhaps was aa much his as mine, showed 
some little outward sensibility to my affliction. He 
lamented over me, and protested he was deeply mor- 
tified that such a play should have been acted in his 
house ; but I verily believe, notwithstanding his fine 
words, that he had an equal share in the cheat with 
mine host at Burgos, to whom I have never c 
the merit of so ingenious an invention. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THE l/EAaVRES I 



ief were oveti ^^ 



After the first tranaports of my grief were ovw,* * 
I began to consider, that instCHcl of giving way to 
remorae, I ought rather to bear up against my ill 
fate. I summoned back my resolution, and by way 
of comfort, said to myaelf aa I was dressing — I am 
atill- in luck that the knaves have not carried off my 
clothes and what little money I had in my pocket. 
I gave them some credit for being ho considerate. 
They had even been generous enough to loave me 
my boots, which I parted with to the landlord for a 
third of their coat. At last I sallied out of the 
ready-fiimished lodging, unencumbered, heaven be 
praised, with baggage or attendance. The first 
thing I did was to go and see if my mules were 
still at tlie inn, where we alighted the evening be- 
fore. It waa not to be supposed tliat Ambrose 
would have neglected a due attention to them ; and 
it would have been well for me if I had always taken 
such exact measure of his character, I learned that 
he had not waited for tlie morning, but had been 
carefid to fetch tliem off over-night. Under theae 
circumstances, satisfied I should never see them 
again, any more than my portmanteau, I walked 
sulkily along the streets, musing on the fiiture plana 
I should adopt. I was tempted to go back to Bur- 
gos, and once more have recourse to Donna Mencia 5 
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I but, regai-ding this as an abuse of that lady's gi 
and bemg aware, moreover, what a fool 
ahuuld look like, I thought it best to fore^ 
idea. I made a vow too for the future to be on my 
guard against women, 1 eonld have sent the chaste 
Susanna to the house of correetion. From time to 
time my ring taught my eye ; it was a present from 
Camilla! and I was ready to burst with auguiuh. 
Alas I thought I, I am no judge of jewch-y, hut I 
shall be, by experience of these hucksters who ex- 
change without a robbery. I need not go to a jew- 
eller to be told I am an aaa ! I can see my own 
face in my ruby. 

Yet I did not neglect to know the truth respecting 
the value of my ring, and showed it to a la]>idary, 
who rated it at three ducata. At such an estimate, 
though as much as I expected, I made a formal sur- 
render to the devil, of the Philippine Isles, the gov- 
ernor and his niece ; or rather, I only restored Ids 
own subjects to their lawfiii sovereign. As I was 
going out of the lapidarv's shop, a yomig fellow 
brushed by me, and on looking round, made a full 
atop. I could not recollect his name at fti-st, thougi 
I his features were perfectly familiar to nic. Ht 

, Gil Bias, said he, are you asliamed of an 
I acquaintance? or have two years so altered the 
I of Jfunez tlic barber, that you do not know luTn? 
r Do not you recxjllec-t-Fabr4eior-y«H^ townsman and 
L.fldioolfellow ? How oflcn have we kept, before 
f Doctor (iodiriez, upon universals and metaphysics! 
These words did not flow so fast as my recoUco- 
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tion, and we embraced with mntnal good ■ 
Well, my friend, resumed he, I am overjoyed to 
> meet with you. Wonis fall short. . , , But how 
is this? Why, you look like — aa Heaven is my 
judge, you are dressed like a grandee! A gentle- 
man's sword, silk stockings, a velvet doublet and 
cloak, embroidered with silver ! Plague take it 1 
this is getting on in the world with a vengeance. I 
will lay a wager you are in with some old moneyed 
harridan. You reckon without your host, said I, 
my affairs are not so prosperous as you imagine. 
That will not do for me, replied ho, I know better 
tilings ; but you have a mind to be close. And that 
fine ruby on your finger, master Gil Bias, whence 
comes that, if I may be so bold? It comes, quoth 
I, from an infernal jade. Fabricio, my dear Fabri- 
do, far from being point, quint, and quatorze with 
the ladies of Valladolid, you are to know, my friend, 
that I am their complete bubble. 

I uttered these last words so ruefully, that Fabri- 
cio saw plainly that some trick had been played upon 
me. He was anxious to learn why I was out of 
humor with the lovely sos. I had no difficulty in 
eatiafying his curiosity ; but as the story was a long 
one, and besides we had no mind to part in a hurry, 
we went into a coffee-house to be a little more at 
ease. There I recounted to him, during breakfast, 
all that had happened to me since my departure 
from Oviedo. My adventures he thought whim- 
sical enough ; and testifying hia sympathy in my 
present uncaay circumstances, added — W* must 
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make the best, my good lad, of all our misfortunes 
in this life. Is a man of parts in (listresa? he waita 
patiently for better luck. Such a one, as Cicero 
truly observes, never suifera himself to be humbled 
so low as to forget that he is a man. For my own 
part, that is just my character ; in or out of fevor 
there ia no sinking me ; I always float on tlie surface 
of ill-luck. For example, I was in love with a girl 
of some family at Oviedo, and was beloved by her 
in return. I asked her of her father in marriage, 
he refused. Many a young tellow would have died 
of grief; but no 1 mark my spirit, I carried off the 
little baggage. She was lively, heedless, and co- 
quettish : pleasure consequently was always upper- 
most to the prejudice of duty. I took her with me 
for six months backwards and forwai-de about Gali- 
cia; thence, adopting my taste for travelling, she 
had a mind to go to Portugal, but in other company 
— more food for despair. Yet I did not give in 
under the weight of this new affliction ; bnt, im- 
proving on Menelaus, thought myself much obliged 
to the Paris who had whispered in the ear of my 
Helen, for ridding me of a bad Ijargain ; I therefore 
determined to keep the peace. After that, not find- 
ing it convenient to return to the Asturias and bal- 
ance accounts with justice, I went forward into the 
kingdom of Leon, spending between one town and 
another aU the loose cash remaining from the rape 
of my Indian princess ; for we ha<l both of us bird- 
limed our fingers at our departure from Oviedo. I 
got to Pulencia witli a solitary ducat, out of which I 
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was obliged to buy a pair of shoes. The remiunder 
would not go far. My Bituation became rather per- 
plexing. I began already to be reduced to sliort 
allowance ; something mast be done. I resolved 
to go out to service. My first place was with a 
woollen-draper in a large way, whose son was a lad 
of wit and fashion ; here was a complete antidote to 
fasting, but then there waa a little awkwardness. 
Tlie father ordered me to dog tlie son, the son 
begged my assistance in imposing on the father ; 
it was necessary to take one side or other. En- 
treaties sound more musical tlian commands, and 
my taste for music got me turned out of doors. 
The next service I entered into was wi^h an old 
painter, who undertook, as a matter of favor, to 
teacli me the principles of his art ; but he was so 
busy in feeding me witli knowledge, that he forgot 
to give me any meat. This neglect of substance for 
shadow disgusted me with my abode at Palcncia. I 
came to Valladolid, where, by the greatest good luck 
in the world, I was hired by a governor of the hos- 
pital ; I am with him still, and delighted with my 
quarters. My master, Signor Manuel Ordonnez, is 
a man of profound piety. He always walks with his 
eyes cast downwards, and a, large roaary in his hand. 
They say that from his early youth, having been a 
close inspector of the poor, he has interested him- 
self in their affairs with unwearied zeal. Charity 
draws doivn a blessing on the charitable, every thing 
has prospered with him. AVhat a favorite of Heaven ! 
The more he does for the poor, the richer he grows. 



FABBirm REt-lT&S- HIS ADVENTURES. 1 

As Fabric io was going on in this maimer, I inter- 
rupted him. It ia weU you are satisfied with your 
lot; but, between ourselves, surely you might play 
yoiu- part better in the world. Do not you beheve 
it, Gil Bias, replied he j be assured that for a man 
of my temper a more agreeable situation could not 
poBBibly have been devised. Tiie trade of a lackey 
is toilsome, to be siu^, for a poor creature ; but for 
a lad of spirit it is all enchautiueut. A superior 
genius, when he gets a service, does not go about it 
like a lumpish simpleton. He enters inh> a family 
as viceroy over the master, not as an inferior mims- 
He begins by measuring the lengtli of his 
employer's foot ; by lending himself to his weak- 
nesses, he gains his confidence, and ends with lead- 
s' him by the nose. Such haa been my plan of 
operation at the governor's. I knew the pilgrim at 
e by his staflf; his wish was for an earthly can- 
onization. I pretended to believe him to be the 
saint he wished to be taken for ; hypocrisy costs 
nothing. Nay, I went fiirther, for I took pattern by 
him ; and placing the same part before him wluch 
he played before others, I out-cozened the cozener, 
and by degrees got to be major riomo. I am 
hopes some day or other, imder his win; 
the fingering of the j)oorVbox. It may brinj 
blessing upon me as well as another ; for I hav 
caaght the flame from him, and already feel deeply 
for the interests of charity. 

These are fine hopes, my dear Fabrido, replied I ; 
and I congratulate you upon them. Fur my part, I 
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am determined on my first plan. I shall straight- 
way convert my embroidered etiit into a cassock, 
repair to Salamanca, und fiiere, enlisting under the 
banner of tlie university, ililfi] the sacred duties of a 
tutor. A fine scheme ! exclaimed Fahricio, a pleas- 
ant conceit I What madness, at your age, to turn 
pedant. Are you aware, you stupid tellow, what 
you take upon yom-self by that choice? As soon as 
you are settled, all the bouse will be upon the watch, 
yom- most trivial actions will be minutely sifted. 
You will lead a life of incessant constraint ; you 
must set yourself off with a counterfeit outside, and 
affect to entertain a double set of the cardinal \-irtue8 
in your bosom. You will not have a moment to 
bestow on pleaaure. Tlic everlasting censor of your 
pupil, yom- days will pass in tcacliing grammar and 
administering saintly reprehension, when he shall 
say or do any thing against decorum. After so much 
labor and confinement, what will be your reward? 
If the little gentleman ia a pickle, they will lay all 
the blame on your bad management ; and you will 
be kicked out of the family, it may be, without your 
stipend. Do not tell me then of a tutor's employ- 
ment ; it is worse than a cure of souls. But talk as 
much aa you wUl about a lackey's occupation, that 
js a sinecure, and pledges you to nothing. Suppose 
one's master not to be immaeulate ? A servant of 
superior genius will flatter bis vices, and not unfre- 
quently turn them to account. A footman lives at 
his ease in a good fapiily. After having ate and 
drank his fill, he goes to bed peaceably, without 
troubling himself who pays the bills. 
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I sliuuld never hare done, my dear fellow, pursued 
he, were I to enuiuemte all the tulvantagea of service. 
Trust iner-XiiLI31as,_!iiatar(i-fo*»*w^-your foolish 
wish of being a tutor, and iblJow my exain|)le. So 
b&-it";'~l»ut, FaBrioii), replied T, governors like yours 
are not to be met witii every day ; anil if resolved to 
go to servioe, I should like at least to get a good 
situation. O ! you are in the right, said he, and 
that shall be my concern, I will get you a com- 
fortable pla«e, if it was only to snatch a fine fellow 
from the jaws of the university. 

The near approach of poverty widi which I was 
threatened, and Fabricio'a apparent good case, hav- 
ing more weight with me than liis arguments, I 
determined to wear a livery. On wliich we sallied 
forth from tlie tavern, and my townsman said : I am 
going to introduce you to a man, to whom most of 
the servants resort when they are on the ramble ; he 
has eavesdroppers about him to pick up all tliat 
passes in families, lie knows at once where the 
servants are going away, and keeps a correct regis- 
ter, not only of vacant places, but of vacant masters, 
with their good and bud properties, Tlie fellow haa 
been a friar in some convent or other. In short, he 
it was who got me my place. 

While we were conversing about so singular an 
office of intelligence, the son of Nunez the barber 
took mc into a street which had no thoroughfare. 
We went into a meaii house, where we found a man 
about fifly writing at a table. We wished him 
good day, with quite as much humility as became 



US : but, whether it was from natural pride, or that, 
from a, habit of seeing none but lackeys and eoaeh- 
mcn, he had got a, trick of receiving his conipajiy 
with an easy freedom, without rising from his seat, 
he just gave a sUglit nod. lie seemed 8ur|)rised that 
a young man in embroidered velvet should want a 
place ; he had rather expected me to have wiinted a 
servant. However, be was not kept long in doulit, 
since Fabricio said at once : Signor Arias de Xion- 
dona, give me leave to introduee one of ray beat 
friends. He is a youth of giXMl connections, whom 
adverse oircumstanees have reduced to the necessity 
of going to service. Have the goodness to provide 
for him handsomely, and you raay trust to his grati- 
tude. Gentlemen, rephcd Arias cooly, this is the 
way with you all ; before you are settled, you moke 
the hncet promises in the world : but afterwards, 
■ Lord help us ! your memories are very short. The 
- deuce ! replied Fabricio, why, you do not complain 
of me? Have not I done the thing genteelly? You 
ought to have done it much better, rejoined Arias : 
your place is better than a clerk in a public office, 
and you paid me as if I had quartered you upon a 
poor author. Here I interfered, imd told Master 
Arias, that to convince him I was not a sliabby frl- 
* low, I would make my acknowledgments befbre- 

Ihand ; at the same time taking out two dncjits. vrith 
an assuritncc of not stopping there if he got me into 
a good birth. 
He seemed to like my mode of dealing. Tliore 
are, said he, some very good places vacant. I will 
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give you a list of them, and you Bhall take your 
cliiiiee. AVith these words, lie put on his spectacles, 
opened a register on the tabic, turned over a few of 
the leaves, and began reading to this effect : Captain 
TorbeUino wants a footnian ; a ha«ty, hairbrained, 
liumorsoine chap; scolds inceasantly, Bweara, kicks 
liis aer\-ftnt8, and very often cripples them. Go on 
to the next, cried I, at this picture ; such a captain 
will never do for me. My sprightlineBS made Arias 
smile, and he went on with his catalogue thus : 
Donna Menuela de Sandoval, a superannuated 
dowager, peevish and fantastical, is in want at this 
very time; she keeps but one, and him never for 
four and twenty hours. There has been a livery in 
tlie house for these ten years, which fits every new 
comer, whether tall or sliort. They only just try it 
on ; so that it is as good as new, though it has had 
two thousand owners. Doctor Alvar Fanez wants 
a journeyman ; an eminent member of the fiieidty ! 
He boards his family very handsomely, has every 
thing comfortable about him, and gives very high 
M'ages ; but he is a Uttle too fond of experiments. 
When lie gets a parcel of bad drugs, which happens 
very often, there is a pretty quick succession of new 
servants. 

O ! I do not in the least doubt it, interrupted 
Fabricio with a horse-laugh. Upon my woi-d you 
pve a fine character of your customers. Patience, 
said Arias de Londona ; we have not yet got to the 
end: there is variety enough. Thereujmn he con- 
tinued to read on ; Donna Aifonsu de Soils, an old 
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I devotee, who lives two thirds of her time at phtircB, 
and always keeps her servant at her apron etring, 

I lias been iii want for these three weeks. The Li- 
centiate Sddillo, an old prebendaiy of the > 
here, turned away liia servant yesterday c 

, Halt there, Signor Arias de Louduna, c 
Fabricio at that passage; we will stiek to the 

. church. The Licentiate S^dillo is one of my nms- 
ter's friends, and I am very well acquainted witli 
him. I know he has for hie housekeeper an old 
hypocrite, called Dame Jacintha, who is complete 
mistreBB of the family. It is one of the best bouses 
a. Valladolid. A very idle life, and'plenty of ex- 
cellent meat and drink. Besides, his reverence is an 
old, gouty, infirm man, likely soon to make hia 
will ; there is a lega«y to be looked after. That is 
a delightfiil prospect for one of our cloth 1 Gil Bias, 
added he, turning round to me, let ua lose no time, 
my fiiend, but go unmediately to tlie licentiate's 
bouae. I will introduce you myself, and give you a 
diaracter. At these words, for fear of missing such 
an opportunity, we took a hasty leave of Signor 
Arias, who assured me, for my money, that if I 
fiiileti here, he would do something as good for me 
elsewhere. 
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CHAPTER L 

FABRICIO INTRODUCES GIL BLAS TO THE LICENTIATE 8B- 
DILLO, AND PROCURES HIM A RECEPTION. THE DOMESTIC 
ECONOMY OF THAT CLERGYMAN. PICTURE OF HIS HOUSE- 
KEEPER. 

We were so dreadfully afraid of offending against 
the regular hours of the old licentiate, that we made 
but a hop, skip, and jump, from the street with one 
outlet, to the prebendal residence. The gates were 
barred : but we ventured to announce our arrival. 
A girl of ten years old, the housekeeper's professed 
niece, and slander could not gainsay the relationship, 
opened the door to us. As we asked to speak with 
his reverence. Dame Jacintha made her appearance. 
She was a lady of ripe person and parts, but by no 
means past her prime ; and I was particularly at- 
tracted by the clearness of her complexion. She 
wore a long woollen gown of the most ordinary 
quality, with a large leathern girdle, whence hung 
suspended a bunch of keys on one side, and on the 
other a tremendous string of beads. As soon as we 
got a glimpse of her, we made our obeisances with 
all possible reverence. She returned our salutation 
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with similar good breeding, but with an olr of 
modesty, and eyes communing witli the ground. 

I have been told, said my fellow-servant, that the 
reverend the Licentiate SCdillo wants an honest L 
and I have one at his service with whom V 
well satisfied. The superintendent of the houa&t^ 
hold turned up her eyes at these words, with a sig- 
nificant side glance at me; and, finding it diSiciilt 
to reconcile my laced jacket with Fabricio's 
ortlium, asked if it was tliia fine gentleman who y 
come after the place. Yes, said the son of I 
it is this interesting and engaging youth. J 
you see him, the ups and downs of tliis transitory 
life have compelled him to wear an epaulet ; but 
fete ^vill have made him ample amends, added he 
with an affected languish, if he ia so happy as to 
be an inmate here, and to profit by the society of the 
virtuous Jacintha. The patriarch of the Indies 
might have sighed for the virtuous Jacintha at the 
head of his establishment. At these words, tliie 
withered branch of piety withdrew her penetrating 
regards from me, to contemplate this coiuteouB 
spokesman. Stiuck with certain lines which were 
not new to her, in his face, I have some floating idea 
of having seen you before, said she ; but mymemory 
wants a lift. Holy Jacintha, replied Fabricio, it is 
enough tor me to have been blGssed with your pious 
notice. Twice have I been under this venerable 
roof with my master. Signer Manuel Ordounez, 
governor of the hospital. All ! just so, answered 
the lady chamberlain, I recollect ! You are an old 
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acquaintance. Welladay now 1 Tour very belong- 
ing to Signor Ordonnez is enough to prove you a 
youth of merit and strict propriety. A servant is 
known by bis place, and this lad could not bave a 
better sponsor. Come along witb me ; I will intro- 
duce you to Signor S(5dillo. I am sure be will be 
glad to engage a lad at yoiu- recommendation. 

We followe<l Dame Jacintlia. The c^nnn lived 
in the lower part of the house, in a comfortable suite 
of wainscoated apartments. She begged ua to wait 
- a moment in the ante-cliainber, while she went into 
the licentiate's room. After Rome private parley 
with hun, merely that he might know what he was 
about, she came to tell us we might walk in. We 
kenned the old cripple, immersed in an ellxHV-chair, 
i^ith a [rillow under Ms head, cushions under his 
arms, and his legs supported on a large stool, 
stuffed with down. We were no niggards of our 
bows as w« advanced ; and Pabricio, still taking the 
lead, not only repeated over again what he bad said 
to the housekeeper, but sot about extolling my merit, 
and expatiated in an especial manner on tlie honors 
I had gained in the schools under Doctor Godinae 
on all metaphysical questions : as if it was nccessaiy 
for a prebendary's footman to be as learned as \aB 
master. However that might be, it served as a tub 
to the whale. Besides, Dame Jaciiitha did not look 
forbidding, and my surety received the following 
answer: Friend, I receive into my service the lad 
you recommend. I like him well enough ; and aa 
for his morals, they cannot be much amiss, since he 
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presente himself under the wing of a domestic- b^on^ 
ing to Sigiior Ordonnex, 

As soon as Fabricio saw me safe landed, he made 
a low bow to the prebendary, a still lower to the 
lady, and withdrew iii high good humor, whispering 
in my ear that we sliould meet again, and that I had 
only to make good my footing. As soon as he had 
left tlie room, the licentiate inquired my name, whj" 
I had left my native place ; and drew me on by his 
questions to relate my adventures before Dame 
Jacintha. They were both highly amused, above 
all by my last rencounter, Camilla and Don Bapliael 
gave such play to their risible muscles, tliat I 
thought old chalketone would have burst: for, as he 
laughed with all his might, so violent a cough laid 
hold of him, as went very near to have carried him 
off. Ilis will was not made. What an alarm lor 
the housekeeper ! Trembling, distracted, off ehe 
flew to the good man's succor, and just like a nuree 
with a puking child, paddled about Ids forehead an^ 
tapped him on tlie back. Luckily it was a false- 
alarm ; the old gentleman left off coughing, and the 
Iiousekee[«tr tormenting him, When it was over, I 
was for going on with my narrative ; but Dame 
Jacintha, in awe of a second fit, set herself against 
it. She therefore took me with her out of the room 
to a wardrobe, where, among several suits, was 
that of my predecessor. Tliis I was to take, and 
leave my own in its room, which I was not sorry to 
see laid up safe, in the hope it might he of further 
use. After this, we went together to get dinner 
ready. 



LUXURIOUS LIVING. 123 

i I knew what I was about in the art of dressing 
meat. Dame Leonarda, with whom I had served 
my tiiiiei miglit have passed for a very dcecnt plain 
cook ; but a mere turnspit to dame Jacintha. The 
latter might ahuost have borne away the hell from 
the archbishop of Toledo's man. She was miatrees 
of every thing ; gravy soups, of tiie most dclieious 
texture and reliali ; and, for made dishes, she could 
Beaaon them up, or soften them down tn the moat 
delicate or voluptuoiia palate. At dinner time we 
returned to his reverence's apartment. While I waa 
arranging the grand concern close by Ills arm-chair, 
the lady of all work crammed a napkin under the 
old boy's chin, and pinned it behind hia back. 
Without losing a moment, in mnrcheii I witli a stew, 
fit to be set before the first gourmand in Jlailrid, 
and two courses, to have tickled the gills of a vice- 
roy, only that Dame Jacintlia had touched tlie spic«- 
box with discretion, for fear of exasperating the 
gout. At the first glimpse of this goodly mess, my 
old master, whom I conceived to have lost the use 
of his limbs, made me to understand that his arms 
were exempted fi«m the interdict. He availed him- 
self of their assistance, to get clear of his pillow and 
• cushions, and proceeded gayly to the attack. His 
hand shook, to be sure; but some how or other it 
contrived to do its duty. He sent It backwards and 
forwards fast enough ; though it brought but half 
its cargo to the landing-place at a lading : tlie table- 
cloth and napkin took toll. I carried off the eoujj 
when he had done , and brought in a partridge fiaiiked 
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by two roast quails, which Dame Jacinth* cut Up 
for hhn. She took cai-e to make him take a good 
drauglit of wine, a Uttle lowered at proper intervals, 
out of a large, deep, silver cup, which she held to 
his mouth, as if he had been an infant. He winged 
the partridge, and came duwn slap-dash upon all the 
rest of the dishes. When he hud done cramming, 
that saint of the saucepan unpinned liis napkin, re- 
instated his pillow and cushions ; then, leaving him 
composed in hia ann-chair to the enjoyment of hia 
usual nap after dinner, we took away, and deraoi- 
iahed the remainder with appetites worthy of our 
master. 

The dinner of to-day was the ordinary bill of fare. 
Our canon played the best kniie and fork in the 
chapter. But the supper was a mere bawbic ; seldom 
more than a cliicken and a little confectionery. I 
larded my inside in tliis house, and led a ^f6od easy 
life. There was but one - awtward~rireiHnatance ; 
and that was sitting up with my master, to save the 
expense of a nurse. Besides a strangury, which 
kept him on the fidget ten times in an hour, he waa 
very much given to perspire ; and in that event, I 
shifted hiui. Gil Bias, said he, on the second night, 
you are an active, clever fellow; I foresee that wo 
shall jog on very well together. I only just give 
you a liint to keep in with Dame Jacintha ; the girl 
has been about me for these fifteen years, and 
manages all my little matters ; she comforts my out- 
ward man, and I cannot do too much for her. For 
that reason, you are to know, that she is more to me 
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than all my family. There la my nephew, my own 
sister's son; why I have tun Jcd him out of doors, 
only to please her. He had no reyanl for the puor 
lass : and so far from giving her credit for all her 
little assiduities, the saucy rascal swore she did not 
care a fiytlung for me ! But nowadays, young 
people tliink virtue and gmtitude all a farce, 
Heaven be praised, I am rid of tlic varlet. What 
claim lias blood, in comparison with unquestionable 
attachment? I am influenced by a give-and-take 
principle in my connections. You are right, sir, 
replied I ; gratitude ought to be the first things and 
natural affection the hist. Ay ! resumed he ; and 
my will shall be a comment on that text. My 
housekeeper shall be residuary legatee ; and you 
ehall have a corner in a, c«dicil, if you go on aa well 
KB you have begun. The fixjtnian T turned off yes- 
terday has lost a gotid legacy, by not knowing where 
to hit tlie right nail on the head. If the blockhead 
had not obliged me, by liis ill behavior, to send him 
packing, I would have made a man of him : but the , 
beggar on horseback gave himself airs to Dame 
Jacintha ! Then master lazy-bones did not like 
Bitting up ! I might pass the night as I coidd, pro- 
vided he liad no trouble vrith me. O I the unfeel- 
ing scoundrel ! exclaimed T, in the true spirit of 
Pabricio, he was not a man to be about so good a 
master. The lad for your money shouki be a hmu- 
He, hut confidential friend ; he should not make a 
toil of what ought to be a jileasure, hut think noth- 
jflg of going tlirough fire and water for your ease. 
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These profcasions were not lijat upon the licentiate. 
Neither wore my aasm-ances of due BubmUsion to 
Dame Jaciiitba's authority less acceptable. Puffing 
myself oiF for a Bcrvant, who was not afraid of w<»rk, 
I got through my business as cJieei-fully as I could. 
I never complained of my nursery. Though to be 
sure it was irksome enough ; and if the legacy had 
not settled my stomach, I should have sickened at 
the nature of my employment. It ia tmc I got some 
hours rest during tlie day. The housekeeper, to do 
her justice, was kind enough to me ; owing to tlie 
insinuating manner in which I wormed myself into 
her good graces. Suppose me at table, with her 
and her niece In^silta I I changed their plates, 
filled thdr glasses, never thought of my own dinner 
before they had every thijig they wanted. Tliis was 
the way to thi-ive in their esteem. One day when 
Dame Jacintha was gone to market, finding^-mySyf 
alone with In^sdla, I bef^an to m^te-myaelf-agTee- 
able. Were her ftttlier and mother alive ? 01 no, 
answered she ; tliey have been dead this long, long 
time ; i'ur my good aunt says they have, and I have 
never seen them. I religiously believed the little 
innocent, though her answer was not of the clearest ; 
and she got into anch a humor of talking, aa to tell 
ine more than I wanted to know. She informed 
me, or rather I inferred it from her artless simplicity, 
that her good auut had a good friend, who li*-ed 
likewise with an old canon. The temporalities of 
tlie church were under his administration? and these 
lucky domestics reckoned upon entwining tlie Bpoils 
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of their tniistera round the pillars of the hymeneal 
temi>lc, into whose sanctuary tliey had penetrated 
antjpipation. Dame Jacintlia, as I have said before, 
though a. little stricken in years, had still some 
bloom. To be aure, she spared no pains to cherish 
it : besides daily evacuations, she took plentiFUl 
doses of all-powerful jelly. She got her sleep in the 
night too, while I sat up with my master. But 
what perhaps contributed moat to the freshness of 
this everlasting flower, was an issue in each 
■of which I should never have kno^vn, but for tiiat 
blab In^siUa. 



CHAPTER II. 



1 STAID three mouths with the Licentiate S^dilli 
without complaining of had nights. At tlie end of 
that tune he fell sick. The distemper was a fever ; 
and it inflamed the gout. For the first time in his 
life, which had been long, he called in a physician. 
Doctor Sungrado was sent for ; the Hippocrates of 
VaUadolid. Dame Jaointha was for sending for tj 
lawyer first, and touched tliat string ; but the patia 
thought it was time enough, and had a little will 4 
hia own upon some points. Away I went therefof 
for Doctor Sangrado ; and brought him with i 
A tall, witliered, wan executioner of the sisters three, 
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who had done nil their justice for at least these forty 
years. This learntnl forerunner of the undertaker 
had an aspect suited to liis office : his words were 
weighed to a scruple ; and his jargon sounded grand 
in tlie ears of the uninitiated. His argiimcnta were 
mathematical demonstrations : and his opinions had 
the merit of originality. 

After studying my maater's Bymptoms, he hegan 
with medical solemnity. The question here is, to 
remetly an obstructed [jerspirati'in. Ordinary prac- 
titioners, in tliis case, would follow the old routine 
of salines, diiuetica, volatile salts, sulphur, and mer- 
cury ; but purges and sudorifics are u deadly prac- 
tice. Chemical preparations arc edged tools in the 
hands of the ignorant. My methods are more sim- 
ple, and more efficacious. WTiat is yomr usual diet? 
I live pretty much upon soups, replied the canon, 
and eat my meat with a good deal of gravy. Soups 
and gravy I exclaimed tlic petrified doctor. Upon 
my word, it is no wonder you are ill. High living 
is a poisoned bait; a trap set by sensuality, to cut 
short the days of wretched man. We must liave 
done with pampering our appetites : the more in- 
sipid, the more wholesome. The human blood is 
not a gravy ! Why, then, you must give it such a 
nourishment as will assimilate with the particle of 
which it is composed. You drink wine, I warrant 
you? Yea, said the licentiate, but diluted. O! 
finely diluted, I dare say, rejoined the physician. 
This is licentiousness with a vengeance ! A fright- 
ful course of feeding I Why, you ought to have died 
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years ago. How old are you ? I am in my 8L"ity- 
ninth year, replied the canon. ,So I thought, quoth 
tlie practitioner, a premature old age is alway 
consequence of intemperance. If you had 
drank clear water all your life, and had been c( 
tented with plain food, boiled applea for inatanc 
you would not ha\e been a martyr to the gout, and 
your limbs wouJd have performed their ftinetiona 
with lubricity. But I do not despair of setting you 
on your legs again, provided you give yourself up 
to my management. The licentiate promised to be 
upon liis good behavior. 

Sangrado then sent me for a surgeon of his 
choosing, and took from him six good porringers 
blood, by way of a begiiming, to remedy tliis obsti- 
nate obstruction. He thee said to the surgcou ; Mas- 
ter Martin Ooez, you will take aa much more three^ 
hours hence, and to-morrow you will repeat the o| 
ation. It is a mere vulgar error, that tlie blood ia 
any use in the system ; the faster you draw it off, tl 
better. A patient has nothing to do but to keep 
bimself quiet : with him, to live is merely not to die ; 
he haa no more occasion for blood than a man in 
trance ; in both cases, life consists exclusively 
pulsation and respiration. When the doctor 
ordered these frequent and copious bleedings, 
added a drench of warm water at ^-ery short inter- 
vals, maintaining that water in sufficient quantities 
was the grand secret in the materia niedica. He 
then took his leave, telling Dame Jaoiiitlia and me 
with an aii* of confidence, that he would answer for 
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the patient's life, if liis syatera waa fairly pursued. 
The liouaekeeper, though protesting secretly against 
this new practice, bowed to his superior authority. 
In fiict, we set on the kettles in a hurry ; and, ae 
the physician had desired u8 above nil things to give 
him enough, we began with pouring down two or three 
pints at as many gulps. An hoiu after, we beset 
him again ; then, returning to the attack time after 
time, we fairly poured a deluge into his poor stomach. 
The surgeon, on tlie other hand, taking out the blood 
as we put in the water, we reduced the old canon to 
death's door in less than two days. 

This venerable ecclesiafltic, able to hold it out no 
longer, as I pledged liiin jn a large glass of his new 
oordial, said to me in a faint voice — Rold, Gd Bias, 
do not give me any more, my friend. It is plain 
death will come when he will come, in spite of water ; 
and, diough I have liardly a drop of blood in my 
veins, I am no better for getting rid of the enemy. 
The ablest physician in the world can do nothing for 
UH, when our time is expired. Fetch a notai-y ; I 
will make my will. At these last words, pleasing 
enough to my fancy, I affected to appear unhappy ; 
and concealing my impatience to be gone : Sir, said 
I, you are not reduced so low, thank Ciod, but you 
miiy yet recover. No, no, interrupted he, my good 
fellow, it is all over. I feel the gout shitting, and 
the hand of death is upon me. Make haste, and go 
where I told you. I saw, sm-e enougli, that he 
changed every moment : and the case was so urgent, 
that I ran as fast as I could, leaving him in Dame 
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Jadntlm's care, wlwi wiis more afraid than mysell' of 
liis dying without a will. I laid liold of the first 
notary I could find ; Sir, said I, the Licentiate S^- 
dillo, my master, ia drawing near hia end ; he wants 
to settle hia alTaii-a : tliere is not a moment to he lost. 
The notary was a dapper little fellow, who loved hia 
joke, and inquired who was our physician. At the 
name of Doctor Sangrado, hurrying on hia cloak and 
hat: For mercy's sake, cried he, let ua aet off with 
all possible speed ; for this doctor despatches busi- 
ness so fast, that our fraternity cannot keep pace 
with him. That fellow spoils half my jobs. 

With this sarcasm, ho set forward in good earnest, 
and, as we pushed on, to get the atart of the grim 
tyrant, I said to him : Sir, you are aware that a dy- 
ing teatator'e memory is aometimea a. little short ; 
should my master chance to forget me, he so good 
aa to put in a word in my favor. That I will, my 
lad, replied the little proctor ; you may rely on it. 
_I will urge sometliing handsomje, if I have an oppor- 
The licentiate, on our arrival, had still all 
lilties about him. Danie Jaciutha was by his 
We, laying in her tears by wholesale.^ She liad 
played her ganie, and bespoken a haudsAbe reuiem- 
brance. We left the notary alone with my master, 
and went together into the aute-cliambcr, where we 
met the surgeon, sent by the physician for another 
and a lft3 experiment. We laid hold of him. Stop, 
Master Martin, said the houaekecper, you cannot go 
into Signor S^dillo'a room just now. He is giving 
Lis last ordera ; but you may bleed away when t 
will ia made. 
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We were terribly afraid, this pious gentlewoman 
and I, lest the licentiate should go off with his will 
half finished ; but by gitod lufk, the important deed 
was executed. AVe saw the prootor come out, wlio 
finding me on the watch, slapped nie on the shoulder, 
and said with a simper : Gil Bins is uot forgotten. 
At these words, I felt the most lively joy ; and was 
80 well pleased with my master for. his kind notice, 
that I promised myself the pleasure of prapng tor 
his soul after deatli, which eicnt happened anon ; 
for die surgeon having bled him once more, the poor 
old man, quite ejchaustcd, gave up the ghost under 
the lancet. Just aa he was breathing his last, the 
physician made ids api>earance, and looked a little 
foolish, notwithstanding the universality of liia death- 
bed experience. Yet, far from imputing the acci- 
dent to the new practice, he walked off,, affirming 
with intrepidity, that it was owing to ftcir having 
been too lenient with the lancet, and too chary of 
their warm Mater. The medical executi^er. I mean 
the surgeon, seeing that his fmictions also were at aq 
end, foll^^^ Doctor Hangrado. fl 

As BoonijB he saw the breath out of our patron's 
body. Dam Jat-intlia, Aidsilla, and myself, joined 
in a decent chorus of funeral lamentation, loud 
enough to produce a proper efiect in tlie neighlwr- 
hood. The emblem of a life to come, though she 
had more reason than any of us to rejoicey^iok the 
soprano part, and screamed out her afflictions in a 
most pathetic manner. The room ld ^ ^tant was 
crowded with people, attracted less/;Jii^ $\impasgioii 

■! 



THE LICENTIATE'S WILL. 



than curioaity. The relations of the decease*! 
sooner got wind of hia departure than they pouni 
down upon the preniiacs, and sealed up every thing. 
From the housekeeper's distress, they thought tliere 
was no ivill \ but they soon found their mistake, and 
that there was one without a flaw, MTien it was 
opened, and they learned the disposition of the tes- 
tator's principal projicrty, in favor of Dame Jniiintha 
and the little girl, they pronotmcud his ftmcral ora- 
tion in terms not a little disparaging to his memory. 
They gave a broad apostrophe at the same time 
the godly legatee, and a few blessings to me in 
turn. It must Ix, owned I had earned them. ' 
licentiate, lleaven reward him for it, to secure 
remembrances through life, expressed himself tl 
in a paragraph of his w dl — Item, aa Gil Bias fa 
already some Utile •'mattering ofhleiature, to 
couTxege Ats studious habits, I give and bequeath 
to him mylibrai-tf, all my books and my mamt- 
scrij^i^Wtt&tt any drawback or exception. 

I could not conceive where tins said library mi^t 
|be ; I had never seen any. I only knew of some 
pa{>ers, with five or six bound books, qaAwo little 
deal shelves In my master's ajoset ; and that was my 
legacy. The books too could be of no great use to 
me ; the title of one was, The Complete Man Cook] 
another, A Treatise on Indigestion, with the Metlw 
of Cure ; the rest were the foiu- parts of the brevii 
half eaten up by the worms. In the article of 
oscripts, the most curious consisted of documei 
relating to^a lawsuit in which the prebendary 



] 



134 ^'^ BLAS. 

Once engaged for his Btall . After having exdmin^ 
my legacy with more minutencae tlian it deaerved, I 
made over my riglit and title to these invidious rela- 
tions. I even renonnoed my livery, and took back 
my own suit, claiming my wages as my only reward. 
I then went to look out for another place. As for 
Dame Jacintha, besides hoPTesidue under the will, 
she had some snug little articles, which by the help 
of her good friend she had appropriated to 
use during the last illness of the licentiate. 



CHAPTER III. 



1 



I DETERSIINED to throw myself in the way of 
Signor Ariaa de Londona, and to look out fcr a new 
birth in his register : but as T was on my wayrfo No 
Thoroughfare, who should come across me but Doc- 
tor Sangrado, whom I had not seen since the day of 
my maste]^ death. I took the liberty of touching 
my hat. He kenned sic in a twinkling, though I 
had changed my dress ; and with as nmch warmth 
as hia temperament woidd allow him : Hey day I 
eaid he, the veiy lad I wanted to aee ; you have 
never been out of my tliought. I have occasion for 
a clever fellow about me, and pitched upon you as 
the very thing, if you can read and write. Sir, re- 
plied I, if that is all you require, 1 am^our man. 
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In that case, rejoined he, we need look no fiirtl 
Come home with me ; it will be all comfort : 1 
behave to you like a brother. You will have nl 
WBges, but every thing will be found you. You 
ehall eat and drink aixording to the true faith, and 
be taught to cure all diseases. In a, word, you 
rather be my young Sangrado tlian my footman. 

I closed in with the doctor's proposal, in the h( 
of becoming an Ksculapitis under so inspired a mas- 
ter. He carried me home on the spur of the ocea- 
sion, to install me in my honorable employment; 
which honorable employment consisted in writing 
down the name and residence of the patients who 
sent for him in hia absence. There bad indeed been 
a register for this purpose, kept by an old domestic ; 
but she had not the gilt of spelling accurately, and 
wrote a most perplexing hand. This account I waa 
to keep. It might truly be called a bill of mortality ; 
for my members all went from biul to worse during 
the short time tliey continued hi this system, I waa 
a sort of bookkeeper for the other world, to take 
places in the stage, and to see that the first come 
were tlie first served. My pen was always in 
hand, for Doctor Saugrado had more practice 
any physician of his time in Valladolid. He 
got into reputation with the public by a certain 
fesslonal slang, humored by a medical face, and some 
extraordinary cases, more Itouored by implicit faith 
than scrupulous investigation. 

He was in no want of patients, nor consequently 
of property. He did not keep the best house in the 
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world : we lived with some little attention to ecooo- 
my. The usual bill of fare consisted of peas, beane, 
boiled apples or cheese. He considered this food as 
best suited to the human Btomach, that is to say, as 
most amenable to the grinders, whence it was to 
encounter the process of digestion. Nevertheless, 
easy as was their passage, he was Dot for stopping 
the way with too much of them : and, to be sure, 
he was in the ri^t. But though he cautioned tUa,^ 
maid and me against repletion in respect of sol 
it was made up by free permission to drink as 
water as we liked. Far from prescribing us any 
limits there, he would tell us sometimes, — Drink, 
my children ; health consists in the pliability and 
moisture of the parts. Drink water by paila full, it 
is a universal dissolvent ; water liquefies all the 
salts. Is the course of the blood a little sluggish ? 
this grand principle sets it forward : too rapid ? its 
career is checked. Our doctor was so orthodox on 
this head, that he drank nothing himself but water, 
though advanced in years. He defined old age to 
be a natural consumption wliich dries us up and 
wastes us away : on this principle, he deplored the 
ignorance of those who call wine old men's milk. 
He maintained that wine wears them out and cor- 
rodes them, and pleaded with all the force of elo- 
quence against that liquor, fatal in common both to 
the young and old, tliat friend with a serpent in its 
bosom, that pleasure with a dagger under its girdle. 
In spite of these fine arguments, at the end of a 
week, a looseness ensued, with some twinges, which 
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T was blasphemous enough to eiuldle on the iinivereaJ 
dissolvent and the netv-fiisliioned diet. I state^d my 
syiuptoDia to my master, in tlie hope he would relax 
the rigor of liis regimen, and qualify my meaJs with 
a little wine, but Ilia hostility to tliat liquor waa in- 
flexible. If you have not philosophy enough, said 
lie, for pure water, tliere are innocent iniusions to 
strengthen the stomach against the nauiiea uf aque- 
ous quaifings. Sage, for example, has a very pretty 
flavor : anil if you wish to heighten it into a debauch, 
it is only mixing rosemary, wdd poppy, and other 
Bimples, but no compounds. 

In vain did he criiek off his water, and teach mc 
the secret of composing delicious messes. I was so 
abstemious, that, remarking my moderation, he 
said, — In good sooth, GilBlaH, I marvel not that 
you are no better than yon are ; you <lo not di'ink 
enoiigh, my friend. Water taken in a small quanti- 
ty serves only to separate the particles of bile and 
set them ill action ; but oiu' practice is to drown 
them in a copious drench. Fear not, my good lad, 
leat a siqierabundance of liqiud should cither weaken 
or chill your stomach ; far from thy better judgm«g 
be that silly fear of imiidulterated drink. I i 
insure you against all coneequenees ; and if jny ll 
thori^ will not serve your turn, read Celsus. 
oracle of the ancients makes an admirable panegyric 
on water : Jn short, he says in plain terms that those 
who plead an inconstant etoinach in favor of wine, 
publish a libel on tlieir own bowels, and make their 
organization a pretence for their sensuality. 
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^K' Ah it would have been ungejiteel in me to bare 

Kmn riot on my entrnnce into tlie career of pra(.-tice, 

■ I affected thorough conviction, indeed 1 thought 

there was soinetliing in it. I tliercforc went on 

drinking water on the authority of CelsuB, or to 

speak in scientific terms, I began to drown the bile 

I in copious drendies of that unadulterated liquor; 
Bnd though I felt myself more out of order from day 
to day, prejudice won the cause against experience. 
It is evident, therefore, tiiat I was in the right road 
;to the practice of physic, Y'et I could not always 
be insensible to the qualms which increased 
frame, to that degree, as to determine me on quit^ 
ting Doctor Sangrado. But he invested me with a 
new office wliich changed ray tone. Hark you, niy 
child, edd he to me one day, I am not one of those' 
hard and ungi'atefiil masters, who leave their house*' 
hold to grow gray in service without a suitable 
reward. I am well pleased with you, I have a 
regard for you, and without waiting till you have 
served your time, I will make yoiu- fortune. Witli- 
ont more ado, I will initiate you in the healing art, 
of which I have for so many years been at the head. 
Other physicians make the science to consist of vari- 
ous unintelligible branches ; hut I will shorten the 
road for you, and dispense with the drudgery of 
studying natural philosophy, pharmacy, botany, and 
anatomy. liemembcr, my friend, that bleeding and 

■drinking warm water are the two grand principles ; 
i^ true secret of curing all the distempers incident 
R humanity. Yes, this marvellous secret which I 
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reveal to you, and wluch Nature, beyond the reach 
of my eoUeagiics, haa failed iu rescuing from my 
pen, is comprehended in these two articles — name- 
ly, bleceding and drenching. Here you have the 
Bum total of my philosophy ; you aro thoroughly 
bottomed in medicine, ami may raise yourBelt'to the 
summit of fame on the shoulders of my long experi- 
ence. You may enter into partnership at once, by 
keeping the books in tlie morning, and going out to 
viflit patients in the afternoon. While I dose 
the nobility and clergy, you shall labor in your vo- 
cation among the lower orders ; and when you have 
felt your ground a little, I will get you admitted 
into our body. You are a philosopher, Gil Bias, 
though you have never graduated ; the common herd 
of them, though they have graduated in due form 
and onler, are likely to run out the length of their 
tether without knowing their right hand from thdr 
left. 

I tlianked the doctor for having so speedily 
enabled me to serve aa his deputy ; and, by way of 
acknowledging his goodness, promised to follow his 
system to the end of my career, with a magnanimous 
indifFei'cnce about the ajthoriams of Hippocrates. 
But that engagement was not to be taken to the let- 
ter. This tender attachment to water went against 
the grain, and I had a scheme for drinking wine 
every day snugly among the patients, I left off 
wearing my own suit a second time, to take up one 
of my master's, and look like an inveterate practi- 
tioner. After wliich I brought my medical theories 



Vinto play, leaving them to look to tlie event whost 
might concern. I begun on an alguazil in a 
I pleuriay ; he was condemned to be bled with the 
I atniost rigiir of the law, at the same time that t 
1 system was to be replenisiietl copiously with wate 
Next I made a lodgment in the veins of » 
pastry cook, who roared like n lion by reiujon of 
gouty spasms. I stood on no more ceremony with 
a blood than with that of the alguazil, and laid □ 
K restriction on his taste for simple liquids. My p 
t Bcriptions brought me in twelve rials ; an incident b 
^auspicious in my professional career, that I onj 
Iwished for the plagues of Egypt on all the hale sub- 
■ jects of Valladohd. As I was coming outofjlw 
1 pastry cook's whom should I meet" bufTabricio,^; 
l-total stranger since "thc'~dcattrof the HcentiatV I 
F S<5dillo I He looked at me with astonisTiinent foefl 
Bome seconds ; then set up a laugh with all '. 
might, and held his sides. He had no reason to li 
grave, for I had a cloak traihug on the ground, v 
a doublet and breeches of four times my natural 
dimensions. I was certainly a complete original. I 
suffered him to make merry as long as he liked, and 
could scarcely lielp joining in the ridicule ; but I 
kept a guard on my muscles to preserve a becoming 
dignity in public, and the better to enact the pliysi- 

Iciau, whose part in society is not that of a buffoon. 
If the absurdity of my appearance excited Fabricio'a 
merriment, my affected gravity added zest to it; and 
when he had nearly exhausted Ms lungs, — By aU ■ 
the powers, Gil Bias, quoth he, thou art in compldA.I 
I t 
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tDOsqueradc. Who tlie devil liae drcsstKl you up in 
thia manner ? Fair anil softly, my friend, replied I, 
feir aild softly, bo a little on your good Ixjliavior 
with a modem Hijjpocratcs. Understand me to be 
the substitute of Doctor Sangrado, the moat eminent 
physician in Valladolid. I have lived with him 
these three weeks. He has bottomed me thoroughly 
in medicine ; and, as he cannot perform the obse- 
quies of all the patients who send for him, I visit a. 
port of them to take the burden off his conscience. 
He docs execution in great families, I among the 
vulgar. Vastly well, replied Fabricio; that is to 
say, he grants you a leu.se ou the blooil of the com- 
monalty, but keeps to himself the fee-simple of the 
fashionable world. I wish you joy of your lot ; it is 
a pleasanter line of practice among the populace tlian 
among great folk. Long live a snug coimection in 
the suburbs ! a man's mistakes are ensily buried, and 
his murders elude all but God's revenge. Yes, my 
brave boy, your destiny is truly enviable ; in the 
language of Alexander, were I not Fabricio, I could 
wish to be Gil Bias. 

To show the son of Nunez, the barber, that he 
Kvaa not much out in his reckoning on my present 
happiness, I chinked tlie fees of tlie alguazil and the 
pastry cook ; and tliis was followed by an adjourn- 
ment to a t.avem, to diink to their perfect recovery. 
The >vine was very fair, and my impatience for the 
well-known smack made me think it better than it 
wa«. I took some good long draughts, and without 
gunsaying the Latin oracle, in proportion as X 
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poiired it into its natural resen-oir, I felt n 
motlalinv entrails to owe me no grudge for the Imnl 
gen-icc into whi'^h I pressed tfaetn. As for Fabricio 
and myself, we Bat uome time in the tavern, making 
merry at the expense of our masters, as sen-ants are 
too much accustomed to do. At last, seeing tlie 
night approach, we )>arted, after engaging to meet 
at the same place on the following day after dinner. 



CHAPTER IV. 



OIL BLAK aoEs ox 



I 



I WAS no sooner tit home than Doctor Sangrodo 
came in. I talked to him about the patients I had 
aecn, and paid into his hands eight remaining rials 
of the twelve I h;ul received for my prescriptions. 
Eight rittlH ! eaid he, as he counted them ; mighty 
little for two visits ! But we must take things as we 
find them. In the spirit of taking things as he 
found them, he laid viulcnt hands on six, giring me 
the other two, — Here, Gil Bias, continued he, eee 
what a foundation to build upon. I make over to 
you the fourth of all you may bring me. You will 
soon feather your nest, my fi-iend ; for, by tlie blesa- 
ing of Providence, there will be a great deal of ill 
health this year. 

1 had reason to be content with my dividend; 
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Bince, having deterniined to keep back the third yv/at 
of whrtt I received in my rounds, and afterwards 
touching another fourth of the remainder, half of the 
whole, if the arithmetic ia any thing more than a 
deception, would become my perquisite. Tins 
inspired me with new zeal for my profession. The 
next day, as soon as I had dined, I resumed my 
medical paraphemaUa, and took tlic field once more. 
I visited several patients on the list, and treated 
their several complaints in one invai-iable routine. 
Hitherto thinps went on under the rose, and no in- 
dividual, thank Heaven, had risen up in rebellion 
against my prescriptions. But lot a physician's 
cures be as extraordinary as tliey will, some quack 
or other is always ready to rip up his reputation. I 
was called in to a grocer'a son in a dropsy. flTlom 
should I find there before mo but a little black look- 
ing pliysician, by name Doctor Cuchillo, introduced 
by a relation of the family, I bowed round most 
profoundly, but dipped lowest to the personage 
whom I took to have been invited to a consultation 
with me. He returned my compliment with a dis- 
tant air ; then, having stared me in the face for a few 
seconds, -=- Signer Doctor, said he, I beg paixlon for 
being inquisitive, I thought I had been acquainted 
with ail my bretlu-cn in Vallodohd, but I confess 
your physiognomy is altogether new. You must 
have been settled but a short time in town. I 
avowed myself a young practitioner, acting as yet 
under the direction of Doctor Sangrado. I wish 
you joy, rephed he politely, you are studying under 
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a great man. You miiet doubtleaa have aefen a ■* 
deal of sound practice, yoimg as you appear to be. 
lie spoke this witli so ejisy an assurance, that I was 
at a loss whether he meant it seriously, or wob 
laugliiiig at me. Wiiile I waa conning over my 
reply, the grocer, seizing on the opportunity, 
said, — Gentlemen, I am persuatled of your botii 
being perfectly competent in j'our art; have the 
goodness without ado to taJce the case in hand, and 
devise some effectual means for the restoratioii of my 
sou's healtli. 

Thereupon the little pulse-counter set himself 
about ni\-iewing the patient's situation ; and after 
having dilated to me on all the sj-mptoma, asked me 
what I thought tlie fittest method of treatment. I am 
of opinion, replied I, that he shoidd be bled once a 
day, and drink as much warm water as he can swal- 
low. At tliese words, our diminutive doctor said 
to me, with a malieious simper, — And so you think 
such a course will save tlie patient ? Never doubt 
it, exclaimed I, in a confident tone ; it must produce 
that effect, because it is a certain method of cure for 
all distempers. Ask Signor Sangrado. At tliat 
rate, retorted he, Celsua is altogether in the wrong ; 
for he contends that the readiest way to cure a drop- 
sical subject is to let him dmost die of hunger and 
tlilrst. O I as for Celsus, iutemipted I, he is no 
oracle of mine, as fallible as the meanest of us ; I 
often have occasion to bless myself for going con- 
trary to his dogmas. I discover by your langui^, 
said Cuchillo, the safe and sure method of practice 
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Doctor Sangrado inatjla into liia pupils. Bleeding 
and drenching are the extent of hia resourcea. No 
wonder ao inany worthy [leople are cut off under hia 
direction. . . . No defamation! interrupted I, with 
eouie acrimony ; a member of the faculty had better 
not begin throwing stones. Come, come, my learned 
doctor, patienta can get to the other world witliout 
bleeding and warm water ; and I question whether 
die moat deadly of us has ever signed more pass- 
ports tlian yourself. If you have any crow to pluck 
with Signor Sangrado, write against him, be will 
answer you, and we shall soon see who will liave the 
best of tlie battle. By all the saints in the calendar ! 
swore he, in a transport of passion, you httle know 
whom you are talking to. I have a tongue and a 
fist, my friend ; and am not afraid of Sangrado, who, 
with all Ilia arrogance and affectation, is but aninny. 
The size of the little death-dealer made me hold liia 
anger cheap. I gaie him a sharp retort ; he sent 
back as good as I brought, till at last we came 
to cuffa. Wc had pulled a few handfula of hair from 
each other's heads before the grocer and hia kinsman 
could part us. When they had brought this about, 
they feed me for my attendance, and retained my 
antagonist, whom they thought the more skilful of 
the two. 

Another iidventure succeeded close on the ho* 
of this. 1 went to see a huge chanter in a 
As soon as he heard me talk of warm water, 
showed himself so averse to this specific, as to fall 
into a fit of swearing. He abused me in all possi- 
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ble shapes, and threatened to tlirow me out ati^m- 
dow. I was in a greater hurry to get out of lila house 
than to get in. I did nut choose to eee any more 
patients tliat day, and repaired to the inn where I 
hud agreed to meet Fabricio. He was there first. 
As we found ourselves in a tippling humor, we drank 
hard, and returned to our employers in a pretty 
pickle, that is to say, so-so in the upper stoiy. 
Signer Sangrado was not aware of my being drunk, 
because he took the lively gestures which accompa- 
nied the relation of my quai-rel with the little doc- 
tor, for an efiect of the agitation not yet subsided 
after the battle. Besides, he came in for his share in 
my report ; and feeling himself nettled by Cuchillo, 
— You have done well, Gil Bias, said he, to de- 
fend tlie character of our practice against this little 
abortion of the faculty. So he takes upon him to 
set his face against watery drenches in dropsical 
cases? An ignorant fellow! I maintain, I do, in 
my own person, that the use of them may be recon- 
cile! to the best theories. Yes, water is a cure for 
all sorts of dropsies, just as it is good for rheuma- 
tisms and the green sickness. It is excellent, too, 
in those fevers where the effect is at once to porch 
and to cliill, and even miraculous in those disorders 
ascribed to cold, thin, phlegmatic, and pituitoua hu- 
mors. Tills opinion may appear strange to yoimg 
practitioners like Cuchillo ; but it is right orthodox 
in the best and soundest systems : so that if persons 
of tliat description were capable of taking a philo- 
Bophioil view, instead of crying me down, they would 
become my most zealous advocates. 
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Iq his rage, he never suspected me of drinldng ; 
for, to exasperate liim still more against the little 
doctor, I had thrown into my recital some circmn- 
Btancea of m_v ovro addition. Yet, engrossed as he 
was by what I had told him, he could not help taking 
notice that I drank more water than usual that 
evening. 

In fact, the wine Lad made me very thirety. Any 
one but Sangrado would have diatrusted my being 
so very diy, as to swallow down glass after glass ; 
but as for him, he took it for granted, in tlio simpli- 
city of his heart, that I began to acquire a relish for 
aqueous potations. Apparently Gil Bias, said he, 
with a gracious smile, you have no longer such a 
dislike to water. As Heaven is my judge ! you 
quaft'it off like nectar. It is no wonder, my fiiend, 
I was certain yuu would take a liking to that liquor. 
Sir, replied I, there in a tide in the affairs of men : 
with my present lights, I would give all the wine in 
Valladolid for a pint of water. This answer de- 
liglited the doctor, who would not lose so fine an 
opportunity of expatiating on the excellence of 
water. He undertook to ring the clianges once 
more in its praise, not like a hireling pleader, but 
as an enthusiast in the cause. A thousand times, 
exclaimed he, a thousand and a thousand times of 
greater value, as being more innocent tfian our 
modem tavenis, were those hatha of ages past, 
whither the people went, not shamefully to squander 
their fortunes and expose their lives by swilling 
tliembelvea with wine, but assembled there for tlie 
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decent and economicid amuBcmcnt of drinkuag nfirm 
water. It ia difficult enough to admire the patriotic 
forecast of those aucicDt politicians, who establiehed 
places of public resort, inhere water was dealt out 
gratia- to all comers, and who confined wine to the 
shops of the apothccarica, that its use might be pro- 
hibited, but under the direction of physicians. 
What a stroke of wisdom I It is doubtless to pre- 
serve the seeds of that antique frugahty, emblematic 
of the golden age, that jiersona are found to thla 
day, like you and me, who drink notliiug but water, 
and are persuaded they possess a prevention or a 
cure for every ailment, provided our warm water 
has never boiled ; for I have observed that water, 
when it has boiled, is heavier, and aits less easily 
the stomach. 

WhiJe he was holding forth thus eloquently, 
was in danger more than once of splitting my sidea 
with laughing. But I contrived to keep my coun- 
tenance : nay, more ; to chime in with tlie doctor's 
theory. I found faidt with the use of wine, and 
jritied mankind for having contracted an untowanl 
relish to so pernicious a beverage. Then, finding 
my thirst not sufficiently allayed, I filled a large 
goblet with water, and after having svrilled it like 
a horse : Come, sir, said I to my master, let us 
drink plentifully of tliis beneficial liquor. Let us 
make those early establishments of dilution you so 
much regret, to live again in your house. He 
clapped his Iiands in ecstacy at these words, and 
preached to nie for a whole hour about suffering no 
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> liquid birt water to paaa my lips. To confirm t 

I habit, I promiBecl to drink a large quantity evw 
evening; and, to keep my word with less Tiolenfic 
to my private incliiiationa, I went to bed with a 
determined purpose of going to tbe tavern 'every 
day. 

The trouble I liad got into at the grocer's did n 
discourage me from phlebotomizing and prcscribio 
warm water in the usual course. Coming out of a 
lieuse where I had been visiting a poet in a frenzy, ,- 
I was accosted in the street by an old woman, who 
came up and asked me if I was a pliysician. 1 a 
yes. As that is the case, 1 entre-.tt you with b 
humility to go along mth me. My niece baa 1 
ill since yesterday, and I cannot conceive what 18 
the matter with her. I followed the old lady to her 
house, where I was shown into a very decent room 
occupied by a female who kept her bed. I weK 
near, to consider her case. Her features struck n 
from the first ; and I discovered beyond the pos^" 
bility of a mistake, after having looked at her some 
little time, the she-adventurer, who had played the 

j part of Camilla so adroitly. For her part sbn 
did not seem to recollect me at all, whether fi 
the oppression of her disorder, or from my dreaa i 
physician rendering me not easy to be known a 
I took her by the liaud, to feel her pulse ; and a 
ring upon her finger. I was all in a twitter i 

I the discovery of a valuable, on which I had a claim 
both in law and equity. Great was my longing to 

t make a snatch at it ; but considering that these &ji 
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ones would set up a great scream, and that Don 
Bnphael or some other defender of injured inno- 
cence might nisli in to their rescue, I laid an em- 
bargo on my privateering. I thought it best to 
come Dy my own in an honest way, and to consult 
Fabricio about the means. To this last course I 
stuck. In tlie mean time the old woman urged me 
to inform her with what disease her niece was trou- 
bled. I was not fool enough to own my ignorance ; 
on the contrary, I took upon myeelf as a man of 
science, and after my master's example, pronoimced 
solemnly that the disorder accrued to the patient 
from the defect of natimd perspiration ; that conse- 
quently she must lose blood as soon as possible, 
because if we coidd not open one pore, we always 
open another : and I finished my prcBcription with 
warm water, to do the thing methodically. 

I shortened my visit as much as posaihle, and ran 
to the son of Nunez, whom I met just as he was 
going out on an errand tor his master. I told him 
my new adventure, and asked his advice about lay- 
ing an information against Camilla. Pooh ! Non- 
sense ! rephed ho ; that would not be the way to get 
your ring again. Those gentry think restitution 
double trouble. Call to mind your impriaonment at 
Astorga; your horse, your money, your very 
clothes, did not tliey all centre in the hands of jus- 
tice? We must rather set our wits to. work for the 
recovery of your diamond. I take on myself the 
charge of inventing some stratagem for that purpose. 
I will deliberate on it in my way to the hospital. 
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wliere I have to say but two words from my master 
lo the purveyor. Do you wait for ma at our Louse 
of call, and do not be on the fret : I will be with 
you shortly. 

I had waited, however, more than three hours at 
the appointed place, when he arrived. I did not 
know him again at £rst. Bceides that he had 
changed his di-eas and platted his hair, a pair of 
false whiskers covcrtd half his face. He wore an 
immense sword with a hilt of at least three feet in cir- 
cumference, and marched at the heatl of fi\e men 
of as swaggering an air as liimaelf, with bushy 
whiskers and long rapiers. Good <la.v to you, 
Signor Gil Bias, said he by way of salutation; 
behold an algiiazil upon a new construction, and 
marshalmcn of lite materials in these brave fellows 
my companions. AYe have only to be sliown where 
the woman lodges who purloined tlie dianioDd, and 
we will obtain restitution, take my word for it. I 
hugged Fabricio at this discourse, which let me into 
the plot, and testified loudly my approval of tlie ex- 
pedient. I paid my respects also to llie masquerad- 
ing marslialmon. They were three servants and two 
journeymen barbers of liia acquaiutance, whom he 
had engaged to act this farce. I ordered wine to be 
served round to the detachment, and we all went to- 
gether at nightfall to ('amilla's residence. The door 
was shut, and we knocked. The old woman, taking 
my companions to be on the scent of justice, and 
knowing they would not coeqc into that neighborhood 
for nothing, was terribly frightened. Cheer up again. 
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good mother, said Fabritio ; we are only come here 
Qpon a little business wliicli will lie soon settled. 
At these woitls we made our ciitry, and found our 
way to the sick cUamher, under the guidance of the 
old dowager who walked before us, and by fai-or of 
a wax taper wliich she carried in a silver candlestick, 
I took the light, went to the bed-side, and, making 
CamiUa take particular notice of my features, Trait- 
resa, said I, call to mind the too credulous Gil Bias 
whom you have deceived. Al\ ! tliou wickednees 
pereonified, at last I have caught thee. The corre- 
gidor has taken down my deposition, and ordered 
this alguazil to arrest you. Come, officer, said I to 
Fabricio, do your duty. There is no need, replied 
he, swelling his voice, to inflame my severity. The 
face of that wretch is not new to me : she has long 
been marked with red letters in my pocket book. 
Get up, my princess, dress your royal person with 
all possible despatch. I will be your .squire, and 
lodge you in durance vile, if you have no objection. 
At theee words, Camilla, ill as she was, observing 
two marshalmen with large wliiskers ready to drag 
her out of bed by main force, sat up of herself, 
clasped her hands in an attitude of supplication; 
and looking at me ruefully, said, Signor Gil Bias, 
have compaHsioii on me : I call as a witness to my 
entreaties the chaste mother whose virtues you in- 
herit. Guilty as I am, my misfortunes are greater 
than my crimes. I will give you back your diamond, 
80 do not be my ruin. Speaking to this effect, she 
drew my ring from her finger, and gave it me back. 
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But I told her my diamond was not enough, and that 
she must refund tLe thousau*! ducats they had em- 
bezzled iu the ready-furnished lodging. O I as for 
your ducats, replied she, ask nie not about them. 
That false-hearted deceiver, Don Raphael, whom I 
have not seen from that time to tliis, caiTied them 
off tlie very same night. O, ho ! my little darling, 
said Fabricio in his turn, that will not do, you had a 
hand in the robbery, whether you went snacks in the 
profit or no. You will not fome off so cheaply. 
Your having been accL'ssary to Don Gapliael's ma- 
noeuvres ia enough to render you hable to an exam- 
ination. Your past life is very equivocal ; and you 
must have a good deal upon your conscience. You 
will have tlie goodness, if you please, just Ui step 
into the town jail, and there unburden youreelf by a 
general confession. This gootl old lady shall keep 
you company : it ia liard if she cannot tell a world 
of curious stories, such as Mr, Corregidor will be 
delighted to hear. 

The two women, at these words, brought every 
engine of pity into play to soften us. They filled 
the air with cries, complaints, and lamentations. 
While the old woman on her knees, sometimes 
the alguazil and sometimoa to his attendants, 
deavored to melt their stubborn hearts, Camilla 
plored me, in the most touching terms, to Si 
from the hands of justice. I pretended to relent. 
Officer, said I to the son of Nunez, since I have got 
my diamond, I do not much care about any thing 
else. It would be no pleasure to me to he the means 
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of pain to that poor woman ; I want not the iea^ 
of n sinner. Out upon you, answered lie, you eet 
up for humanity ! you would make a bad tipstaff. 
I muat do my errand. My positive orders t 
arrest theae virgins of the sun ; his honor the c 
regidor means to make an example of them. JfajjM 
for mercy's sake, replied I, pay some Uttle deference 
to my wishes, and slacken a little of yoiw severity, 
on the ground of the present these ladies are on the 
point of offering to your acceptance. O 1 that ia 
another matter, rejoined he ; that is what you may 
call a figure of rhetoric siiited to all capacities and 
all occasions. "Well, then, let ua see, what have 
they to give me? I have a pearl necklace, said 
Camilla, and drop ear-rings of considerable value. 
Yes ; but interrupted he roughly, if these articles 
are the produce of the Philippine Isles, I will have 
none of them. You may take them in perfect safety, 
replied she : I warrant them real. At the same time 
she made the old woman bring a little box, whence 
she took out the necklace and ear-rings, which she 
put within the grasp of this incorruptible minister. 
Though he was much such a judge of jewelry as 
myself, he had no doubt of the drops being real, 
as well as the pearls. Theae trinkets, said he, after 
having looked at them minutely, seem to be of good 
quality and fashion : and if the silver candlestick is 
thrown into the bargain, 1 woidd not answer to my 
own honesty. You had better not, said I in my 
turn to Camilla, for a trifle, rejei-t so moderate and 
fiiir a composition. "VVTiile uttering these words, I 
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returned the taper to the old woman, and lianded the 
eandlestk'k over to Fabricio, wliu, stopping there 
because perhaps he espied nothing else that was 
portaltle in the room, said to the two women : Fare- 
well, my dainty misses, set your hearta at rest, I 
will report you to his worship the corregidor, as 
purer than unsmutehed enow. We can turn liim 
round our finger ; and never tell him the truth, but 
wlieu we are uot paid for our lies. 



CHAPTEH V. 



mQUEL OF rim foagaoise aoyi 

FROM PRACTICE, ASD FROU Tt 
LADOLfD. 



p ut I 

tnea | 



Afteb having tliua carried Fabricio's plan into 
effect, we took our leave of Camilla's lodging, hug- 
ging ourselves on a aneceaa beyond our expectation : 
for we had only reckoned on the ring. AVo carried 
off witiioiit ceremony all we could get besides. Far 
from making it a point of conscience not to steal- 
from a description of ladies whose names are com- 
monly associated with rogues, we thought to cover 
gome scores of other sins by so meritorious an ac- 
tion. Gentlemen, said Fabricio, when we were in 
the street, my counsel is for returning to our tavern, 
and devoting the night to a regide. To-morrow we 
will sell the candlestick, the necklace, the drop ear- 
rings, and then share the prize money like.brother 
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adventurers, after which every man shall tramp hcHae 
again, and make the best excuse he can to his mas- 
ter. His worsiup the alguazil's idea seemed equally 
bright and judicious. M'e returned I'ank and file to 
tlie tavern, some in the pious hope of finding a plaa- 
siblo excuse for having slept abroad, others in a de a-' 
perate indifference about being turned out of dot 
widiout a eharaeter. 

We ordered a good supper to be got ready, a 
Bat down to- table with our physical and mental 
powers in full vigor. The rehsh was heigiitcned 
by a thousand pleasant anecdotes. Fabricio, of all.>g 
men in the world, having the happy knack of a ehi 
man in a company of jovial spirits, kept the t 
a roar. There escaped from him I know not 1 
many charges of true Castilian wit, worth more 
either in the schools of philosophy or the excliang^ 
of commerce than the drug of Attic salt. 
we were in a full pusl of laughter, we were made t 
laugh on the other side of our mouths by an unforeeet 
occurrence. There appeared at table a man of no 
contemptible prowess, followed by two other aa ill- 
looking dogs as ever existed. After tlus specimen 
we liftd three others, and reckoned up to a dozen, 
marching in by triplets. They were armed with 
carbines, swords and bayonets. AVe could not mis- 
take their office, and were at no loss to guess tlieir 
business. At first wc had a mind to be refractory ; 
but they beset us in an instant, and kept us under, 
as much by their numbers as by their weaponsn; 
Gentlemen, said the captain commandant in a jeE 
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ing etraiu, I have been infi»mie<I by what ingpnlouB 
artifice you have recovered a ring from the custody 
of a Iwly no better than alie should be. Undoubt- 
edly, the device was Hdniirablo, and well deserves a 
civic cniwn ; the patriotism of our iiohce will not be 
found wanting. Justice, with her lod^ngs to let 
for gentry of your description, will not be deficient 
in her Bcknowlcdgmenta for so brilbimt a display of 
genius. The company to whom this introductory 
address was directed looked a little sheepish on the 
oocasion. Our countenances fell ; and Camilla had 
her full revenge. Fabricio, however, though pale 
and puzzled, mode an attempt at a defence. Sir, 
said he, we did it in the innocence of our hearts, 
and of course we shall be forgiven this not immoral 
fraud? What tlie devil, replied the coiomandiitit in 
& rage, d<j you call this not immoral fraud? Moral 
or immoral, it may bring you to the gallows. Be- 
sides that the power of restitution ia too sacred to be 
assumed by the individual, you have made away with 
a candlestick, a necklace, and a pair of drop ear- 
rings : and wliat is worse, you have committed your 
rascalities in the livery of the law. St'oundrels 
dressing themselves up like the pillars of morality 
to undermine its very foundation 1 I shall wish you 
much joy if you are condemned to nothing worse 
than mowing the salt marsh. ^Mien we had im- 
pressed it on our convictions that the affair was even 
more serious than our first fears, we tiu-ew ourselves 
on his mercy, and implored liim to liave pity on our 
tender years, but his stubborn heart was relentless. 
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He rejected moreover the proposal of relinqutel 
the necklace, ear-rings and candlestick ; nay, he was 
deaf to the rhetoric of mj ring : perhaps bccfluee I 
offei'cd it before too many wi'tneeeee : in i^ihort, he 
was the most obdurate dog of hia kennel. He or- 
dered my compimionB to be handcufted, and sent U8 
in a body to the public prison. As we were on our 
way, one of the marshalnien acquainted uie that 
Camilla'^ old \Txen, suspecting us not to be licensed 
scouts of justice, had doj^ed ua to the tavern ; and 
having satisfied her doubts, in revenge informed 
£^inst us to the patrol. 

We were searched in the first instance. 
went the neclclace, the car-rings, and the candles 
They picked my pocket of my ring, and my ruby 
the Philippine Isles ; without even sparing the 
fees I had received in the forenoon for my pi 
tions : so that it was plain, trade was carried on by 
the same firm at Vidladolid as at Astorga, and that 
all these reformers held the same creed. While 
they rifled me of my trinkets and money, the lord 
in waiting of the patrol made known our adventure 
to the inferior agents of legal rapine. The trespass 
appeared so auda^^ioua thut the majority voted it 
capital. A few kind souls were of opinion that we 
might come off for two hundred lashes a piece, with 
a fi;w years on hoard the galleys. Waiting liis wor- 
ship's sentence, we were locked up in a cell, where 
wc lay upon straw, spread over our stable like a lit- 
ter for horses. There might we have foddered for an 
age, and at last liave been tiumed out to grass in the 
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, if on the morrow Signer Manuel Ordonnei 
had not got wind of our aifair, aud determined to 
release Fabricio ; wliicli lie could not do without 
making ii general gaol delivery. lie waa a, man 
of the first eredit in the town : his intereat waa ex- 
erted for us, and pa,rtly by his own inftncnce, 
partly by that of his friends, he obtained our 
largement iit tlie end of three daye. But the peri 
of delivery is always moulting time with gaol birda? 
the candlcatiek, die necklace, the ear-rings, my ring, 
and the ruby, all were left beliind. One could not 
help repeating those excellent liuea of Virgil, 
3ning with Sic vos non wo6i«. 

As soon as we were at hbei-ty, we returned to 
aja,gter8. Doctor Sangrado received me kindly. My 
poor Gil Bias, eiud he, it waa but this morning 1 
was acquainted with thy misfortune, I waa just 
setting about an active canvaaa for thee. We muat 
derive comfort from adversity, my friend, and attach 
ourseh'Qs more than ever to the practice of physic. 
I affirmed that to be my intention ; and, in truth, I 
laid about mc. Far from wanting employment, it 
happened by a kind proviLleiice, as my master had 
foretold, to be a very sickly season. The small] 
and a very malignant fever, took alternate possessi 
of the town and tiie suburbs. All the physicians 
Valladohd had their sliai'c of business, and \s' 
the least. "We saw eight or ten patienta a day 
that the kettle was kept on tlic simmer, and th 
bluod in the action of transpiring. But things 
happen cross; they died to a man, either by' 




ir had^^^J 
^llpo^^M 
iessi«^^H 
ana itf^^^^ 
^■e not ' 

'; 80 

1 the 

^wdl j 

'' our j 



160 GI^ BLAS. 

fault or their owd. If tlieir case was hc^elem, «* 
were not to blanie ; and if it was not hopeless, they 
were. Three visits to a patient was the length of 
our tether. About the second, wo sometimes ran 
foul of the iindertakei' ; or when we hud been more 
fortunate than usual, the patient had got no fiirther 
than the point of death. Aa I was but a young 
phjsiciaii, not yet hardened to tho trade of an as- 
safisin, I grieved over tlie melancholy issue of my 
own tlieory and practice. Sir, said I, one evening 
to Doctor Sangrado, I call Heaven to witness on the 
spot that I have never strayed from your infidlUde 
method ; and yet I have never saved a patient : one 
would thiidt they died out of spite, and were on the 
otlier side of the great medical question. This very 
day I came across two of them, going into the coun- 
try to be buried. My good lad, replied he, my ex- 
perience nearly comes to the same point. It is but 
seldom I have the pleasure of ciu^ing my kind and ' 
partial friends. If I had leas confidence in my prin- 
ciples, I should tliink my jirescriptions had set their 
feces against the work they were intended to perform. ■ 
If you will take a hint, sir, replied I, we had better 
vary our system. Let us give, by way of experi- 
ment, elicmical preparations to our patients : the 
worst they can do is to tread in the steps of our pure 
dilutions and our phlebotomizing evacuations. I 
would willingly give it a trial, rejoined he, if it were 
a matter of indifference, but I hai'c published on the 
practice of bleeding and tlie use of drenches ; would 
you have me cut the throat of my own fame afi an 
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author I O, you ni-e in the riglit, resumeil I 
enemies must not gain this triumph over ua ; they 
would Bay that you were out of conceit willi your 
own aystema, and woiild ruin your reputation for 
mconsistency. Perish the people, perish rather our 
nobility and clergy 1 But let us go on in the old 
path. After all, our brethern of the faculty, with 
all their tenderness about bleeding, have no patcat 

longerity any more than ourselves ; and we 
set off their drugs against our specifics. 

We went on working double tides, and did 
much execution, that in less tlmn sin weeks we 
^s many widows and orphans as the siege of Ti 
The plague must have got into Valladolid by 
nomber of funerals. Day after day came 
ffttlier or other to know what was become of his eon, 
who was last seen in our liands ; or else a stujiid fel- 
low of an uncle, who had a foohah hankering after a 
deceased nephew. Witli respect to the nephews and 

I, on whose uncles and fatliers we had equalized 
our system of destruction, they thouglit that least 
,said waB soonest mended. Husbands were alto- 
gether on their good beliavior — they would not split 
a hair about tlie loss of a wife or two. The 
eufferers to whose reproaches we were exposed, 

etimes quite savage in their grief; without t 
mealy-mouthed in their expressions, they called 
blockheads and assassins. I was concerned at th« 
Irad language ; but my master, who was u]i to evi 
circumstance, listened to their abuse with tlic utmoi 
indifference. Yet I iniglit have grown as callous 
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himself to popular reprouch. if lieaven, interposing itB 
Bhicid between tlie iiivaliils of VaJladolid. anil one of 
their seuurgcs, hail not providentially nuecd up an. 
incident to disgust nic with medicine, which from the 
outset had been disgusted with me. 

The idle fclIowB about town assembled every day 
in our neighborhood for a, game at tennis. Among 
the number was one of those professed bullies who 
8Ct up for great Dons, and arc the complete cocks 
of tlie tennis court. lie was a Biseayan, and as- 
sumed the title of Don Hoderic de Slondragon. His 
age might be about thirty. Hia size was somewhat 
above the common, but he was lean and bony. Be- 
sides two sparkling little eyes roUing about in hia 
head, and throwing out defiance agninat all bystand- 
ers, a very broad nose came in between a pair of red 
whiskera, which turned up like a hook as liigh as the 
temples. His phraseology was bo rough nnd un- 
couth that the very soimd of liis voice would throw 
a quiet man into an ague. Tins tyrant over hotli the 
rackets and the gsime was lord paramount in all dis- 
putes between the playera ; and there was no appeal 
from hia decisions, but at the risk of receiving a 
challenge the next day. Precisely aa I ha^e drawn 
Signor Don Eoilcric, whom the Don in the fore- 
ground of hia titles could never make a gentleman, 
Signor Don Roderic was sweet upon the mistress of 
the tennis-court. Sliewaa awomanof foi-ty, ingood 
circumstances, as charming as forty can well be, just 
entering on the second year of her widowhood. I 
know not how he made hunself agreeable ; certain]^ 
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not bj- bis cstPrior rccommpndations, but probj 
by that witliin wluch passcth show. However 
wiijr tit be, elie took a fancy to hini, and began to 
ier thoughts toivarda the lioly state of matrimony ; 
but while that great event was in agitation, for the 
Jiunishment of her sins, she was taken with a malig- 
nant fever, and with me for a physician. Had the 
disorder been ever so sligiit, my practice would have 
'Inade a serious job of it. At the exj>iration of four 
days, there was not a dry eye in the tennis-court. 
^Oie mistress joined the outward-bound colony of my 
.patients, and her fiiniily administei-ed to her effects. 
Don Roderic, distracted at the loss of his mistress, 
or ratlier disappointed of a good establishment, was 
not satisfied with fretting ami fuming at me, 
swore lie would run me throuj^h tlie body, or 
frown me into a non-entity. A good-natured n 
bor apprised me of this vow, witli a caution to k( 
at home, for fear of coming across tliis devil of a 
'low. This warning, though taken in good part, 
>A 8om-ee of anxiety and apprehension. I wa? eter- 
nally fancying the enraged Biaeayau laying siege to 
fhe outworks of my citadel. There was no getting 
a moment's respite ii-om alarm. This circumstance 
weaned me from the practice of medicine, and I 
thought of nothing but deliverance from my k 
;0n went my embroidered suit once more. 1 
leave of my master, who did all he could to det 
<me, I got out of town with tlie dawn, not heedU 
tof that terrible Don Boderic, who might waylay 
>n tltt road. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HIS ROUTE FROM TALLADIILia, WITH A DESCRIPTIOir 

I TRUDGED on at a great rate, and li 
from time to time, to sec if that dread&l Uiscayim 
was not following me. My imagination waa Bo 
engrosBcd by the fellow that he haunted me in every 
tree and bush ; my heart was in my mouth for fear 
at every foot-fall. But I took courage again at the 
distaneo of about a league, and went on more gently 
towards Madrid, whither I proposed directing my 
steps. I had no attachment to Valladolid. ^^11 my 
regret was at tearing myself from Fabricio, my dear 
Pyladee, of whom I had not ao much ae taken my 
leave. It was no grievance to give up physic ; on the 
contrary, I prayed Heaven to forgive nie for having 
tampered with it. Yet I did not coirat over the con- 
tents of my purse with less pleasure, because they 
were the wages of murder. In this I took after those 
ladies who retire with a fortune to lead pious lives, 
and think it hard if they may not fatten religiously 
on the hard earnings of thuir libertine profession, 
I had, in rials, Bomowhere about the value of five 
dueats, and this was the sum-total of my property, 
AVith these I designed repaning to Madrid, wliere I 
had no doubt of finding a good service. Besides, I 
wished above all things to be in that magnificent 
city, the boasted epitome of the norld and all its 
wonders. 
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While I was recollecting what I had lieard of it, 
and enjoying befordiaud the pleasures it affords, I 
heard the voice of a man coming after me, and singl- 
ing till he bad scraped his throat. He had a wallet 
on his back, a guitar suspended from liia neck, and 
a long sword by his side. He got on at such a rate, 
as soon to overtake me. AVho should it be but one 
of the twojoumejmen barb ers with whom Iliad ^en 
in gaol for^the adventure of the ring. We knew one 
Mother at once, though we had shifted our drcBses, 
and were in a thousand marvels at meeting bo unex- 
pectedly on the highway. If I testified my delight at 
having such a fellow-traveller, he seemed on his side 
to feel an excess of rapture at tlie renewal of our 
acquaintance. I told him why I had left Valladolid, 
and he trusted his own secret to me in return, by 
stating himself to have had a little brush with his mas- 
ter, on which they had taken an everlasting leave of 
one another. Had it been my pleasure, continued 
he, to have taken up my abode longer in Valladolid, 
ten shops would take ine in for one that would have 
turned me out ; eiuce, vanity apart, I may safely say 
there is not a barber in all Spain better qualified to 
shave all sorts of beards, with the grain or against 
the grain, and to ciu'l a pair of wliiskers. But I 
could no longer fight against a hankering after my 
native place, whence I departed fidl ten years since. 
I wish to inhale a httle of my own coimtry air, and 
to leam the present situation of my family. I ahall 
be among tliera the day after to-morrow, at a place 
called Olm^do, a populous village on tliia side of 
Segovia. 
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I reaolved on accompan^'ing' this barber home, and 
going to Segovia for the cliance of' a c-ast to Jfadrid. 
We began entertaining one another witli itidifferent 
eubjecta as we went along. The young fellow was 
perfectly good-)mniored, with a ready wit. After 
an hour's conversation, he nsked me if I was hungry. 
I referred him to tlie first bouse of call for my an- 
swer. To stop dilapidations till we get there, said 
he, we may renew our term by a little breakfast from 
my wallet. When I am on a jinmiey I am always 
my own caterer. None uf your woollen drapery, 
nor linen di'a[)ery, nor any of your_frippery or 
trumpery. I hate ostentation. My wallet contains 
nothing but a little exercise for my grinders, my 
nizora, and a wash-ball, I extolled his discretion, and 
agreed with all my lieart to the bar^piin he proposed. 
My appetite was keen and sharp-aet for a comfort- 
able meal ; after what he had said, I could expect 
no less. We drew aside a little from the high road, 
and sat down upon the grass. There my little jour- 
neyman barber laid out hia provisions, consisting of 
five or six onions, with atime acnips of bread and 
cheese ; but the best lot in the auction was a little 
leathern bottle, full, as he said, of choice, delicate 
wine. Thtjiigh the solids were not very relishing, 
the calls of hunger did nut allow either of us to be 
dainty ; and we emptied the bottle too, containing 
about two pints of a wine one could not i-ecommend 
without some remorse of ronacience. We then rose 
from table, and set out again on the tramp in high 
glee. The barber, who had heard some litd§ 
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snatches of my story from Fabricio, entreated i 
to furnish liim with the wlmle from the best auth 
ity. It was impossible to refiise so munificent | 
host ; I therefore gave him the satisfaction \ 
quired. In my turn I called on him, as an acknm 
edgment of my franknesa, to communicate the lead 
ing circumstances of liis terrestri:J peregrinations. 
O I as for my adventures, exclainirai he, tliey are 

scarcely worth recording a mere catalogue tl("n 

common occurrences. Nevertheless, since we 1 
nothing else to do, I will run over the narrativii 
such as it is. At the same time he entered o 
recital, neai-ly in the following terms. 



CHAPTER ni. 



I TAKE up my tjilo from the origin of things. My 
grandfather, Ferdinand Perez tie la Fiienta, barber- 
general to the village of Olmddo for fifty years, died, 
leaving four sons. Tlie eldest, Nicholas, succeeded 
to the shop, and lathered liiuiself into the good 
graces of the customers. Bertrand, the next, hav- 
ing taken a fancy to trade, set up for a mercer ; and 
Thomas, who was the third, turned schoolmaster. 
Aa for tlie fouith, by name Pedro, feeling ivithin 
himself tiie high destinies of learning, lie sold a 
. dir^ acre or two which tell to his sliare, and went 







to settle at Madrid, where he lioped one day lo^dh^ 
tinguish himself by his genius and erudition. The 
other tlu-ce brothers would not part; they fixed 
their quarters at Olin^do, marrying peasants' daugh- 
" ters, who brought tJieir husbands very little dowry, 
except an annual present of a chopping young rustic. 
They had a most pubhc-spiritcd emulation in child- 
bearing. My mother, the barber's wife, favored, the 
world with a contribution of six within the first fivi 
years of her marriage. I was among the 
r My father initiated me betimes in the mysteries 
, ehaving ; and when he eaw me grown up to the 
of fifteen, laid this wallet across my shoulders, 
eented me with a long eword, and said Go, 

', you are now qualified to gain your own livoH-' 
hood ; go and travel about. You want a httle ac- 
quaintance with the world to give you a pohsh, and 
improve you in your art. Off with you I and do not 
return to Olmiido till you have made the tour of 
Spain , nor let me hear of you till that is accomplished. 
Finisliing with this injunetion, he embraced me with 
fatherly affection, and shoved me out of doors by 
the shoidders. 

Such were tlie parting benedictions of my sire. 
As for my mother, who had more the touch of 
nature in her jtianners, she seemed to fee! somewhat 
at my departure. She di-opped a few tears, and 
even slipped a ducat by stealth into my hand. Tims 
was I sent from Olmedo into the wide worid, and 
took the road of Segovia. I did not go two hun- 
dred yards without stopping to examine my bag. I 
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liad a mind to view its contents, and to know tlie 
[irccisR amount of my possessions. There I found 
a case with two razors, which must have travelled 
]ioet over tlie chins of ton ^rcnerations, by the evi- 
dence of their wear and tear, with a strap to eet 
tbcin, and a bit uf soap. In addition to this, a 
coarse shirt quite new, a pair of my fiither's shoes 
quite old, and what rejoiced me more than all tJie 
rest, a rouleau of twenty rials in a linen bag. Be- 
hold tlie sum-total of my personals. You may con- 
clude master Nicholas, the barber, to have reckoned 
a good deal on my ingenuity, by his turning me 
adrii^ with so slender a provision. Vet a ducat and 
twenty rials, by way of fortune, was enough to turn 
the head of a young man unaccustomed to money 
concerns. I fiineicd my stock of cash inexhausti- 
ble ; and pursued my journey in the sunshine of 
brilliant anticipation, looking from time to time at 
the hilt of my rapier, while the blade was striking 
against the calf of my leg' at every stcji, or tripping 
up my heels. 

In the evening I reaehed the village of AtaquinSs 
with a very catholic stomach. I put up at the inn ; 
and, as if I meant to spend freely, asked, in a lofty 
tone, what tlicre was for sujiper. The landloi"d 
examined my pretensions with his eye, and finding 
according to what cloth my coat was cut, said with 
true publican's civility. Yes, yes, my worthy mas- 
ter, yoti shall have no reason to complain ; we will 
it you like a lord. With thia assurance, he 
, abawed mo into a little room, whither he brought 
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me, a quarter of an Iiour afterwards, a ragout muSs 
of a great lie cat, on wMch I feasted with as famous 
an appetite as if it hiwl been Lare or rabbit, Thy 
excellent diali was washed down by bo ehoice a w 
that the king had no better in his cellars. I found o 
however, that it was pricked ; but tliat v 
drance to mj doing it as much honor as tlie he cat. The 
last article iu this entertainment for a lord wae a bed 
better adapted to drive sleep away than to invite it. 
Figure it to yourself about the width of a coffin, and 
80 short tliat I coidd not streteh my lege, tliough 
none of the longest. Besides, there was neither 
mattress nor feather bed, but merely a little straw 
sewed up in a sheet folded double, whieli was laid 
down clean for every hundreth traveller, and served 
the other ninety-nine, one after another, without 
washing. Nevertheless, in such a bed, with a 
stomach distended to a surfeit by fricaseed cat, and 
then raked by sour wine, thanks to youth and a 
good constitution, I slept soundly, and passed the 
night without being disturbctl. 

On the followuig day, when I lia<I break&sted, 
and paid the reckoning, as I had been treated like a 
lord, I made but one stage to Segovia. On my 
arrival, I had the good fortune to find a shop, where 
they took me in ibr my board and lodging ; but I 
staid there only sis months ; a journevman barber, 
with whom I got aequaintcid, was going to Madrid, 
and drew me in to set off with him. I had no diffi- 
culty in procuring a situation on the same footing aa 
at Segovia. I got into a shop of the very best 
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cuBtom. It 13 true, it was near the church of the 
Holy Cross, and that the neighborhood of the 
Prince's Theatre brought a great deid of buaineaa. 
My master, two stirring fellows and myself, could 
scarcely lather tho chins of the people who cjinie to 
be shaved. Thoy were of all trades and conditions ; 
among the rest, players and authors. One day, 
two persons of the last description happened to 
meet. They began conversing about the poets and 
pieces in vogue, when one of tliem mentioned 
my uncle's name : a circumbtance which drew my 
attention more ])articularly to their discourse. Don 
Juan dc Zavaleta, said one, w-ill never do any good 
as an author. A man of n cold genius, without a 
spark of fancy ! he has written himself down at a 
terrible rate by his last publication. And Louia 
Velez de (iuevara, said the other, what has he 
' done ? A tine work to bring before the publiu I 
Was there ei'or any thing so wretched? They men- 
tioned, I know not how many poets besides, whose 
names I have forgotten : I only recollect that they 
said no good of them. As for my uncle, they made 
a more honorable piention of him, agreeing that he 
was a personage of merit. Yes, said one, Don 
Pedro <lo la Fuenta is an excellent author ; there is 
a sly humor in his compositions, blended with solid 
sense, which commimicates an attic poignancy to 
their general effect. I am not surprised at his popu- 
larity, both in court and city, nor at the pensions 
settled on him by the great. For many years past, 
said the other, he ha^ enjoyed a very large income. 
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He lives at the Duke de Medina Celi'e table, and 
has an opartmeut in his house, so that he is at no 
expense ; he must be very well in the world. 

I lost not a syllable of what these poeta were s 
ing about my imcle. AVe had learned in the fi 
that ho made a noise in Madrid by liis works ; 
travellers, passing tlirough 01ni(5do, had told ub a 
but as he took no notice of ua, and seemetl to 1 
weaned Iiimself ironi all natural ties, we on our h 
lived in a state of perfect indifference about him. 
*Vct nature will prevail : as soon as I had heard that 
he was in a fwir way, and had learned where 1 
lived, I was tempted to go and call upon '. 
One ti ling staggered me a little ; the literati I 
styled him Don Pi;dro. This don was an awkward 
circumstance : I had my doubts whether he might 
not be some other poet of the name, and not my 
uncle. Yet that apprehension did not damp my 
ardor. 1 thought he might have been ennobled for 
his wit, and determined to pay him a visit. For 
this purpose, with my master's leave, I tricked my- 
self out one morning as well a^ I could, and sallied 
from our shop, a little proud of being nephew to a 
man who had gained so high a character by his 
genius. Barbers are not the most diffident people 
in the world, I began to conceive no mean ojiinion 
of myself; and riding the high horse with all the 
arrogance of greatness, enquired my way to the 
Duke de Medina Celt's palace. I rang at the gate, 
and said, I wanted to speak with Signor Don PCdro 
de la Fueiita, The porter pointed with liis finger 
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to a narrow staircase at the fag end of the court, 
and answered, — Gu up there, then knoek at the 
firat door on your right. I did aa he directed 
me ; and knocked at a door. It was opened by a 
young man, w^hom I asked if those were tlic apart- 
ments of Signer Don P(!dro de ia Fuenta. Yes, 
answered he, but you cannot speak to him at pres- 
ent. I should be very glad, said I, just to say. 
How are you ? I biing him news of hia family. 
And you brought him news of the pope, replied he, 
1 could not introduce you just now. He is writing, 
and while his wita are at work, he must not he dis- 
turbed. He ivill not be able to receive company till 
noon ; take a turn, and come back about that time. 
I departed, and walked about town all the morn- 
ing, incessaDtly meditating on the rece[ition my 
uncle would give me, I think, said I within my- 
self, he will be overjoyed to see me. I measured 
hia feelings by my own, jmd prepai'cd myself for a 
very affecting discovery. I returned punctually to 
tlie appointed hour. You are juat in time, said the 
servant ; my master was going out. Wait here a 
moment : I will announce you. AVilh these words, 
he left me in the ante-chamber. He returned almost 
immediately, and showed me into his master's room. 
The face struck me all at once aa a family likeness. 
To be sure he waa tlie very image of my uncle 
Thomas ; tliey might have been taken for twins. I 
bowed down to the groinid, and introduced myself 
as the eon of Master Nicholas de la Fuenta, the 
Iwrbcr of Olm(5do. I likewise informed him, that I 
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(md been working at my father's tmde in Madrifl, 
for tlicse tlirt-e w<;eks, as a joumpyman, and iDtended 
making the toiir of Spnin to complete my educa- 
tion. WTiile I was spoaking', my uuc!e was evi- 
dently in a hrown study. He eeemed to doubt 
whether he should disown me at onoe, or get rid of 
me with some little sairifice to decency. The latter 
courae he adopted. Afiecting the affable : Well, my 
good kinsman, how are your lather and your nnelea ? 
Do tliey get on in t)ie world V 1 began Ihpreupon 
by laying before him the family knack at propaga- 
tion. All the children, male and female, called 
■ over by their names, with their godfathers and god- 
mothers included in the list I He took no extrava- 
gant interest in the particulars of my tide; hut, lead- 
ing to his own puiposes, Diego, replied he, 1 am 
quite of your mind. You should go from place to 
place, and ace a variety of practicp. I would not 
have you tarry longer at Madiid : it is a leiy dan- 
gerous residence for youth ; you may get into bad 
habits, my sweet fellow. Other towns will suit you 
better ; the state of society in the provinces is more 
patriarchal and philosophical. Deteimine on emi- 
gration ; and when your departure is fixed, come 
and take your leave. I will contribute a pistole to 
the tour of Spiiin. AVith this kind assurance, lie 
handed mc out of the room, and sent me packing. 

I had not worldly wisdom enough to find out that 
he wanted to get (juit of me. I went back to our 
eliop, and gave my master an account of the visit I 
had paid. He looked no deeper than myself into 
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Signor Don Pedro's motives, and observed; I can- 
not help differing from your worthy uncle, 80 far 
from advising you to travel the provinces, the real 
tiling would be, in my opinion, to give you a com- 
fortable settlement in tliia city. He is band-iirid- 
glove with the first people ; it ia an easy matter 
for him to establish you. in a gi-eat family ; and tliat 
is a fortune at once, Stioick with this lucky dis- 
covery, wliieh seemed to settle the point without 
difficulty, I called on my uncle again two days 
aiberwards, and made a modest proposal to liim for 
a situation about eome leading character at comt. 
But tlie hint was not taken kindly. A proud man, 
living at free quarters among the great, and dining 
with them in a family party, did not exactly wish 
that, while he was sitting at my lord'a table, hia 
nephew should be a guest m tlie servants' hall. 
Little Diego might bring a scandal on Signor Don 
Pddro. He had no hesitation, tlierefore, in feirly 
timiing me out of doors, and that with a flea in my 
ear. What, you little rascal I said he, in a fit of ex- 
travagance, do you mean to relinquish your caUing? 
Begone, I consign you to tiic reptile whose per- 
nicious counsels will be your ruin. Take your leave 
of these premises, and never set your foot on tliem 
again, or you shall have the reception .you deserve I 
I was absolutely stunned at this language, and still 
more at the peremptory tone my unde assumed. 
With tears in my eyes I withdrew, quite overcome 
by his severity. Yet, as T had always been lively 
and confident in my temper, I booh wiped away my 
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tears. My grief was even turned into resaitment, 
and I determined to take no further notice of this 
unnatural relative, whose kind offices I had hitherto 
been contented to wuiit. 

My attention was henceforth directed to the culti- 
vation of my proteesiunal talent ; I was quite a 
plodding fellow at my trade. I scraped away ail 
day; and in the evening, by way of relief to my 
scraping, I twanged the guitar. My master 
instrument was an old Senor Escud&'o whi 
shaved. lie taught me music in return ; and 
was an adept. To be sure he had formerly been 
chorister in a cathedral. His name was Marcos de 
. Obregou. He was a man of the world, with good 
natural parts and acquired knowledge, which jointly 
induced him to fix on me as an adopted son. He 
was engaged as an attendant on a physician's lady, 
resident within thirty yards of our house. I went 
to him in the evening, when shop was shut, and we 
two, sitting on the threshold of the door, made up a 
little concert not displcajsing to the neighborhood. 
-It was not that our voices were very fine ; but in 
thrumming on the catgut, we made a pretty regular 
accompaniment to onr duet, and filled up the har- 
mony sufficiently for the gratification of our hearers. 
Our music was particularly agreeable to Donna 
Mergelina, the physician's wife ; she came into the 
passage to hear us, and sometimes encored us in her 
(avorite airs. Her husband did not interfere with 
her amusement. Though a Spaniai'd and in years, 
he was not possessed with jealousy ; besides, bis pro- 
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fession took up all liis time ; ood as he uuue h( 
in the evening, worn out with his 
he went to bed itt on early hour, without troublii 
himself about his wife or our cuocerta. P 
if he thought about them at al), he might cunaidcr 
tbeiu as little likely to produce dangerous conse- 
quences. He hod an additional security in his wife. 
Mergehna was yofing and handsome witli a witness ; 
but of so fierce a modesty, that she started at the 
very shadow of a man. How could he take umbrage 
at an amusement of so harmless and decorous a 
natiu-e? He gave us leave to sing our hearts out- 
One evening, as I came to the physician's door, 
intending to take my usual recreation, I found the 
old squire waiting for me. He took ine by the 
hand : saying that he wished to take a little walk 
with me, before we struck up our little concert. At 
the flame time he drew me aside into a by-strcet, 
where, finding an opportunity of opening his mind : 
Diego, my good lad, said he with a melancholy air, 
I want to give yon a hint in private. I mucli fear, 
my good and amiable youtJi, that we shall both have 
reason tu repent of beguiling our evenings witli little 
musical parties at my master's door. Bely on my 
eincere friendship : I do not grudge your lessons in 
flinging and on the guitar ; but if I could have fore- 
seen^ the storm now brewing, in the name of ctiarity, 
I would have selected some other spot to commiuii- 
cate my instructions ! Tliis address alarmed me. I 
entreated the gentle stjuire to be more explicit, and 
to tell ine what we had to fear ; for I was do Hector, 
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and the tour of Spain waa not yet finished. I wiH 
relate to you, replied he, what it concerns you to 
know, tliat you may take proper meaauro of our 
present danger. 

When T got into the sen-ice of the physician, about 
a year ago, lie said one morning, after having intro- 
duced me to his wife : There, Marcos, you see your 
inigtreee ; that ia the lady you are to accompany in 
all her peregrinations. I was smitten with Donna 
Mergelina : site was lovely in the extreme, a model 
for an artist, and her principal attraction was the 
pleaeantnesB of her deportment. Honored sir, re- 
plied I to the physician, it ia too great a happiness 
to be in the train of bo charming a lady. My 
answer was taken amiss by Mergelina, who said 
rather enistily, A pleasant gentleman this ! He a 
perfectly free and easy. Believe me, his fine 
speeches may go a begging for me I These words, 
dropped from sneh lovely lips, seemed rather incon- 
sistent ; the manners and ideas of bumpkins and 
dairy-maids coupled with all tlie graces of the most 
lovely woman in the world I As tor her husband, 
he was used to her ways ; and, hugging himself on 
the unrivalled churaeter of liis rib, Marcos, said he, 
my wife is a miracle nf chastity. Then, observing 
her put on her veil, and make herself ready to go to 
mass, he told me to attend on her at church. We 
were no sooner in the street than we met, and it was 
no wonder, blades who, struck with Donna Merge- 
lina's genteel carriage, told her a tlionsand flattering 
tales as they passed by. She was not backward in 
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her answera i but silly and ill-timed, beyond what 
you can conceive. They were all in amn^e, and 
Could not inia^ne how a woman should take it amies 
to be complimented. Why really ! madam, said I 
to her at &st, you had better he silent, or shut your 
ears to their addrcases, than reply with asperity. 
No, no, replied she : I will teach these coxcombs 
that I am not a woman to put up with nupertinence. 
In short, her absunlity went ho far, that I could not 
help telling her my mind, at the hazard of her dis- 
pleasure. I gave her to imderatand, yet with the 
greatest possible caution, that she was unjust to 
nature, whose liandiwork she marred by her pre^ 
pOHterous ferocity ; that a woman of mild and ])ol- 
ished manners might inspire love without the aid of 
beauty ; whereas the loveliest of the sex, divested of 
female softness, was in diuiger of becoming the pub- 
lic scorn. To tliis ratiocination, I added collateral 
arguments, always directed to the amendment of her 
manners. After having moraUzed to no purpose, I 
was afraid my freedom might exasperate my mis- 
tress, and draw upon me some taunting repartee. 
Xcverthcless, she did not mutiny against my advice j 
but silently rendered it of no avail, and thus v 
on from day to day. 

I was weary of pointing out hor errors to no puiv ■ 
pose, and gave her up to the ferocious temperament 
of her nature. Yet, could you think it ? the savage 
humor of that proud woman is entirely changed 
within these two months. She has a kind word for 
all the world, and manners the most accommodating. 
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It 18 no longer the same Mcrgelina who gave sneh 
homely answers to the compliments of lier swains : 
she is become assailable by flattery ; loves to be told 
she is handsome, tliat a man cannot look at lier with- 
out paying for it : her ears itch for fine speeches, 
and she is become a very woman. Siich a change is 
almost inconceivable : and the best of the joke is, 
that you are the worker of this unparalleled miracle. 
Yes, my dear Diego, it is you who have transformed 
Donna Mergelina ; you have softened down the 
tigress into a domestic animal ; in a word, you have 
made her feel. I have observed it more than once ; 
and never trust my knowledge of the sex, if she ia 
not desperately in love with you. Such, my dear 
boy, is the melancholy newa I have to conmiunicate 
— the awkward predicament in which we stand. 

I do not see, said I in my turn to the old man, 
that there ia any thing so melancholy in this ac- 
cident, or any peculiar awkwardness in bdnjr tha 
object of a pretty woman's partiality. Ah I Diego, 
replied he, you argue like a yonng man ; you only 
«oe the bait, without guarding against the hook: 
pleasure ia your lure ; while my thoughts are directed 
to the unpleasant cireumstancea attending it. Mur- 
der will out. If you go on singing at our door, you 
will provoke Mergelina's passion ; and she, prob- 
ably, losing all command over herself, will betray 
her weakness to her husband, Doctor Oloroso. That 
wretched husband, so complying now that he thinks 
there ia no ground for jealousy, will run wild, take 
signal vengeance upon her, and perhaps play some 
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dog'e trick or other to you and me. "Weil, thea] 
rejoined I, your reasons shall be conclusive with r 
and your eage counaeU my rulcv Lay down tKa 
line of conduct I am to adopt, tor the prevention of 
any left-handed catastrophe. We will have no mors 
concerts, waa bis peremptory decree. Do not slioj] 
3rouraeIf any more to my mistress : wbcn the b!^ 
of you does not inflame ber, she will recuv 
composure. Stay within doors : I will call in upon 
you, and we will torture the ji^tar with impunity. 
With all my heart, said I, and I will never set my 
foot again in your prcuiises. In gooil truth, 1 waa 
determined to serenade no longer before the phy- 
Bician's door, but henceforth to keep within the pre^ 
cints of my shop, since my attractions as i 
were so fonnidable. 

In the meantime, good Squire Marcos, with all t 
prudence, experienced in the course of a few daya 
tliat the plan he bad devised to quench Donna 
Mergelina's flame produced a directly opposite eifeo 
The lady on the second night not bearing me s 
asked why we had discontinued our concerts, 
the reason of my absence. He told her I ' 
busy as not to have a moment to spare for rela? 
tion. She seemed satisfied with that eacuae, ; 
for tliree days lonjrer bore the disappointment of a 
her hopes like a heroine ; but at the end of that 
period, my martyr to the tender passion lost all 
patience, and said to her conductor, You are pla] 
ing false with me, Marcos ; Diego has not discoi 
linued his visits without a cause. This myster 
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must be unravelled. Speat, I command you ; con- 
ceal nothing from me ! Madam, answered he, mak- 
ing uae of another subterfuge, since the truth must 
be told, it has often happened to him to find the 
cloth taken away at home ailer the concert ; he can- 
not run tlie risk any longer of going to bed without 
his supper. What, without hid supper I excUinied 
she in an agony, why did not you tell me so sooner? 
Go to bed without liia supper ! O ! the poor little 
sufferer ! Go to him this instant, and let lum come 
again this evening ; he shall not go home starving 
apy more, there shall always be a luncheon for him. 
>yhat do I hear? said the squire, affecting aston- 
ishment at this language ; O, Heaven, what a re- 
verse ! Is this you, madam, and are these your 
sentimeota ? Well-a-day 1 Since when are you so 
compassionate and tender-hearted? Since, replied 
she significantly, since you have lived in this house, 
or rather since you disapproved my disdainful man- 
ners, and have labored to softien the acrimony of my 
temper. But, alas I added she, in a melting mood, 
I have gone from one extreme to the othei'. Proud 
and insensible as I was, I am become too suscepti- 
ble — too tender. I am enamoured of your young 
friend Diego, and I cannot help myself; hia absence, 
far from allaying my ardor, oidy adds fuel to the fire. 
Is it possible, resumed the old man, that a young 
fellow with neither face nor person should have in- 
spired so strong a passion ? I coidd make allowance 
for your feelings, if they bad been set afloat by some 
nobleman of distinguished merit. . . . Ah ! Marcos, 
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interrupted Mergelina, I am not like tlie rest of ray 
Bex ; or, ratter, spite of j'Oiir long experience, your 
penetration is but shallow if you ftincy merit to liave 
mucli share in our choice. Judging by myself, we 
all leap before we look. Love is a mental derange- 
nieDt, forcibly drawing all our views and attaebmcnta 
into one vortex — a species of hydrophobia. Have 
done then with your hints that Diego is not worthy 
of my tenderness ; that he has it ia enough to invest 
him with a thousand perfections too astherial for your 
gross eight, and perhaps too unsubstantial for any 
but a lover's perception. In vain you disparage his 
features or Ids stature ; in my eyes }ie was created 
to Uadi^i and encircled by the hand of Nature with 
the glories of the opening day. Nay, more, there is 
a thrilling aweetness in Iiia voice ; hie touch on the 
guitar haa the taste of an amateur, and the execution 
of a professor. But, madam, subjoined Marcos, do 
you consider who Diego ia ? The meanness of his 
station. . ' . . My own is very little better, inter- 
rupted she again ; though were I of noble birth, it 
woidd make no difference in my sensations. 

The result of that conference was that the squire, 
concluding he should make no unpression on the 
mind of his mistress, gave over struggling with her 
obstinacy, as a skilftU pilot runs before tlie storm, 
though it carries him out .to sea from his intended 
port. lie did more : to satisfy his patroness, he paid 
me a visit, took me aside, and, after having related 
what had passed between them : You see, Diego, 
said he, that we cannot dispense with the perform- 
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ance of our coooerta at Mergelina'a door. Abflolutrff, 
my friend, that lady must see you again ; otherwise 
she may commit some act of desperation fatal to her 
good name. I was not inexorable, but answered 
Marcos that I would attend with my guitar early in 
the evening ; and dispatched him to his mistress 
with the happy tidings. He executed his office, and 
the impassioned dame was out of her wits with joy, 
in the delicious prospect of hearing and seeing me 
in a few hours. 

A most disagreeable circumstance, however, was 
very near disappointing lier in that hope. I could 
not leave home before niglit, and, for my sins, it was 
dark as pitch. I went gropbg along the street, and 
had got, may be, half way, when down from a win- 
dow came upon my head the contents of a perfiiming-^ 
pan, which did not tickle my olfactory nervea very 
pleasantly. I may say tliat not a whiflF waa wasted, 
so ejcactly had the giver taken measure of the re- 
ceiver. In this situation I was at a loss on what to 
resolve : to go back by the way I came, what an ex- 
hibition before my comrades ! It waa surrendering 
myself to all their nasty witticlsitis. Then, again, go 
to Mergelina in such a glorious trim, that hurt my 
feelings on tlie other side. I determined, at length, 
to get on towards the physician's. The old usher 
was waiting for me at the door. He said that Doc- 
tor Oloroso was gone to bed, and we might amuse 
ourselves as we hked. I answered that the first 
thing was to purify my drapery, at the same time 
relating my misfortune. He seemed to feel for me, 
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and ebowed me into a hall where liia mistresB was 
sitting. Ab soon as the lady got wind of toj ttd- 
venture, and had confirmed the testimuDj of her nose 
by the evidence of her eyes, she mourned over me as 
grievously as if my miseries had been mortal ; then, 
apostrophising the absent cause of my foul array, she 
littered a thousand imprecations. Well, but. Madam 1 
said Marcos, do moderate this ecstasy of gi'ief ; con- 
sider that such casualitios will liappen ; there is no 
occasion to take on so bitterly. AVliy ! e\claim.ed 
she with vehemence, why would you debar me from 
the privilege of weeping over the injuries of tliis 
tender lamb, this dove without gall, who does notao 
much as murmur at the attront he has sustained? 
Aias I why am I not a mim at this moment to 
ayenge liim ! 

She uttered numberlcas soothing cspressions 
besides, to mark distinctly the excess of her devo- 
tion, and her actions corresponded with her words ; 
for while Miu\;o8 was empl()yed in wiping me down 
with a towel, she ran into her chamber and brought 
out a box furnished with every variety of perfumes. 
She burned sweet-smelling drugs, and perfumed my 
dothos mth them, after which she dreuclied me in a 
deluge of essences. The fumigation and aspersion 
ended, this bountiful lady went herself and fetched, 
from tlio kitchen, bread, wine, and some good slices 
of roast mutton, set by on purpose for me. She 
forced me to eat, and, taking a pleasure in waiting on 
me, sometimes carved for me, and sometimes filled 
my glass, in spite of all that Marcos and myself 
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could do to anticipate lier condescension. When I 
Imd dune supjier, tlic gentlemen of the orchestra 
Btruck tlie key-uote, and tuned their sweet voices to 
the pitch of their gviitars. We played and aung t 
the heurt'a delight of Mergelina. To he sure " 
took care to carol none but amorous ditties ; and, 
we sung, I every now and tlien leered at her with 
such A roguish meaning, as to throw oil upon the 
fire, for the game began to be interesting. The 
concert, though the acts were long, was not tedious. 
Ah for the lady, to whom hours seemed to fly like 
seconds, she could have been content to exhaust the 
niglit in listening, if the old squire, with whom the 
Beconda seemed to lag like Iiours, had not hinted 
how late it was. She gave him the trouble of en- 
forcing Ilia moi'al on the lapse of time by at least ten 
repetitions. But ahe was in tlie hands of a man not 
to be tui'iied aside from his pm-poae ; he let her have 
no rest till I was gone. Sensible and provident as 
he was, seeing his mistress given up to a mad pas- 
eion, he dreaded leat our harmony should be resolved 
by 8ome discord. His fears were ominous : the 
physician, whether hia mind miagave him of some 
foul play, or the spirit of jealousy, hitheilo on its 
good behavior, )md a mind to harass him gratuitous- 
ly, bethought liimself of quarrelling witli our con- 
certs. He did more, he put a brood negative upon 
them ; and, without assigning his reasons for acting 
in this violent way, declared that he would suffer no 
more strangers to come about his premises. 

Marcos acquainted me with tliis mortifying decla- 
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ration, particiilai4y levelled against my rising; hopes. 
I had begun bobbing at this diunty cherrj', and did 
not like to lose my game. Nevertheless, to act the 
part of a faithful reporter and true historian, I must 
own my impatience did not affect my health or 
spirits. Not so with Mergeliiia, her feelings were 
more alive tlian ever. My dear Marcos, said she to 
her usher, it is only from you tliat I look for succor. 
Contrive, 1 beseech you, that 1 may see Diego in 
private. What do you require? asked tlie old man, 
with a reproachfid acciJnt, 1 have been but too 
indulgent to you. I am not a person to crown your 
wanton wishes at the expense of my master's honor, 
your good fame, and my ow^l eternal infamy — the 
infamy of a man whose past life has been one con- 
tinued series of faithful eerviee and exemplary con- 
duct. I had ratlier leave the family than stay in it 
on such scandalous conditions. Alas ! Marcos, in- 
terrupted the lady, frightened out of her wits at 
these last words, you wi'ing my heart by talking in 
this manner. Obdurate man I Can you bear the 
thought of sacrificing her who lays all her present 
agony to your account? Give me back my former 
pride, and that savage soul you have taken from rae. 
Why am I no longer happy In my very imperfec- 
tions? I miglit now have been at peace, but your 
rash counsels have robbed me of the repose I then 
enjoyed. You, the corrector of my manners, have 
tampered with my morals. . . . But why do I rave, 
unhappy wretch that 1 am? why upbraid you tims 
wrongfully ? No, my guardian angel, you are not 
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the fatal Bource of all my miseries ; my evildefi^ny 
had decreed these tortures to await me. Laynot to 
heart, I conjure you on my knees, tl|ese transports 

(of a disordered imagination. Oh mercy I my p 
Bion drives me mad ; have compassion t.n my wea 
nesa ; you are my sole support and stay ; if, then, i 
life is not indifferent to you, deny me not your a 
At these words, her tears flowed in fresh torre 
and stifled her lugubrious accents. She took out h 
handkercliief, and, throwing it over her face, fell ii 
a chair, like a person overcome by her affiictioi 
Old Marcos, who was perhaps one of the most tra 

go-betweens in the world, could no Ioag( 
steel his liciirt against so touching a spectaol 
Pierced to the quick, ho even mingled his tears y 
■those of his mistress, and spoke to her in a softened 
tone : Ah ! madam, why are you thus bewitching ! 
I cannot hold out against your sorrowful complaints ; 
my virtue yields under the pressure of my pity. I 
jromise you all the relief in my power. No longer 
do I marvel at the oblivious influence of passion ovGI 
duty, since mere sympath)' can mislead my footstep! 
fiflm its thorny paths. Thus did tills pander, v 
past life had been one continued series of faithful 
service and exemplary conduct, sell himself to the 
devil to feed Mergelina's illicit flame. One morn 
e came and talked over the whole business witli i 
aaying, at IiIb dcp:irture, that ho had a scheme in liij 
bead, to hi'ing about a private interview between u 
At the thought, my hapes were all re-kindled ; 
(hey glimmered tremblingly in the socket at a piei 
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of news^ 1 heard two lioura afterwarda. A jouiaiey- 
man apothecary in the neighborhood, one of our cua- 
tomere, come in to be shaved. While I v/as making 
ready t« trim Iiis buahy lionora, he said, Master 
Diego, do you know anytliing abont your friend, tlie 
old usher, Marcos do Obregon ? Is not he going to 
leave Doctor Oloroso? I said. No. But he is, 
though, rephcd be ; be will get his dismission this 
very day. His master and mine were talking about 
it just now in my bearing, and their conversation 
was to the following eiFect ; Signer Apuntador, 
said the physician, I have a favor to beg of you. I 
am not easy about an old usher of mine, and shotdd 
like to place my wife under the eye of a trusty, 
strict, and vigilant duenna. I understand you, iii- 
t«rruptod my miiater. You want Dame Mclitncia, 
my wife's dii-ectress, and indeed mine tor the last six 
weeks, since I have been a widower. Though she 
would be very useful to me in housewifery, I ^ve 
her up to you, from a, paramount regard to your 
honor. You maj' rely upon her for the security of 
your brow ; she is the pliccni^ of the duenna tribe 
— a spring-gun and a man-trap set in the purlieus 
of female chastity. During twelve whole years that 
she was about my wife, whose youth and beauty, 
you know, were not without their attractions, I 
never saw the least eemblanee of manhood witliin my 
doors. No, no ! By all the powers! That game 
was not BO easily played. And yet I must let you 
know tliat the departed saint, Heaven rest her soul ! 
had in the outset a great brinkering after the delights 
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of the flesh; but Dame Melancia cast her in 
mould, and regenerated Jioi" to virtue and eelf-dei 
In Blioit, Buch a guartUan of the weaker eex 19 iff 
treasure, and you ivill never have done thanking me 
for my precious gift. Hereupon tlie doctor expressed 
hia rapture at the issue of the conference ; ond they 
agreed, Signor Apuntador and he, on the dueniH 
succeeding the old usher on this very day. 

Tliis news, wliieh I thouglit probable, and turned 
out to be true, disturbed the pleasurable ideas, jiu 
beginning to flow afresh, and renovate my i 
After dinner, Marcos completed the convulsion, I 
confirming the young drug-pounder's story : My det 
Diego, said the good squire, I am heartily glad tl 
Doctor Oloroso has turned me otF; it spares i 
world of trouble. Besides that it hurt my feelin 
to be invested with the office of a spy, endles 
have been the Bhiiis and subterfuges to bring yoa 
and Mergelina together in private. We should have 
been rarely gravelled I Thanks to Heaven, I am set 
free from all such perplexing cares, to say nothing 
of their attendant danger. On your part, my dear 
boy, you ought to be comforted for the loss of a few 
soft moments, wluch must have been dogged at the 
heels by a thousand fears and vexations. I relished 
Marcos' sermon well enough, because my hopes wore 
at iin end — the game was lost. I was not, it must 
be confessed, among the number of those stubborn 
lovers who hear up against every impediment ; but 
though I had been so, Dame Melancia would have 
mode me let go my hold. The established character 



THE jornxErMAif barber's STonr. 191 

of that tlueniia would bave dftuntcd the adventurous 
spirit of a. Iniigiit-crrant. Yt-t, in whatever colors 
this piioinix of the duenna trilie might have been 
painted, I had reason to know, two or tlu-ee days 
afterwards, that the physician's lady had unset the 
man-trap and gpriun;-gun, and given a stop to this 
watch-dog of lubrieity. As I was going out to 
shave one of our neighbors, a ci^"il old gentlewoman 
Bto2>ped me in the street, and asked me if my name 
was Diego de la Fuenta. I said. Yes. That being 
the case, rejilied she, I have a. little business with you. 
Plaee yourself this evening at Donna Mergelina's 
door ; and when you are there, give a signal, and 
you shall be let in. Vastly well I said I, what must 
the signal be ! I can take off a cat to the life : sup- 
pose 1 waa to mew a certain number of times 1 The 
very thing, replied tiiis Iris of intrigue ; I will carry 
back your answer. Your most obedient. Signer 
Diego I Heaven protect the sweet youth ! Ah [ 
you arc a pretty one 1 By St. Anges, I wish 1 waa 
but sweet fifteen, I would not go to market for other 
folks I With this hint, the old procuress waddled 
out of sight. 

You may be sure this message put me in no small 
flutter. Where now was the morality of Marcos ? 
I waited for night with impatience, and, calculating 
the time of Doctor Oloroao's going to bed, took my 
station at his door. There I set up my caterwaul- 
ing, till you might hear me ever so far off, to tlie 
eternal honor of the master who instructed me in 
that imitative art. A moment after, Mergelina 
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opened the door softly with her own dear 1 
and eliiit it again with uie on the inside. We went 
into tlie hall, where onr last concert had heen per- 
formed. It was dimly lighted by a small i 
which twinkled in the chimney. AV'e sat down sti| 
by aide, and began our tender parley, each of i 
overcome by our emotions, but witli tliis difierence, 
that.hers were all inspired by pleasure, while mine 
were somewhat tainted by fear. In vain did tl^e^ 
divinity of my adorations assure me that we 1 
nothing to I'ear from her husband. I felt the a 
of an ague, which unmanned my vigor. Aladam^— 
said X, how have yon eluded the vigilance of your 
directress ? After what I have beard of Dame M&- 
lancia, I could not have conceived it possible for you 
to contrive the means of sending me any intelli- 
gence, nmch less of seeing me in private. Donna 
Mergelina smiled at this remark, and answered; 
You will no longer be surprised at our being to- 
gether to-night, when I tell you what has passed 
between my duenna and me. As soon as she came 
to her place, my husband paid lier a thousand com- 
pliments, and said to rae : ilergelina, I consign you 
to the guidance of this wary lady, lierself an abstract 
of all the virtues : in this glass you may look with- 
out a blush, and array yourself in habits of wisdom. 
This extraordinary personage has for these twelve 
years been a light to the ways of an apothecary's 
wife of my acquaintance ; but how baa she been a 
light to them? . . , why, as ways never were en- 
lightened before : she turned a very slipjjery piece 
of mortal flesh into a downright nun. 
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This panegyric, not belied by the austere mien of 
Dame Melaneia, cost nic a flood of tcnrs, and I'e- 
dueed me to despaii-. I fancied the din of eternal 
lectures from morning till night, and daily rebukes 
too liarsh to be endured. In short, I laid my ac- 
count in a life of wretchedness, beyond the patience 
of a w-oman. Keeping no measures in the expecta- 
tion of Bueh cruel sufferings, I said bluntly to the 
duenna, the moment I waa alone with her : You 
mean, no doubt, to exercise your tynuiny most wan- 
tonly on my poor person ; but I cannot bear much 
severity, I warn you befiircbaiid. I give you, more- 
over, fau- notice, that I shall be as savage aa you can 
be. My heart cherishes a passion, which not all 
your remonstrances sliall tear from it : so you may 
act accordingly. Watch lue iis cloaely as you please ; 
it is hard if I cannot outwit such an old thing as 
you. At these taunting words, I tliought tliis sara- 
cen in petticoats was going to give me a specimen 
of her discipline. Uut, so far from it, she smoothed 
her brow, relaxed her surly features, and, primming 
up her mouth into a smile, promulgated this com- 
fortable doctrine : Your temper charms me, and your 
frankness calls for a return. Wo must have been 
made for one another. Ah I lovely Mergelina, little 
do you fathom my clxaracter, to be deceived by the 
fine compliments of your Imaband the Doctor, or by 
my Tartar contour ! Tliere was never a creature 
more fortified against moral prejudices 1 My induce- 
ment for getting into the service of jealous husbands 
is to lend myself to the enjoyments of their pretty 



wives. Long have I trodden the stage of life in 
mnsquerade ; and I may call myself doubly happy, 
in the spiritual rewards of virtue, and the tempural 
indulgences of the opposite .eide. Between our- 
selves, niinc is the system of all mankind in the 
long run. Real virtue is a very expensive article: 
plated goods look just as well, and are within the 
reach of all purchasers. 

Put yourself under my direction. We will make 
Doctor Oloroso pay the piper to our dancing, or I 
am. no dncnna. By mv troth, he shall go the way 
of Signor Apnntador and all mankind. There is no 
reason why the forehead of a physician should be 
smootlier tlian the brow of an apothecary. Poor 
dear Apuntador ! IVhat fim have we had with him, 
his wife and I ! A charming woman, tliat wife of 
his ! A dear little creature, open to all mankind, 
and prejudiced by none ! Well! she is at peace, 
and has not left her fellow behind her ! Tiike my 
word, short a^ her time was, she made the most of 
it. Let me see how many rampant chaps have been 
brought to their bearings in that house, without the 
dear, deluded husband being waked out of his even- 
ing's nap ! Now, madam, you may see me in my 
true light ; and assure yoiu-self, whatever might be 
the abilities of your old usher, you will not fare the 
worse for going turther. If he was a benefit. to you, 
I shall be a blessing. 

You may judge for yoiu'self, Diego, continued 
Mergelina, how well I took it of the duenna, that 
she laid herself open so frankly. I had taken her 
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virtue to he of the impenetrable cast. Look you, 
now, how much women are liable to be acimdiilized. 
But her character of plain dealing won my heart at 
once. I threw my arma about her neck in a rapture, 
wliich bespoke my warm and tender feelings at the 
thoughta of such a mother-abbees, I gavs her carte 
blanche of all my private thoughts, and put in for s. 
speedy tete-a-tete with your own dear self. She 
met me on my own ground. Tliis very morning she 
engaged the old woman who spoke to you to take 
the field : she ia an old stager — a veteran in the ser- 
vice of the apothecary's wife. But the best of the 
joke in this comedy, added she, in a paroxysm of 
laughter, is that iVIclancia, on my assurance that my 
huebund's habit is to pass the night without stirring, 
ia gone to bod by his side, and drones out my iiseleas 
office at tliis moment. So much the worse, nuidam, 
said 1 tlien to Mergelina ; your device is more plausi- 
ble than profitable. Tour husband is very likely to 
wake, and discover the fiuud. He will not discover 
anything about it, replied she with no little iirgency ; 
set your heart at rest about that, and let not an empty 
fear poison the fountains of a pleasure which ought to 
drown every vulgar and earthly consideration in the 
arms of a young lady who ia yours forever and ever. 

The old doctor's help-mate, finding that her ai 
ances had little effect upon my courage, left no s 
unturned to put me in heart again ; and she h 
many encouraging ways with her, that a very coward 
must have plucked up a little. My thoughts v 
idl with Jupiter and Alcmena ; but at the very mo- 
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ment that the urchin Cupid, with his train of amiles 
and antics, was weaving a garland to compliment 
the crisis of our endeavors, we were stopped in our 
career by an importunate knocking at the street door. 
In a moment, away flew love, and all his covey, like 
game at the report of a fowling-piece. Mergelina 
popped me, like an article of household furniture, 
under the hall table, blew out the lamp, and, by 
previous agreement with her governess, iji the event 
of so unlucky an aecident, placed herself at the door 
of her- husband's bedchamber. In the meantime, 
the knocking continued with reiterated violence, till 
Hie whole house resounded. The physician awoke 
suddenly, and called Mclancia. The duenna flung 
herself out of bed, though the doctor, taking her for 
Ilia wife, begged of her not to disturb herself. She 
ran to her mistress, who, catching hold of her in the 
dark, began calling Melancia ! and told her to go 
and sec who was at the door. Madam, answered 
the directress, here I am at your service, go to bed 
again if you please ; we shall soon know who it ie. 
During this parley, Mergelina, having undressed, got 
into bed to the doctor, who had not the least sus- 
picion of the farce that was playing. To be 8\\re the 
stage was darkened, and the actresses liad icry little 
occasion for a prompter ; one of them was familiar 
with the boards, and the other only wanted a re- 
hearsal or two to be perfect in her part. 

The duenna, in her night gown, made her appear- 
ance soon after, with a candle in her hand. Good 
doctor, said she to her master, have the goodness to 
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get up. Our neighbor Fernandez <le Buendia, the 
bookseller, is in an apoplectic lit : you are sent for ; 
time preseea. The physician gut on hia clothes as 
fast as be coukt, aiid went out. Ilia wife, in her 
bed gown, came into the hall witli the ducmia. 
They dragged me from under the table more dead 
tlian alive. You have nothing to fear, Diego, said 
Mergelina ; put yourself in proper order. At the 
same time she told me how things were' in two 
words. She had half a mind to renew our amorous 
intercourse ; but the directress knew better. Madam, 
said she, your husband may possibly be too late to 
help the bookseller to the other world, and then he 
will return immediately. Besides, added she, ob- 
serving me benumbed with fright, it would be all 
lost labor upon this poor youth I He ia not in a 
condition to answer your demands. You had bettor 
send him home, and defer the debate till to-morrow 
evening. Donna Mergelina was sorry for the delay, 
aa well knowing that a bird in hand ia wortli two in 
the buah ; and I flatter myaelf she was disappointed at 
not putting a cuckold's nightcjip on the doctor's head. 
Aa for me, less grieved at having drawn a blank 
in the lottery of love, than rejoiced at getting my 
neck out of an halter, I returned to my master's, 
where I passed the remainder of the night in moral- 
izing on the scene I had left. Por some time, I was 
in doubt whether to keep niv appointment on the 
following evening. I thought it was a foolish liusi- 
nesa from first to last ; but the devil, who ia always 
lurking for his prey, or rather taking poBseseion of 
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US as his lawful property, whispered m my ear that 
I should be a great fool to psick up my alls when the 
prize was falling into my hands. Mergelina, too, 
with opening and untathomable charms I The es- 
quisite pleasures that awaited me I I detennined to 
stick to my text ; and promising myeelf a larger 
share of self-possession, took my station tlie next 
evening, at the doctor's door, betiveen cJe\'eTi and 
twelve, in a most spirit-stirring humor. The 
■ heavens were completely darkened — not a star to 
prate of my whereabout. I mewed twice or thrice 
to give warning of my being in the sti-eet ; and, as 
no one answered my signal, I was not satisfied with 
going over tlie old ground, but ran up and down the 
cat's gamut from bass to treble, and from treble to 
baea, just as I used to eol-fa with a shepherd of 
01m(!do. I tuned myfimdamental bass so musically, 
tliat a neighbor on his return home, taking me for 
one of those animals whose mewings I counterfeited, 
picked up an unlucky flint lying at his feet, and 
threw it at me with all his force, saying. The devil 
fetch that tom cat ! I received the blow on my 
head, and was so stunned for tlie moment, that I 
Wiis very near falling backwards. I found the skill 
was broken. This was enough in all conscience to 
give me a surfeit of gallantry ; so that, my passion 
oozing out with my blood, I made the best of my 
way homewards, where I rendered night hideous by 
my Iiowling, and knocked all the family up. My 
master probed my wound, and played the true sur- 
geon on it ; he pronounced the consequences to be 
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uncertain. He did aJI he could to make them cer- 
tain ; but flesh will heal in spite of the faculty ; luid 
there was not a acax remaining in three weeks. Dur- 
ing all this time, I heard not a word from Mergelina. 
The prohability is that Dame Melancia, to wean her 
impure thoughts from me, engaged her in some bet- 
ter sport. However, I did not concern myself about 
the matter ; but left Madrid, to continue my tour of 
Spain, as soon as I found myself perfectly recovered. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

TBS MEBTtSa OF OIL BIAS ASD ma COMPillJOll WITB A 
MAN SOAKING CRUSTS OF BREAD AT A SFBINO, ASD THE 
FARTICtJLARS OF THEIR CONVERSATION. 

SiGNOH Diego j>e la Fuenta related some other 
adventurea which had since happened to him j but 
they were so little worthy of preservation, that I shall 
pass them by in silence. Yet there was no getting 
rid of the recital, which was tedious enough: it 
lasted as far as Ponte de Duero. We halted in that 
town the remainder of the day. Our commons at 
the inn consisted of a vegetable soup, and a roast 
hare, whose genus and epecica we took especial pains 
to verify. At daybreak on the following morning 
we resumed our journey, after having replenished 
our flask with some very tolerable wine, and our 
wallet with some pieces of bread, and half the hare 
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^B we had lefV fur supper. \Vheji we had gone about 
^B two leagues, we waxed hiingiy ; and, espying, at 
^B about two hundred ynrds from the high roiid, some 
^B spreading trees whicli tlirew an agreeable shu 
^B over the plain, wc made up to the spot, and reste 
^B on our arms. There we met with a man from sevflj 
^B to eight and twenty, who was dipping crusta o 
^B bread intx> a spring. He had a long sword lying b 
^^ him on the grass, with a soldier's knapsack, of whidl^ 
lie had eoaed hia shoulders. AVe thought his air and 
person better than his attire. We accosted liim with 
civility, and he returned our salutation. He then 
offered us his crusts, and asked, with a smile, if we 
would tike pot-luck with liim. We answered in the 
affirmative, provided he had no objection to our club- 
bing our own breakfast, by way of making the meal 
more substantial. He agreed to it with the ut- 
most readiness, and we immediately produced our 
provisions, which were not unacceptable to the 
stranger. Wliat is all this, gentlemen, exclaimed 
he, in a transport of joy ; here is ammunition 
for an army I By your forecast, you must be com- 
missaries or quartermasters. I do not travel with 
eo much contrivance, for my part ; but depend a 
good deal on the chances of the road. At the same 
time, though apjiearances may bo against me, I can 
say, without vanity, that I sometimes make a very 
brilliant figure ui the world. Would you believe 
that princely honors are commonly bestowed on me, 
and that I have guards in attendance ? I compre- 
hend you, said Diego ; you mean to tell ue, you are 
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a player. You giiees right, replied tlie other ; I 
have been an actor for these fifteen yeiirs at least. 
Froiii my very infancy, I was sent on the boards m 
children's parts. To deal freely, rejoined the bar- 
ber, shaking his bead, I do not believe a word of it. 
1 know the players ; those gentry do not travel on 
foot, like you, nor do they mess with St. Anthony. 
I doubt wliether you are anything better than a can- 
dle-snuffer. You may, quoth the son of Thespis, 
think of me as you please; but my parts, for all 
that, are in the first line : I play the lovers. If that 
be the case, said my companion, I wish you much 
joy, and am delighted that Signor Gil Bias and my- 
self have tbe honor of break&«tlng with so eminent 
a character. 

We then began to pick up our cnimba. and to 
gnaw the precious relies of the hare, bestowing such 
bearty smacks upon the bottle, as to empty it very 
shortly. We were all three so deeply engaged in 
the great affair of eating, that we said very little till 
we lind finished, when we resimied our conversation. 
I wonder, said the barber to the player, that you 
should be so luuch out at elbows. Tor a theatrical 
hero, you have but a needy exterior I I beg pardon 
if I speak rather freely. Rather freely ! exclaimed 
the actor ; ah I by my troth, you are not yet ac- 
quainted ivith Melchior Zapata. Heaven be praised ! 
I have no mind to see things in a wrong light. You 
do me a pleasure by speaking so confidently, for I 
love to unbosom myself without reserve. I Iionestly 
own I am not rich. Here, pursued he, showing ua 
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Ills doublet liaed with playbills, this is the o 

etuiF which serves me for linings ; ojid if you e 

curious to see my wardrobe, you shall not be i 

appointed. At the same time he took out of 1; 

knapsack a dress, laced with tarnished frippery ; | 

shabby head-dress for a hero, with an old plume of' 

I feathers ; silk stockings full of holes ; and red j 

I rocco shoes, a great deal the worse for wear. You 

1 see, eaid he again, that I am very little better than 

a beggar. That is astonishing, repli^ Diego ; then 

' you have neitlier wife nor daughter ? f I have a very 

I handsome young wife, rejoined ZapaSt, and yet. I , 

might juat aa well be without her.l Look with awe (H|^ 

theloweringaspectofmyhoroHOOpe. Imarrieda 

r Bonable actress, in the hope that she would not let 

i me die of hunger; and, to my cost, she is cursed 

^ith incorruptible chastity. \\Tio the de^-il would 

not have been tidten in aa well aa myadf ? There 

was but one virtuous princess in a whole strolling 

company, and she, plague take her ! fell into my 

' hands. It was tlwowing with bad luck most un- 

, doubtedly, said the barber. But then, why did not 

you look out for an actress in tlie regular theatre at 

Madrid? You woidd have been siu^ of your mark. 

You are perfectly in the right, replied the stroller ; 

hut the miscliief is, we underlings dare not raise our 

thoughts to those illustrious heroines. It is as much 

I as an actor of the prince's company can venture on ; 

nay, some of them are obliged to match with citizens' 

daughters. Happily for our fraternity, citizens' 

daughters, nowadays, contract theatrical notions; 
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and you may often meet with characters among 
them, to the full aa eccentric as any bona roba of 
the green-room. 

Well 1 but have you never thought, said my fel- 
low traveller, of getting an engagement ui that com- 
pany? Is it neceeaary to be a Roscius for that pm'- 
pose? That 19 very well of you I replied Melcbior, 
you are a wag, with your Roscius ! There are 
twenty performers. Ask the town what it thinks 
of them, and you will hear a pretty character of their 
acting. More than half of them deserve to cany a 
porter's knot. Yet, for all that, it is no easy matter 
to get upon the boards. Bribery or interest muat 
make up for the detect of talent. I ought to know 
what 1 say, since my debut at Madrid, where I was 
hissed and cat-callod aa if tlic de\'il had got among 
the grimalkins, tliough I ought to have been received 
with thunders of applause; for I whined, ranted, 
and offered all sorts of \4olence to nature's modesty : 
nay, I went so far as to clench my fist at the heroine 
of the piece ; in a word, I adopted the conceptions 
of all tlie great performers ; and yet that same 
audience condemned, by bell, hook, and candle, in me, 
what waa thought to be the first style of playing in 
them. Such is the force of prejudice ! 80 that, 
being no favorite with the pit, and not having where- 
withal to insinuate myself into the good graces of 
the manager, I am on ray return to Zamora. There 
we shall all huddle together again, my wife and my 
fellow-comedians, who are making but little of the 
business. I wish we may not be obliged to beg o 
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way out of town — a catastrophe of too freqent oc- 
currence ! 

At these words, up rose the stage-struck hero, 
slung across him his knapsack and his sword, and 
made his exit with due theatric pomp : Farewell, 
gentlemen ; may all the gods shower all their bounties 
on your heads ! And you, answered Diego with 
corresponding emphasis, may you find your wife at 
Zamora, softened down in her relentless virtue, and 
in comfortable keeping. No sooner had Signer 
Zapata turned upon his heel, than he began gesticu- 
lating and spouting as he went along. The barber 
and myself immediately began hissing, to remind 
him of his first appearance at Madrid. The goose 
grated harsh upon his tympanum ; he took it for a 
repetition of signals from his old friends. But, look- 
ing behind him, and seeing that we were diverting 
ourselves at his expense, far from taking offence at 
this merry conceit of ours, he joined with good 
humor in the joke, and went his way, laughing as 
hard as he could. On our part, we returned the 
compliment in kind. After this, we got again into 
the high road, and pursued our journey. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE MEETING OF DIE 00 WITH HIS FAMILY; THEIR CIRCUM- 
STANCES IN LIFE; GREAT REJOICING ON THE OCCASION; 
THE PARTING SCENE BETWEEN HIM AND GIL BLAS. 

We stopped for the night at a little village be- 
tween Moyados and Valpuesta ; I have forgotten 
the name : and the next morning, about eleven, we 
reached the plain of Olmddo. Signor Gil Bias, 
said my companion, behold my native place. So 
natural are these local attachments, that I can hardly 
contain myself at the sight of it. Signor Diego, 
answered I, a man of so patriotic a soul as you pro- 
fess to be, might, methinks, have been a little more 
florid in his descriptions. Olmddo looks like a city 
at this distance, and you called it a village ; it can- 
not be any thing less than a corporate town. I beg 
its township's pardon, replied the barber ; but you 
are to know that after Madrid, Toledo, Saragossa, 
and all the other large cities I have passed through 
in my tour of Spain, these little ones are mere vil- 
lages to me. As we got further on the plain, there 
appeared to be a great concourse of people about 
Olmddo : so that, when we were near enough to 
distinguish objects, we were in no want of food for 
speculation. 

There were three tents pitched at some distance 
from each other ; and, hard-by, a bevy of cooks and 
scullions preparing an entertainment. Here, a party 



B laying covers on long tables set ont under the 
l tents ; there, a detachment was crowning the pitch- 
' era of Tellus with tlie gifts of Bacchus. Tlie right , 
wing was making the pcrta boil, the left was turning 
the BpitB and basting tlte meat. But what caiigl^ 
my attention more tluin all the rest, was a tempos 
rary stage of respectable dimensions. It was tnr- 
nished with pasteboard scenes, painted in a tawdiyij 
► style, and the prosceniiun was decorated witli Grt 
I and Latin mottoes. No sooner did the barber spjfi 
out tliese inscriptions, tlian be said to me : AB>| 
these Greek words smell strongly of my un(^ 
Thomas's lamp. I would lay a wager he has i 
hand in them, for, between oiu^elves, he is ami 
parts and learning. He knows all the claasii 
I heart. If he would keep them to himself it woul 
i be very well, but he is idways quoting them in com-" * 
I pany, and that people do not like. But then, to be 
I sure, he has a right, because this uncle of tniiie has 
I translated ever so many of the Latin poets and bard 
J Greek authors ivitb his own hand and pen. He has"! 
I got all antiquity at his finger's ends, as you may", | 
' know by his ingenious and profound criticisms. If 
it bad not been for him, we might never have learned 
that the Athenian schoolboys cried when they were 
• flogged ; we owe that fact in the history of educa- 
I Kon to his fundjunental knowledge of the subject. 

After my fellow-traveller and myself had looked 
l&hout us, we had a mind to inquu-e what these prepa- 
Bjations were for. Going about on the hunt, Diego 
Kxecognized in the manager, Signor Thomas de la 
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Fuenta, to whom we made up with great eagemeas. 
The schoolmaster did not recollect the young barber 
at first, Buch a difference had ten years made. But 
when convinced of hia being his own flesh and blood, 
he gave him a cordial embrace, and said, with much 
appearance of kindneaa, Ah I here you arc, -Diego, 
my dear nephew, here you are, restored after your 
wanderiugs to your native land. You come to 
revisit your household gods, your Penates ; and 
heaven delivers you bact, safe and sound, into the 
bosom of your fomily. O, happy day I happy in all 
the proportions of arithmetic I A day ivorthy to be 
marked with a white stone, and inserted among the 
Fasti ! 'We have annals in abundance for you, my 
friend ; your uncle Pedro, the poetaster, has fallen 
a sacrifice at the shrine of Pluto : to speak to the 
comprehension of the vulgar, he has been dead these 
tliree months. Tliat miser, in his lifetime, was afraid 
of wanting necessaries — Argenti pallebat amove. 
Though the great were heaping wealth upon his 
head, liis annual expenditure did not amount to ten 
pistoles. He had but one miserable attendant, and 
him he starved. This craay fellow, more wrong- 
headed than the Grecian Aristippus, who ordered 
his slaves to leave alt their costly baggage in the 
heart of Lybia, as an incumbrance on their march, 
heaped up aU the gold and sUver he could scrape 
together. And to what end? for those very heirs 
whom he refused to acknowledge. He died worth 
thirty thousand diicats, shared between your father, 
your uncle Bertrand, and myself. We shall be abla 
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to do very well for our cliildren. My brother NicU^ 
olaa has already married off yoiir BUter Thereaa to 
the eon of a magistrate in this place — Cotmubio 
Junxit Ktabili prupriamque dicavit. These very 
hyineneale, greeted auspiciously by all the nuptial 
powers, have we been celebrating for thcHe two dayfl 
with all tliis pomp and luxury. These tents in the 
plain are of our pitching. Pedro's three heirs have 
eot^h a booth of his own, and we defray the espenaes 
of the day alteniiitcly. I wish you had come soon< 
you might have seen the whole progress of our 
livities. The diiy before yesterday — the wedding- 
day — your father gave his treat. It was a superb 
entertainment, succeeded by running at the ring, 
Yoiur uncle, tlie mercer, regaled ub, yesterday, with 
a fete cliamp^tre, aud paid the jiiper handsomely. 
Tliere were ten of the beat grown boys, and ten 
young girla, dressed out in pastoral weeds ; all the 
frippery in Ida sliop was brouglit out to prank them 
up. Tlua assemblage of Ganymedes and Ilouris ran 
through all the mazes of the dance, and warbled 
forth a thousand tender and spirit-stirring lays. 
And yet, though nothing was ever more genteel, 
the effect was not thought striking ; but that must 
be owing to the bad taste of tlie spectators — the 
simplicity of pastoral is lost upon the present age. 

To-day, the wheels arc greased by yoiu- humble 
servant, and I mean to present the burgesses of 01~ 
m^do with a pageant of my oivn invention — Finis 
coroimhtt opus, I have got a stage erected, on 
whicli, God willing, sliall be represented by my 
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Bcholars a piece of my own compoeing, entitled and 
called. The Amusemenfa of Mithy Bugentuf, 
King of Morocco. It will be played to perfec- 
tion, for my pupils declaim like tlie plsxyers of 
Madrid. They are lads of family at Penafiel and 
Segovia, boarders witii me. They know how to 
touch tlie passions ! To be sure they have rehearsed 
under my tuition ; their emphneis will seem as if 
struck in tlie mint of their master — ut itn dicam. 
With respect to the piece I shall not say a word 
about it — you shall be taken by surprise. I shall 
simply state that it must produce a deep impression 
on the audience. It is one of those tragic subjects 
which harrow up the soul, by images of death pre- 
sented to the senses in all their fearfid funns. I am 
of Aristotle's mind, terror is a prineipul engine. O ! 
if I had written for the stage, I would have intro- 
duced none but bloody tyrants, and death-dispensing 
heroes.-. Not all the perfumes of Arabia should 
have sweetened this blood-poDuted hanil ; I would 
have been up to my elbows in gore, Tliere would 
have been tragedy with a vengeance ; principal 
charatitei's I ay, guards and attendants should all 
have been sprawling together. I would have butch- 
ered every man of them, and the prompter into the 
bargain. In a word, I refine upon Aristotle, and 
border on the horrible — that is my taste. These 
plays to tear a cat in, are the only things for popu- 
larity ; the actors li^c merrily on their own dying 
speeches, and the authors roll in luxury on the 
devastation of mankind. 
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Just as this liiirangue was over, we saw a great 
crowd of both sexes cdmuigoutoftown into the plain. 
\Vlio should it be, but the now-married couple, 
attended by their families and friends, with ten or 
twelve musicians in the van, producing a moet 
obstreperous din of hannony. We went up to 
tliem, and Diego iutrodueed himself. Peals of con- 
gratulation were immediately rung through the 
assembly, and every one was eager to shake hini by 
the hand. lie had enough upon his shoulders to 
receive all their fi^ternal embraces. Gelations and 
strangers, all Avere for having a pull at him. At 
length his fiither said, You are welcome, Diego. 
You find your kinsmen living ujion the fat of the 
land, my friend. I shall say no more at present : a 
nod is as good as a wink. Meanwhile the company 
went forward upon tiie plain, took their stations 
mider the tents, and sat down to table. I kept 
close to my companion, and we both dined with the 
bapjjy couple, who appeared to be suitably matched. 
The meal was not soon over, for the sclioolmaster 
had the vanity to g^ve three courses, for the purpose 
of cutting out his brothers, who had not been so 
magnificent in their hospitalities. 

After the banquet, all the guests expressed their 
longings to see Signor Thomas's play, not doubting 
but the performance of so extraordinary a genius 
would deserve all their ears. We came in front of 
the stage ; the musicians had taken possession of 
the orchestra, for the overture and act-tunes. While 
every one was waiting in profound silence for the 
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rising of tlie curtain, the actors appeared on the 
boards ; and the author, with the piece in his hand, 
sat down at tlie wing, in the prompter's place. 
"Well might he call it a tragedy ; for, in the first act, 
the King of Morocco, hy way uf diversion, ahot an 
hnndred ^Moorish slaves with arrows ; in the second, 
he beheaded thirty Portuguese officers, taken pris- 
oners by one of his captains ; and, in the tliird and 
last, this monarch, surfeited with long-indulged lib- 
ertinism, set fire with Ilia own hands to the seraglio 
where his wives were confined, and reduced it to 
ashes with its inhabitants. The Moorish slaves, 
aa well as the Portuguese oflSeers, were puppets on 
a very curious construction; and the palace, budt 
of pasteboard, looked very naturally in flames by 
means of an artificial firework. This conflagration, 
accompanied by a thousand piercing cries, issuing 
&om the ruins, concluded the piece, and the curtain 
dropped upon this amiable entertainment. The 
whole plain resounded with the applause of (his fine 
tragedy ; which spoke for the good taste of the poet, 
and proved that he knew where to look out for a 
auhject. 

I did not suppose there was any thing more to be 
seen after The Amusements of Miiley Bugentuf; 
but I was mistaken. Kettle-druma and trumpets 
announced a new exhibition — the distribution of 
prizes — for Thomas de la Fueuta, to give additional 
eolenmity to hia Olympics, had mode all his boys, as 
well day-schohirs as boarders, write exercises ; and 
on this occasion he was to give to those vl^ 



212 GIL BLAS. 

succeeded best, booka bought at Segovia out of liia 
own pocket. All at once were brought upon the 
etHge two long forms out of the school, with a press, 
full of old, worm-eaten books, in fine, new bindings. 
At this signal, all the actors returned upon the stage, 
and took their places round Signor Thomas, who 
looked as big as the head of a college. He had a 
sheet of paper in his hand, with the names of the 
successful candidates. Tliis he gave to the King of 
Morocco, who began calling over the list with an 
authoritative voice. Each scholar, answering to his 
name, went huinbly to receive a book from the 
blinds of the bum-jerker ; after this, he was crowned 
with laurel, and seated on one of the two benches, 
I to be exposed to the gaze of the admiring company. 
Yet, desirous as the schooImaeteF might be to send 
the spectators away in good humor, he brouyht his 
eggs to a ba*l market ; for, having distributed almost 
all the prizes to the boarders, according to the usual 
etiquette of pedagogues, that those who pay moat. , 
roust necessarily be the cleverest fellows, the ii 
maa of certain day-scholara caught fire at this i 
stance of partiality, and fell foul of the disctplinariu 
thereupon : so that the festival, hitherto so much % 
the glory of the donor, seemed likely to ha^ 
to the same tune as the carousal uf the Lapitha;. 




I MADE some stay with the young barber. At 
my departure, I met with a traveller of Segovia 
passing through Olratfdo. He was returning with 
four mules from a traduig expedition to Valladolid, 
and took me by way of back carriage. We got 
acquainted on the road, and he took such a fancy to 
me that nothing would serve him but I must be )us 
guest at Segovia. He gave me free quarters tor two 
days, and, wiien he foimd mc determined to leave him 
for Madrid under convoy of a muleteer, he troubled 
me with a letter, begging mc to deliver it in person 
according to the superscription, without hinting tliat 
it was a letter of recommendation. 1 was punctual 
in calling on Signor Matheo Melendez, lie was a 
woollen-di'aper, liiing at the gate of the Sun, at the 
comer of Tmnkmaker street. No sooner had he 
broken the cover and read the contents, than he said, 
witli an air of complacency, Signor Gil Bias, my 
correspondent, Pedro Palacio, has written to me so 
pressiDgly in your favor, that I cannot do otherwise 
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than offer you a bed at my house ; moreover, he de- 
sires me to find you a good master, and I undertake 
the coumiission ivith pleasure. I have no doubt of 
Huiting you to a bair. 

I embraced the offer of Melcndez the more grate- 
fully because my i'unds were getting much below 
par ; but I was not long a burden on lus hoBpitality. 
At tlie week's end, he told me that he bad mentioned 
my name to a gentleman of his acquaintance, who 
wanted a valet-de-chambre, and, according to present 
appearances, the place would uot be long Tacant. 
In fact, tbis gentleman happened to make his ap- 
pearance in the very ni«k. Sir, said Melendez, 
pushing me forward, you see before you the young 
nuin as by former advice. He is a pupil of honor 
and integrity. I can answer for him as if he was 
one of my own family. Tlie gentluman looked at 
me with attention, said that my face was in my 
favor, and liired me at once. He baa notliing to do 
but to follow me, added be ; I will put liim into the 
routine of his empluynieut. At theae words, he 
wished tbe tradesman good morning, and took me 
into tbe Higb-strect, directly over against St. Philip's 
church. We went into a very baudsome bouse, of 
which he occupied one wing ; then going up five or 
sis stops, he took me into a room secured by strong 
double doors, with on iron grate between. From 
this room we went into another, with a bed and 
other furniture, rather neat than gaudy. 

If my new master bad examined me closely, I had 
all my wits about me as well as he. He was a man 
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on tJie wrong side uf fifty, with a saturnine and 
eerioiifl air. His temper eeenieil to bo evisii, and I 
tliouylit no harm of him. He- askod me several 
questions about mj familj" ; and, liking my answers, 
Gil Bias, said he, 1 take you to be a very seusiblo 
lad, and am well jileaswl to have you in my ser- 
vice. On yom- part you shiill have no reason to 
comjilain. I will give you six riala a day board 
wages, besides vails. Then 1 require no great at- 
tendanee, for I keep no table, but always dine out. 
You will only have to brush my clothes, and be your 
own master for tlic rest of the day. Only take care 
to be at home early in the evening, and to be in 
waiting at tlic door — that is your cliiof duty. After 
tliis lecture, he took six rials out of Ids jjurae, and 
gave them to lue as earnest. We then wcjit out, he 
looked the doors after him, and, taking care of the 
keys, My friend, said he, you need not go witli 
me, follow the devices of your own heart ; but on 
my return this evening, let me find you on that 
staircase. AVith this injunction, he left mo to dis- 
pose of myself as seemed best in my own eyes. 

In good sooth, Gd Bias, said I in a soliloquy, you 
have got a jewel of a master. What I fall in with 
an employer to give you six rials a day for wiping 
off the dust from his clotliea, and putting his room 
to riglits in the rooming, with tlic liberty of walking 
about and taking your pleasure like a schoolboy in 
the holifhiya ! By my troth ! it is a place of ten 
thousand. No wonder I was in a hurry to get to 
Madrid, it was doubtless some mysterious boding of 
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guod fortune prepared fur mc. I spent the day in ■ 
the streets, diverting luyat'Il' with f^ping at novelties 
— a busy oecupation. In the evening, after t'uppin 
at an ordinary not far from our house, I sijuatted n 
Belf down in the corner pointed out by my ii 
He came three quarters of an hour after 
seemed pleased witli uiy punctuality. Very well, 
said, he, tliis is right, I Ulie attentive servants. At 
these words, he opened the doors of Iiis apartment, 
and closed them upon us again as soon as we got in. 
As we had no candle, he took Jiis tinder-box, and 
struck a lifjlit. I then heljied hun to iiiidreaB. 
When he was in hcd, I lighted, by hie order, a 
lamp in his chimney, and carried the wax-light into 
the antecliambcr, where I lay in a press-bed without 
curtains, He got up the nest day between nine and 
ten o'clock ; I brushed his clothes. He paid me my 
six rials, and sent me packing till the evening. My 
mysterious master went out liimself, too, not without 
great caution in fastening the doors, and we parted 
for the remainder of tlie day. 

Such Wiis the course of life, very agreeable to me* 
The best of tlie joke was, that I did not know m]d 
master's name. Melcndez did not know it liimeel 
The gentleman came to hie sliop now and then, i 
bought a pieee of cloth. My neighbors were I 
much at a loss as myself; they all assured me t 
my master was a perfect stranger, though he 1 
lived two years in the ward. He visited no suul'^ 
tlie ncighl>orliood, and some of tliem, a little givn 
to scandal, concluded him to be no better than | 
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bIiouIJ be. Suspicions got to be more rife ; he waa 
suspected of being n spy of Portugal, and it yvB6 
thought but fair pluv to give a hint for my own good. 
This intimation troubled me. Thought 1 to luyeelf, 
should this turn out to be a fact, I stand a chance for 
seeing the inside of a prison at Madrid. My inno- 
cence ■will be DO security ; my past ill-usage mokes 
lue look on justice witli antipathy. Twice have I 
experienced that if the innocent are not condemned 
in a lump with the guilty, at least tlie rights of hoa- 
pitality ai-e too little regarded in their persons to 
make it' pleasant to pass a summer in the purlieus 
of the law. 

I consulted Melendez in so delicate a conjuncture. 
He was at a loss how to adviae nie. Though he 
could not bring himself to believe that my maater 
waa a spy, he had no reason to be confident on the 
other side of tlie question. I determined to watch 
my employer, and to leave him if he turned out to 
he an enemy of the state ; hut then prudence and 
personal comfort requii-ed me to be certain of my 
fact. I began, theretbre, to pry into liis actions ; and, 
to Bound him, Sir, said I one evening while he waa 
undressing, I do not know how one ought to live so 
as to be secure from reflections. The world is very 
scurrilous ! We, among others, have neighbors not 
worth a curse. Sad dogs ! You have no notion 
how they talk of us. Do they indeed, Gd Bias, 
quoth he. lie it so I but what can they say of us, 
my friend? Ah! truly, replied I, evd tongues never 
want a whet. Virtue herself funusbes weapons fui' 



her own martyrdom. Our neighbors say thst we 
are dangeruua people, that we ouglit to be looked 
after by gtivemment ; in a word, you ai-c taken for 
a spy of Portugal. In throwing out this hint, I 
looked hard itt my master, just as Alexander equinted 
at hia physician, and pursed up all my penetration 
to remark upon the effect of my intelligence. There 
Hcemed to be a hitch in the muscles of my niyHteri- 
OU8 lord, altogether in unison with the euspiciong of 
the neighborhood, and he fell into a brown etudy, 
which bore no very auspicious interpretation. How- 
ever, he put a better face on the matter, and said, 
with sufficient composure ; Gil Bias, lea\c our 
neighbors to discourse as they please, but let not 
our repose depend on their judgments. Nei'cr mind 
what they think of us, provided our own consciences 
do not wince. 

Hereupon he went to bed, and I did the like, with- 
out knowing what course to take. The next day, 
juet as we were on the point of going out in the 
morning, we heard a violent knocking at the outer 
door on the staircase. My master opened the inner, 
and looked thi-ough the grate. A wcll-drcssed man 
said to him : Please your honor, I am an alguazil, 
come to inform you that Mr. Corregidor wishes to 
speak a word with you. What does he want ? an- 
swered my pattern of secrecy. That is more than I 
know, sir, replied the algnazd ; but you have only 
to go and wait ou him ; you will soon be informed. 
I am iiis most obedient, qiiotli my master ; I have 
no business with him. At the tail of tlus speech, lie 
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banged the inner door ; then, after walking up and 
down a little while, like one who pondered on the 
discourse of tlie alguazil, he put ray aix rialu into 
my himd, and said: Gil Blae, you may go out, my 
friend ; for my part, I shidl stay at home a little 
longer, but ha\'e no occasion for you. lie made an 
impression on my mind, by these words, that he was 
afraid of being taken up, and was, tl»erefore, obliged 
to remain in his apartments. I left him tliere ; and, 
to see how far my suspicions were founded, hid my- 
self in a plaoe whence I could see if he went out. 
I should have had patience to have staid there all the 
morning, if he had not aaveil me the trouble. But 
an hour after, I saw him walk the street with on 
ease and confidence which dumb-foimded my saga- 
city. Yet far from yielding to these ap[>earances, I 
mistrusted them ; for my verdict went to condemna- 
tion. I considered Iiis easy carriage as put on, imd 
hia staying at home as a finesse to secure his gold 
and jewels, when probably he was going to consult 
hia safety by speedy flight. I had no i<Iea of seeing 
him again, and doubted whether I should attend at 
his door in the evening ; so persuaded was I, that 
the day would see him on the outside of the city, as 
hia only refuge from impending danger. Yet I kept 
my appointment ; when, to my extreme surprise, my 
master returned as usual, lie went to bed without 
betraying the least uneasiness, and got up the next 
morning with the sanie composure. 

Just as he had finished dressing, another knock at 
tJie door I My master looked through the gntte. 



Hia friend the alguazil was tliere again, and he asked 
hiin what he wanted. Open the door, answered tlie 
alguazil ; here ia Mr. Corre^dor. At this dreadfiil 
luuiie, ray blood froze in my veins, I had a devilish 
loathing of those gentry since I had passed through 
their hands, and could have wished myself at that 
moment an hundred leasee from Madrid. As for 
my employer, less startled than myself, he opened 
the door, and received the magistrate respectfiilly. 
You see, said the corregidor, that 1 do not break, in 
upon you with a whole poese : my maxim is to do 
business in a quiet way. In spite of the ugly re- 
ports circulated about you in tlie city, I think you 
deser\'e some little, attention. "What is your name, 
and business at Madrid ? Sir, answered my master, 
I am from Xew Castile, and my title is Don Bcmnrii 
de Castil Blazo. With respect to my way of life, I 
lounge about, frequent public places, and take my 
daily pleasure in a select circle of polite company. 
Of course you have a handsome fortune ! replied the 
judge. No, sir, interrupted my Meccnas ; I have 
neither annuities, nor lands, nor houses. How do 
you live then ? rejoined the corregidor. I will show 
you, replied Don Bemanl. At the same time he 
lifted up a part of the hangings, before a door I had 
not observed, opened that and one beyond, then took 
the magistrate into a closet containing a large cheat 
chuck-full of gold. 

Sir, said he, again, you know that the Spaniards 
are proverbially indolent ; yet, whatever may be their 
general dislike to labor, I may compliment myself on 
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betterinfT the example, I have a etock of lazinesa, 
whicli diaqualifiea me for all exertiou. If I had a 
miad to piifF my vices into virtues, I might call thia 
sloth of mine a philosopJiical indifference, the work 
of a mind weaned from all that worldlings court with 
60 much ardor ; but I will frankly own myself con- 
stitutionally lazy, and so lazy, that, rather than work 
for iny subsistence, I would lay myself down and 
Btar\'e, Therefore, to lead a life befitting my fancy, 
not to have the trouble of looking after my affairs, 
and, above all, to do without a steward, I have con- 
verted all my patrimony, consisting of sei'cral con- 
aiderablc estates, into ready money. In this chest 
there are fifty thousand ducats ; more tJian enough 
for the remainder of my days, should I live to be an 
hundred ! Fur 1 do not spend a thousand a year, and 
am already more than fifty years old. I have no feara, 
therefore, for futurity, since I am not addicted, Heaven 
be praised 1 to any one of the three things which usual- 
ly ruin men. I care little for the pleasures of the 
table ; I only play for my amusement ; and I liave 
given up women. Tliere is no chance of my being 
reckoned, in my old age, among those libidinous gray 
birds to whom jilts sell their favors by troy weight. 
You are a happy man ! said the corregidor. 
Tliey are in the wrong to suspect you of being a spy ; 
that office is quite out of character for a man like 
you. Take your own course, Don Bernard : con- 
tinue to live as you like. Far from disturbing your 
peaee, I declare myself your protector; T request 
your friendship, and pledge my own. Ah ! sir, ex- 
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claimed my master, tHrilled with these kind expi 
sions, I accept, with equal joy and gratitude, yot 
precious offer. In giving me your friendship, yoif* 
augment ray wealth, and carry my happiness to its 
height. After this conversation, which the alguazil 
and myself heard from the eloset-door, the corregidor 
took his leave of Don Bernard, who could not do 
enough to express his aense of the obligatiou. On 
my part, mimicking my muster in doing the honors 
of the house, I overbui-dcned the alguazil with civil- 
itfbs. I made him a thousand low bows, though I 
felt for him In my sleeve the contempt and hatred 
which every houest man naturally entertains for an 
alguazil. 
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[Don Bernard db Castil Blazo, having attended' 
the corregidor to the street, returned in a hurry to fas- 
ten hid strong-box, and all the doors which secured it. 
We then went out, both of us well satisfied ; he at 
having acquired a friend in power, and myself at 
finding my six rials a day secured to me. Thejle- 
aire of relating this adventure to Melendez made nie 
bend my steps towards his house ; but, near my 
jouniey'a end, whom ehould I meet but Captain 
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Rolando I Mj surprise was extreme, and I cuuld 
not lie)]) quuking at tlie eight of turn. He recul- 
lected me at once, ucoosted me gravclj, and, still 
keeping up his tone of superiority, ordered me to 
follow liim. I tremblingly obeyed, saying inwardly, 
Alas ! he raeana, doubtless, to make nie pay my 
debts ! Whither will he lead me ? There may 
perliiips be some subterraneous retreat in this eity. 
Plague take it I If I thought so, I would soon 
show him I have not got the gout. I walked There- 
fore behind him, carefully looking out where he niigfit 
stop, with the pious design of putting my best leg 
foremost, if there was anything in the shape of a 
trap-door. 

Bolando soon dispersed my alarms. He went 
into a well-frequented tavern ; I followed him. He 
called for the beat wine, and ordered dinner. AVTiile 
it was getting ready, we went into a private room, 
where the captain addressed me aa follows : You 
may well be astonished, Gil Bias, to renew your 
acquaintance with your old commander ; and you 
will be still more so, when you have heard ray tale, 
The day I left you in the cave, and went with my 
troop to Mansilla, for the purpose of selling the 
mules and horses we had taken the evening before, 
we met the son of tlie corregidor of Leon, attended 
by four men on horseback, well armed, following his 
carriage. Two of hia people we made to bite the 
dust, and the other two ran away. On this, the 
coachman, alarmed fur his master, cried out to us 
in a tone of supplication, Alas ! my dear gentlemen. 
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in God's name, do not kill the only son of Ha wot- 
ship, the correrridor of Leon. These words were 
far from sottciiing my comrades ; on the contrary, 
their fury knew no bounds. Good folks, said one 
of thera, let not the son of a mortal enemy to men 
like us escape our vengeance. How uiauy orna- — 
ments of our profession has his father cut oH' in their , 
prune I I^et us repay liis crueltj- with interest, and 
sacrifice tliis victim to their offended ghosts. The 
wliole ti'oop applauded the fineness of this feeling, 
and my heuteuant himself was preparing to net as 
high priest at this unhallowed altar, when I inter- 
dicted the rites. Stop 1 said I ; why shed hlood 
without occasion ? Let us rest contented with the 
youth's purse. As he makes no resistance, it would 
be against the laws of war to cut hie throat. Be- 
sides, he is not auswerahle for his father's misdeeds ; 

, his fatlier only does his duty iu condemning us 
to death, as wo do ours iu rifling travellers. 

Tius did I plead for the corregidor's son, and my 
intercession was not unavailing. We only took 
every farthing of his money, and carried oft' with us 
the horses of tlie two men whom wc had slain. 
These we sold with tlie rest at Mansilla. 'I'hence 
we returned to the cavern, where wc arrived the 
following morning, a little before daybreak. We 

3 not a little surprised to find the trap open, and 
still more so, when we found Leonarda hand-cutfed 
in the kitchen. She unravelled the mystery in two 
words. Wc wondered Iiow j'ou could liave over- 
reached us ; no one could have thought you capable 
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of serving us such a trick, and we forgave tJie effect 
for the merit of the invention. Aa eoon as we had 
released our kitchen wencih, I gave orders for a good 
lunclieon. In the mean time wo went to look ftfter 
our horses in the stable , where the old negro , who had 
been left to liimself for four and twenty hours, was 
at tlie last gasp. We did all we could for hia relief, 
but lie was too far gone ; indeed, so much reduced, 
that. In spite of our endeavors, we left tlie poor 
devil on the threshold of another world. It was 
very gad ; but it did not spoil our appetites ; and, 
after an abundant brcakfiiM, we retired to our cham- 
bers, and slept away the whole day. On our 
uwiildng, Leonarda apprized its that Domingo had 
paid the debt of nature. We carried liim to the 
charnel-house, where you may recollect to have 
lodged, and there performed his obsequies, just a9 
if he had been one of our own order. 

Five or six days afterwards, it fell out that, one 
morning on a sally, we encountered three compa- 
nies of tlie Holy Brotlicrhood, on the outskirts of 
the wood. They Bcemcd waiting to attack us. 
We percei\"ed but one troop at first. These we 
despised, tliough superior in number to our party, 
and rushed forward to the onset. But, while we 
were at loggerheads with the firat, the two others in 
ambuscade came thundering down upon us ; so that 
our valor wan of no use. There was no withstand- 
ing such a host of cnemiea. Our lieutenant and 
two of oiu" gang gave up the ghost on this occasion. 
As for the two others and myself, we wars so do&eljr 
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pressed and Iiemmed in, aa to be taken ) 
and, while two detachments convoyed us to Xj© 
the third went to destroy our retreat. How it v 
discovered, 1 will briefly tell you. A peasant of 
Luceno, crossing the forest, on his way home, by 
chunce espied the trap-door of our subterraneous 
residence, wliieh a certain yonng runaway had not 
shut down after bini, for it was precisely the day 
when you took youi-self ofif with the lady. He had 
a violent suspicion of its being our abode, without 
having the eourage to go in. It was enough to 
mark the adjacent parts, by lightly i)eeling, with hia 
knife, bark from the nearest trees, and so on from 
distanee to distance, till he was quite out of the 
wood. He then betook himself to Leon, with thie 
grand discovery for the coiTegidor, who was so much 
the better pleased, aa his eon had been robbed by 
our gang. Tills magistrate collected together three 
companies, to lay hold of ub, and the peasant showed 
them the way. 

My arrival in the town of Leon was as good as 
that of a wild beast to the inhabitants. Even 
though I had been a Portuguese general, made 
prisoner of war, the people could not have been 
more anxious to sec me. There he goes ! was the 
cry : that is he, the famous captain, the tenor of 
these parts ! It would 8er\-e him right to tear him, 
piecemeal, with pincers, and make his comrades join 
in tlie chorus. To the corregidor I was the univer- 
sal cry ; and his worship began insulting me. So, 
80 1 said he, scoundi-el as you are, the powers of 
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justice, worn to a thread with yoiir past irregulari- 
ties, hand oyer the task of punishment to me, as 
their delegate. Sir, answered I, great as my crimes 
may have been; at least, the death of your only son 
is not to be laid at my door. His life was saved by 
me; you owe me some acknowledgment on that 
score. O \ wretch, exclaimed be, there are no 
measures to be kept with people of your description, 
And, though it were my wish to save you, my sacred 
office would not allow me to indulge my feelings. 
Having spoken to this effect, he committed us to a 
dungeon, where my companions had no time to 
lament their hard fate. They got out of confine- 
ment, at the end of three days, to expatiate, with 
tragic energy, at the place of execution. For my 
part, I took up my quarters in limbo, for three 
complete weeks. JVIy punishment, seemingly, was 
deferred, only to render it more terrible ; and I waa 
looking out for Bome refinement on the ordinary 
course of criminal justice, when the corregidor, hav- 
ing summoned me before him, said. Give ear to 
your sentence. You are free. Had it not been for 
you, my only son would have been assassinated on 
the highway. Ah a father, my gratitude was due 
for this service ; but not being competent to acquit 
you in my capacity of a magistrate, I have written 
up to court in your favor ; have solicited yoiu- par- 
don, and have obtained it. Go, then, whitherso- 
ever it Diay seem good to you. But take my advice ; 
profit by this lucky escape. Look to your paths, 
and give up the trade of a highwayman for good 
and all. 
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^H I was deeply inipreased by tliis advice, and t 
^1 my departure for Madrid, in the firm determination 
^1 of mending my ways, and living quietly in that ci^ 
^M There I found my fether and mother dead, and whi 
^1 they left behind them in the hands of an old l 
^H man. who administered duly and truly, as al! tnis- 
^H tfies of com-ae do. I saved three thousand ducats 
^V out of the fire — scarcely a quarter of what I was 
^r "entitled to. But where was the remedy? There 
H was no standing to the quirks and evasions of the 
W law. Just to be doing something. I have pim.'liased 
an alguaziJ's place. My colleagues would hare set 
their feces against my admission, for the honor of 
the cloth, had they known my history. Luckily they 
did not, or at least affected not to know it, which was 
■just as good as the reality ; for, in that illustrious 
body, it is the bounden duty jmd interest of every 
member to wear a mask. The pot cannot call the 
kettle hard niunes, thank heaven. The deiil would 
have no great catch in the best of us. And yet, my 
friend, I could willingly unbosom myself to you wdth- 
out disguise. My present occupation is much against 
the grain ; it requires too circumspect and too mys- 
terious a conduct ; there is nothing to be done but 
by underhand dealings, gravity, and cunning. O !— 
for my first trade 1 The new one is safer, to be — 
sure ; but there is more fun in tlie other, and liberty — 
is my motto. I feel disposed to get rid of my office, 
and to set out, some sunshiny morning, for the moun- 
tains at the Bom-ce of the Tagus. I know of a 
retreat thereabouts, iuliabitcd by a numerous gang, 
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Composed chiefly of Cataloniana ; when I have aaJj^ 
that, I need eay no more. If you will go aloa{ 
with me, we will swell the number of those hero 
I shall be second in command. To make your fi 
ing respectable at once, I will awear that you ] 
fought ten times by my side. Your valor i 
mount to tlie very skies. I will tell more good of 
you tlian a commandei'-in-chief of a favorite officer. 
I will not say a word about the runaway trick ; t 
would render you suspected of turning — nose ther^ 
fore, mum ia the woi-d. What say you to it? 
you ready to set off? I am impatient to know jai 
mind. 

Every one to his own fancy, said I, tlien, to ] 
lando; you were bom for bold exploits, and your-- 
flaend for a eerene and quiet life. I understand 
you, interrupted he ; tlie lady whom love induced 
you to carry off, atUl preserves her influence ov^ 
your heart, and you doubtless lead with her t 
serene life of which you are enamoured. Ow 
truth, Maater Gil Bias; she is become a thing of your 
own, and you are both living on the pistoles carried off 
from the subterraneous retreat. I told him he v 
mistaken ; and, to set him right, related the lodyj 
adventures and my own, while we sat at dinnol 
"When our meal was finished, he led bock to ( 
subject of the Cafalonians, and attempted once mora 
to engage me in his project. But finding mc inflexi- 
ble, he looked at me with a terrific frown, and said 
seriously, Since you are diiatard enough to prefer 
your servile condition to the honor of enhsting in a 



troop of brave fellows, I turn you adrift to 3 
own grovelling inclinations. But mark r 
lapse may be fatal. Forget our meeting of t 
and never prate about me to any living soid ; for if 
I catch you bandying about my name in your idle 
talk .... you know my ways, I need say no t 
With these words, he called for the landlord, paid 
the reckoning, and we rose from the table to go 
away. 



CHAPTER III. 

OIL BLAS IS DISmaSSD J)F DOS BEItNAJlD 
AND ESTERS INTO THE SEtlVICS 

As we were coming out of the tavern, and tald 
our leave, my master was passing along the i 
He saw me, and I observed him look more i 
once at the captain. I had no doubt but he t 
surprised at meeting me In such company. It is 
certain tliat Rolando's physiognomy and air were not 
much in favor of moral quaUties. He was a gigan- 
tic fellow, with a long face, a parrofs beak, and a 
very rascally contour, ivithout being absolutely ugly. 

I waa not mistaken in my guess. In tlie ei-ening, 
I found Don Bernard harping on the captain's figure, 
and charmingly disposed to believe all the fine things 
I could have said of him, if my tongue had not been 
tied. Gil Bias, eaid be, who is that great shark I 
aaw witli you awhile ago ? I told him it was an 
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alguazU, and tliouglit to have got off with that 
anBwer ; but }ie retQrnt'd to tlie charge ; and observ- 
ing my confusion, froni the remembrance of the 
threats used by Eolando, broke off the conversation 
abruptly, and went to bed. Tlie next morning, 
when I hud pei'formcd my ordinary duties, he 
counted me over six ducata instead of six rials, and 
Bftid, Here, my friend, this is what I give you for 
your aervicea up to this day. Go and look out for 
another place. A servant keeping such higli com- 
pany is too mueJi for me. I betliought myself of 
saying, in my own defence, that I had known that 
alguazil, by having prescribed for him at Valladolid, 
while I was practising medicine. Very good, 
replied my master ; the shift is ingenious enough ; 
you might have thought of it last night, and not 
have looked so foohsh. Sir, rejoined I, in good 
truth, prudence kept me silent, and gave to my 
reaerve the aspect of guilt. Undoubtedly, re- 
sumed he, tapping me softly on tJie shoulder, it 
was carrying prudence very far, even to the confines 
of cimning. Go, lad ; I have no fartlier occasion for 
your services. 

I went immediately to acquaint Melendez with 
the bad news, who told me, for my cofSfort, that he 
would engage to procure me a better bertli. Indeed, _ 
some days after, he said, Gil Bias, my friend, you 
have no notion of the good luek in store for you. 
You will have the most agreeable post in the world. 
I am going to settle you with Don Matthias de 
Silva. He is a man of the first fashion — one of those 



jnjung noblemen commoiily distingiiighcd by tiie 
appellation of bcaus. I have the honor of liig cus- 
tom. He taken up gootis of inc. on tick, indeed 
but thcee great men are good pay in tlie long 
they often marry rich heiresees and then old i 
are wi))cd oft'; or, should that &il, a trsulcsuiai 
understands his business, puts such a price upon 
articles, thai if three foinlhs of his debts are bad, 
is no loser. Son Ullatthias's steward is mv intii 
fnend. Let us go and look for him. It will 
him to present you to his master ; and vou may 
Upon it. that, for my sake, he will treat you with 
oonsJderatioD. 

As we were on our wav to Hon Matthias's he 
this honest eliopkeeper said. It is fit, meihinks, 
you should be let into the steward's character, 
nonte is Gregorio Bodrigiie*. Between oursch 
he 18 a man of low birth, with a talent for intrigue^ 
in which vocation he has labored, (ill a stewardship 
in tno distressed families completed their niin, ami 
made his fortune. I gire you notice, that his tsd- 
ily ts excessive ; he lores ti> see the under-eerviuits 
creeping and crawling ai hie feet. It ie n-ith him 
thev must m.'dce intercist. if tiicT have any lavor to 
beg of their master : for, should they happen to 
obtain it without his interference, be has alwi 
some sliift or oth^r at iiand to get the boon 
or, at least, render it of no avail. Begulate 
ooivluet on this hint, Gil Bias ; pay eouit to Si 
Bodriguex in preference to your master himself, 
leave no stone unturned to get into his good 
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His friendiiliip will be of mateiial service to ; 
lie will pay your wages to the day ; and, if j 
have tuanagement enough to worm yourself into 1 
confidenee, you may chance to pick Up some of 
the fragments which fall from his tabic. There 
are enough for a, hungrier dog than yoii ! Don-, 
Matthias is a young nobleman, with no thought t 
tluDw away but on his pleasures, nor the sUghtei 
suspicion how bis own affairs arc going on. What 
a house for a Btewaiti who knows how to be a 
steward ! 

When we get to our joumey's' end, we asked to 
epeak with Signor Rodriguez. We were told that 
we should find him in bis own apartment. There 
he was, sure enough, and with him a clownish sort 
of fellow, holding a blue bag, full of money. The 
steward, looking more wan and yellow than a fprl 
in a hurry for a husband, ran up to Melendez with 
open arms ; the draper was not behind-hand with 
liim, and they each hugged the other, with a show 
of friendship, at least, aa much indebted to art, i 
to nature, for its plausible effect. After this, 
next question was about me. Rodriguez exam 
me from top t() toe ; saying, very civilly at the sal 
time, that I was just such an one aa Don MatttJ 
wanted, and that he would with pleasure, take up( 
himself to present me to that nobleman. Then 
upon, Melendez gave him to understand 
deeply he waa interested in my behalf. He beggi 
the steward to take me under his protection ; anc 
leaving me with liim, after plenty of compliments 



■withdrew. As eoon as he was gone out, Eodriguea 

■said, I will intrtJtluce you to my master the moment 

■Xhave dispatched tliia lioneat husbandman. He called 

li&e countryman to hini forthwith, and, taking his 

lil>ag, Talego, said he, let us see If the five hundred 

istoles are all right. He countetl over the money 

(Minself. As the sum was found to be e^iact, the 

»mitryman took a receipt, and went away. The 

KCaeh was put back again into the bag. It was my 

frtum next to be attended to. We may now, said 

wjay new patron, go to ray master's levee. He usa- 

ally gets up about noon ; it is now near one o'clock, 

and must be daylight in his apartment. 

Don Matthias had, ind(;ed, juBt risen. He was 
Btill in liifl moming-gown, kicking his heels in a 
great chair, with a leg tossed over one of the elbows, 
swinging backwards and for^v■al■ds, and manufactur- 
ing his own snuff. His conversation was addressed 
to a footman in waiting, who officiated as a tempo- 
rary valet-de-chambre. lly lord, said the steward, 
here is a young man, whom I take the liberty of 
presenting to your lordshiji, in the place of him you 
discharged the day before yesterday. Your draper, 
Melendez, has given !iim a chiirncter ; he undertakes 
for his qualifications, and I believe you will be very 
"well pleased with him. That is enough, answered 
■ the young nobleman, sincehc has your rccommen- 
|;dation. I adopt liitn bliudfold into luy retinue. 
I'He is my valet-de-chanibre at once ; that business is 
Uettled. Let us talk of otiier matters, Bodriguez. 
Xou are eome just in time. I was going to send for 
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you. I have a budget of bad news, iny dear Rod- 
riguez. I played with ill luck last night : aii hun- 
dred pistoles in my pocket lost, and two liundred 
more on credit. You know how indispenaable it is for 
persons of high rank to pay their debts of honor. 
As for any other, it is no matter when they are paid. 
Punctuahty is all very well between one tradesman 
and another, but they cannot expect it from one of 
us. These two hundred pistoles must be raised 
forthwith, and sent to the Countess de I'edrosa. 
Sir, quoth the steward, that is sooner said than 
done. Where, [iiythee, am I to get such a sum ? 
Threaten as I will, I never touch a maravedi from 
your tenants." And yet your establishment is to be 
kept up in style, and I am wearing myself to a 
thread, in fiimiehing the waya and meiins. It iis 
true, that hitherto, Heaven be praised I we have 
rubbed on ; but what witch to conjure for a wind now, 
I know not ; the case is desperate. All this prosing 
is extremely impertinent, interrujjted Don Matthias ; 
this counting-house talk makes mo hideously ner- 
vous. So, then, Rodriguez, you really think to 
undertake my reform, and raetftmorpbose me into a 
plodding manager of my own estate ? A very ele- 
gant sort of pastime for a man in my station of life ; 
a man of rank and fashion I Grant me patience, 
replied the steward ; at the rate we are driving now, 
it is easily calculated how soon you will be released 
fi-ora all those cares. You are a very great bore, 
resumed the young nobleman, rather peevishly; 
this brutal importunity is downright murder to one's 
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feelinge. I liate loud music ; be so good aa to let 
me be ruined pianissimo. 1 tell you I want two 
huntlred pistoles, and I must have them. Why 
then, said Eodrigiiez, we must have recourse to the 
old rascal who has lent you so much already on 
uauraous terms. Have recourse to tlie devil, if he 
will do you any good, answered Don Matthias ; only 
let me have two hundred pistoles, and it is tlie same 
thing to me how you manage to get them. 

^liile he was uttering these words in a hasty and 
fretful tone, the steward went out, and Don Antonio 
Centell^s, a young man of quality, came in. WEat 
is the matter, my fi'icnd ? said this last to my 
master : your atraoaphcro ia oiereiist ; I trace paa- 
sion in the lines of your countenance. Who CMkJj 
hare ruffled tltat sweet teiupei'? I would laf-j| 
wager, it was that booby just gone out. Tm^J] 
answered Don Matthias, he is my steward. Every 
time he eouies to apeak to me, I am in an agony fur 
a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes. He rings 
tlie clianges on the state of my affairs, and t^lls me 
that I am spending principal and iaterest. ... A 
beast ! He will say next, that I have ruined liim 
into the bargain ! My dear fellow, replied Don 
Antonio, I am exactly in the same situation. My 
■ man of business ia just such another scarecrow aa 
your steward, When the sneaking scoundrel, after 
repeated demands, brings me some niggardly supply, 
it ia just aa if he was lending ine his own. He ex- 
postulates most barbarously. Sir, says he, you are 
going to rack and ruin ; there is an execution out 
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against you. I am obliged to cut him ahort, and 
beg him to remonstrate in ej)itome. The worst of 
it is, said Don Matthias, that there ia no doing with- 
out these fellows ; they are the penance attached to 
our elegant indiscretions. Just so, replied Centell^s. 
. . . But listen, pursued he, bursting into a fit of 
laughter ; a pleasant idea has just struck me, Noth- 
ing was ever more farcically fancied. We may in- 
troduce a buffo caricato into our serious opera, and 
relieve the knell of our departed goo<la and chattels 
with a liumoroiia divertisement. The plot ia thus : 
let me try to borrow frf>m your ateward whatever 
you want. You shall do the same with my man of 
businesa. Then let them both preach as they please ; 
we shall hearken with the utmost composure. Your 
etewnrd will come imd open his case to me ; niy man 
of business will plead the poverty of the land to you. 
I aliall hear of nothing but your extrai'agance ; and 
you will see your own in mine as in a glass. It will 
be vastly entertaining. 

A thousand brilliant conceits followed tliia flight 
of genius, and put the young patricians into liigh 
spirits, 80 ^at they kept iq> the ball with vivacity, 
if not with wit. Thein conversation -was interrupted 
by~Gregorio Kodriguei!, who brought back ivith him 
a little, old man, witli a bald liead. Don Antonio 
was for moving off. Farewell, Don Matthias, said 
he, wc shall meet again anon, I leave you with 
these gentlemen ; you have, doubtless, somp state 
afl^rs to diacusa iii council. O ! no, no, answered 
my master, you had better atop ; you will not inter- 




nipt us, ThiB warm old gentleman has the model 
tioa to lend me money at twenty per cent. 
at twenty per cent. I esclaimed Centell^a, in a ti 
of astonishment. In good truth, I wish you joy on 
being in audi hands. I do not come off so clieapiy, 
for my part : I pay through the nose for every faitliing 
I get. Sly loans are generally raised at double that 
per cent. Ttiere is usury, said the father of the 
usiu'ious tribe ; imconscionable dogs I Where do 
they expect to go when they die ? I do not wonder 
there is so Btrong a prejudice against money-lenders. 
It ia tlie exorbitant profit which some of them derive 
from their discounts , that biings reproach and ill-will 
upon us all. If all my brethren of the blue balls 
were like me, we should not be treated so eciirvily-; 
for my part., I only lend, to do my duty towards my 
neighbor. All ! if times were as good now as in my 
early days, my purse shi>uld be at your service aa a 
friend ; and even now, in the present distress of the 
money-market, it goes against the grain to take a 
poor t^ve^ty per cent. But one would think the 
money was all gone back to the mines whence it 
came : tliere is no such thing to be had, and the 
scarcity Compels me to depart a little from the disin- 
terested severity of my benevolence. How much do 
- you want? pursued be, addressing my master. Two 
hundred pistoles, answered Don Matthias. I have 
four hundred here in a bag, rephed the usurer ; it ie 
only to give you half of them. At the same time he 
drew, from underneath liis cloak, a blue bag, looking 
just like that in which farmer Talego had left five 
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hundred pistoles with Rodriguez. I was not long in 
forming my judgment of the matter, and saw plainly 
that Melendez had not bragged, without reasou, of 
the steward's aptness in the ways of the world. The 
old man emptied the bag, displayed the cash on a 
table, and set about counting it. The sight set all 
my master's extravagant passions in a flame ; the 
sum total proved very striking to his comprehension. 
Signor Descomulgado, said he to the usurer, I have 
just made a very sensible reflection : I am a great 
fool. I only borrow enough to redeem my credit, 
without tliinking of my empty pockets. I should be 
obliged to give you the trouble of coming again 
to-morrow. I think, therefore, it \vill be best to 
spare your age and infirmities, and case you of the 
four hundred at once. My loixl, answered tlie old 
man, I had destined half of this money to a good 
licentiate, who lays out the income of his large 
preferments in those pious and charitable uses for 
which they were originally given to the clergy, aa 
stewards of the poor, and guides to the young and 
unwary. In pursuance of this end, it ia his great 
delight to wean young girls from the seductions of a 
wicked world, and place them in a snug, well- 
iumiahed httle box of his own, where they may he 
obnoxious to his ghostly admonitions by day and by 
night. But, since you have occasion for the whole 
sum, it is at your disposal. Something by way of 
secm'ity . ... O ! aa for security, interrupted 
Kodrigucz, taking a paper out of his pocket, you 
shall have as good as the bank. Here is a note 
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wbicfa Sgaar Don ^latttuas has anlr jnst to 8^11. 
He makes om- fire hnulrcd pistoles, doe {hm me 
of hb tenanU. Takgo. a, wcahfaj THXnan of Maotkjatf . 
Tbat is enougii, replied the nsnrer. I never sptil 
haire. init deal upon the E>quare. The sievani iit- 
EiDuatal a pea lietwieea his master's fingus, who 
signal his name si the bottom of the nxp. witboot 
reading it ; and whktlnl as lie s^nwd. for want of 
thought. 

Tlial hosutess settled, the old man took }as lean 
of mv nnhle emplover. who sbuuk hini ronhalir by 
the huK], saring: Till I hare the pleasure of seeing 
a again, good mailer potindi, E'tuIliDgs, anal [leDce, 
aa voiir mo^ deroled. humble ^errant. I do not 
ksDw wbv voQ shooM all be lamped together for & 
set of bknd-fiuckers ; yoa eeeoi to tae a necesaiy 
link in the diain of well-onlered society. You are 
as good us a phvsioian to u? pecuniary invalids of 
quality, and keep us alire hv artificial restoratires ia 
the last stage uf a consumptive purse. ) on are in 
the ri^it, excIaioMd t'-entellfe. Usurer* are a very 
gentlemanly order in society, and I must not be 

I denied the priTil^« of paying my eomplimcnta to 
this illustrious specimen, for the sake of his twenty 
per cent. With this banter, he came up and ikreir 
his aims about llie old man's neck : and the^e two 
overgrown cluldren, for tlieir arauseoient, begao 
Bending huu backward and forward between them 
like a shuttlecock. After they had tossed liiui about 
from pillar to post, they suflered him to depart with 
the steward, who oi^it to have come in for his share 
of tbe game, and for something a little n 



DON FERDINAND PROPOSES A BANQUET. 

When Rodriguez and his atalking-horae had left 
the room, Don Muttliius sent, by the lackey in wait- 
ing, half his pistoles to the Countesa de Pedrosa, 
and deposited the otlier half in a long purae worked 
with gold and silk, wliich he usually wore in hia 
pocket. Very well pleased to find liimself in cash, 
he said to Don Antonio, with an air of gayety: 
What shall we do with ourselves to-day? Let us 
call a council. That is talking like a statesman, 
answered Centcll6a : I am your man ; let us ponder 
gravely. AVhile they were collecting their delibera- 
tive wisdom on the course they were to pursue for 
the day, two other noblemen came in: Don Alexo 
Segiar and Don Ferdinand de Gamboa ; both nearly 
about my master's age, that is, from eight and 
twenty to tliirty. These fbiu- jolly blades began 
with such hearty salutations, as if they liad not met 
for these ten years. After tliat, Don Ferdinand, a 
professed bacchanalian, mode his proposals to Don 
Matthias and Don Antonio : Gentlemen, said he, 
where do you dine to-day? If you are not engaged, 
I will take you to a tavern, where you shall quaff 
celestial liquor. I supped there last night, and did 
not come away till between five and six this mom-r 
ing. Would to Heaven ! exclaimed my master, I 
had done the same ; I should not have lost my 
money. 

For my part, said Centell^s, I treated myself 
yesterday evening with a new amusement, for 
variety has always its charms for me. Nothing but 
a change of pleasure can make tlie dull round of 



human life supportable. One of ray friends intro- 
duced me, neck and heels, to one of those gentry 
ycleped tax-j^therers, who do tiie government busi- 
ness and their own at the same time. Tliere was no 
want of magnificence, good taste, or a well-designed 
Bet out table, but I tbund, in tlie family itself, a 
highly seasoned relish of absurdity. The former of 
the revenues, though the most meanly extracted of the 
whole partv, must set up for a great man ; and Ilia 
wife, though hideously ugly, was a goddess in her 
own estimation, and made a. thousand silly speeches* 
the zest of whieh was heightened by a Biscayaa accent. 
Add to this, that there were four or five children 
with tlieir tutor at table. Judge if it must not ha.v6 
been an amusing family party. 

As for nie, gentlemen, said Don Alexo S 
supped with jVrsenia the actress. We were ( 
table : Arsmia, Flurimonde, a coc^uctte of her ac- 
quaintance, the Marquis de Zenette, Don Juan de 
Moncade, and your humble servant. We [)a8sed 
die night in drinking and talking bawdy. What a 
fiow of sold I To be sure, Arsenia and Florimonde 
are not strong in their upper works ; but then they 
have a facility in their vocation which is more than 
all the wit in the world. They are the dearest mad- 
caps, gay, nimping, and rampant: they i 
himdred times better tlian your modest v 
sense and discretion. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



OIL BIAS oers isto coiipast with ttis fellows; 

allllK lUM A READY aOAD TO THE RBPUTATIOlf 

Ai'B IMPOSE OX niu A aiHouLAR oatil 

Those noLlemen pursued this etrain of convei 
tion, till Don Matthiiis, about whose person I 
fiddling all the while, was ready to go out. at 
then t*)ld me to follow him ; and this bevy of foaliioii- 
ables set sail together for the tavern, whither Don 
Ferdinand de Gramboa proposed to conduct them. I 
began my march in the rear rank with three other 
valets ; for each of the gentlemen had hia own. I 
remarked, with astonishment, that these three 
vants copied their masters, and assumed the 
follies. I iutroduced myself as a new comer. Ti 
returned my salute in form ; and oue of them, 
having taken measure of me very accurately. 
Brother, I perceive, by your gait, that you 
never yet lived with a young nobleman. Alas 
answered I, neither liave I been long in Madrid. 
So it appeal's, replied he, you smell strong of the 
country. You seem timid and embarrassed ; there 
is a hitch in your deportment. But no matter, we 
will soon wear off all stiSncss, take my word for it. 
Perhaps you think better of me than I deserve, said 
I. No, resumed ho, no; tlierc is no such cub as 
we cannot lick into ghape ; assure yourself of that. 

This specimen was enough to convince me that 
liad hearty fellows for my comrades, and that 
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could not be in better haudd to initiate me int« 1u^ 
life below stairs. On our arrival at the tavern, we 
found an entertainment ready, whieli Signer Don 
Ferdinand had been so provident as to order in the 
morning. Our masters sat down to table, and we 
arranged our.sehes behind their cliairs. Tlie con- 
versation was apii'ited and lively. My eare tingled 
to hear them. Their humor, their way of thinking, 
their mode of expression, diveited me. What fire I 
what sallies of imagination I They appeared like a 
new order of beings. With the dessert, we sat 
before them a great choice of the best wines in Sj 
and left the room, to go to dinner in a little pari 
wliere our cloth was laid. 

I was not long in discovering tliat tlie conibatanti 
in our lists had more to recommend them than ap- 
peared at first sight. They were not satisfied with 
aping tlie manners of tlieir masters, but even copied 
their phrases ; and these varlets gave such a fac- 
simile, that, bating a little Tulgarity, they might 
have passed themselves off very well. I admired 
their free-and-easy carriage ; still more was I 
charmed with their wit, but despaired of ever coming 
up to them in my own person. Don Ferdinand's 
servant, on the score of his master treating ours, did 
the honors ; and, determined to do tlie thing 
genteelly, he called the landloi-d, and said to him: 
Master tapster, give us ten bottles of your very best 
wine; and, as you have a happy knack of doing, 
make the gentlemen up stairs believe that they have 
drank tliem. With all my lieart, answered the land- 
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lord ; but, Master Gaapard, you know that Signor 
Don Ferdinand owes me for a good many dinners 
already. If through your kind intervention I could 
get some little matter on account . . . O, inter- 
rupted the valet, do not be at all uneasy about your 
debt: I will take it upon myself; put it down to 
me. It is true, that some unmannerly creditors 
have preferred legal measures to a reliance on our 
honor ; but we shall tjike tlie first opportunity of 
obtaining a replevy, and will pay you without look- 
ing at your bill. To have my miU4t«r on your 
books is like so many ingots of gold. The landlord 
brought us the wine, in spite of unmanly creditors ; 
and we drank to a speedy replevy. It was as good 
a£ a comedy to see us drinking eacli other's healths 
every minute, under our masters' titles. Don 
Antonio's servant called Don Ferdinand's plain 
Gamboa, and Don Ferdinand's servant called Don 
Antonio's Centelll^s : they dubbed me Silva ; and 
we kept pace in drunkenness, under these borrowed 
names, with the noblemen to whom they properly 
belonged. 

Though my wit was less conspicuous than that of 
tlie other guests, they lost no opportunity of testi- 
fying their pleasure in my acquaintance. Silva, 
said one of our merriest soakers, we shall make 
something of you, my frieud. I perceive that yon 
have wit at will, if you did but know how to draw 
upon it. The fear of talking absurdly prevents you 
from throwing out at all ; and yet it ia only by a 
bold push, that a thousand people nowadays set 



tlicmaelves up for good oompauione. Do yon wisTi 
tohebriglit? You have only to give the reins to 
your loquacity, and to Tcnture indiscjriminately on 
whatever comes uppermost : your hlumlers will pass 
for the eccentricifiea of genius. Though you should 
utter a hundi-ed extravagances, let but a atugle 
good joke be packed up in the bundle, the nonsense 
shall be all forgotten, the ivitticiBm bandied about, 
and your talent be puffed into high repute. Tliia is 
the happy metliod our masters have devised, and it 
ought to be adopted by all new candidates. Besides 
that, I had but too strong a wish to pass for a clever 
fellow, the trick they taught me appeared so easy in 
the performance, that it ought not to be buried in 
obscui'ity, I tried it at once, and the foiiies of tha 
wine contributed to my success ; tliat is to say, I 
talked at random, atid had the good luck to strike 
out of much absurdity some flashes of merriment, 
very acceptable to my audience. This first essay 
inspired me with confidence. I redoubled my 
sprightlinesa, to eparkle in rapartee; and chance 
gave a successftd issue to my endeavors, 

"Well done ! said my fellow-servant who had ad- 
dressed me in tlie street, do not you begin to shake 
off yonr matic manners ? You have not been two 
hours in onr company, and you are quite another 
creature : yonr improvement will be visible every- 
day. This it is to wait on people of quality. It 
causes an elevation, which the mind can never attain 
under a plebeian roof. Doubtless, answered I, and 
for that reason I sliall henceforth dedicate my little 
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talents to tlie nobility. That is bravely eaid, roared 
out Don Ferdinand'a servant, hull' seaa over; eom- 
moners are not entitled to posuees such a fund of 
superior genius as exists in ua. Come, gentlemen, 
let us make a vow never to eoUeague with any suc-li 
beggarly fellows ; let us swear to that by Styx. We 
laughed heartily at Cra<spurd's conceit ; the proposal 
was received with applauae, and we took this mock 
oath with our glasses in oiir hands. 

Thus sat we at table till oiu- masters were pleased 
to get np from it. This was at midnight ; an out- 
rageous instance of sobriety, in the opinion of my 
colleagues. To be sure, these noble lords left the 
tavern so- early only-to visit a celebrated wanton, 
lodging in the -pm-licuaj)£ .tliC- Jiourt, and keeping 
open house niglit ami day for the Totariea of plettaure. 
She was a woman from five and tliirty to forty, still 
in the height of her charma, entertaining in her dis- 
course, and so perfect a mistress in the art of pleas- 
ure, that she sold the waste and refuse of her beauty 
at a higher price than the first sample of the unadul- 
terated article. She had always two or three other 
pieces of damaged goods in the house, who con- 
tributed not a little to the great concourse of nobility 
resorting thither. The afternoon was spent in play; 
then supper, and the night passed in drinking and 
making merry. Our masters staid till morning, and 
BO did we, without tliinking the time long; for, 
while they were toying with the mistresses, we 
attacked the maids. At length, we all parted when 
daylight peeped in on our festivities, and went to bed 
each of us at our separate homes. 
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My master getting up at his uauiil time, about 
noon, droesed himself. He went out. I followed 
liim, and we paid a visit to Don Aiitouio Centell^s, 
with whom we found one Don Alvaro de jl^cuna. 
He was an old gentleman, who gave lecturea on the 
ac icnce of debauch ery. ~TEe~ffilng generation, if 
they wanted to qualify themselvea for fine gentle- 
men, put themBelves imdcr hla tuition. He moulded 
their ductile habits to pleasure, taught them to maJte 
a distinguJBhed figure in the world, and to Bquander 
their substance : ho liad no qualms as to running out 
his own, for the deed was done. After these three 
blades had exchaiigeil tlie compliments of the morn- 
ing, Centellda said to my master : In good faith, 
Don Matthias, you coiJd not have come at a more 
lucky time. Don Alvaro ia come to take me with 
him to a dinner, given by a citizen to the Marquie 
de Zenette and Don Juan dc Moncade, and y< 
shall be of the party. And what ia the dl 
name ? said Don Matthias. Gregorio de Noriej 
said Don Alvaro, and I will describe the young man 
in two words. His father, a rich jeweller, is gone 
abroad to attend the foreign markets, and left his son, 
at his departure, in the enjoyment of a large income. 
Gregorio is a blockliead, with a turn for every sort 
of extravagance, and an awkward hankering after 
the reputation of wit and fashion, in despite of 
nature. He has begged of reie to give liira a few 
instructiona. I manage him completely ; and can 
assure you, gentlemen, that I lead him a rai-e dance. 
His estate is rather deeply dipped already. I do not 
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doubt it, exclaimed Centell^a ; I see the Tulgar dog 
in an almshouse. Come, Don Matthias, let us 
honor the fellow with our acquaintanee, and be in at 
the death of him. Willingly, answered my mnater, 
for I delight in seeing the fortune of these plebeian 
upstarts kicked over, when they affect to mix among 
ua. Nothing, for instance, ever entertained me so 
much as the downfall of the toll-gatherer's eon, 
whom play, and the vanity of figuring among the 
great, have stripped, till he has not a house over hia 
head. O I as for that, replied Don Alvaro, he 
de8er\-es no pity ; he is as great a coxcomb in hia 
poverty as he was in hia prosperity. 

Centell^a and my master accompanied Don Alva- 
ro to Gregoriode Noriega's party. We went there 
also, that is Mogicon and myself, both in ecstasy at 
lia\nng an opportunity of spunging on a citizen, and 
pleasing oiu^elvea with the thoughts of being in at 
tlie death of him. At <tiir entrance, we observed 
several men employed in preparing dinner ; and 
there issued from the ragouts they were taking up, a 
vapor which conciliated the palate through the 
medium of the nostrils. The Marquis de Zenette 
and Don Juan de Moncade were juat come. The 
founder of the feaat seemed a great simpleton. He 
aped the man of feshion with a most chmisy grace j 
a wretched copy of admirable originaJa, or, more 
properly, an idiot in the chair of wisdom and taste. 
Figure to yourself a man of tliis character in the 
centre of five bantering fellows, all intent on making 
a jest of him, and drawing him into ridiculous ci- 
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peneee. Gentlemen, eaid Don Alvaro, after the first 
interchange of civilities, give me leuve to introduce 
jou to Signer Gregorio de Noriega, a most brilliant 
star iu the hemisphere of faahion. He owns a'thous- 
and amiable qualities. Do jou knotv that he has a 
highly cultivated understajiding ? Choose your own 
subject, he is equally at home in every branch, from 
the subtilty and closeneas of logic, to tlie elementary 
science of the criss-croas-row. O I tliie is really 
too flattering, interrupted the scot-and-lot gentleman 
with a veiy uncouth laugh. I might, Signor Alvaro, 
put you to the blush as you have put me ; for you 
may truly be termed a reservoir as it were, a com- 
mon sewer of erudition. I had no intention, replied 
Don Alvaro, to draw upon myself so savory an 
encomium; but truly, gentlemen, Signor Gregorio 
cannot fail of establishing a name in the world. As 
for me, said Don Antonio, what is so delightfid in my 
eyea, far above the honors of logic or the crisa-croes- 
row, is die tasteful selection of his company. In- 
stead of demeaning himself to the level of tradesmen, 
he associates only with the young nobility, and acts 
the expense at nought. There ia an elevation of 
sentiment in this conduct which enchants me : and 
this is what you may truly call disbursing with taste 
and judgment. 

Tliese ironical speeches were only the preludes to 
a continual strain of banter. Poor Gi'egorio was 
attacked on all hands. The wits shot tlieir bolts by 
turns, but they made no impression on the fool j on 
the contraiy, h? took all they said literally, and 
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seemed highly pleased with liia guests, as if they did 
lijin a favor by making him their laughing-stock. 
In short, he served them for a biitt while they sat at 
table, which they did not (juit during the afternoon, 
nor till late at night. We, as well as our masters, 
drank as we liked, so that the servants' hall and the 
dining-room were in equally high order when we 
took our leave of the young jeweller. 



CHAPTER r. 
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MAKES ^jr INTBRSSTiyG 

After soine hours' sleep, T got up in fine spirits ; 
and calling the advice of Melenilcz to mind, went, 
till my master was stirring, to pay my court to our 
steward, whose vanity was rather flattered by this 
attention. He received me with a gracious air, and 
enquired how 1 was reconciled to the habits and 
manners of tho young nobility. I answered, that 
they were strnngc to me as yet, but that use and 
good exitmple might work wonders in the end. 

Use and go«l example did work wonders, and 
that right soon. My temper and conduct were 
quite altered. From a discreet, sober la<l, I got to 
be a lively, heedless mcny-andrew. Don Antonio's 
servant paid me a compliment on my transtbrmation. 
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^M and told mc that there wanted nothing but a tender 

^H interoet in the lovely part of the creation to ehinc 

^H like a new star dropped from the heavens. H^^ 

^B pointed out to nic that it waa an indispensable t 

^H quisite in the character of a pretty fellow, that a 

^H our Bet were well with some fine woman or othe^'f 

^H and that lie himself, to his own share, engrossed the 

^H favors of two beauties in liigb life. I was of opinion 

^H tliat the rascal lied. Master Mogicon, said I, you 

^H are doubtless a very dapper, lively little fellow, with 

^V a modest assurance ; but still I do not comprehend 

how women of quality, not liaving your sweet person 

on their own private establishments, should run the 

risk of being detected in an intrigue with a footman 

I out of doors. O ! as for tltat, answered he, they 
do not know my condition. To my master's ward- 
robe, and even to Iiis name, am I indebted for these 
conquests. I will tell you how it is. I dress my- 
self up as a young nobleman, and assume the man- 
" ners of one. I go to public places, and tip the wink 
first to one woman and then to another, till I meet 
with one who returns the signal. Her I follow, and 
find means to speak with her. I take the naiue of 
_, Don Antonio Centell^s. I plead for<an assignation, 
tlie lady is squeamish about it ; I am pressing, she 
is kind, et ccctera. Thus it is, my fine fellow, that 
I contrive to carry on my intrigues, aud 1 would 
have you profit by the hint, 

II was too ambitions of shining like a new star 
dropped from the heavens, to turn a deaf ear to such 
counsel; besides, there ivas about me no aversion to 
h— : —M 
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an amour- I therefore laid a plan to disguise myself 
aa a joung nobleman, and look out for adventures 
of gallantry. There was a risk in assuming my 
masquerade dress at home, lest it niiglit be observed. 
I took a complete suit from my master's wardrobe, 
and made it up into a bundle, which I carried to a 
barber's, where I thought I could dress and undress 
conveniently, Tliere I tricked myself out to tlie 
best advantage. The barber, too, lent a lielping hand 
to my attire. AVbea we thought it adjusted to a 
nicety, I sauntered towards Saint Jerome's meadow, 
whence I felt morally certain tiiat I should not return 
without making an impression. But 1 could not 
even get tliither, without a proof of my own attrac- 
tions. 

Aa I waa crossing a bye-street, a ladj: of^genteel 
fi giirp, elegan tly dressed, camc out of a small house, 
and got into a liired carriage standing at. the door.. I 
stopped short to look at her, and bowed significantly, 
so as to convey an intimation that my heart was not 
insensible. On her part, to show rue diat her face 
was not less lovely than lier person, she lifted up her 
veil for a moment. In the meantime tlie coacli set 
otf, and I stood etock still in the street, not a litde , 
stiffened at this vision. A vastly pretty woman, 
said I to myself; bless us ! tliis is just what is want- 
ing to make me perfectly accomplished. If the two 
ladies who share Mogieou between them ai'e equally 
handsome, the scoundrel is in luckl -I-^iould be 
deliglited with her for a mistress. Ruminating on 
these things, I looked, by chance, towards the house 
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whence that lovely creature hsid glided, n 

iL window on the ground floor, an old woman b 

ing me to come in. 

I flew like lightning into the liouae, and foimd, 
in a very neat parlor, this venerable and wary- 
matron, who, taking me for a marqms at leaat, 
dropped a low courtesy, and said : I doubt not, my 
lord, but you must have a bad opinion of a woman 
who, without the slightest acquaintance, beckons 
you out of the street ; but you will, perhaps, judge 
more favorably of me, when you shall know that I 
do not pay that compliment promiscnously. You 
look like a man of faaliion 1 You are perfectly in 
the right, my old girl, interrupted I, stretching out 
my right leg, and throwing the weight of my body 
on my left hip ; mine ia, vanity apart, one of the 
beat families in Spain. It must be so by your looka, 
replied she, and I will fairly own that I delight in 
doing a kindness to people of quality, that is my 
weak side. I watched you through my window. 
You looked very earnestly at a lady who has just left 
me. Perhaps you may have tjtken a fancy to her? 
tell me so plainly. By the honor of my house, 
answered I, she lias shot me through the heart. I 
never saw anything bo tempting ; a most divine 
creature ! Do bring us acquainted, my dear, and 
rely on my gratitude. It is worth while to do t 
little offices for us of the beau monde ; they a 
ter paid than our bills. 

I have told you once for all, replied the old t 
man, I am entirely devoted to people of conditii 
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it is my passion to be useful to them : I receive 
here, for example, a certain class of ladies, whom 
appearances prevent from seeing their favorites at 
liume. I lend tliem my house, and thus the warmth 
of their constitutions ia indulged, without risk to 
their characters. Vastly well, quoth I, and you 
have just done that kindness to the lady in question? 
No, answered she, this is ii young widow of quality, 
in want, of an admirer ; but so difficult in her choice, 
that I do not know whether you will do for her, 
however great your requisites may be. I have already 
introduced to her tliree well-furnished gallants, but 
she turned up her nose at them. O ! egad, my 
life, exclaimed I confidently, you have- only to stick 
me in her skirts, I will give you a good account of 
her, take my word for it. I long to have a grapple 
with a beauty of such peremptory demands ; tliey 
have not yet fallen in my way. Well then, said the 
old woman, you have only to come liither to-morrow 
at the same horn- : your curiosity shall be satisfied. 
I will not fail, rejoined I ; we shall see whether a 
young nobleman can miss a conquest, 

I returned to the little barber's without looking 
for other adventures, but deeply interested in the 
event of this. Therefore, on the following day, I 
went in splendid attire, to the old woman's an hour 
sooner than the time. My lord, said she, you are 
punctual, and I take it kindly. To be sure the 
game is worth the chase, I have seen our young 
widow, and we have hiid a good deal uf talk about 
you. Not a word was to be said ; but I hai'e taken 




256 ''"' BLJS. 

Buch a liking to you that I cannot bold my tongtte-. 
You have made yourself agreeable, and will soon be 
a happy man. Between ourselves, the lady ia 
relisliing moreel, lier husband did tiut lire long 
her ; lie ghded away like a shadow : she has 
merit of an absolute girl. The good old lady; 
doubt, meant one of tliose clever girls who contrive 
not to live single, though tliey live unmarried. 

The heroine of the assignation came soon in a 
hired carriage, as on the day before, dressed very 
magnificently. Aa soon as she came into the room, 
I led off witli five or six coxcombical bows, ao- 
Eompanied by the most fashionable grimaces. After 
this, I went up to her with a \ery familiar air, and 
said : My adored angel, you behold a gentleman of 
no mean rank, whom your charms have undone. 
Your imago, since yesterday, has taken complete 
possession of my fancy ; yon have turned a duchess 
neck and hecJs out of my heart, who was beginning 
to establish a footing there. The triumph 
glorious for me, answered she, throwing off 
Teil, but still my transports are not without 
Young men of fashion love variety, and 
are, they say, bandied about from one to the other 
like a piece of base money. Ah ! my sovereign 
mistrese, replied I, let us leave the lutiu-e to ehift 
for itself, and think only of the present. ^ ou are 
loVely ; I am in love. If my passion is not hatefid 
to you, let it take its course at random. A^'e will 
embark like true sailors, set the storms and ship- 
wreck of a long voyage at defiance, and only take 
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! feir weather of the time present into the 
count. 

In limslung this speech, T threw myself in rapi 
at the feet of my nymph ; and the better to hit 
my assumed character, pressed her with some li1 
peevishness not to delay my bliss. She seemed a 
little touched by uiy remonsti-ances, but thought it 
too soon to yield, and, giving me a gentle rebuff; 
Hold, said she, you are too importunate ; this is like 
a rake. I fear you are but a loose young fellow. 
For shame, madam ! exclaimed I ; can you set your 
face against wliat women of the first taste and con- 
dition encourage? A prejudice against what is 
vulgarly called vice may be all very well for citizens' 
wives. That is decisive, replied she ; there is no 
reHisting so forcible a plea. I see plainly that with 
men of your order dissimulation is to no purpose ; a 
woman must meet you half way. Learn then your 
victory, added she with an appearance of disorder, 
as if her modesty suffered by the avowal ; you have 
inspired nie with sentiments such as are new to my 
heart, and I only wait to know who you are, that I 
may take you for my acknowledged lover. I believe 
you a young lord and a gentleman, yet there is no . 
trusting to appearances ; and, however prepossessed 
I may be in your favor, I would not give away my 
affections to a stranger. t/ 

I recollected at the moment how Don Antonio's 
servant had got out of a similar perplexity, and 
determining, after his example, to paaa for my 
master : Madam, said I to my dainty widow, I will 
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not excuse myself from telliag you my name ; it ib 
one that will not disparage its owner. Have you 
ever heard of Don Matthias de SUva ? Yea, replied 
she ; indeed I have seen him with a lady of my 
acquaintance. Though considerably imprm'ed in 
impudence, I was a little troubled by tliia diBCOvery, 
Yet I rallied my forces in an instant, and extricated 
myself with a happy presence of mind. Well then, 
my ftir one, retorted I, the lady of your acquaint- 
ance . . . knows a lord ... of niy acquaintance 
. . ■ and I am of his acquaintance ; of his own 
&mily, since you must know it. His grandfather 
married the sister-in-law of my father's uncle. You 
flee we are very near relations. My name is Don 
Ctesar. I am the only son of the great Don Ferdi- 
nand dcliibcnt, elaia Meeu years ago, iu a battle »a 
the frontiers of Portugal. I could give you all the 
particulars of the action ; it was a devilish eliarp one 
. . . but to fight it over again would be losing the 
precious moments of mutual love. 

After this discourse I got to be importunate and 
impassioned, but without bringing matters at all for- 
warder. The favors which ray goddess winked stt 
my snatching, tended only to make me languish for 
which she was more chary of. The tyrant got back 
to her coach, which was waiting at the door. Never- 
theless, I withdrew, well enough pleased with my 
success, though it still fell short of the only perfect 
issue. If, said I to myself, I have obtained indul- 
gences but by halves, it is because tJiis lady, forsooth, 
IB a high-born dame, and diinks it beneath her 
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quality to play the very woman at the first inter- 
view. The pride of pedigree stands in the wiiy of 
my advancement just now, but in a few days we 
sliall be better acquainted. To be sure, it liifl uot 
once come into my head that she mi<^Iit be one of 
those cunning gypsies always on the catch. Yet I 
liked better to look at things on tlie right eide than 
on the wrong, and thus maintained a fitvorable 
opinion of my widow. We had agreed at jwirting to 
meet again on the day after tlie morrow ; and the 
hope of arriving at the summit of my wishes gave 
me a foretaste of tlie pleaeureB with whieh I tickled 
my fancy. 

With my brain full of joyous traces, I returned to 
my barber. IIa\-iug changed my dress, I went to 
attend my master at the tennis-court. I found hini 
at play, and saw that he won ; for he wa^ not one 
of those impenetrable gamesters who make or mar 
a fortune without moving a, muscle. In prosperity 
he was flippant and overbearing, but quite peevish 
on the losing side. He left the tennis-court in high 
spirits, and went for the Prince's Theatre. I fol- 
lowed him to the box-door, then putting a ducatinto 
my hand : Here, Gil Blaa, said he, as I have been a 
winner to-day, you sliall not be the worse for it ; go, 
divert yourself with your friends, and come to me 
about midnight at Arsenla's, where I am to sup with 
I Don Alexo Segiar. He then went in, and I stood 
debating with whom I should disbiurse my ducat, ac- 
cording to the piuus will of the fomider. I did not 
muse long. Chu-in, Don ^llexo's servant, just then 
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came in my way. I tfK)k liim to Uie next tavern," 
and we aniiisetl ourselves there till midniglit. Thence 
we repaired to Arsenia's house, where Clarin iiad 
orders to attend. A little footboy opened the door, 
and showed us into a room down stairs, where 
Arsenia'a waiting- woman, and the lady who held the 
same ofiice about Florimonde, were laughing ready- 
to split their sides, while their mietreBees were above 
stairs with our masters. 

Tlie addition of two jolly fellows just come from 
a good supper, could not be unwelcome to abigails, 
and to the abigails of actresses too ; but what was 
my astoniahmeut when in one of these lowly ladies I 
discovered iny widow — my adorable widow — whom 
I took for a countess or a marchioncBs I She appeared 
equally amazed to see her dear Don Ca;sar de Eibera 
metamorphosed into the valet of a beau. However, 
we looked at one another without being out of coun- 
tenance ; indeed, such a tiugliug sensation of laughter 
came over us both, as we could not help indulging in. 
After which Laura, for that was lier name, drawing 
me aside while Clarin was speaking to her fellow- 
servant, held out her liand to me very kindly, and 
said in a low voice : Accept this pledge. Signer Don 
Ctesar ; mutual congratulations are more to the pur- 
pose than mutual repniaclies, my friend. You topped 
your part to perfection, and I was not quite contempt- 
ible in mine. Wlrnt say you? confess now, did no* 
you take me for one of those precious peeresses who 
are fond of a little smuggled amusement ? It is erea 
60, answered I, but whoever you arc, my < 
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I have not changed my scatimcnts with my parapher- 
nalia. Accept my services in good part, and let tlie 
valet-de-ehamber of Don Matthias consummate what 
Don Cjesar has so happily begun. Get you gone, re- 
plied she, 1 like you ten timeB better in your natural 
than in your artificial character. You are as a man 
what I am as a woman, and tliat is the greatest com- 
pliment I can pay you. You are admitted Into the 
number of my adorers. TVe have no longer any need 
of the old woman as a blind, you may come and see 
me whenever you like. We theatrical ladies are no 
slaves to form, but live higgledy pigglcdy with the 
men. I allow that the effects are sometimes vidble, 
but the public wink hard at our irregularities ; the 
drama's patrons, as you well know, give the drama'l 
laws, and absolve us from all others. 

We went no further, because there were byatand^ 
ers. The conversation became general, lively, jovial, 
inclining to loose jokes, not very carefully wrapped 
up. We all of us bore a bob. Arsenia'a attendant 
above all, my amiable Laura, was very conspicu- 
ous ; but her wit was bo extremely nimble, that her 
virtue could never overtake it. Our masters and the 
actresses on the floor above, raised incessant peala 
of laughter, wliich reached us in the regions below ; 
and probably the entertainment was much alike with 
the celestials and the infemals. If all the knowing 
remarks had been written down, which escaped from 
the jJiiloflopliera that night assembled at Ai'senia's,! 
really thiuk it woidd have been a manual for tlic ris- 
ing generp''"" Yet we could not arrest the chaste 
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moon in her progress ; the rising of that blab, the 
sun, parted us. Clarin followed the heels of Dob 
Alexo, and I went home with Don Matthius. 




CHAPTER YI. 

TOE PRISCBS COMPAMF 

5It master getting up the next day, received a 
note from Don Alexo Segiar, desiring hia company 
immediatelr. We went, and found there the Mar- 
quis de Zenette, and another young nobleman of 
preposscseing manners, whom I Iiad never eeen. 
Don JIatthias, said Segiar to my protector, intro- 
ducing the etiunger, give me leave to present Don 
Pompej-o de Castro, a relation of mine. He has 
been at the court of Portugal almost from his duld-- 
hood. He reached Madrid last night, and returns 
to Lisbon to-morrow. He can allow me only one 
day. I wish to make the most of the precious mo- 
ments, and thought of asking you and the )Iarquis 
de Zenette to make out the time agreeably. There- 
upon, niT master and Don jUexo's relation embraced 
hcartilv, and complimented one another in the nioet 
extravagant manner. I was much please<l with Don 
Pompeyo'a conversation, it showed both acuteness 
and solidity'. 

Tlicy dined vrith Segiar : and the gentlemen, after 
the dessert, amused themeelves at pluy till the theatre 
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opened. Then diej went all together to the Prince's 
JJoune. to see a new tragedy, called The Queen of 
Carthage. At the end of the piece they returned to 
supper, and their conversation ran first on tlie compo- 
eition, then upon the actors. Aa for the work, cried 
Don Mattlila^, I tEok very lightly of it, Eneaa is a 
more pious blockhead there ilian in the Eneid. But 
it must be owned that the piece was played divinely. 
What does Signor Don Ponipeyo think of it? He 
does not seem to agree with me. Gentlemen, said 
tile illustrious stranger with a smile, you are so en- 
raptured with your actors, and still more witli your 
actresses, that I scarcely dare avow niy dissent. 
Tliat is very prudent, interrupted Don Alexo with a 
aneei' ; your criticisms would be ill received. You 
abould be tender of our actreesea before the trumpets 
era of their lame. We carouse with them every 
day, we warrant them sound in their conceptions : 
we would give vouchers foi' the justness of their ex- 
pression if it were necessary. No doubt of it, an^ 
Bwered his kinsman, you would do the same kind 
office by their lives and their manners, trom the same 
motives of companionable feeling. 

Your ladies of the sock and buskin at Lisbon, said 
the Marquis do Zenette, are doubtless far superior? 
' They certainly arc, replied Don Pompeyo. They 
are some of them at least perfect in their cnst. And 
these, resumed the Marquis, would be warranted by 
you in their conceptions and esprcssiona? I have 
no personal acquaintance with them, rejoined Don 
Pompeyo. I am not of their revels, and can judge 




of thrir merit i»-ithout partklih-. Do vou, u 
eante^, think jtwir compMiT first-rate ? No. really, 
said U»e Marquis, I thiitk no such thing, and only 
plead the cause of a few indirvhials. I gire up all 
the rest. Will vou not allovr extraordinorv powers 
to the actress who plaj-eil Dido ? Did she not per- 
^nate that qticen with the dignitr, and at tlie some 
time tt-itli all the bewitching charms, caletdated to 
realize our idea of tlie character? Could you help 
wlmiring the ekill with which she seizes on the pns- 
»OQS of tite spectator, and harmonizes their tone to 
the ^-ibrntiond she purposes to produce? She may 
be calktl perfect in the exquisite art of declaiming. 
I agree with you, sud Don Poinpeyo, tliat she can 
touch the string either of terror or of pitj' : nerer 
did any actress come closer to the heart, and die per- 
formance is altogether fine ; but still she is not uith- 
oul her dcfrcta. Two or lluriee things disgusted me 
in her playing, AVould she denote surprise? die 
glances her eves to and tiu in a most extravagant 
manner, altogether unbecoming her supposed maj 
ty as a princess. Add to this, that in swellin; 
Toiee, which is of itself sound and mcllifluoos, 
goes out of her natural key, and assumes 
ranting tone. Besides, it slioidd seem as if 
tnight be suspected, in more than one passage, of. 
very clearly comprehending her author, Yci I wotild 
in candor rather suppose her wanting in diligence 
than capacity. 

As ^ as I see, said Don Matthias to the critic, 
you will never write complimentary odes to aar 
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actresses \ Pardon me, answered Don Pompeyo. 
I can discover high talent througli all their imperfec- 
tions. I must say that I was enchanted with the 
chambermaid in the interlude. M'hat fine natural 
parts I With what grace she treads the stage ! Has 
she anything pointed to deliver ? she heightens it by 
an arch eraile, with a keen glance and sarcastic em- 
phasis, which convey more to the tmderstanding than 
the words to the ear. It might be objected that she 
sometimes gives too much scope to her animal spirits, 
and exceeds the liniitB of allowable freedom, but tliat 
would be hypercritical. There is one bad habit I 
should strongly advise her to correct. Sometimes 
in the very crisis of the action, and in an affecting 
passage, she bursts in all at once upon the interest 
with some misplaced jest, to curry favor with the 
mob of barren spectators. The pit, you will say, is 
caught by her artifice ; that may be well for Iier pop- 
ularity, but not for their taste, 

And what do you think of the men ? interrupted the 
Marquis ; you must give them do quarter, since you 
have handled the women so roughly. Not so, said 
Don Pompeyo. There are some promising young act- 
ors, and I am particularly well pleased with that cor- 
pulent pertbrmer who played tlie part of Dido's prime 
minister. His recitation is unaffected, and he de- 
claims just as they do in Portugal. If you can 
bear such a fellow as that, said Segiar, you must be 
charmed with the representative of Eneas, Did not 
you think him a great, an original performer ! Very 
original, indeed, answered the critic ; his inHcetions 
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aie quite lie own* dv^ are as AnSL wb a hau tb oy, 
Ahooist dtwmrs oofi of nafiore* be latdes die in^vefr- 
are words of die iseatenee off b^ toi^uey iriiile lie 
labors and lu^i^fs oa die expietHcs; die poor con- 
jmictMitt are tiri^bcened ait dfeor CRvn report asdiey 
go off. He emertatiied me exraasvehr, aad eqiecial- 
It wbni be was expres^i^ iB coofidf^ be distreea 
at abawt^ing die priiKess : sercr was grief move 
'budkrottsh* depieced* Fair aad soldTy eovem, le- 
pikd IXmi Alexo : yoa will make ib bdere at last 
diat sood tai$te b not ojeadr eultiTated at tbe court 
of F^Mrtogal. I>> tou know diait die actor of wbom 
we are speaking k es<teemed a pbenoaacnoii? INd 
Tou not obsenre wbott dianders of :^iplaiee be called 
down? He cannot tb^refore be contenqptihle. That 
dierefiNne does not proTe tbe propcHtioiiy replied Don 
Pompevo. But« gendemen« let as laj aside, I be- 
seech you« the injudicious sn&ages of die fit ; diey 
are otten given to performers venr unseasonab^. 
Indeed, their K^tsterous token^s of af^pcobalion are 
more tirequendy be^towied on pakrr co|»e$ than an 
origioal merit* ;»;$ Phedn^ teaches its bj an ingen- 
ioos &ble. Allow me to repeat it as follows : — 

The whole populatioii of a city was assemUed in 
a large square to see a pantomime played. Among 
the perfi>rmi»^ there was CMie wlK>«e ln?ats were ap- 
l^aaded every instant. This buiE>on, at tbe end of 
die mtertainmmt, willed to doee tbe scene widi a 
new device. He came alone upon the stage, 8tO(^ 
ing d«)wn. covering his head with his mantle, and 
began counterfeiting tbe squeak of a pig. He 
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quitted liimaelf eo naturally as to be auspectetl of 
having the ittiunal itself concealed within the folds 
of his drapery. He stripped, but there was no pig. 
The assembly rang with more furious applause than 
ever. A peasant, among the spectators, was dis- 
gusted at this misplaced admiration. Gentlemen, 
exclaimed he, you are in the wrong to be so delighted 
witli this buffoon ; he is not so good a mimic as you 
take him for. I can enact the pig better j if you 
doubt it, only attend here this time to-morrow. The 
people, prejudiced in the cause of their favorite, col- 
lected in greater numbers on the next day, rather to 
hiss the countryman than to see what he could do. 
The rivals appeared on the stage. The buffoon be- 
gan, and was mure applauded tliaii the day before. 
Then the farmer, stooping down In his turn, with 
his head wrapped up in his cloak, pulled the ear 
of a real pig under his arm, and made it squeal 
most horribly. Yet this enlightened audience per- 
sisted in giving the preference to their favorite, 
and hooted the countryman off the boards ; who, 
producing the pig before he went, eaid. Gentle- 
men, you are not hissing me, but the original pig. 
So nuich for your judgment. 

Cousin, said Don Alexo, your fable is rather sa^ 
tirical. Nevertheless, in spite of your pig, we will 
not bate an inch of our opinion. But let ua change 
the subject, this is grown threadbare. Then you set 
off to-morrow, do what we can to keep you with us 
longer? I should like, answered his kinsman, to 
protract my stay with you, but it is not in my powei'. 
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I I have trtltl yrm already that I ani come to the txiiiri 
r Spain on an affair of state. Yesterday, o 

I arrival, I had a conference with the prime minister ; 

I I uiik U) see hiin to-morrow morning, and shall i 
I out immediately afierwarda on my return to Lisb* 
J You are become quite a Portuguese, observed Segiiu 
f And to all appearance, we shall lose you entirely from 
I Miulrid. I iJiink otherwise, replied Don Pompeyo, 
I I have the honor to stand well with tlie King of Por- 
I tugal, and have many motives of attachment to that 
I court ; yet with all the kindness that sovereign has 
f testified towards me, would you believe that I havi^ 
E been on the point of quitting his domimons fore^ 
I Indeed ! by what strange accident ? said the i 

quis. Give us the history, I beseech you. 
readily, answered Don Pom|)eyo, and at the same 
time my oivn, for it is closely interwoven with the 
recital for which you have called. 



CHAPTER ril. 

HiSTony OF DO.V pompeyo de ca. 

Don Alexo knows, that from my boyish dayi 
I my passion was for a military life. Oui 
try being at peace, I went into Portugal ; thenc'e t 
Africa with the Duke of Braganza, who gave n 
commission. I was a younger brother, with ; 
Blender a provision as moat in Spain ; so that i 
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only chance was in attracting the notice of the com- 
mander-in-chief hy my bra^'cry. I waa eo far from 
deficient in my duty, that the duke promoted nic, 
step by Btep, to one of the most honorable poata in 
the aei'rice. After a long war, of whieh you all 
know the iasue, I devoted myself to tlie court ; and 
the king, on strong testimonials from the general 
officers, rewarded me with a considerable pension. 
Alive to tliat sovereign's generosity, 1 lost no oppor- 
tunity of proving my gratitude by my diligence. I 
was in attendance as often as etiquette would allow 
me to offer myself to his notice. By this conduct I 
gained insensibly the love of that prince, and re- 
ceived new favors from his hands. '■^ 
' One day, when I distinguished myself in running 
at the ring, and in a bull-fight preceding it, all the 
court extolled my strength and dexteritj'. On my 
return home, with my honors thick upon me, I found 
there a note, informing me that a lady, my conquest 
over whom ought to flatter me more tlian all the 
glory I had gained that day, wished to have the 
pleasure of my company ; and that I had only to 
attend in the evening, at a place marked out in the 
letter. This waa more than all my public triumphs, 
and I concluded tiie writer to be a woman of the 
first quality. You ma^ guess that I did not loiter 
by the way. An old woman in waiting, as my 
guide, conducted nie by a little garden-gate into a 
large house, and left me in an elegant closet, saying, 
Stay here, I will acquaint my mistress with your 
arrival. I observed a great many articles of value 
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in the closet, whlcK was magnificently Ului 
but this aplpnJor only caught my iittentjon as con- 
firming me in my. previous opinion of the lady's high 
, rank. If appearances etrengtheneil that conjecture, 
[ her noble and majestic air on her entrance left no 
1 doubt on my mind. Yet I waa a little out in i 
I calculation. 

Noble sir, aaid she, after the step I have t 

[ your fovor it were impertinent to disown my part 

I ity. Your brilliant actions of to-day, in preeei 

I of the court, were not the inspirera of my t 

L jnente ; they only urge forward this avowal. I h 

I you more than once, have inquired into ; 

I character, and the result has determined me to foUi 

the impulse of my heart. But do not suppose ti 

you are well with a duchess. I am but the vi 

of a captain in the King's Guards ; yet th* 

fiomethiiig to throw a radiance round your victory 

. . the preference you have gained over one of 

j the first noblemen in tlie kingdom. The Duke 

L d'Almeyda loves me, and presses his suit with i 

I dor, yet without success. My vanity only indue 

f me to bear his importunities. 

Tliough I saw plainly, by this address, that I iai 
I got in with a coquette, my presiding star was r 
whit out of my good graces for involving me in tl 
adventure. Donna Hortensia, for that was the li 
nune, was just in the ripeness and luxuriance ( 
youth and dazzling beauty. Nay, more, she had r 
Ljused the possession of her heart to the earnest f 
■ treaties of a duke, and offered it unsolicited to i 
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AVliat a feather in the cap of a Spanish cavalier 1 I 
prostrateii myself at Ilortensia's feet, to thank her 
for lier favora, I talked just aa a man of gallantry 
always doea talk, and she had reason to be satisfied 
with the extravagance of my acknowledgments. 
Thus we ^mrted the best friends in the world, on tlie 
terms of meeting every evening when tJie Diike 
d'Almeyda was prevented from coming; and she 
promised to give me due notice of his absence. The 
bargain was exactly fulfilled, and I was turned Into 
the Adonis of this new Venus, 

But the pleasures of this life are transitory. With 
all the lady's precautions to conceal our private treaty 
of commerce from my rival, he found means of gain- 
ing a knowledge, of which it concerned us greatly to 
keep him ignorant : a dialoyal chamber-maid divulged 
the state secret. This nobleman, naturally generous, 
but proud, self-suiEcient, and liolent, was exasper- 
ated at my presumption. Anger and jealousy set 
him beside himself. Taking counsel only with his 
rage, he resolved on an infamous revenge. One 
night when I was with Ilortensia, he waylaid me at 
the little garden gate, with all liis servants pro\ided 
with cudgels. As soon as I came out, he ordered 
me to be seizetl, and beat to death by these wretches. 
Lay on, said he, let the rash intruder give up the 
ghost under your chastisement; tlius shall his in- 
solence be punished. No sooner had he finished 
these words, than his myrmidons assaulted me in a 
body, and gave me such a beating, as to stretch nie 
Bcnseless on the ground : after which they hurried o£f 
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with their master, tx> whom this butchery had heat tt 
delicious paetime. I lay the remainder of the ni^t, 
just as they had left me. At day-break, some peo- 
ple parsed by, who, finding that lite was still in me, 
had the humanity to carry me to a surgeon. Por- 
tunately my woimdi) were not mortal ; and, tailing 
into skilful hands, I was perfectly cured in two 
ipontha. At the end of that period I made my 
appearance again at court, and resumed my former 
way of life, except that I steered clear of Hortensia, 
who on her part made no further attempt to renew" 
thc acquaintance, because the duke, on that coi 
tion, had pardoned her infidelity, 

Aa my adventure was the town talk, and I 
known to be no coward, people were astonished 
see me as quiet aa if I had received no atfront 
1 kept my tliouglits to myself, and seemed to 
no quaiTel with any man living. No one knew 
to think of my counterfeited inBensibdity. Some 
imagined that, in spite of my courage, the rank of 
tlie aggressor overawed me, and occasioned my tarat 
eubmission. Others, with more reason, miatruated 
my silence, and considered my offensive demeanor as 
a cover to my revenge. The king was of opinion 
with these last, that I was nut a man to put up with 
an insult, and that I should not be wanting to my^ 
self at a convenient opportunity. To discover my 
real intentions, he sent for me one day into hia 
closet, where he said : Don Pompeyo, I know what 
accident has be^Ien you, and am surprised, I own, 
at your forbearance. You are certainly acting a 
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part. Sire, answered I, how can I know whut 
challenge ? I waa attacked in the night by pereona 
unknovra : it is a misfortune of which I must make 
the best. No, no, replied the king, 1 am not to be 
duped by these evasive answers. The whole story 
baa reached my cars. The Duke d'Almeyda has 
touched your honor to the quick. You are nobly 
bom, and n Oaatilian : 1 know what that double 
character requires. You cherish hostile designs. 
Admit me a party to your purposes ; it must be so. 
Never fear the consequences of making me your con- 
fidant. 

Since your majesty commands it, resumed I, ray 
sentiments shall be laid open without reserve. Yes, 
sir, I meditate a severe retribution. Every naan, 
wearing Buch a name as mine, must account fur ita 
untarnished lustre with his family. You know tlie 
unworthy treatment I have experienced ; and T pur- 
pose asaassinatiug the Duke d'jVhneyda, as a mode 
of revenge corresponding to the injury. I shall 
, plunge a dagger in his boaom, or shoot him through 
tlie head, and escape, if I can, into Spain. This is 
my design. 

It is violent, said the king ; and yet I have little 
to say against it, after the provocation which the 
Duke d'Almeyda has given you. He is worthy of 
the punishment you deptinc for him. But do not be 
in a hurry with your project. Leave me to devise a 
method of bringing you together again as friends. 
O ! sir, exclaimed I with vexation, why did you 
extort my secret from me? What expedient 
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can ... If mine is not to your satiefaction, inter- 
rupted lie, you may execute your first inteution. 1 
do not mean to abuse your confidence, I shall not 
implicate your honor ; so rest contented on tliat head. 
I waa fp-eatly puzzled to gueaa by what means 
the king designed to terminate tliis affair amicably : 
but thus it was. He sent to epeak widi the Duke 
d'Ahneyda in private. Duke, said he, you have in- 
sult^ Don Pompeyo de Castro. You are not igno- 
rant diat he is a man of nuble birth, a soldier who 
\iBa served with ci-edit, and stands high in my favor. 
You owe him reparation. I am not of a temper to 
refuse it, answered the Duke. If he complaine of 
my outrageous behavior, I am ready to justify it by 
the law of arms. Something very different must be 
done, replied the king : a Spanish gentleman under- 
stands the point of honor too well, to fight on equal 
terms with a cowardly assassin. I can use no milder 
term ; and you can only atone for tlie heinousness 
of your conduct, by presenting a cane in person to 
your antagonist, and offering to submit yourself to 
its discipline. O Heaven ! exclaimed the duke : 
what I sir, woidd you have a man of my rank 
degrade, debase, himself before a simple gentle- 
man, and submit to be caned ! No, replied the 
monarch, I wilt oblige Don Pompeyo to promise not 
to touch you. Only offer him the cane, and ask his 
pardon : that is all I require from you. And that is 
too much, sir, interrupted the Duke d'jUmeyda 
warmly : I had rather remain exposed to all the 
secret machinations of his resentment. Your life 
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is dear to me, eaid the king ; and I should wish this 
affair to have no bad consequences. To temiinate 
it with less disgust to yourself, I will be the only 
witness of the satisfaction which I order you to offer 
to the Spaniard. 

The king was obliged to streteh his influence over 
the duke to the utmost, before he could induce him 
to so mortifying a step. However, the pereuiptory 
monarch effected his purpose, and then sent for me. 
He related the particulars of his conversation with 
my enemy, and enquired if I should he content with 
the stipulated reparation. I answered. Yes ; and 
gave my word that, far irom striking the offender, 
I would not even accept the cane when he presented 
it. With this understanding, the duke and myself 
at a certain hour attended the Idng, who took ua 
into his closet. Come, said he to the dulce, ac- 
knowledge your fault, and deserve to be forgiven 
by the humility of your contrition. Then my an- 
tagonist made his apology, and offered me the cane 
in his hand. Don Pompeyo, said the monarch un- 
expectedly, take the cane, and let not my presence 
prevent you from doing justice to your outraged 
honor. I release you from your promise not to 
strike the duke. No, sir, answered I, it is enough 
that he has submitted to the indignity of the offer ; 
an offended Spaniard asks no more. Well then, re- 
plied the king, since you are content with this satis- 
faction, you may both of you at once assume the 
privilege of a gendemanly quarrel. Measure your 
swords, and discuss the qiiestion honorably. It is 




what I most ardently desire, exclaimed the 3 
d'Almeyda in a menacing tone ; for that < 
competent to make me amenda for the ( 
Step I have taken. 

With these words, he went away, full of i 
and shame ; and sent to tell me two houra i 
that he waa waiting for me in a retired place, 
kept the appointment, and found this noblem 
ready to fight lustily. He waa not five and forty ; 
deficient, neitlier in courage nnr in skill : so that 
the match was fair and equal. Come on, Don 
Pompeyo ! said he j let us terminate our diHerenee 
here. Our hostility ought to be reciprocally mortal ; 
yours, for my aggression, and mine, for ha\'ing asked 
your pardon. These words were no sooner out of 
his mouth, than he drew upon me so suddenly that 
1 had no time to reply. He pressed very closely 
upon me at first, but I had the good fortune to put 
by all his thrusts. I acted on the offensive, in my 
turn : the encounter was evidently with a man 
equally skilled in defence or in attack ; and there is 
no knowing what might have been the i 
had not made a false step in retiring, and fallen 
backwards. I stood still immediately, and 
the duke, Recover yourself. Wliy give i 
, quarter ? he answered. Your forbearance only a 
gravatea my disgrace. I >vill not take advantage q 
an accident, replied I ; it would only tarnish . 
glory. Once more recover yourself, and let us fi^ 
it out. 

Don Pompeyo, said he, riaing, after this act i 
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generosity, honor allows me not to renew the attack 
upon you, Wliat would the world eay of me, were 
I to wound you mortally ? I should be branded as 
a coward for having murdered a man, at whose 
mercy 1 had just before lain prostrate. I cannot, 
therefore, agmn lift my arm against your life, and I 
feel my resentful passions subsiding into the sweet 
emotions of gratitude. Don Pompeyo, let us mutu- 
ally lay aside our hatred. Let us go still further ; 
let us be friends. Ahl my lord, exclaimed I, so 
flattering a proposal I joyfully accept. I proffer 
you my sincere friendship ; and, as an earnest, 
promise never more to approach Donna Hortensia, 
though she herself should invite me. It is my duty, 
said he, to yield that lady to you. Justice retiuirea 
me to give her up, since her affections are yours 
already. No, no, interrupted I : you love her. 
Her partiality in my favor would give you uneasi- 
ness ; I sacrifice my own pleasure to your peace. 
Ah ! too generous Castilian, replied the duke, em- 
bracing me ; your sentiments are truly noble. With 
what remorse do tliey strike me I Grieved and 
ashamed, I look back on tlie outrage you have- sus- 
tained. The reparation in the king's chamber seems 
now too trifling. A better recompense awtuts you. 
To obliterate all remembrance of your shame, take 
one of my nieces, whose hand is at my disposal. 
She is a rich heiress, not fifteen, with beauty beyond 
the attractions of mere youth. 

I made my acknowledgements to the duke in 
terms Buch as the high honor of his alliance might 
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suggest, and married hia niece a few days afterirati 
All the court complimented tliia nobleman < 
ing made such generous amends to an insulted rivi 
and my friends took part in my joy at the hap] 
issue of an adventure which might have led to i 
most melancholy consequences. From this tim 
gentlemen, I have lived happily at Lisbon. I am 
the idol of my wife, and have not sunk the lover in 
the husband. The Duke d'Almeyda gives me new- 
proofs of friendship every day ; and I may venture 
to boast of standing liigh in the King of Portugal's 
good graces. The importance of niy errand hither i 
sufficiently assures me of his confidence. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



AS XCCIDKNT. t!f CONSEIiUESCB t 



Such was Don Pcmpeyo's story, which 
Alexo'a servant and myself overheard, though yfisli 
were prudently sent away before he began liis re- 
cital. Instead of withdrawing, we skulked behind 
the door, which we had left half open, and from 
that station we did not miss a word. After this, 
the company went on drinldng ; but they did not 
prolong their carousals till the morning, because 
Don Pompcyo, who was to speak with the prime' 
minister, wished for a little rest beforehand. The 
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Marquis de Zenctte, and my master took a cordial 
leave of the stranger, and left him witJi his kins- 
man. 

We went to bed, for once, before daybreak ; and 
Don Matthias, when he awoke, invested me with a 
newoflSce." "GO Dlas, said he, take pen, ink, and 
paper, and write two or three letterSi.as I sltall dic- 
tate : you eiudl, henceforth, be my secretary. Well 
and" good r "add I " to myself — a plurality of fimc- 
tions. Aa footman, I follow my master's heels ; as 
valet-de-chambre, I help him to dress; and write 
for him, as liis secretary. Heaven be praised, for 
my apotheosis ! Like the triple Hecate of the 
Pantheon, 1 am to enact three different characters 
at the same time. Can you guess my intention? 
continued he. Thus it ia : but take care what you 
are about ; your life may depend on it. As I am 
continually meeting with fellows who boast of their 
success among the women, I mean by way of get- 
ting the upper hand, to fill my pockets with fictitious 
love-letters, and read them in company. It will be | 
amusing enough. Happier than my competitors, 
who make conquests only for the pleasure of the 
boast, I shall take the credit of intrigue, and spare 
myself the labor. But vary your writing, so that 
the manufacture may not be detected by the same- 
nesa of the hand. 

I then sat down, to comply with the command of 
Don Matthias, who first dictated a tender epistle to 
this tune ; I'ou did not keep your promise to-night. 
Ah! Don Matthias, how will you exculpate i/ow^ 
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sel/f My error wa» a cruel one I But ypw ]B 
i%h me desei-vedly for my vanity, in fancying ihat 
business and amusement ■were all to give way be- 
fore the pleasure of neeing Donna Clara de J 
doza! After thia pretty note, lie made me ^ 
anotlier, as if from a lady, who Bacrificed a j 
to him J and then a third, whose fair writer offered, 
if she could rely on his discretion, to embark with 
him for the shores of Cytherean enchantment. It 
was not enough to dictate these love-sick etraiiiB ; 
he forced me to subscribe them, with the most high- 
flying names in Madrid. I could not forhear liint- 
ing at some little hazard in a\\ tliia, but he begged 
me to keep my eage counsels, till they were called 
for. I waa obliged to hold my tongue, and dispatch 
his orders out of hand. That done, he got up and 
dressed, with my assistance. The letters were put 
into his pocket, and out he went. 1 followed him 
to dinner, with Don Juan de Moncade, who enter- 
tained five or six gentlemen of liis acquaintance 
that day. 

There was a grand set-out, and mirth, the beat 
relish, was not wanting to the banquet. All the 
guests contributed to enliven the conversation, some 
by wit and humor, others by anecdotes, of which 
the relaters were the heroes. My master would not 
lose so fine an opportunity of bringing our joint 
performances to beru". He read them audibly, and 
with so much assurance, that probably the whole 
party with the exception of his secretary, was taken 
in by the device. Among the company, before 
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wtom this trick was impudently played off, there 
was one pereon, by name Don Lope de Vclasco. 
This person, a very grave don, ingtead of making 
liimself merry, like the rest, with the fictitious tri- 
umphs of the reader, asked him coolly if the con- 
quest of Donna Clara had been achieved with any 
great difficulty? Leas than the least, answered Don 
Matthias; the advances were all on her side. She 
saw me in public, and took a fancy to my person. 
A scout was commissioned to follow me, and tliua 
she got at my name and condition. She wrote to 
me, and gave me an appointment, at an hour of the 
night, when the house was sure to be quiet. I was 
true as the needle to the pole ; her bed-chamber was 
the place .... But prudence and delicacy forbid 
my describing what pasaed there. 

At this instance of tender regard for the lady's 
character, Signor dc Velasco betrayed some very 
passionate workings, in his countenance. It was 
easy to see the interest he took in the subject. All 
these letters, said he to my master, looking at him 
with an eye of indignation and contempt, are infa^ 
mous forgeries; and, above all, that which you 
boast of having received from Donna Clara dc Men- 
doza. There is not, in all Spain, a more modest 
young creature than herself. For these two years, 
a gentleman, at least your equal in birth and per- 
sonal merit, has been trying every method of insin- 
uating himself into her heart. Scarcely have his 
assiduities extorted the slightest encouragement ; 
b)jl-X£ji,.i^-max il^itter himself that, if anything 
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beyond common civility had been granted a£ i 
it would have been to him only. Well, who 
to tlie contraiy? interrupted Don Matthias, 
bantering way. I agree with you, that the lady is 
a very pretty-beliaved young lady. On my part, I 
am a very pretty-behaved young gentleman. Ergo, 
you may rest assm-ed that nothing took place 
between us but wliat was pretty and well- 
behaved. Indeed I This is too much, interrupted 
Don Lope, in liia turn ; let us lay aside this unaea- 
Bonable jeeting. You are an impostor. Dunna 
Clara never gave you an appointment by night. 
Her reputation shall not be blackened by your 
ribaldry. But prudence and delicacy forbid my 
describing what must pass between you and me. 
With this retort on his lips, he looked contemptu- 
ously round, and withdrew with a menacing aspect, 
which anticipated serious consequences, to my judg^ 
ment. My master, whose courage was better than 
his CAUse, held the threats of Don Lope in derision. 
. A blockhead ! exclaimed he, bursting into a loud fit 
of laughter. Our knights-errant used to tilt for the 
beauty of their mistresses j this fellow would c 
in the lists, for the forlorn hojje of virtue in 1 
is more ridiculous than his prototypes. 

Vchtsco's retiring, in vain opposed by Monca 
occasioned no interruption to the merriment. The 
party, without thinking fiu^her about it, kept the 
ball up briskly, and did not part till they hud made 
free with the next day. We went to bed, that ja, 
my master and myself, about five o'clock in the 
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morning. Sleep sat heavy on my eyelids, and, as 
I thought, was taking permanent poaaeeaion thereof; 
but I reckoned without my hoat, or rathor without 
our porter, who came and waked me in an hour, to 
aay that there was a lad inquiring for me at the 
door. O, thou infernal porter ! muttered I, indis- 
tinctly, thi-ough the intcrsticea of a long yawn ; do 
you consider that I have but now got to betl ? Tell 
the little rascal that I am just asleep ; he must 
come again, by-and-by. He insists, replied Cer- 
berus, on speaking with you inatantly ! his business 
cannot wait. As that was the case, I got up, put 
on nothing but my breeches and doublet, and went 
down stairs, swearing and gaping. My friend, 
said I, be so good as to let me know what urgent 
affiiir procures ine the honor of seeing you »o early ? 
I have a letter, answered he, to deliver personally 
into the handa of Signer Don Matthias, to be read 
by him without loss of time ; it is of the last con- 
sequence to liira ; pray, show me into his room. 
As I thought the matter looked serious, I took the 
liberty of disturbing my master. Excuse nie, said 
I, for waking you, but the pressing nature .... 
What do you want ? interrupted he, just in my style, 
with the porter. Sir, said the lad, who was at my 
elbow, here is a letter from Don Lope de Velasco. 
Don Matthias looked at the cover, broke it, and, 
after reading the contents, said to the messenger of 
Don Lope, My gootl fellow, I never get up before 
noou, let the piu'ty be ever so agreeable; judge 
whether I can he expected to be stirring by s 
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the morning for a smallnsword recreation. Ysti 
may tell your master, that, if he cJiooses tu kick his 
heels at the spot till half past twelve, we will come 
and see how he looks there ; carry him tliat answer. 
With tills flippant speech, he plunged down snugly 
ujider the bed-clotlies, and fell iast asleep again, as 
if nothing had happened. 

Between eleven and twelve, he got up and dressed 
himself, witii the utmost composure, and went out, 
telling me that there was no occasion fur my attend- 
ance ; but I was too much on the tenterhooks aixiut 
the result to mind his orders. I sneaked after him, 
to Saint Jerome's meadow, where I saw Don Lope 
de Velasco waiting for him. I took my station to 
watch them ; and was an eye-witness to all the cir- 
cumstances of tlieir rencounter. They saluted, and 
began their fierce debate without delay. The en- 
gagement lasted long. They exchanged thrusts 
alternately, with equal sldll and mettle. The vic- 
tory, however, was on the side of Don Lope ; he 
ran my master through, laid him helpless on the 
ground, and made his escape, with apparent satisfac- 
tion at the severe reprisal. I ran uji to the unfor- 
tunate Don Mattliiafi, and found him in a most des- 
perate situation. The sight melted me, I could 
not help weeping at a catastrophe to which I had 
been an involuntary contributor, Nevertheless, with 
all sympathy, I had still my little wita about me. 
Home went I, in a hurry, without saying a word. 
1 made up a bundle of my own goods and chattels, 
inadvertently slipping in some odd articles, belong- 
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ing to my master ; and when I luid deposited t 
with tlie barber, where my dresa, aa a fine ges 
tleman, waa still lodged, I published the news 
fetal accident. Any gaper might have it for thl 
trouble of listening ; and, above all, I took care 1 
make Itodriguez acquainted with it. Re would hart 
been extremely afiiieted, but that his own procee 
ings in this delicate case required all his attentioi 
He called the servants togetlier, ordered them to fol- 
low him , and we went all together, to Saint Jerome's 
meadow. Don Matthias was taken up aUve, but 
he died three hours after he was brought hom 
Thu s ended the life of Signor Don Mattliias de Sil^ 
o nly for having taken a fancy to reading suppoi 
ititious love-letters unseasonably. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Some days after the funeral, the eatabliahmei 
was paid up and discharged. I fixed my hea 
quarters with the little barber, in a very close coi 
neetion, with wliora I began to live. It seemed \ 
promise more pleasure tiian with Melendez. Asg 
was in no want of money, it was time enough ;| 
think of another place; besides, I had got to I 
rather nice on that head. I would not go into sa 
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vice any more, but in familiea above the vulgar, 'la 
Bhort, I was detenniued to Inquire, very strictly, 
into the obaractcr of a new pitwe. The best would 
not be too goixl ; such high pretensions did the late 
valet of a young nobleman think himself entitled to 
assiune above the common herd of servants. 

Waiting till fortune siiouid throw a situation in 
my way, worthy to be honored by my acceptance, I 
thought I could not do better tlian to devote my 
leisure to my charming Laura, whoni I had not seen 
since tlie pleasant occurrence of oiu- double discov- 
ery. I could not venture on dressing as Don Caisar 
de Kibera ; it would have been an act of madness to 
have assumed that style but as a disguise. Besides 
that, my own suit was uot much out of condition ; 
all smaller articles liad propagated miraculously in 
the aforesaid bundle. I made myself up, therefore, 
with the barber's aid, as a sort of middle man, be- 
tween Don Cieear and Gil Bias. In this dcuii- 
charaeter,.! toocked.at Areenia'a door. Laura was 
alone in the parlor where we had met last. Ah ! 
is it you, cried she, as soon as slie saw me ; I 
tiiought you were lost. You have had leave to 
come ajid see me for this week ; but it seems you 
are modest, and do not presume too much on your 
license. 

I made my apology on the score of my master's 
death, with my own engagements consequent tliere- 
upon ; and I added, in the spirit of gallantry, that 
in my greatest perplexities my lovely Laura had 
always been foremost in my thoughtfli That being 
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BO, said she, I have no more reproaches to make ; 
and I will frankly own that I have thought of you. 
As Boon as I was acquainted with the untimely end 
of Dou Matthias, a plan occuiTed to me, probably 
nnt r[]iif:f> fUBplpHsino; to you. I have -heiud^ -Biy 
__iaip.tr_eas_sayi some time ago, that she wanted a sort 
of man of business — a good aritlunctician — to keep 
an exact account of our outgoings. I fixed my afFec- 
tiona on your lordship ; you seem exactly calculated 
for such an office. I feel myself, answered I, a 
stewai-d by inspiration, I have read all that Aris- 
totle has written on finance ; and, as for reducing it 
to the modem syatem of book-keeping .... But, 
my dear girl, there is one impediment in the way. 
What impediment? said Laura, I have sworn, replied 
I, never again to live with a commoner ; I have swom 
by Styx, or something else as binding. If Jupiter 
could not burst the links of such an oath, judge 
whether a poor servant ought not to be bound by it, 
Wliat do you mean by a commoner? rejoined the 
impetuous abigail ; for what do you take us ac- 
tresses ? Do you take us fur the ribs of the limbs 
of the law I for attorney's wives ? I would have yon 
to know, my friend, that actresses rank with the first 
nobility ; being ordy common to the uncommon, and, 
therefore, though common, uncommonly illustrious. 
On that footing, my uncommon commoner, said 
I, the post you have destined for me is mine ; I 
shall not lower my dignity by accepting it. No ; to 
be sure, said she ; backwards and forwards between 
a puppy of fashion, and a she-wolf of the stage; 
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vhy, it ie exactly preserving an equilibrium of rank 
in the creation. We are eympathetic animals, just 
on a level with the people of quality. We have our 
equipages in tlie same style ; we give our little sup- 
pers on the same scale ; and, on the broad ground, 
we are just of as much use in civil society. In fact, 
to draw a parallel between a marquis and a player 
through the space of four and twenty hours, they 
are just on a par. The niarqiiia, for three fourths 
of the time, ranks above the player by politiial 
courtesy and sufferance ; the player, during his 
hour on the stage, overtops the marquis in the part 
of an emperor or a king, which he better knows how 
to enact. Thus, there seems to be a balance be- 
tween natural and politiciil nubility, which places us 
at least on a level with the Uve lumber of tlie comt. 
Yes, truly, replied I, you are a match for one 
another, there is no gainsaying it. Bless tbeir dear 
hearts I the playera are not men of straw, as I fool- 
ishly believed, and you have made my mouth water 
to serve such a worshipful fraternity. Well, then, 
resumed she, you have only to come back again in 
two days. That time will be sufficient to incline 
my mistress in your favor ; I will speak up for yo* 
She is a little under my influence ; I do not i 
bringing you under tliis roof. 

I thanked Laura for her good dispositions. My 
gratitude took the readiest way to prove itself to her 
comprehension ; and my tender thrillings expressed 
more than words. We had a pretty long conversa- 
tion together, and it might have lasted till this time. 
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if a little skipping fellow had not come to tell i 
nymph of the aide ecenee, that Arsenia was inqui 
ing for her. We parted. I left the house, in the 
Bweet hope of soon living there Bcot-free ; and my 
face waa shown up again at the door in two days. 
I was looking out for you, said my accomplished 
scout, to assure you, that you are a messmate at this 
house. Come, follow me ; I will introduce you to 
my mistress. At these words, she led mc into a 
suite of five or six rooms on a floor, in a regular 
gradation of costly fmniture and taateftil equipment. 
What luxury ! What magnificence ! I thought 
myself in presence of a vice-queen, or, to mend the 
poverty of the comparison, in a, fairy palace, where 
all the riches of the earth were collected. In fact, 
there were tlie proJuctioDB of many people and of 
many countries, so that one might describe tliis resi- 
dence as the teinjjle of a goddess, wliither every 
traveller brouglit some rare product of his native 
land, as a votive offering. The divinity was reclin- 
ing on a voluptuous, satin sofa: she was lovely in 
my eyes, and pampered with the fumes of daily sacr 
rifiees. She was in a tempting dishabille, and her 
polished hands were elegantly busy about a new 
head-dress for her ajipearance that evening. Madam, 
said the abigtul, here is that said steward ; take my 
word for it you will never get one more to your 
liking. Arsenia looked at me very inquisitively, and 
did not find me disagreeable. AVhy, this is some- 
thing, Laura 1 cried she ; a very smart youth, truly ; 
I foresee that we shall do very well together. Then 



directing her discourse to me, Young man, added 
she, yon suit me to a hair, and I have only one 
observation to make : you will be pleased with mo, 
if I am so with you. I answered, that I should do 
my utmost to serve her to her heart's content. Ab 
I found that the bargain was struck, I went im 
diately to ('etc)i in my own little accomn 
and returned to take formal possession. 



CHAPTER X. 



iiucji SUCH A.voTiisa a 



E FOREOO/yo. 



It was near the time of the doors opening. My 
mistress told me to attend her to the theatre with 
Laura. We went into her dressing-room, where 
she tfu-ew oft" her ordinary attire, and assumed a 
more splendid costume for the stage. When the 
performance began, Laura showed me the way, and 
seated herself by my side, where I could see and 
hear the aetors to advantage. They disgusted me 
for the most part, doubtless because Don Pompeyo 
had prejudiced me against them. Several of them 
were loudly applauded, but the fable of the pig 
would now and tlien come across my mind. 

Laura told me the names of the actors and actresaea 
as they made their entrances. Nor did she stop 
there, for the hussey gave some lughly-seasoned 
anecdotes into the bargain. lier characters were, 
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crack-brain for this, impertinent fellow for that. 
That delicate aample of sin, who depends on her 
wantonnesa for her atfractiona, goes by the name of 
Eosarda : a ball sjieculation for the company ! She 
ought to be sent with the next cargo to New Spain, 
she may answer the purpose of a viceroy. Take 
particular notice of that brilliant star now coming 
forward ; that magnificent setting sun, increasing in 
bulk as its fires become less livid. That is Casilda. 
If from that distant day when she first laid herself 
open to her lovers, she had required from each of 
them a brick to build a pyramid, like an ancient 
Egyptian princeaa, the edifice by this time would 
have mounted to the third heaven. In short, Iriiura 
tore all character to pieces by her scandal. Heaven 
forgive her wicked tongue I She blasphemed her 
own mistress. 

And yet I must own my weakness. I was in love 
with the wench, though her morals were not strictly 
pure. She scandalized with so winning a malignity 
that one liked her the better for it. Off went the 
jill-flirt between the acta, to see if Arsenia wanted 
her; but instead of coming straight back to her 
place, she amused herself beliind the scenes, in lay- 
ing herself out for the little flatteries of all the 
wheedling fellows. I dogged her once, and found 
that she had a very large ac(jUHintancc. No leus 
than three i>layer8 did I reckon up, who stopped to 
chat with her one after the other, and they seemed 
to be on a very improvable footing. This was not 
quite so well ; and, for the first time ia my ^&, l4t| 
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what Jealousy was. I returned to my eeat so abacut 
and out of spirits, that Laura remarked it a 
ehc came back to me. AVhat is the matter, Gi^j 
Slas? said she with astonishment; what blue del 
has perclied upon your shoulder in my 
You loi>k gloomy and out of temper. My faiti 
queen, answered I, it is not without reason; 
have an ugly kick iu your gallop. I have obser^ 
you with tlie players . . . So, so ! An admirable 
subject for a long face, interrupft^i she with a laugh. 
What ! That is your trouble is it ? Why really ! 
You are a very silly swain ; but you will get better 
notions among us. You will fall by degress into 
our easy maimers. No jealousy, my dear creature ; 
you will be completely laughed out of it in the 
theatrical world. The passion is scarcely known 
there. Fathers, husbands, brothers, uncles, and 
cousins, are all upon a liberal plan of community 
and often make a strange jumble of relationships. ■ 
AfbiT having warned me to take no umbrage, t 
to look at everything like a philosophical spectator, 
she vowed that I was the lmpj)y mortal who had 
found the way to her lieart, She then declared tl 
fihe should love nie always, and only me. On t 
ranee, which a man might have doubted witlw 
criminal scepticism, I promised her not to be aloi 
any more, and kept my word. I saw her, on t] 
very evening, whisper and giggle with more ; 
than one. At the end of the play we returned l 
with our mistress, whither Flnrimonde came i 
after to supper, with three old noblemen ; 
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player. Besides Laura and myself, the establieh- 
ment coneisted of a cook-mai<l, a coachman, and a 
little footboy. We all labored in our respective vo- 
cationa. The lady of the frying-pan, no less an 
adept than dame Jauintha, waa assisted in her 
cookery by tlie coachman. The waiting-woman and 
the little footboy laid the cloth, and 1 Bet ont the 
sideboard, magnificently furaisheJ with plate, offerL-d 
up at the shrine of our green-room guddeaa. There 
was every variety of wines, and I played the cup- 
bearer, to show my mistress the ^'eraatility of my 
talents. I sweated at the impudence of the actresses 
during eup|jer ; they gave themselves quidity airs, 
and affected tlie tone of high life. Fai- from giving 
their guests all their style and titles, they did not 
even vouchsafe a simple " Your lordship," but called 
them familiarly by their proper names. To be sure, 
the old fools encouraged their vanity by forgetting 
their own distance. The player, for his part, in the 
habits of the heroic cast, lived on equal terms with 
them ; he challenged them to drink, and in every 
respect took the upper hand. In good truth, said I 
to myself, wliile Laura was demonstrating the 
equality of the marquis and the comedian during the 
day, she might have drawn a still stronger inference 
for the night, since they pass it so merrily in drink- 
ing together. 

Areenia and Florimonde were naturally frolicsome. 
A thousand broad hints cscajKid them, intermingled 
with small lavors, and then a coquettish revolt at 
their own freedom, which were all seasoned exactly- 
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[ to the taste of these old eiimers. While my n 
tress was entertaining one of them with a little 
harmless toying, lior friend, between the other 

I elders, had not taken the cue of Susanna. "VAHiile I 

f was contemplating tliia picture, iphieh hiul but too 

I many attractions for a knowing youth like c 
dessert was brought in. Then I set the bottles a 

I glasses on the table, and made my escape to t 
with Laura, who was waiting for me. How r 
Gil Bias, said she, what do you think of thati 
noblemen above stairs? Doubtless, answerefl 

I they are deeply smitten with jVrsenia and Florimonde. " 
No, replied she, they are old sensualists, who hang 
about our sex without any particular attaclunent. 
All they ask is some little frivolous compliance, and 

I they are generous enough to pay well for tlie least 

]■ tritie of amorous endearment. Hea\'en be praised I 
riorimonde and my mistress are at present without 

I any serious engagements ; I mean that they hn\e no 
husband-like loi'ers, who expect to engross all the 

I pleasures of a house, because they stand to the ex<^ 
pcnscs. For my part, I am very glad of it : i 
maintain that a sensible wom.an of the world ou^ 
to rcfiisc all such monopolies. Wliy take a 
It is better to support an establishment by r 
trade, than to confine ono's self to chamber pra 
on such terms. 

AVhen Laura's tongue was wound up , — and it w 

, eeldom down, — words seemed to cost her nothi 
What a glorious volubility ! She told a thousti 
stories of tlie actresses belonging to the prince's C 
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pany ; and I gathered from her whole drift that I 
could not be better situated to take a scieuti&t view 
of the cardinal vices. [Tnfortunately, I was at an 
age when tliey inspire but little horror; and this 
abigail had the art of coloring her corruptions bo 
lusciously, as to hide their deformities, and heighten 
their meretricious lure. She hud not time to open 
the tenth part of her theatrical budget, for she did 
not talk more tlian three hours. The senators and 
the player went away with Florimonde, whom tliey 
saw safe home. 

Wlien they were gone, my mistress said to me : 
Here, Gil IMas, are ten pistoles to go to market to- 
morrow. Five or six of our gentlemen and ladies 
are to dine here, take care that we are well served. 
Matlam, anawered I, with this eum there aliall be a 
banquet for the whole troop. My friend, replied 
Arsenia, correct your phraseology; you must say 
company, not troop. A troop of robbers, a troop 
of beggars, a troop of authors ; but a company of 
comedians, especially when you hai'O to mention tlie 
actors of Madrid. I begged my mistress's pardon 
for having used so disreapectftd a term, and entreated 
her to excuse my ignorance. I protested tliat hence- 
forward, when I spoke collectively of so august a 
body, I would always say the "company." 
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CHAPTER XL 

A tbeathical life and as AurmR'a 

I TOOK the field the next morning, to open i 
campaign an steward. It was a fist day, for whidi 
reason I bought some good fat chickens, rabbits, 
partridges, and every variety of game. jVs the 
gentlemen of the eocJc and buskin are not on the best 
possible terms with the church, they are not over 
scrupulous in their observance of the rubric, 
brought home provisions more than enough ft 
dozen portly gentlemen to have fjtsted on during'^ 
whole Lent. The cook had a good morning's v/oA 
While BJic was getting dinner ready, Arsenia got up 
and spent the early part of the day at her toilet. At 
noon came two of the players, Signor Eosimiro and 
Signor Ricardo. Afterwards, two actresses, Con- 
stonuc and Cclinanra ; then entere d Florimond e, 
attended by a man who had ail the appearanceof a 
most spruce cavalier. He had his hair dressed in 
the most elegant manner, his liat set off witli a 
feshionable plume, very tight breeches, and a shirt 
with a laced frill. His gloves and his handkerchief 
were in the hilt of liia sword, and he wore his cloak 
with a grace altogether peculiar to himself. 

With a pre^TOssessing physiognomy, and a good 
person, there was something extraordinary in ttie 
first blush of him. This gentleman, said I to my- 
self, must be an original. I was not mistaken ; hig 
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singulariries were etriking. On his entrance, he ran, 
witli ojien arms, and embrneed the compiiny, male 
and female, one after another. His griinaeea were 
more extravagant than any I had yet seen in this 
region of foppery. My predietion was not falsified 
by liis discourse. He dwelt with fondness on every 
syllable he uttered, and pronounced his words in an 
emphatic tone, witli gestures and glances artfiiUy 
adapted to the subject. I had the curiosity to ask 
Laura who this strange figure might be. I forgive 
you, said she, this instance of an inquisitive disposi- 
tion. It is impossible to see and to hear Signor 
Carlos Alonso de la Ventoleria fur the first time, 
without having such a natural longing. I will paint 
him to the life. In the first place, he was originally 
a player. He li'ft the stage through caprice, and 
has since repented in sober sadness of the step. Did 
you notice his dark hair? Every tliread of it is 
penciled, as well as his eyebrows and liis wliiskers, 
Ke wait born in the reign of Saturn's fatlier, ui the 
^e before tlie golden ; but as there were no parish 
registers at that time, he avails himself of the primi- 
tive barbarism, and dates at least twenty centuries 
below the true epoch. Moreover, his self-sufficiency 
keeps pace with his antiquity. He passed the 
olympiads of his youth in the grossest ignorance ; 
but taking a fancy to become learned about the 
Christian era, lie engaged a private tutor, who taught 
him to spell in Greek and Latin, Nay, more, he 
knows by heart an infinite number of good stories, 
which he has given so often as genuine, tliat he 
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actually begins to believe tticm himself. They are 
eternally pressed into the service, and it may truly 
be snid that liis wit shines at the expense of his 
jnemory. He ia thought to be a great actor. I am 
willing to believe it implicitly, but I muet own he ia 
not to my taste. He declaims here somedmea ; and 
I have observed, among other defects, an afiectation 
in his delivery, with a h-emul oneness of voice bonleiv 
ing on the antiquated and ridiculous. 

Such was the portrait, drawn by my abigail i 
this honorary epouter ; and never was mortal of | 
more stately carriage. He prided himself, too, 
being an agreeable companion. He never was at ■ 
ioBS for a commodity of trite remarks, which I 
delivered with an air of authority. On the oth 
liand, the Thespian fi-atemity were not much adi 
.dieted to silence . They began canvassing 
Lbsent collcftguea in a manner little consistent v 
ity, it must he owned ; but this is a f 
lonable in players as well aa ia authors. 
■e grew brisk and tlie satire personal. You hav( 
>t lieard, ladies, said Rosiimro, a new stroke • 
dear brother Cesarino. This very morning 1 
bought silk stockings, ribbons, and laces, and i 
them to rehearsal by a little page, as a present fi 
a countess. What a knavish ti-ick 1 said Signor di 
Ventoleria, witli a smile made up of fatuity aud c 
oeit. In my time there was more honesty : 
never thought of descending to such impoaitioiu 
'o be sure, women of fashion were tender of our i 
it«ntive faculties, nor did they leave such pure! 
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to be made out of our own pocketB ; it was their 
whini. By the houor of our house, said Ricai-do, lu 
the same strain, that whim of theirs ie lasting, and 
if it were allowable to kiss and tell . . . But one 
must be secret on these occasions ; above all when 
persons of a certain rank are concerned. 

Crcntlemen, interrupted Florinionde, a truce, if 
you pleaso, with your conqueata and auccessea, they 
are knoivTi over the whole earth. Apropos of Is- 
mene. It is said that the nobleman who has fooled 
away so much money upon her, has at length recov- 
ered his senses. Yes indeed, exclaimed Constance ; 
and 1 can tell you besides that she has lost, by the 
same stroke, a snug little hero of tlie counting- 
house, whose ruin would otherwise haie been signed 
and sealed. I have tlie tiling from the first hand. 
Her Mercury made an unfortunate mistake, for he 
carried a tender invitation to each, and delivered 
them wrong. These were great losses, my dai-Iing, 
quoth Florinionde. O ! as for that of the lord, 
replied Constance, it is a very trifling matter. The 
man of blood had almost run through liis estate, but 
the little fellow with the pen behind liia ear was but 
just coming into play, lie had never been fleeced 
before, it is a pity he should have escaped so easily. 

Such was the tenor of the conversation before 
ner, and it was not much mended in its morality; 
table. As I should never have done with tlie 
oital of all their ribaldry and nonsense, the readf 
will excuse the omission, and pass on to the entrance 
of a poor devil, yclept an author, who called just be- 
fore the cloth was taken away. 




Our little footboy came, aiid eaid to my e 
in an audible voice. Madam, -a- mail in-a4ij4y shirt, 
splashed up to his middle, with very much the look 
of a poet, eaving^your presence, wonts to epeak to 
you. Let him walk up, answered Armenia. Keep 
your seats, gentlemen, it is only an author. To be 
sme so it was, one whose tragedy had been acce[)ted, 
and he was bringing my mistress her part. Hie 
name was Pedro de Moya. On coming into the 
room he made five or six low bows to the company, 
whii neither rose nor took the least notice of him. 
Arsenia just returned his superabundant civihties with 
a slight inclination of the head. He came forward 
with tremor and embarrassment. He dropped his 
gloves and let liis hat fall. He ventured to pick 
them up again, then advanced towards my mistress, 
and presenting to her a paper with more eeremony 
tlian a defendant an affidavit to the judge of the 
court: Madam, said he, have the goodness to re- 
ceive under yom* protection the pait I take tlie lib- 
erty of offering you. She stretched out her hand 
for it witli cold and contenjptuous indifference ; nor 
did she condescend even to notice the compliment by 
a look. 

But our author was not disheartened. Seizing 
this opportunity to distribute the cast, he gave one 
character to Koaimiro and another to Florimonde, 
who treated hun just as genteelly as Arsenia had 
done. On the contrary, the low comedian, a very 
pleasant fellow, as those gentlemen for the most part 
affect to be, insulted liim witli the most cutting sar- 
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caems, Pedro de Moya was not mado of stone. 
Yet he dared not take up the aggressor, lest his 
piece should suffer for it. He withdrew without 
saying a word, but atung to the quick, aa it seemed 
to me, by his reception. He could not fail, in the 
transports of hia anger, mentally to apoatrophize the 
playera as they deserved ; and the players, when lie 
was gone, began to talk of authors in return with 
infinite deference and kindneaa. It should seem, 
said riorimonde, as if Signer de Moya did not go 
away very well pleased. 

Well I madam, cried Rosimiro, and why Ghould 
you trouble yourself about that? Are wo to study 
the feelinga of authors ? If we were to admit them 
upon equal terms, it would only be the way to spoil 
them. I know that contemptible Bquad ; I know 
them of old : they would soon forget their distance. 
There is no dealing with them but aa slaves ; and as 
for tiring their patience, never fear that. Though 
they may take tliemaelves off in a pet aometimos, 
the itch of writing brings tliem baek again ; and 
they are raised to the third heaven, if we will but 
condescend to support their pieces. You are right, 
said Arsenia ; we never lose an author till we bavo 
made his fortune. When that is done, as soon as 
we have provided for the ungrateful detils, they get 
to be in good case, and tlien they run restive. 
Luckily, the manager does not break his heart after 
them, and one is just as good aa another to the 
public. 

These liberal and esgacioas remarks met with their 



GIL BLAS. 

Wbll sbare of approbation. It was carried unani- 

tnously that authors, though treated nither too scurv- 

lily behind the scenes, were on the whole the obliged 

■persona. These frettera of an hour upon the stage 
BTaiiked the inhabitant of Parnassus beJow themselves ; 
Wmd malice could not degrade him lower. 



CHAPTER XII. 

I Offi BLAB ACQUmSS A REliaw FOR THE THEJlTRB, Aim TAXXa 
FULL aWISB OF ITS fLEASUKES, BCT SOON BBCOMBB 

IBUSTED. 

The party sat at the table till it was time to go to 
Bthe theatre. I went after them, and saw the play 
J again that evening. I took such delight in it, that 

I I was for attending every day. I never missed, and 
I hy degrees got accustomed to the actors. Such is 
I the force of )iabit. I was particularly delighted 

■%itli those who were most «rtificial and unnatural ; 
I'&or was I singular in my taste. 

The beauties of composition affected me much tm 
f the same principle as the excellence of representatiM 
T There were some pieces with which I was ( 
[ tured. I liked, among others, those which brouj 
C all the cardinals or the twelve peers of Franof 
t'Upon the stage. I got hold of etriking passages ii 
!■ these incomparable ^terformances. I I'ecollect tha|n 
Jin two days I learned by heart a whole play, called^ 
\ The Queen of Flowers, The Eose, who was t 
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queen, had the Violet for her maid of honor, and 
the Jessamine for Iier prime minister, I could con- 
ceive nothing more elegant or refine<l : such produc- 
tions seemed to be tlie triumph of our Spanish wit 
and invention. 

I was not content to store my memory and disci- 
pline my mind with the choicest selections from these 
dramatic masterpieces : but I was bent on polisliing 
my taate to the liighest perfection. To secure this 
grand object, I listened mth greedy ears to every 
word which fell from the lips of the players. If 
they commended a piece, I was ravished by it : but 
suppose they pronounced it bad ? why then I main- 
tained that it was infernal stuff. I conceived that 
they must determine the merits of a play, as a jew- 
eller the water of a diamond. And yet the tragedy 
by Pedro de Moya was eminently successfiil, though 
they hod predicted ita entire miscarriage . This , 
however, was no disparagement of their critical skill 
in my estimation ; and I had ratlier believe the audi- 
ence to be divested of conmion sense, thim doubt the 
infallibility of the company. But they assured me 
on all hands, that their judgments were usually con- 
firmed by the rule of contraries. It seemed to be a. 
maxim with them, to set their faces point-blank 
against tlie taste of the public ; and as a proof of 
ihie, tJicre were a thousand cases in point of unex- 
pected successes and failures. All these testimonies 
were scarcely sufficient to undeceive me. 

I shall never forget what happened one day at the 
first representation of a new comedy. The perfo 
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ers hiul pronounced it uninteresting and iwlioua ; 
they had even prophesied that it would not \m heard 
to the end. Under this impression, they got through 
the first act, which was loudly appluuded. This was 
very astonishing 1 They played tlie second act ; the 
audience liked it still belter than the first. Tlie act- 
ors were confounded. ^\'Tiat tlie de\-il, said Roei- 
miro, this comedy succeeds 1 At last tliey went on in 
the third act, wliich rose as a third act ought to rise. 
I am quite thrown upon my back, said Ilicordo ; we 
thought tills piece woidd not he relished ; and iill the 
world are mad atWr it. Gentlemen, said ond of 
players arcldy, it is because we happened accident 
to overlook all tlie wit. 

From this time I held my opinion no longer of 
players as competent judges, and began to appreciate 
their merit more truly tlian they had estimnted that 
of the authors. All the lampoons which were cur- 
rent about them were fully justified. The actors and 
actresses ran riot on tlie applause of the town, and 
stood so liigh in their own conceit, as to think 
that they conferred a favor by appearing on the 
boards. I was shoebcJ at their public misconduct j 
but unfortunately reconciled myself too easily to their 
private manners, and plunged into debauchery. How 
could I do otherwise ? Every word they uttered was 
poison in the ears of youth, and every scene that was 
presented, an alluring picture of corruption. Had I 
been a stranger to what passed with Caailda, witji. 
Constance, and with ihe other actresses. 
house alone would have been sufficient for my 
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Besidea the old noblemen of whom I have spoken, 
there came thither young debauchees of fashion, who 
forestalled their inheritances by the disinterested me- 
diation of money-lenders ; and sometimes we had 
officers under government, who were so far from 
receiving feea, as at their public boards, that they 
paid moat exorbitant ones for the privilege of mixing 
with such worshipfiil society. 

Florknonde, who lived at next door, dined and 
supped with Arsenia every day. Their long inti- 
'macy surprised every one. Coquettes wei-e not 
thought usually to maintain so good an imderstand- 
ing with each other. It was concluded that they 
would quarrel, sooner or later, about some para- 
mour; but such reasonera could not see into tlie 
hearts of these e,\eniplary friends. They were united 
in tlie bonds of indissoluble love. Instead of har- 
boring jealousy, like other women, they had every- 
thing in common. They had rather divide the plun- 
der of mankind, than childishly fall out, and contend 
for trumpery, as hearts and affections. 

Laura, after the example of these two illustrioua 
partnera, turned the fresh season of youth to the beat 
advantage. She had told me that I should see 
strange doings. And yet I did not take up the 
jealous part. I had promised to adopt tlie princi- 
ples of the company on tliat score. For some days 
I kei)t my thoughts to myself. I only just took the 
liberty of asking her tlie names of the men whom slie 
favored with her private ear. She always told me that 
they were uncles or cousins. From what a prolific 
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fainily was she siirung I King Priam had no Inc4c 
in propagation, compared witJi Jier ancestors. Nor 
did tJiia precious abigail confine herself to her uncles 
and cousins : she went now and then to lay a trap 
for unwary aliens, and personate the widow of qual- 
ity under the auspices of the discreet old dowager 
above mentioned. In short, Laura, to hit oif her 
cliaracter exactly, was just as young, just as pretty, 
and just as loose as her iniatreaa, who had no other 
advantage over bcr than that of figuring in a more 
public capacity. 

I was borne down by t!ie torrent for three weeks, 
and ran the career of dissipation in my turn. But I 
must at the same time say for myself, tliat in the 
midst of pleasure I frequently felt the still small 
Toice of conscience, arising from the impression of a 
serious edueatio'n, which mixed gall in the Circean 
cup. Riot could not altogether get the better of 
remorse : on tlie contrary, the pangs of the last grew 
keener witli the more sliameful indulgence of tlie 
first ; imd, by a happy eifect of my temperament, 
the disorders of a theatrical life began to make me 
shudder. All! wretch, said I to myself, is it thua 
that you make good the hopes of your family ? la 
it not enough to have thwarted their pious inten- 
tions, by not following your destined course of life 
as an instructor of youth ? Need your condition of 
a servant hinder you from living decently and sober- 
ly ? Are such monsters of iniquity fit cumpanioof 
"for you? Envy, hatred, and avarice are predoig 
^ant here ; intemperance and idleness have purchai 



HE DECIDES ON LEAVING ARSENIA, 307 

the fee-simple there ; the pride of some is aggravated 
into the most barefaced impudence, and modesty is 
turned out of doors, by the common consent of all. 
The business is settled : I will not live any longer 
with the seven deadly sins. 



GIL ^^^^^^^^H 

BOOK THE ^^^^^^H 

CHAPTER I. ^^^1 

•BEixe ahle to recoscilb uimself to i^^^^^| 

THE ACTRESSSB, QUITS ARSENU. AND ^"Vf^^^^k 
e£ REFUTABLE SEBYICE. ^^^H 



r-BEixe ahle to recoscilb 

ACTRESSSB, QUITS ARSENIA. 
INTO A JtOHE ltEFVrABl.E aER 

A SURVIVING Spark of honor and of religion, 
the midat of so general depra\ity, mode me resolve 
not only to leave Arsenia, but e^en to abjure all 
commerce with Laura, whom yet 1 could not cease 
to love, though I waa well aware of her daily incon- 
stancy. Happy tlte man who can tEus^^fofit by 
those appeals, which occasionally interrupt the head- 
long course of his pleasures I One fine morning, 
r made up my bundle, and, without reckoning with 
Arsenia, wlio indeed owed me next to nothing, with- 
out taking leave of my dear Laura, I burst from 
that mansion, which smelt of brimstone and fire 
reserved for the wicked. I had no sooner taken so 
virtuous a step, than providence interfered in my 
behalf. I met the steward of my late master, Don 
JVIatthios, and greeted hitit ; he knew me again at 
once, and stopped to enquire where I lived, I 
answered that I had just left my place ; that after 
staying near a month with Arsenia, whose manners 
did not at all suit me, I was come away by a sudden 
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impulse of virtue, to save my innocence. Tlic stew- 
ard, juBt as if he had been himself of a religioua 
cast, commended my ecmples, and offei-eil' me a 
place much to my advantage, since I was so chaste 
and honest a youth. He kept his word, and in- 
troduced me, on that very day, into the family of 
Don Vincent de Gusman, with whose agent he wjta 
acquainted. 

I could not have got into a better service ; nor did 
I repent in the sequel of having accepted the situa- 
tion. Don Vincent was a very rich old nobleman, 
who had lived many years unincumbered with law- 
suits or with a wife. The physicians had removed 
the last plague out of tlie way, in their attempta to 
rid her of a cough, which might have lasted a great 
while longer, if the remedies had not been more fatal 
than the disease. Far from thinking of t!ie holy 
state a second time, he gave himself up entirely to 
the education of his only daughter Ain-ora, who was 
then entering her twenty-sisth year, and might pass 
for an accomplished person. With Beauty above the 
common, she had an excellent and highly-cultivated 
understanding. Her father was a poor creature aa 
to intellect, but he possessed the happy talent of 
looking well afier his affairs. One fault he had, of 
a kind excusable in old men : he was an incessant 
talker, especially about war and fighting. If that 
string was unfortunately touched in liia presence, in 
a moment he blew his lieroic trumpet, and Ida hear- 
ers might think themselves lucky if they compounded 
for a gazette extraordinary of two sieges and three 
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battles. As he had spent two thirds of hia life i 
the Bejrice, his memory was an inexliaiistible depot 
of various faets ; but the pitience of the liateners did 
not always keep pace with the perseverance of the 
relater. The stories, sufficiently prolix themseh-es, 
were still further spun out by stuttering, so that tJie 
manner was still less happy than the matter. In all 
other respects, I never met with a noblemau of a 
more aauable character : his temper was even ; he 
was neither obstinate nor capricious ; tlic general 
alternative of men in the higher ranks of life. 
Though a good economist, he lived hkc a gentleman. 
Hia estabhshment was composed of several men 
servimta, and three women in waiting on Aurora. 
I soon discovered that 'the steward of Don ilattliiaa 
liad procured me a good post, and my only anxiety 
was to establish myself firmly in it. I took all 
possible pains to feel the {ground imdcr my feet, and 
to study tlie cliaracters of the whole household : then 
regulating my conduct by my discoveries, I was not 
long in ingratiating myself with my master and all 
the servants. 

I had been with Don Vincent above a month, 
when it struck me tliat Hs^llaH^TtFP was very par- 
ticular in her notice of me above all the servants in 
the family. Whenever lier eyes happened accidently 
to meet mine, they seemed to be suffused with a 
certain partial complacency, which did not enter into 
her sUent communications with the vulgar. Had it 
not been for my haunts among the coxcombs of the 
theatrical tribe and their fiangers-on, it would never 
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have entered into my head tiat Aurora should throw 
away a tliought on mc : but my brain bad bcrn a 
little turned among thoae gentry, from whose liber- 
tine suspicions of ladies of the noblest birth are not 
always held sacred. If, eaid I, those chronicles of 
the age are to be believed, fancy and high blood lead 
women of quality a dance, in which they sometimes 
join hands with unequal partners : how do I know 
but my young mistress may caper to a tune of my 
piping? But no ; it cannot be so, neither. Tliie is 
not one of your Messalinas, who, derogating from 
the lofliness of ancestry, unworthily let down their 
regards to the dust, and sully their pure honor witli- 
out a blush : but rather one of those virtuously ap- 
prehensive, yet tender-liearted girls, who encircle 
their softness witliin the insurmountable pale of 
delicacy ; yet think it no tampering with cliastity, to 
inspire and cherish a sentimental dame, interesting 
to the heart without being dangerous to the monds. 

Sucli were my ideas of my mistress, ivithnut 
knowing exactly whether they were right or wrong. 
And yet, when we met, she was continually caught 
with a smile of satisfaction on lier countenance. 
Without passing fiir a fop, a man might gi^e in to 
such flattering appearances ; and a philosophical 
apathy was not to be e5[)ectcd from me. I conceived 
Aurora to have been deeply smitten with my irresisti- 
ble attractions, and looked on myself henceforth in 
the light of a iavored attendant, whose servitude was 
to be sweetened by the balmy infusion of love. To 
appear in some measure less unworthy of the bless- 
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ingB, which propitious fortune had kept in store 1 
me, I began to take better care of my jwraon than I 
had done heretofore. I Iai<l out my slender stock of 
money in linen, pomatums, and esaencee. The first 
thing in the morning was to prank up and i>erfum9 
myself, mo aa not to be in an undress in case of being 
sent for into the presence of my mistress. With 
these attentions to personal elegance and other dex- 
terous strokes in the art of pleasing, I flattered 
myself that the moment of my bliss was not veiy 
distant. 

Among Aurora's women there was one who went 
by the name of Ortiz. This was an old dowager, 
who had been a fixture in Don Vincent's family for 
more than twenty yeara. She had been about his 
daughter from her childhood, and still held the office 
oi' duenna ; but she no longer performed the invidi- 
ous part of the duty. On the contrary, instead of 
blazoning, as formerly, Aurora's IttUe indiscretions, 
her skill was how employed in throwing them into 
shade. One evening. Dame Ortiz, having watched 
her opportunity of speaking to me without observa- 
tion, said, in a low voice, that if I was close and 
trustworthy, I had only to be in the garden at mid- 
night, when a scene would be laid open in which I 
should not be sorry to be an actor. I answered the 
duenna, pressing her hand significantly, that I would 
not fail, and we parted in a hurry for fear of surprise. 
Ho>v the hours lagged from this moment tUl supper 
time, though we supped very early. Then again, 
from supper to my master's bed time ! It should 
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seem as if the march of the whole family was time*! 
to a largo movement. By way of lielping forward 
the fidgets, when Don Vincent withdrew to his 
chamber, the ttrmy waa put on the war estahliah- 
ment, and we were obliged to fight the campaigns in 
Portugal over again, though my eara had not re- 
oovered from the din of the last cannonade. But a 
fevor from which I had hitherto made my escape, 
was reserved for this eventful evening. He repeated 
the army list from beginning to end, with copious 
digressions on the exploits of those officers who had 
diBtingiiished themselves in his time. O, my poor 
tympanum I It was almost cracked before we got 
to the end. Time, however, will wear out even on 
old man's story, and he went to bed. 1 immediately 
went to my own little chamber, whence there was a 
way into the garden by a private staircase. I de- 
pended on my purchase of perfumery for overcoming 
the effluvia of the day's drudgery, and put on a clean 
sliirt highly scented. When every invention had 
been pressed into the service to render my person 
worthy of its destiny, and cherish the fondness of my 
mistreaa, I went to tlic appointment. 

Ortiz was not there. I concluded that, tired of 
waiting for me, she had gone back to her chamber, 
and that the hap[iy moments of philandering was 
over. I laid all the blame on Don Vincent ; but 
jtist as I waa singing Tc Dcum backwards for hia 
campaigna, I heard the clock atrike ten. To be aure 
it must be wrong I It could not be less than one 
o'clock. Yet I was bo egregioualy out in my reckon- 
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ing, tliat Ml a quarter of an hour aft«nrardBT I 
counted ten upon my fingers by the clock at ne\t 
door. Vastly vrell, tliouyht I to myself, I have ouly 
two uompietc hours to ventilate my passion here al 
fresco. At least they shall not complain uf me for 
want of punctuality. What shall I do with myself 
till twelve ? Suppose wo take a turn about tliie 
garden and settle our cues in the delicious drama 
just going to be brought on the stage ; it la my first 
appearance in so principal a character. I am not 
yet sufficiently well read in the crotchets of yoiu" 
quality dames. I know how to tickle a girl in a 
stuff gown, or an actress : You swagger up to them 
with an easy, impudent a^urance, and pop the 
question without making any bones of it. But one 
must take a female of condition on a very different 
tack. It seems to me, that in this case the happy 
swain must be well bred, attentiie, tender, respeetn 
ful, witiiout degenerating into bashfulness. Instead 
of taking his happiness by storm, he must plant his 
amorous desires in ambuscade, and wait till the gar- 
rison is asleep, and the outworks defenceless. 

Thus it was tliat I argued, and such were tlie pre- 
concerted plans of my campaign with Aurora. After 
a few tedious minutes, according to my calculation, 
I was to experience the ecstasy of finding myself at 
tlie feet of that lovely creatnre, and pom:ing forth a 
torrent of impassioned nonsense. I scraped together 
in my memory all the clap-traps in our stock-plays, 
which were most successful with the audience, and 
might best set off my pretensions to spirit and gal- 
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lantry. I trusted to my own iwlroitneBS for the ap- 
plication, and hoped, after the example of some 
playcra in tlie list of my acquaintance, bringing only 
a stock of memory into the trade, to deal upon credit 
for my wit. Wliile my imagination waa engrossed 
by these tlioughta, wiiioh kept my impatience at bay 
much more successftdly tlian the eommcntariea of 
my modem Caesar, 1 heard tlic dock strike eleven. 
Tliis was some encourage mcait, and I fell back to 
my meditations, sometimes sauntering carelessly 
about, and sometimes throwing myself at my length 
on the turf, in a bower at the bottom of the garden. 
At length it struck twelve, the long-expected hour, 
big with my high destiny. Some seconds after, 
Ortiz, aa punctual as myself, though less im[mtiont, 
mado her appearance. Signor Gil Bias, said she 
accosting me, how long have you been here? Two 
hours, answered I, Indeed ! Truly, replied she, 
laugliing, you are very exact ; there is a pleasure in 
making nocturnal assignations with you. Yet you 
may assure yourself, continued she more gravely, 
that you cannot pay too dear for such good fortune 
aa tliat of which I am the messenger. My mistress 
wants to liave some private talk with you. I shall 
not anticipate what may be the subject: tliat is a- 
secret which you must leam from no lips l)ut her 
own. Follow me ; I will show you into her 
chamber. With these words the duenna took me by 
the hand, and led me mysteriously into her lady's 
apartment through a little door, of which she had 
the key. 



CHAPTER IT, 

'SVERSATIO!f. 

I FOUND Aurora in an undress. I saluted Iier in 
tlie moat respectful manner, and threw as mucli ele- 
gance into my nttitude as I had to throw. She re- 
ceived me with the moBt winning affability, made 
me sit down by her against all my remoiietrances, 
and told her ambassadora to go into anotlier room. 
After tliis opening, which seemed Iiiglily encourag- 
ing to my cauae, ahe entered upon the business. 
GH Blaa, said ahe, you must liave ]>erceived how 
favorably I have regarded and distinguished you 
from all the reat of my fatlier's acrvunt« ; and, though 
my looks had not betrayed niy partial dispoeltiona 
towards you, my proceeding of tliis night would 
leave you no room to doubt tliem, 

I did not give lier time to say a word more. It 
struck me that, as a man of feeling, I ought to spare 
her trembling diffidence the cruel necessity of ex- 
plaininfj her sentiments in more direct terms. I rose 
from my chair in a traji8i>ort, and, throwing myself 
at Aurora's feet, like a tragedy hero of the Grecian 
Stage, when he supplicates the heroine "by her 
knees," exclaimed in a declamatory tone, Ah I 
maditni, could it be possible that Gil Bias, hitherto 
the whirligig of fortune, and football of embattled 
nature, ahould have willed down upon liie head the 
exquisite felicity of inspiring sentiments. . . . Do 
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not speak so loud, interrupted my mistresa with 4 
laugh of mingled apprehension and ridicule, you 
will wake my women wlio sleep in tlie adjoining 
chamber. Get up, take your seat, and hear me out 
witliout putting in a word. Yea, Gil Bias, pursued 
she resuming her gra\ity, you have my best wishes ; 
and to show you how deep you are in my good graces, 
1 will confide to you a secret on which depends the 
repose of my life. I am in love with a yomig gen- 
tleman, possessing every charm of person and face, 
and noble by birtb. His name is Don Lewis Pache- 
co. I have seen him occasionally in the public walks 
and at the theatre, but I have never conversed with 
him. I do not even know what his private character 
may be, or what bad qualities he may have. It ia 
on this subject that I wish to be informed. I stand 
in need of a person to enquire diligently into his 
morals, and give me a true and particidar account. 
I make choice of you. Surely I run no risk in en- 
trusting you with this commission. I hope that you 
will acquit yourself with dexterity and prudence, and 
that I shall never repent of giiingyou my confidence. 
My miHtrcas concluded thus, and waited for my 
answer to her proposal. I had been disconcerted in 
the first instance at so disagreeable a mistake ; but I 
soon recovered my scattered senses, and surmounting 
the confusion which rashness always oocasiona when 
it ia unlucky, I exposed to sale such a cargo of zeal 
for tlie lady'a interests, I devoted myself with so 
martyr-like an enthusiasm to her ser^'ice, that if she 
did not absolutely forget my silly vanity in the 
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thought of having pleased her, at least she had w^a- 
BOu to believe that I knew how to make araendfl for 
a piece of iblly, I asked only two days to bring her 
a satisfactory atecoutit of Don Lewis. After which 
Dame Ortiz, answering tlic bell, showed me the way 
back into the garden, and said, on taking leave, 
Good night, Gil Bias. I neeil not caution you to 
be in time at the next appointment, 1 have suf- 
ficient experience of your punctuality on these 
occasions. 

I returned to my chamber, not without some little 
mortification at finding my voluptuous anticipations 
all divested of even their ideal sweetness. I was 
nevertheless sufficiently in my senses to reflect sober- 
ly that it was more in my element to be the trusty 
Bcout of my mistress than her lover. I even thought 
that this adventure might lead to something fiirther ; 
that the middle men in the trade of love usually 
pocket a tolerable per centage ; and went to bed 
with the resolution of doing whatever Aurora re- 
quired of me. For tliia purpose I went abroad the 
next morning. T!ie residence of so distinguished a 
personiige as Don Licwis was not difficult to find out, 
I made my enquiries about him in the neighborhood, 
but the people who came in my way could not satisfy 
my curiosity to the full, so that It ivas neceaaary to 
resume my aearch dUigently on the following day. 
I was in better luck. I met a lad of my acquaint- 
ance by chance in the street ; we stopped for a little 
goaaip. There passed by in the very nick one of his 
Mends, who came up and told him that he was just 
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turned away from the family of Don Joseph Paclieco, 
Don Lewis's fiitht^r, about a paltry remnant of wine, 
which lie had been accused of drinking. I would 
not lose so fair an occasion of learning all I wanted 
to know, and pUed my questions ao suceessfully as to 
go home with much self-complacency at my punc- 
■tual performance of my engagements witli my mis- 
tress. It was on the coming night Uiat I was to see 
her again at the same hour, and in the same manner 
as the first time. I was not in such a confounded 
hurry this evening. Far from writhing with impa- 
tience under the prolixity of my old commander, I 
led him on to the charge. 1 waited for midnight 
with the greatest indifference in the world, and it 
was not till all the clcxiks within ear-shot had struck 
that I crept down into the garden, without any non- 
sense of pomatum and perfumery. That foppery 
was completely cured. 

At the jjlace of meeting I found the very faithful 
duenna, who sneeringly reproached ine with a defal- 
cation in my zeal. I made her no answer, but suf- 
fered myself to be conducted into Aurora's chamber. 
She asked me, as soon as I made my appearance, 
whether I had gained any intclhgence of Don Lewis. 
Yes, madam, said I, and you shall have the sum 
total in two words. 1 must first tell you, that he 
will soon set out for Salamanca, to finish his studies. 
The young gentleman is brimful of honor and prob- 
ity. As for the valor, he cannot be deficient there, 
since he is a man of birth and a Castilian. Besides 
this, he has an infinite deal of wit, and is very agree- 
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able in his mannen ; but there ia one tiling wliMi 
can scamely be to tout likiDg, He is pretrv much 
in the laeliioo of our young nobility here at court — 
exeniplarily catholic in his dei'otions to the fair. 
Have you not heard that at }as a^ he ha^ nlreadv 
been tenant-at-will to two actresses? What ia it von 
tell me ? replie<l Aurora. What ehocking conduct !■ 
But do you know for certain, Gil Bias, that he leads 
80 dissolute a life? O! there ia no doubt of it, 
madam, rejoined I. A ijervant, turned off thid 
morning, told me bo, and ger\ant3 are verj- plain 
dealers when the failings of tlieir masters are the 
topic. Besides, he keeps comiiany «-itli Don Alexo 
Segiar, Don Antonio Centell^s, and Don Fernando 
de Gamboa ; that single circumstance proves Ids 
libertinism witli all the force of demons tratiou. It 
is enough, Gil Bias, said my mlstrcas with a sigh ; 
on your report I am determined to stru^;ie with my 
unworthy passion. Though it has already struck 
deep root in my heart, I do not despair of tearing it 
forcibly from its bed. Go, addcil she, putting into 
my hands a small purse, none of the lightest, take 
this for your pains. Beware of betrajing my secret. 
Consider it as entrusted to your silence. 

I assured my mistress that she might be perfed 
easy on that score, for I was the Harpocrates of o 
fidential servants. After this compliment to myself, 
I withdrew with no small eagerness to investigate 
the contents of the purse. There were twenty pis- 
toles. It struck me ail at once that Aiirora would 
surely have given me more had I been the bearer of 
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pleasant tidings, since she paid so handsomely for a 
blank in the lotteiy. I was sorry not to have adopted 
the poliuy of the pleaders in the courts, who some- 
times paint the eheek of truth when her natural com- 
plexion is inclined to be cadaverous. It was a pity 
to have stifled an amour in the birth which might iii 
its growth have been so profitable. Yet I had the 
comfort of finding myself reimbursed the expense so 
unseasonably incurred in perfumery and washes. 
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HSSOLVTIOS. 

It happened soon after this adventiu^ that Signer 
Don Vincent fell sick. Independent of hid yory ad- 
vanced age, the symptoms of his disorder appeared 
in so formidahlc a shape that a fatal termination was 
but too probable. From tlie beginning of his illness 
he was attended by two of the most eminent physi- 
cians in Madrid. One was Doctor Andros, and the 
other Doctor Oquetoa. They considered the ( 
with due solemnity ; and both agreed, after a strict- , 
investigation, that the humors were in a state of miM 
tmy, but this waa the only thing about which t 
did agree. The proper practice, said Andros, is to 
purge the humors, though raw, with all possible ex- 
pedition, while they are in a violent agitation of flux 
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^H and rrikci. for fear of dieir fixing apoa Mn« u M t 
^H p«rt. OqueCo^ maintained, <m the contiafy, thmX we 
^H ntut wait till die hamors were ripoted befinv il wuoid 
^H be safe to go upon purgadrc^. But your mediod, 
^H replied ibe first speaker, kt directly in (be teetk 
^H of the ndea laid down by the priora uf medicine. 
ICppooates recommeods pmvin^ in ibe most bnm- 
iog fever fitun the very first attack, and fnyg in plain 
tenna that no time id to be lust in purging when the 
buniorH are in tfyaStus, that is to say, in a state of 
fermentation. Ay ! there 'n your tni^take, replini 
Oquetoa. Hippocrates by the word ip/affuf doee 
not mean the fermentation, he means rather the con- 
coction of the humors. 

Tliereupon our doctors got heated. One quotes 
the Geeek text, and cite^ all the authors who hare 
explained it in his sense ; the other, trusting to a 
Latin translation, takes up the controversy in a atill 
more positive tone. AVhich of the two to beheve? 
Uon Vincent was not the man to decide that ques- 
tion. In the meantime, finding himself obliged to 
choose, he gjive hU amfidence to the party who had 
despatched the greatest nmaber of patients — I mean 
tlie elder of the two. jVndros, the younger, inune- 
diately withdrew, not without flinging out a few sa- 
tirical taunts at his senior on the apyatfies. Here then 
was OqiietoB triumphant. As he was a professor of 
the Hangrado school, he began by bleeding copious- 
ly, waiting till the humors were ripened before he 
went upon purgatives. But death, fearing, no 
doubt, lest this reserve of purgatives should turn the 
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fortunes of the day, got the start of the concoctioa 
and aecured his victory over my master by a t 
de-main. Such was the fiuul close of Signor 
Vincent, who lost his life bpcauae his phyaieiin 
not know Grreek. 

Aurora, having buried her father with a ponl 
suited to tlie dignity of hia birth, administered to \\ 
effects. Having the whole arrangement of evei 
thing in her own breast, she discliarged some of t! 
servants with rewards proportioned to tlieir servit 
and soou retired to licr castle on tlie Tagus, betwi 
Sacedon and Bucndia, I was among tlie number 
of those whom she kept, and who made part of her 
country cstablisliment. I had even the good fortune 
to become a principal agent in the plot. In spite 
of my faithful report on tlie subject of Don Ijewis, 
she still harbored a partiality for tliat bewitching 
young fellow; or rather, for want of spirit to com 
bat her passion in the first instance, slie aurrendere 
at discretion. There waa no h>nger any need i 
taking precautions to speak with me in private. 
Bias, said she, with a sigh, I can never forget I 
Lewis. Let mo make what effort I will to banifdi 
him from my thoughts, lie is present to them witiiout 
intcnnission, not as you have descritied him, plunged 
in every variety of licentious riot, but just what m^ 
fimcy would paint him, — tender, loving, constant 
She betrayed considerable emotion in uttering thet 
words, and could not help sliedding tears. My foun- 
tains were very ne-.ir playing from mere sympathy. 
There was no better way of paying my court than by 
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^H appearing sensibly touched at her distress. My&ien^, 
^B continued she, after having wipcvl her lorixig eyes, 
^H your nature is evidently c:ist in a benevolent mould | 
^H and I am so well satisfied with your zeal that it shall 
^V not go unrewarded!. Your assistance, my dear Gil 
^H Bias, is more neeessary to mo than ever. You must 
^H be made acquainted with a plan which engroascs all 
^B my thoughts, though it will appear strangely eceen- 
^H trie. You are to know that I mean to eet out for 
^B Salamanca as soou as possible. There, my design 
^P is to aeeonie the disguise of a fashionable young feU 
low, and to make acquaintance with Pacheco 
the name of Don Felix. I shall endeavor to 
his eonfidenee and friendship, and lead the conv< 
sotion incidentally to the subject of Aurora de Guxr- 
man, for whose cousin I shall pass. He may per^ 
haps express a wish to see her, and there is the point 
on which I es^K-et the interest to turn. We will 
have tAvo a[iartments in Salamanca. In one I shall 
' be Don Felix, in the other, Aurora; and 1 flatter 
I myself tliat by presenting my person before Don 
I^ewia, sometimes under the semblance of a man, 
sometimes in all the nattu^l and ai'tificial attractions 
of my own sex, I may bring Mm by little and little 
to the proposed end of my stratagem. I am per- 
' fcetly aware that my projeet is extravagant in the 
highest degree, but my passion drives me headlong ; 
and the innocence of my intentions renders me in- 
sensible to all compunctious feelings of virgin appre- 
hension respecting so hazardous n step. 

I was exactly in the same mind with Aurora re- 
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epecting the extravagance of her scheme. Yat^l 
unreasoDable as it might seem to reflecting persoa*' 
like myself, there was no occasion for mo to play 
the schoolmaster. On tlie contrary, 1 hcgan to 
practice all the arts of a thorough-bred special 
pleader, and undertook to magnify this hair-brained 
pmsuit into a piece of incom[)arablc.wit and spirit, 
without the least tincture of imj)rudence. This was 
highly gratifying to my mistress. Lovers like to 
have their rampant fancies tickled. Wo no longer 
considered this rash enter|)rise in any other light 
than as a play, of which the characters were to be 
properly caat, and tlie business di-atnatieally ar- 
ranged. The actors were chosen out of our own 
domestic establishment, and the parts distributed 
without secret jealousy or open rupture, but then 
we were not players by profession. It was deter- 
mined that Dame Ortiz should personate Aurora's 
aunt, under the name of Donna Kimena de Guz- 
man, with a valet and waiting-maid by way of 
attendance ; and that Aurora, with the swashing 
outside of a gay spark, was to take me for her valet- 
de-chambre, with one of her women disguised as a 
page, to he more immediately about her person. 
The drama thus filled up, we returned to Madrid, 
where we understood Don Lewis still to be, though 
it was not likely to be long till his departure for 
Salamanca. We got up witli all possible haste the 
dresses and decorations of our wild comedy. When 
they were in complete order, ray mistress had them 
packed up carefiiUy, that they might come out in all 



dkeir ^Laas sud newiie^^ on the nan^ tit die cnrtain. 
Tben. leaTin:; die eare ot* her ^mihr to her stewmid, 
die began her ^ximej in a eooeh. drawn bv four 
mnk:?. and trareDed towards die kingdom of Jjcfm 
widi dioee o( ho- hoa$€hi>Id who had some part to 
play in the piece. 

We had already croised Okl Casdlle* when the 
axletree of the coach s^are war. The accident 
happened between Arila and A^idsflor* at the dis- 
tance of three or four hundred yards firom a caisde 
near the foot o^ a moontsdn. Xi:^ was cominor 
OD« and the measure of oar trodhles seemed to be 
heaped np and orerdowin^. But th«^ passed acci- 
dentaUv bv us a cixmtmDaan. bv whose assistance w^e 
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were relieved fran our difficulties. He acquainted 
us that the casde yonder belonged to Donna ^El- 
vira, widow of Don Pedro de Penares ; at the 
sanie time <nvin*r so favorable a character of that 
ladv, that mv mistress sent me to the casde with 
a request of a night's lodging. Elvira did not dis- 
jrrace the *rood word of the countrvman. She 
received me with an air of hospitality, and returned 
such an answer to my compliment as I wished to 
carrv bock. We all went to the castle, whither the 

m 

mules dragged the carriage with considerable diffi- 
cult\'. At the jrate we met the widow of Don Pe- 
dro, who came out to meet mv mistress. I shall 

' m 

pass over in silence the reciprocal civilities which 
were exchanged on this occasion, in compliance with 
the usage of the polite world. I shall only say that 
El>'ira was a lady rather advanced in years, but 
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remarkably well-bred, with nn addreas superior to 
that of moat women m doixig the honors uf her 
house. Hhe led Aurora into a sumptuous apart- 
ment, where, leaving her to rest herself for a short 
time, she looked after everj-thing herself, and left 
nottiing undone wHeh could iu the least contribute 
to our comfort. Afterwards, when supper was 
ready, she ordered it to be served up iu Aurora's 
chamber, where they sat down to table together. 
Don Pedro's widow was not of a description to cast 
a slur on her own hospitalities, by assuming an air 
of abstraction or sullenneas. Her tcniper was gay, 
and her conversation lively without levity ; for her 
ideas were dignified, and her expressions select. 
Notliing could exceed her wit, accompanied hy a 
pecultorlj fine turn of thought. Aurora appeared 
as much to be delighted as myself. They became 
sworn friends, and mutually engaged in a regular 
correspondence. As our carriage could not be re- 
paired till the following day, and wc should have 
encountered some perils by setting out late at niglit, 
it was determined that we should take up our abode 
at the castle till the damage was made good. All 
the arrangements were in the first style of elegance, 
and our lodgings were corres]>ondent to the magnifi- 
cence of the establishment in other respects. 

Tlie day af^r, my mistress discovered new charms 
in Elvira's conversation. They dined in a large Iiall, 
where there were several pictures. One among 
the rest was distiiigiiishetl for its admirable execu- 
tion, but the subject was highly tragic. A princi- 







pal figure was a man ot' superior n 
on his'liack, aiul bathed in his own blood ; yet i 
the very embraces of deatli he wore a meuacing 
aspect. At a little distance from him you mig^ht 
eee a young lady in different posture, though 
Btretched likewise on the ground. She had a awoni 
plunged in her bosom, and was giv-ing up her laet 
eighs, at the same time caisting her d\-ing glances at 
a yoimg man who seemed to euifer a mortal pang at 
losing her. The painter hod besides charged bis 
picture with a figure which did not escape my no- 
tice. It was an old man of a venerable physiog- 
nomy, sensibly touched with the objects which struck 
his sight, and equally alive with the young man to 
the inipressions of the melancholy scene. It might 
be B:iid that these images of blood and desolation 
affected both the spectators with tlie same astonish- 
ment and grief, but tiiat the outward demonstrations 
of their inward sentiments were different. The old 
man, sunk in a profomid uielancholy, looked ae if he 
was bowed down to the ground ; while the youth 
mingled something like the extravagance of despair 
with the tears of affliction. All these circumstances 
were depicted with touches so characteristic and affects 
ing, that we could not take our eyes off the perform- 
ance. My mistress desired to know the subject of the 
piece, iladam, said Elvira, it is a taithful delineation 
of the niisfortunes sustained by my family, Tida 
answer excited Aurora's cmiosity, and she testified 
so strong a desire to learn the particidars, that tlie 
widow of Don Pedro could do no otherwise than prom- 
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■ ise her the eatiafaction she desired. This pyoi 

I inadc before Ortisi, her two fellow-aervaiitB, and 

I self, rooted us to the 8]jot on which we were listen- 

I ing to their former conversation. My mistress would 

P have sent us away ; but Elvira, who saw plainly 

that we were dying with eagerness to be present at 

the ex])Ianation of the picture, had the goodness to 

desire us to stay, alleging at the same time tliat 

the story she had to relate was not of a nature to 

enjoin secrecy. Alter a monient's recollection, she 

began her recital to the following effect. 
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Roger, king of Sicily, had a brother and a sister. 
His brother, by name Mainfroi, rebelled against 
him, and kind]c<l a war in the kingdom, bloody in 
its immediate effects, and portentous in its future 
consequences. But it was his fate to lose two bat- 
tles, and to fall into the kings'a hands. The pun- 
ishment of his revolt extended no farther tlian the 
loss of liberty. This act of clemency served only t; 
make Roger pass for a barbarian in the esdmatif 
of the disaffected party among his suhjecta. 
contended that he had saved Iiis brotJicr's life on] 
to wreak his vengeance on liim by tortures the more 
merciless because protracted. People in general, 



■«ti better grounds, transferred the blame of Main- 
J&oi's harsh treatment while in priBon to liis sister 
Vladlda. That princesa had, in fact, cherished a 
Hong-rooted hatred against this prince, and was iiide- 
! in lier perseciitiona during hia wliole life. 
She died in a very short time ailer liirn, and her 
preniatui-e fate was considered as the retribution of a 
just pro^-idence, for her disregard of those eend- 
[ menta imjihinteil bj nature for the beat purposes. 
Mainfixii left behind him two sons. They were 
lyet ill their cliUdhood. lloger had a kind of lurking 
leaire to get rid of them, under the apprehension 
E8t, when arrived at a more advanced age, the wish 
rof avenging their father might huny them to the 
revival of a (action which was not so entirely o\-er- 
tlirown a8 to be incapable of originating new in- 
trigues in the state. He eommiuiicated hia purpose 
Lto the senator Leontio Siifrcdi, his minister, who 
Idiverted him from hia bloody thoughts by undcrtak- 
King the education of Prince Enriquez, the eldest, 
^Aiid recommending the care of the younger, by 
e Don Pedro, to the constable of Sicily, as a 
Ktrusty counsellor and loyal servant. Roger, assured 
bihat hia nephews would be trained up by these two 
I^IDcn in principles of due submission to the royal 
fauthority, gave up the reins of guardianship to tlieir 
mtrol, and himself took charge of hia niece Con- 
She was of the same age with Enriquez, 
'and only daughter of the princess Matilda. He 
allowed her an establishment of female attendants, 
and of masters in every branch of the politer atudiea, 



ELVIIiA'S XARHATIVE. 



SO that nothing was wanting, eitlicr to her 
tion or her state. 

Leontio Sii&edi had a castle at the diBtance of 
than t>vo leagues from Pulemio, in a spot named 
Belmonto. There it was tliat this minister exerted 
all liis talents and diligence, to render Enriquez 
worthy of one day ascending the tlirone of Sicily. 
From the first, he discovered dispoaitioiia so amiable 
in that prince, that his attachment became as strong 
as if he liad no child of his own. He had, however, 
two daugliters — Blanche, the first-bom, one year 
younger than the prince, was armed at all jwints 
with tlie weapons of a most perfect beauty. Her 
sister Portia was still in her cnidJe. The mother 
had (lietl in child-bed of this yoimgcst. Blanche and 
Prince Enriquez conceived a reciprocal affection aa 
soon as tliey were aliie to the influence of love ; but 
they were not allowed to Improve their acquaintance 
into fiimillar intercourse. Tlie prince, neverthelesB, 
found the means of occasIonaJly eluding the pruden- 
tial -vigilance of his guardian. He knew sufficiently 
well how to avail himself of those precious moments, 
and prevailed eo far witli Siflredi'a daughter, aa to 
gain her consent to the execution of a project which 
he meditated. It happened precisely at tliis time 
that Leontio was obliged by the king's order to take 
a journey Into one of the most remote provinces in 
the island. During his absence, Enriqucz got an 
opening made in the wall of his apartment, which 
led Into Blanche's chamber. This opening was con- 
cealerl by a sliding shutter, so exactly corresponding 
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wilh the wainscot, and so closely fitting in with the 
ccQiDg and the flour, tlint the most HUspiciouH eye 
could not have dettrted the contrivanee, A ekiliiil 
wurlanan, whom the prince had gained over to his 
interests, helped liini to this private communiculion 
with equal speed and secrecv. 

The enamoured Enriquez having obtained tlii^ 
inlet into his mistress's chamber, sometimes availed 
himscif of bis privile^ ; but he never took advantage 
of her partialitj-. Imprudent as it may well be 
thouglit, to admit of a. eceret entranee into her 
apartment, it «"as only on the express and reiterated 
aeeurancc that none but tlic most innocent favors 
ehoiild be requested at lier hands. One night he 
found her in a state of unuRual perturbation. She 
had been informed tliat Roger was drawing near his 
end, and had sent for Siffredi as lord high chancellor 
of the kingdom, and the legal depositary of liis last 
will and testament. iUready did she figure to her- 
self her dearEnriquez elevated to royal honors. She 
was afraid of losing her lover in her sovereign, and 
that fear liad strangely affected her spirits. The 
tears were standing in her eyes, when the uncon- 
scious cause of them appeared before her. You 
weep, madam, said he; what am I to think of this 
overwhelming grief? My lord, answered Blanche, 
it were vain for me to hide my apprehensions. The 
king, your uncle, is at the point of death, aad you 
will soon be called to supply liis place. l\'hdti I 
measure the distance placed between us by your aj)- 
proaching greatness, 1 will own to you that myiaiisl 
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miBgivea me. The monarch and the lover estimate 
objects throuffh a far different luediurii. AVliat 
constituted the fondest wish of the individual, while 
liis aspiring thoughts were checked by the control of 
a superior, fades into insignificance beibre tlie tu- 
multuous cares or brilliant destinies of royalty. Be 
it the misgiving of an anxious heart, or the wliisper 
of a well-founded opinion, 1 feci distracting emotions 
succeed one another in my breast, wliich not all my 
just confidence in your goodness can allay. The 
source of my mistrust is not in the suspected steadi- 
ness of your attachment, but in a diffidence of my 
own happy fate. Lovely and beloved Blanche, 
replied the prince, your fears but bind me the more 
firmly in your fetters, and warrant my devotion to 
your charms. Yet tliia excessive indulgence of a 
fond jealousy borders on disloyalty to love, and, if I 
may venture to say so, trenches on the esteem to 
which my constancy has hitherto entitled me. No, 
no, never entertain a doubt tbat my destiny can ever 
be sundered from yours, but rather indulge the 
pleasing anticipation, that you, and you alone, will 
be the arbitress of my fate, and the source of all my 
bliss. Away then with these vain alarms. Why 
must they disturb an intercourse so charming? Ah ! 
my lord, rejoined the daughter of Leontio, your sub- 
jects, when they place the crown upon your head, 
may ask of you & princcss-quccn, descended from a 
lung line of kings, whose glittering alliance shall 
join new realms to your hereditary estates. Perhaps, 
j^as ! you will meet their ambitious aims, 
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the ex|»eQBe of your aofteet tows. Nay, wi^,^ 
Bunied Enriquez, with rising passion, why too r 
a self-tormentor, do you raise iip so afflicting 1 
phantotii of iiitiirity ? Should heaven take the king, 
my uncle, to itself, and pljice Sicily under my do- 
minion, 1 swoir to imite myself with you at Falermft. 
in presence of my whole court. To this I call4 
witness all which is held sAcrcd and inviolable amflf 
men. 

-The protestations of Enriquez removed the f^ 
of Siffredi's daughter. The rest of tlieir diacui 
turned on the king's illness. Enriquez displayed^ 
goodness of his natural disposition, for he pitied T 
uncie'8 lot, though he had no rciison to be gres 
affected by it ; but the foi-ee of blood extorted f 
him sentiments of regret for a prince whose de| 
held out an immediate prospect of the crow 
Blanclie cUd not yet Itnow all the misfortunes whita 
hung over her, Tiie constable of Sicily, who had 
met her coming out of her father's apartment one 
day when he was at the castle of Belmonte on some 
business of importance, was struck with admiration. 
The very next day, he made proposals to SifFredi, 
who entertained his offer favorably ; but the illness 
of Roger taking place unexpectedly about that time, 
the marriage was put off for the present, and the 
subject had not been hinted at in the most distant 
manner to Blanclie. 

One morning, as Enriquez had just finished dress- 
ing, he was surprised to see Leontio enter his apart- 
ment, followed by Blanche. Sir, said this minister, 
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the news 1 have to announce will in some degree 
afflict your excellent heart, but it is eoiinteraeted by 
consoling circumstaucea which oufrht to moderate 
your grief. The ting, your unde, has departed 
this life, and by liis death) left you the heir of hia 
Bceptre. Sicily ia at your feet. The nobility of 
the kingdom wait your orders at Palermo. They 
have commissioned me to receive them in person, 
and I come, my liege, witli my daughter, to pay you 
the earliest and sincereet homage of your new Bub- 
jecta. The prince, who was well aware that Roger 
had been for two montliff sinking under a complaint 
gradual in its progress, but fatal in its nature, was 
not astonished at tliis news. And yet, struck with 
his sudden exaltation, he felt a thousand confused 
emotions rising up by turns iii his heart. lie mused 
for some time, then breaking silence, addressed these 
words to Leontio : Wise SifFredi, I have always 
considered you as my father. I shall make it my 
■glory to be governed by your counaols, and you shall 
reign in Sicily with a sway paramount to my own. 
With these words, atlvancing to the standish and 
taking a blank sheet of paper, he wrote hia name at 
tlie bottom. What are you doing, sir, said SifFredi. 
Proving my gratitude and my esteem, answered 
Enriquez. Then the prince presented the paper to 
Blanche, and said: Accept, madam, tliis pledge of 
my faith, and of the empire with which I invest you 
over my thoughts and actions. Blanche received it 
with a blush, and made tliis answer to the prince : I 
acknowledge, with all humility, the condeacensii 
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of my Bovereign, but my destiny is in tho hands o 
father, and you must not consider me as ungrateful 
if I deposit tliis flattering token in his custody, to be 
used according to the dictates of ]iis sage discretion. 

In compliance with lliese aentimenta of filial duty, 
she gave the sign manual of Enriquez to her father. 
Then Siflredi saw at once what, till that moment, 
had eluded his jwnetration. He entered clearly into 
the prince's sentiments, and said : Your majesty shall 
have no reproaches to make me. I shall not act 
unwortliily of tlie confidence . ■ . My dear Leontio, 
interrupted Enriquez, you and unwortliiuesa never 
can be allied, ilake what use you please of my 
signature. I ahull confirm your determination. 
But go, return to Palermo, prescribe the ceremonies 
for my coronation there, and tell my Bubject.s that I 
shall follow you in person immediately, to receive 
their oaths of allegiance, and assure them of my 
protection in return. The minister obeyed the com- 
mands of his new master, and set out for Palermo 
with his daughter. 

Some hours after their departure, the prince also 
left Belmonte, with his thoughts more intent on his 
passion, than on the high mnk to which he was 
called. Immediately on hia arrival in the city, the 
air was rent with a thousand cries of joy. lie made 
his entry iuto the palace amid the acclamations of 
the people, and everything was ready for the august 
fbrmalitiea. The Princess Constance was watting to 
receive him, in a magnificent mourning dreaa. She 
appeared deeply affected by Eoger's death. ^Hie 
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8 yf society required firom them a reciproi 
mpliinent of condolenpe on the late event, 
they each of thom acquitted themselves with 
breeding and propriety. But there was somewhat 
more eoldness on the part of Euriquez than on that 
of Constance, wlio could not enter into family quar- 
rels, and resolved on hating the young prince. He 
placed iiimaelf on the tlirone, and the princess sat 
beside lirm in a chair of state a little less elevated. 
The great officers of the realm fell into their places, 
ea^-h according to his rank. The ceremony began ; 
and Leontio, as lord high chancellor of the kingdom, 
holding in his possession the will of the late king, 
opened it, and read the contents aloud. This instru- 
ment contained in substance that Roger, in default 
of issue, nominated the eldest son of Mainfi-oi liis 
successor, on condition of his marrying the Princess 
Constance ; and in the event of his refusing her 
hand, the crown of Sicily was to devolve, to his ex- 
clusion, on the head of the inlant Don Pedro, his 
brother, on the hke condition. 

These words were a thunderstroke to Enriquez. 
His senses wore all bewildered even to distraction, 
and his agonies became still more acute, when 
Leontio, having finished the reading of the will, ad- 
dressed the assembly at large to the following effect ; 
My lords, the last injunction of the late king hai 
been made known to our new monarch, that pi( 
and excellent prince consents to honor his coi 
the Princess Constance, with his hand. At th( 
words Enriquez interrupted the chanceUor. Leont 
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I flaid he, remember the ivriting ; Blanche . . . Sire, 
I interrupted SifFredi in his turn with precipitation, 
[ Jest the prince ahuuld find an opportunity of making 
[ Jiimseli' understood, here it is. The nobility of the 
kin^om, added he, exliibiting the blank paper ti> the 
f asBcmbly, will see by your majesty's aiigiiet eub- 
1 flcription, the esteem in which you hold the princess, 
1 and your implicit deference to the last will of the 
' late king your uncle. 

Having finiehed these words, he forthwith beg) 
reading the instrument in such terms he had him 
1 inserted. According to the contents, the new k 
I gave a promise to his people, with formalities ti 
' most binding and authentic, that he would mai 
Constance, in contbnnity with the intention of Roger. ' 
The hall reechoed with pealing shouts of satisfaction. 
Long live our high and mighty King Gnriquez I 
exclaimed all those who were present. As thg.J 
I marked aversion of the prince for the princess h 
never been any secret, it was apprehended, 
without reason, that he might revolt against the con- 
dition of the will, and light up the ilamc of cavil dis- 
cord in the kingdom ; hut tJie public enunciation of 
. this solemn act, quieting the fears of the nobility and 
the people on that head, excited these univereal 
I applauses, which went to the monarch's heart like 
' the stab of an assassin. Constance, who had a 
r interest than any human being in the result, 
from the double motive of glory and personal aflfec- 
I tion, laid hold of this opportunity for expressing her 
gratitude. The prince had much ado to keep his 
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feelings within bounds. He received the compli- 
ment of the princesB with bo constrained an air, and 
evinced so unusual a diaorder in his behavior, as 
scarcely to reply in a manner suited to the common 
forms of good-breeiling. At last, no longer master 
of his violent passions, he went up to Siffredi, whom 
the formalities of hia office detained near the royal 
person, and said to him in a low tone of voice. 
What is the meaning of all this, Leontio ? The sig- 
nature which I deposited in your daughter's hands 
waa not meant for such a use as tliis. You are 
guilty of . . ■ 

My liege, interrupted Siffredi again with a tone 
of fimmess, look to your own glory. If you refuse 
to comply with the injunctions of the Idng your uncle, 
you lose the ci-own of Sicily. Ko eoouer had he 
thrown in tliis salutary hint, than he got away from 
the king, to prevent all possibility of a reply. 
riquez was left in a most embarrassing situation. 
thousand opposite emotions agitated him at 
He was exasperated against Siffredi. To give up 
Blanche, was more than he could endure : so that, 
balancing his private feelings and the calls of public 
honor, he was doubtfid to which side he should in- 
cline. At length his doubts were resolved, imder 
the idea of having found t)ie means to secure Siffrc- 
di's daughter, without giving up liia claim to the 
throne. He affected, thereibre, an entire submission 
to the will of Koger, in the iiope, while a dispensa- 
tion from his marriage with his cousin was soliciting 
at Rome, of gaining the leading nobility by his 
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l&rgesaea, and thus establishing his jwwer so firtulj^f 
as not to l>e under the necessity of fidfilliug tlie coa- 
ditions of the obnoxious instrument. 

After forming this design, he got to be more com- 
posed ; and turning towartJs Constance, co»firnie<J to 
her wliat tlie lord liigh chancellor had read in pres- 
ence of the whole assembly. But at the very mo- 
ment when he had so iiir betrayed himself as to pledge 
his faith, Blanche arrived in the hall of council. 
She came tliither, by her fiither's command, to pay 
Ler duty to the princess ; aiid her ears, on entering, 
were startled at the expressions of Enriquez. In 
addition to this shock, Leontio delerniine«l, not lo 
leave her in doubt of hex misfortime, accompanied 
her presentation to Constance with these words : 
Daughter, make your homage acceptable to your 
queen ; call dovi-n upon her the blessings of a jiros- 
perous reign and a happy marriage. This terrible 
blow overwhclnie<I the unforUmate Blanche. Vain 
were all her attempts to suppress her anguish ; her 
cDtmtenance changed sncceesively from the deepest 
blush lo a deadly jwleness, and she trembled from 
head to foot. And yet the princess had no suspicion 
how the matter really stood ; but attributed tlie con- 
Jused style of her compliment to the awkwai-dncss 
of a young person brought up in a state of rustica- 
tion, and totally unacquainted with the manners of a 
court. But the young king was more in the secret, 
Tlte sight of Blanche put him out of countenance ; 
and the despair, too legible in her eyes, was enough 
to drive hint out of his senses. Her feelings were 
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not to be misunderstood ; and tliey pointed at him 
the moet faitliless of men. Could he have spoken to 
lier, it might have tranquihzed his agitation ; but 
how to lay hold of the happy moment, when all 
Sicily, at least the illustrious part of it, was fixed 
in anxious expectation on hia proceedings? Besides, 
the stem and inflexible Siffi-edi extinguished at once 
every ray of hope. This minister, who wa« at no 
loss to decipher the hearts of the two lovers, and 
was firmly resolved, if possible, to prevent the evil 
consequences impending over the state from the vio- 
lence of this imprudent attachment, got his daughter 
out of the assembly witli the dexterity of a practised 
courtier, and regained the road to Belnionte with her^ 
in his possession, determined, for more reasons 
one, to niiirry her as soon aa possible. 

When they reached home, he gave her to imdt 
stand all the horror of her destiny, by announcing 
his promise to the constable. Just Heaven I ex- 
claimed she, transported into a paroxysm of despair, 
which her fiither's presence could not restrain ; what 
miparalleled suffering have you tlie cruelty to lay up 
in store for the ill-fated Blanche ? Her agony went 
to Buch a degree of violence, as to suspend cvety 
power of her soul. Her limbs seemed as if stiffened 
under the icy grasp of death. Cold and pale, 
fell senseless into her father's arms. Neither 
■ he insensible to her melancholy condition. Y« 
feeling as he did all the alarm and anxiety of 
parent, the stem inflexibility of the statesman 
mained imshaken, Blanche, ailer a time, was 
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called to life and feeling, rather by the keenness of 
her mentiil panj^s than by tlie nieuns which Sillredi 
used for her recovery. Langiiisliingly did she raise 
her scarcely conscious eyes : when, glancing on the 
author of her misery, as lie was anxiously employed 
alxiut her person : My lord, said she, with inar- 
ticulate and convulsive accents, I am ashamed to 
let you see my weakness : but death, which cannot 
be long in finishing my torments, will soon rid you 
of a wretched daughter, who has ventui-ed to dispose 
of her heart without consulting you. No, my dear 
Blanche, answered Leontio, your death woidd be too 
dear a sacrifice : Virtue will resume her empire over 
your actions. The constable's proposals do you hon- 
or ; it is one of the most considerable alliances in the 

state I esteem his person and am Hensible 

of his merit, interrupted Blanche ; but, my lord, 
the king had given me encouragement to indulge. 
. . . Daughter, vociferated Siftredi, breaking in 
upon her discourse, I anticipate all you have to say 
on that subject. Yom- partiality for the prince is no 
secret to me, nor would it meet my disapprobation 
under otlier circumstances. You should even see 
me active and ardent to secure for you the hand of 
Enriquez, if the cause of glory and the welfare of 
the realm demanded it not indispensably for Con- 
stance. It is on the sole condition of marrying that 
princess, that the late kinj; has nominated him hia 
successor. Would you have him prefer you to the 
crown of Sicily? Believe me, my heart bleeds at 
the mortal blow which impends over you. Y«;, 
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aince we cannot contend with the fates, make 
magnanimous effort. Youi- I'amc is concerned, not 
to let the whole nation sec that you liave nursed up 
a delusive hope. Your aensibility towards the per- 
son of the ting might even give birth to ignominious 
rumors. The only method of preserving yourself 
from their poison, is, to marry the constable. In 
short, Blanche, there is no time left for irresolution. 
The king has decided between a throne, and the 
possession of your charms. He has fixed liis choice 
on Constance, The constable holds my word in 
pledge : enable me to redeem it, I beseecli you. 
Or, if nothing but a paramount necessity can fix 
your wavering resolution, I must make an unwilling 
use of my parental authority: know then, I com- 
mand you. 

Ending with tliis threat, he left her to make her 
own reflections on wliat had passed. He was in 
hopea that after having weighed the reasons he had 
m-gcd to support her virtue against the bias of her 
feelings, she would determine of herself to admit the 
constable's addresses. He was not mistaken in his 
conjecture : but at what an expense did the wretched 
Blanche rise to this height of virtuous resolution ! 
Her condition was tliat in the whole world the moat 
deserving of pity. The affliction of finding her fears 
realized, respecting the infidelity of Enriquez, and 
of being compelled, besides losing tl»e man of her 
choice, to sacrifice herself to another whom she could 
never love, occasioned her such storms of passion 
and alternate tossings of fi-antic desperation, as to 



1 



GIL BLAS. 

ing with each Bucceaeivc moment a variety of vmi- 

E^ctivc torture. If mv sad fate is fixed, exclaimed 

, how can I triumpli over it but by death? Mer- 

lileaa powers, who preside over our wayward fop-- i 

, why feed aud tantalize me with the most &tt> 

Biering hopes, only to plunge me headlong into ft 

f of miseries ? And thou too, j>erfidiou8 lover ! 

a rush into the arms of another, when all those vows 

M^ eternal fidehly were mine. So soon then is that 

gjlightod faith void and forgotten ? To punish thee 

for eD eniel a deception, may it please heaven, in its 

tribution, to make the conscious couch of conjugj 

mdearment, poUuted as it must be by perjury, lei 

(he scene of pleasure tlian the dimgeon of r 

May the fond caresses of Constance distil poia 

through thy faithless heart ? Let us rival 

another in the horrors of our nuptials I Yea, t 

I tor, I mean to wed the constable, though shrinking 

Kfroiu his ardent touch, to avenge me on myself! to 

EIk my own scourge and tormentor, for having se- 

> fatally the object of my frantic passion. 

ESincc deep-rooted obedience to the will of God for- 

■ibids to entertain the thought of a premature death, 

whatever days may be allotted me to drag on shall 

whe but a lengthened chain of heaviness and tonnent. 

Wit a, sentiment of love lurka about your heart, it will 

Jbe revenge enough for nie to cast myself into your 

Ijiresence, the devoted briile or victim of another : 

Ijibnt if yon have thrown off my remembrance with 

own TOWS, Siinly at least shall glory in the dia- 

inction of reckoning among its natives a woman 
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who knew how to punish herself fur havitirr disposed 
of her heart too lightly. 

In such a state of mind did this wretehcd martrr 
to love and duty pass the night preceding her mar- 
riage with the constable. Siffredi, finding her the 
next morning rendy to comply with his wishes, has- 
tened to avail himself of this favorable disposition. 
He sent for the constable to Belmonte on that very 
day, and the marriage ceremony was performed pri- 
vately in the chapel of the castte. What a crisis for 
Blanche 1 It was not enough to renounce a ci-own, 
to lose a lover endeared to her by every tie, and to 
yield herself up to the object of her hatred. In ad- 
dition to all this, she iimst put a constmiiit on heir 
sentiments before a husband, naturally jealous, and 
long occupied with the most anient admiration of 
her charms. Tlie bridegroom, deliglited in the pos- 
session of her, was all day long in her presence. 
He did not leave her to the miserable consolation of 
pouring out her sorrows in secret. When night 
arrived, Leontio's daughter felt all her disgust and 
terror redoubled. But what seemed likely to be- 
come of her when her women, after havinf; undressed 
her, left her alone with the constable? He enquired 
respectfully into the cause of her apparent faintness 
and discomposure. The question was .sufficiently 
embarrassing to Blanche, who affected to bo ill. 
Her husband was at first deceived by her pretences ; 
but he did not long remain in such an error. Bemg, 
as he was, sincerely concerned at the condition in 
which he saw her, but still pressing her to go to bed. 
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' Ilia urgent solicitations, falsely construed by her, 
offereil to her wounded mind tin imuge bo cruel and 
indelicate, that she could no longer dissemble what 
was passing within, but gave a iree course to her 
eig^s and tears. What a discovery for a man who 
thought himself at the summit of his wishes ! 
no longer doubted but the distressed state of 1 
wife was fi'auglit with some sinister omen to ] 
love. And yet, though this knowledge reduced bim 
to a situation almost as deplorable as that of Blanche, 
he had sufficient command over himself to keep hia 
suspicions within his own breast. He redoubled his 
assiduities, and went on pressing hia bride to lay her- 
self down, assuring her that the repose of which she 
stood in need should be undisturbed by his interrup- 
tion. He offered of bis own accord even to call her 
women, if she was of opinion that their attendance 
could afford any rehef to her indiapueition. Blanche, 
sviving at that proposal, told him that sleep was the 
best remedy for the debibty under which she labored. 
He affected to think so too. They accordingly par- 
took of the same bed, but with a conduct altogether 
different from what the laws of love, sanctioned by 

I the rites of marriage, might authorize in a pair n 
tually delighted and delighting. 
While Siffredi'a daughter was giving way to i 
grief, the constable was hunting in his own mind for 
the causes which might render the nuptial office so 
contemptible a sinecure in his bauds. He could not 
be long in conjecturing that ho had a rival, but when 
he attempted to discover him he was lost in the 
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labyrinth of his own ideas. All he knew with 
certainty was the peculiar severity of hJB own fete. 
He had already passed two tliirds of the night in tliis 
perplexity of thoug^ht, when an nndistingnishable 
noise grew gradually on hia sense of heiiring. Great 
was his surprise when a footstep seemed audibly to 
pace about the room. He fancied himself mistaken, 
for he recollected shutting the door himself after 
Blanche's women had retired. He drew back the 
curtain to satisfy hia senses on the occasion of this 
extraordinary noise. But the light in the chimney 
comer had gone out, and lie soon heard a feeble and 
melaaclioly voice calling Blimche witli anxious and 
importunate repetitions. Tiien did the suggestions 
of his jealousy transport him into rage. His insulted 
honor obliging hiiii to rush from the bed to which he 
had so long aspired, and either to prevent a medi- 
tated injury, or take vengeance for its perpetration, 
he caught up his sword and flew forward in the 
direction whence the voice seemed to proceed. He 
felt a naked blade opposed to hie own. As he ad- 
vanced, liis antagonist retired. The pui-suit became 
more eager, the retreat more precipitate, Hia 
search was vigilant, and every comer of the room 
seemed to contain its object but tliat which he mo- 
mentarily occupied. The darkness, however, fa^ 
vored the unknown invader, and he was nowhere to 
be found. The pursuer halted. He hstened, but 
heard no sound. It seemed like encliantment ! He 
made for the door, under the idea that this was tlie 
outlet to the secret assassin of his honor, yet the bolt 
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f was shut as fiwt as before. Untible to comprehend 
thia strange occurrence, he ciUled tliose of hia retinue 
who were most within reach of his voice. As he 
opened the dtwr for tliie purpose, lie placed liimself 
BO ae to prevent all egress, and stood ujion hia 
, guard, lost the devoted victim of his search ahouj 
I escape. 

At his redoubled cries, some servants ran Vi 
lights. He laid hold of a taper, and renewed 1 
search in the chamber with his sword still drai^ 
Xet he found no one there, nor any apparent K 
of any person haWng been in the room. He y 
not aware of any private door, nor could he d 
I any practicable mode of escape ; yet, for all tl 
I could not shut his eyes i^ainst the nature and cir-" 
I CuniBtanc« of his misfortune. His thoujrhts were all 
tin-own into inextricable confusion. To ask any 
questions of Blanche was in vain, for she had too 
deep an interest in perplexing the truth, to furnish 
any clew whatever to its discoveiy. He, therefore, 
adopted the measure of unbosoming his griefs to 
Leontio ; but previously sent away his attendants 
with tlie excuse that he tliought he had heaixl some 
noise in the room, but was mistaken. His ftither- 
in-Iaw, having left his chamber in consequence of thia 
strange disturbance, met him, and heard from his 
lips the particulars of this unaccountable adventure. 
The narrative was accompanied with every indication 
of extreme agony, produced by deep and tender fcel^— 
ing, as well as by a sense of insulted honor. 

Sitfredi was surprised at tlie occurrence, Thougj 
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it did not appear to him at all probable, that wns no 
reason for being easy about its reality. The king's 
passion might accomplish anything ; and that idea 
alone justified the most cruel appreliensions. But 
it could do no good to foster either the natural 
jealousy of his son-in-hiw, or his particular suspicions 
arising out of circunistaneea. lie, therefore, en- 
deavored to persuade him, with an air of confidence, 
that this imaginary voice, and airy sword opposed to 
hiJ substantial one, were, and could possibly be, but 
the gratuitous creations of a fancy, under the influ- 
ence of amorous distrust. It was morally impossible 
that any person should have made liis way into his 
daughter's chamber. With regard to the melan- 
choly so visible in his wife's deportment, it might 
very naturally be attributed to prcciirioua health and 
delicacy of constitution. The honor of a husband 
need not be so tremblingly alive to all the qualms of 
maiden fear and inexperience. Change of condi- 
tion, in the case of a girl habituated to live almost 
without human society, and abruptly_ con signed to 
the embraces of a man in whom love and previous 
acquaintance had not inspired confidence, might in- 
nocently be the cause of tliese tears, of these sighs, 
and of this lively affliction so irksome to his feelings. 
But it was to be considered that tenderness, espe- 
cially in the hearts of young ladies, fortified by the 
pride of blood against the excesses of love-sick 
abandonment, was only to be cherished into a flame 
by time and assiduity. He, therefore, exhorted him 
to tranquillize his disturbed mind ; to be ardently 
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officious in redoubling pverr instance of sffectioD ; to 
crentp a sotl unci seducing interest in the sencibilitj 
of Blanche. Id ehort, he besought hint eaniei^ly to 
return to her apartment, and labored to itersuadc him 
tliat hid distrust and confu^ton would only set her 
on an uaconjugal and Utigious deteiicc of her J 
sidted virtue. 

The constable returned no answer to the i 
ments of his father-in-law, whether because he l 
to think in good earnest tliat his senses were imposed 
on by tlie disorder of his mtiid, or because he thought 
it more to tlie purpose to dissemble tluin to under- 
take ineffectually to con\-ince the old man of an 
event so devoid of all likelihood. lie returned to 
his wife's chamber, laid himself doivn by her side, 
and endeavored to obtain from sleep some relief from 
his extreme uneasiness. Blanche, on her pait, tbe 
unhapjiy Blanche, was not a whit more at her eu^e. 
Her ears had been but too open to the same alarm- 
ing sounds which had assailed her husband's peace ; 
nor could she construe into illusion an atlventure of 
which she well knew the secret and the motives. 
She was sinprised that Enriqucz should attempt to 
, find his way into her apartment, aftei- having pledged 
Hs faith 80 solemnly to the Princess Constance. 
Instead of feeding her soul with vanity, or deriving 
any flattering omens from a proceeding fraught with 
personal tenderness, but destructive to eelf-approba- 
tioD, she considered it as a new insult, and her hef 
was only so much the more exasperated v 
ment against the author. 
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"While Siffredi's daughter, with all her prejudices 
excited against the young king, beJievwl him the 
most guilty of men, that unhappy prince, more than 
ever enenarod by Blanche, was aiuduus for an inter- 
view, to satisfy her mind on a subject which seemed 
to make so much against him. For that purjjose he 
would have visited Belmonte sooner, but for a press 
of business too urgent to be neglected ; nor could he 
withdraw himself from the court before that night. 
He was perfectly at home in all the tuminge of a 
place where he had been brought up, and, therefore, 
was at no loss to slip into the oistle of Siffredi. 
Nay, he was still in possession of the key to a secret 
door communicating with the gardens. By this inlet 
did he gain his former apartment, and there found 
his way into Blanche's chamber. Only conceive 
what must have been the astonishment of tliat prince 
to find a man in possession, and to feel a sword op- 
posed to his guard I He waa just on the point of 
betraying all, and of punishing the rebel on the very 
spot, whose sacrilegious hand had dared to lift itself 
against the person of its lawful sovereign. But then 
the delicacy due to the daughter of Leontio held his 
indignation in check. He retreated in the same di- 
rection as he had advanced, and regained the Paler- 
mo road, in more distress and perplexity tJian ever. 
Getting home some little time before daybreak, his 
apartment afforded him the most quiet retreat. But 
liis tlioughts were all on the road back to Belmonte, 
the resting-place of his affections. A sense of honor : 
in a word, love with all its pretensions and surmises. 
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The fact was, she had made her escape from the 
caatle with Nisa, the person of all others among her 
women most in her confidence, that she mij^ht at 
least have the satisfaction uf weeping over her mia- 
fortunea without intrusion or restraint. 

lie flew, and seemed rather to throw himself 
headlong than to fall at her feet. But when he 
beheld in the expression of her countenance every 
mark of the deepest affliction, his heart was softened. 
Lovely Blanche, said he, do not, let me entreat you, 
give way to the emotions of your grief. Appear- 
ances, I own, must represent me as guilty in your 
eyes, but when you ehall be made acquainted with 
njy project in your behalf, what you consider aa a 
crime, will be transformed in your thoughts into a, 
proof of my innocence, and an evidence of my un- 
}>aralleled affection. These words, calculated, ac- 
cording to the views of Eiuiquez, to allay the grief 
of Blanche, served only to redouble her affliction. 
Fain would she have answered, but her sobs stified 
her utterance. The prince, thunderstruck at the 
death-like agitation of her frame, addressed her thus : 
What, madam, is there no possibility of tranquilliz- 
ing your agitation ? By what sad mischance have I 
lost your confidence, at the very moment when my 
crown and even my life arc at stake, in consequence 
of my resolution to hold myself engaged to you ? At 
this suggestion the daughter of Leontio, doing vio- 
lence to her own feelings, but thinking it necessary 
to explain herself, said to him: My liege, your 
assurances are no longer admissible. My destiny 






and yours are henceforwanl as &r asondPr 8S the 
polcfl. Ah ! Blanche, intemipted Enri(]uez with 
impatience, what cutting words are those, too pain- 
tul for my sense of hearing? 'Who dares step in 
between our loves ? AVho would venture to etand 
forward against the headlong rage of a ling who 
would Idndle all Sicily into a conflagration, rather 
than suffer you to be raiished fironi hia long-cherished 
ho|>es? All your power, my lie^, great as it is, 
replied the daughter of Siffredi in a tone of melan- 
choly, becomes inefficient against the obetaclea in the 
way of our union. I know not how to tell it j 
hut ... I am married to the constable. 

Married to the constable ! exclaimed the ] 
starting hack to some distance from her. He 
proceed no further in hia discourse, eo completely 
wan he thunderstruck at the intelligence, Over^ 
whehned by this unexpected blow, he felt his 
strength forsake him. His unconscious liuibs liud 
themselves without his guidance against the trunk 
ofa tree jnst behind him. Ilis countennnne was 
pallid, hia whole fi-ame in a tremor, his mind bewil- 
dered, and liis spirits depressed. With no sense or 
faculty at liberty but that of gazing, and there every 
power of his soul was suspended on Blanche, he 
made her feel most poignantly how he himself was 
agonized by the fatal event she had aimounced. 
The expression of countenance on her part was such 
as to show him tliat her emotions were not uncon- 
genial with his own. Thus did these two distressed 
lovers for a time preserve a silence towards each 
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other, which portended somethiDg of terror in its 
calmness. At length the prince, recovering a little 
from his disorder by an effort of courage, resiimed 
the discourse, and said to Blanche with a sigh. 
Madam, what have you done ? You have destroyed 
me, and involved yourself in the same ruin by y( 
credulity. 

Blanche was offended at the seeming reproacl 
of the king, when the strongest grounds of conv- 
plaint were apparently on her side. What 
lord, answered she, do you add dissimulation to 
infidehty? Would you have mc reject the evidence 
of my own eyes and ears, so as to believe you inno- 
cent in spite of their report? No, my lord, I will 
own to you such an effort of abstraction is not in my 
power. And yet, madum, replied the king, these 
witnesses by whose testimony you have been so ftdly 
convinced, are but impostors. They have been in a 
conspiracy to betray you. It is no less the fact that 
1 am innocent and faithful, than it is true that vou are 
married to the constable. What ia it you say, my 
lord? replied she. Did I not overhear you confirm- 
ing the pledge of your hand and heart to Constance ? 
Have you not bound yourself to the nobility of the 
realm, and undertaken to comply with the will of the 
late king? Has not the princess received the liom- 
age of your new subjects as their queen, and in 
quality of bride to Prince Enriquez ? Were my eyes 
then fascinated? Tell me, tell mc rather, traitor, 
that Blanche was weighed as dust in the balance of 
your heart, when compared with the attractions of a 
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throne. Without lowering yourself so far as to 
assume what you do longer feel, and what perhaps 
you never felt, own at once that the crowu of Sicily 
appeared a more tenable poaaesslou witli Constance 
than with the daughter of Leontio. You are in the 
right, my lord. My title to an illustrious tbrouc, 
and to the heart of a prince like you, stands on an 
equally precarious footing. It was vanity in the 
extreme to prefer a claim to either ; but you ought 
not to have drawn me on into error. You will recol- 
lect what alarms were my portion at the very thought 
of losing you, of which I had almost a, supernatural 
foreboding. Why did you lull my apprehensions to 
sleep I To what purpose was that delusive mock- 
ery? I might else have ac^iused Fate rather than 
yourself, and you would at least have retained an 
interest in my heart, though unaccompanied by a 
hand which no other suitor could ever have obtained. 
As we are now circumstanced, your justificntion is 
out of season. I am married to the constable. To 
relieve me from the continuance of an interview 
which casts a shade over my purity hitherto unsul- 
lied, permit me, my lord, without failing in due 
respect, to withdraw (rom the presence of a prince 
to whose addresses I am even no longer at hberty 
to listen. 

With these words, she darted away from Enriquez 
in as hurried a step as the agitation of her spirit* 
would allow. Stop, madam, exclaimed he; drive 
not to despair a prince inclined to overturn a 
throne which you reproach him for liaving preferred 
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to yourself, rather than yield to the importunities of 
his new subjects. That sacrifiee is under present 
circumstances superfluous, rejoined Blanche. The 
bond naust be broken between the eonstable and me, 
before any effect can be produced by these generous 
transport*. Since I am not my own mistress, little 
would it avail that Sicily ehould be embroiled, nor 
does it concern me to whom you give your hand. 
If I had betrayed my own weakness, and suffered 
my heart to be surprised, at least shall I muster for- 
titude enough to suppress every soft emotion, and 
prove to tiie new Idng of Sicily, that the ivife of the 
constable is no longer the mistress of Prince En- 
riquez. While this conversation was passing, they 
reached the park gate. AVith a sudden spring she 
and Nisa got within the walk. As tliey took care 
to faaton the wicket after them, the prince was left 
in a state of melancholy and stupefaction. He could 
not recover from the stunning sensation occasioned 
by the intelligence of Klanche's marriage. Unjust 
may I well call you 1 exclaimed he. You have 
buried all remembrance of our solemn engagement I 
Spite of my protestations and your own, our fates 
are rent asunder I The long-cherished hope of pos- 
sessiEig those charms was an empty phantom I Ah I 
cruel as you are, how dearly have I purchased the 
distinction of compelling you to acknowledge the 
constancy of my love I 

At that moment hia rival's happiness, heightened 
by the coloring of jealousy, presented itself to his 
mind iu all the horrors of that frantic paseion. So 
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RrbitrRry was its sway over liim for some momenW; 
that he woB on the point of saerifit'iiig the constable, 
and even SifFredi. to liis blind vengeance. Reason, 
however, cahned by little and little the violence of hia 
transports . And yet the obvious impossibility of efia- 
ejng from the mind of Blanche her natural conviction 
of hia infidelity, reduced him to despair. He tlattcrod 
himself with weaning her from her prejudices, could lie 
but converse with her eeciu^ from interruption. To 
^tahi this end, it seemed the most feasible plan to 
get rid of tlie constable. He, therefore, determined 
to have him arrested, as a person suspected of trea- 
sonable designs in the then unsettled state of public 
attUirs. The commission was g;iven to the captain 
of his guard, who went immediately to Belmonte, 
secured the person of his prisoner just as the evening 
was closing in, and carried him to the castle of 
Palermo. 

This occurrence spread an alarm at Belinonte. 
SifFredi took his departure forthwith, to offer his 
own responsibility to the king for the innocence of 
his son-in-law, and to represent in their true colors 
the unpleasant consequences attending such arbitrary 
exertions of power. The prince, who had antici- 
pated such a proceeding on the part of his minister, 
and was determined at least to secure liimseJf a free 
interview with Blanche before the release of the 
constable, had expressly forbidden any one to ad- 
dress him till the next day. But Lecjntio, setting this 
prohibition at defiance , contrived so well as to make his 
way into the king's chamber. My liege, said he, with 
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an air of humility tempered with firmneBS, if it is 
aliowable for a Bubjoct full of respect and loyalty to 
complain of liis mastei-, I have to arraign you before 
the tribuual of your own conscience. What crime 
has my aon-in-kw committed? llae your majesty 
sufficiently reflected what an everlasting reproach is 
entailed on my famdy ? Are the consequences of 
an imprisonment calculated to dingust all the most 
important officers of the state Vfith the service, a 
matter of indifference ? I have undoubted informit- 
tiun, answered the king, that the constable holds a 
criminal correspondence with the Infant Don Pedro. 
A criminal correspondence ! interrupted Leontio, 
. with surprise, Ab I my liege, give no car to the 
surmise. Your majesty is played upon. Treason 
never gained a footing in the family of Siffredi. It 
is sufficient security for the constable that he is my 
son-in-law, to place bim above all suspicion. The 
constable is innocent ; but private mctivca have 
been tbe occasion of your arresting him. 

Since you speak to me so openly, replied the 
king, I will adopt tbe same sincerity with you. 
You complain of the constable's imprisonment I Be 
it so. And have I no reason to complain of your 
cruelty? It is you, barbarous Siffredi, who have 
wrested my tranquillity from me, and reduced your 
sovereign, by your officious cares, to envy tlie low- 
liest of the human race. For do not so far deceive 
yourself as to believe that I shall ever enter into 
your views. My marriage with Constance is quite 
out of tlie question AVhat, my liege, intec- 




niptol Leontio, with an expression of hoir 
there any doubt about your marrying tlie princf 
after hniing flattered her with that hope in the J 
of your whole people? If their wishes are disap- 
pointed, rephud the king, take the credit to your- 
* self. Wiicrefore did you reduce me to the net-essity 
of j^iving them a promise my heart would not allow^ 
me to make good? Where waa the oceasion to fill 
up with the name of Constance an instrument de- 
signed i'or the elevation of yoiu- own daughter? 
You eould not be a stranger to my design ; need yoa 
have completed your tyranny by devoting Blanche 
to the arms of a man to wliom she could not give 
her heart? And what autliority have you over mine 
to disjmse of it in favor of a princess whom I detest ? 
Have you forgotten that she is the daughter of that 
cruel Matilda, who, trampliug the righta of consan- 
guinity and human nature under foot, caused my 
father to breathe his last under all the rigors of a 
hard captivity? And should I marry her I No, 
Siffredi, throw away that hope. Before the lurid 
torch of such an hymeneal shall be kindled in your 
presence, you shall behold all Sicily in flamea, 
the expiring embers quenched in blood. 

Do not my ears deceive me? exclaimed Leonl 
Ahl Sovereign, what a scene do you present i 
with I Who can hear such menaces without shud- 
dering? But I am too forward to take olann, con- 
tinued he, in an altered voice. You are in too close 
a union with your subjecta to be tlie instrument of a 
catastrophe so melancholy. You will not eu&r 
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passion to ti-iumph over your reason. Virtues like 
youra shall never lose their lustre by the tarnish of 
human and ordinary weakness. If I have given my 
daughter into the arms of the constable, it was with 
the design, my liege, of securing to your majesty a 
jxjwerful subject, able by his own valor, and the 
army under his command, to maintain your party 
against that of the Prince Don Pedro. It appeared 
to me that by connecting him with my family in so 
close a bond .... Yes, yes ! This bond, ex- 
claimed Prince Enriqucz, this fatal bond has been 
my ruin. UnfEseling friend, to aim a wound at my 
vital part I Wliat commission had you to take care 
of my interests at the expense of my affections? 
Why did you not leave me to support my preten- 
sions by my own arm ? Was there any question 
about my courage, that I should be thought incom- 
petent to reduce my rebellious subjects to their obe- 
dience? Means might have been found to punish 
tlie constable had be dared to have fallen off from 
his allegiance I I am well aware of the differ- 
ence between a lawful king and an arbitrary 
tjTant. The happiness of our iKop\e 
duty. But are we, on the other hand, to he 
slaves of our subjects? From the moment when 
are selected by Heaven for our high office, do 
lose the common privilege of nature, the birtliright 
of the human race, to dispose of our affections in 
whatsoever current they flow? Well, then ! If we 
are less our own masters than the lowest of the 
human race, take bock, Siffredi, that sovereign 
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authority you affect to ha\e secured to me by the 
wreck of my pci'aonal happiness. 

You canuot but be iicqiminted, my liege, replied 
the minister, ttmt it was on your marria^ with the 
princess, the late king, your uncle, made the aucce»- 
sion of the crown to depend. And by wliut right, 
rejoined ^Enriquez, did even he assume to himself 
so arbitrary a disposition ? Was it on such unworthy 
terms that he succeeded his brother. King Charl 
How eaine you yourself to be so besotted a» to 
of a stipulation so unjust 1 For a high ehan< 
you are not too well versed in our laws and coi 
tions. To cut tlie matter short, though I have prom- 
ised my hand to Constance, the engagement was not 
voluntary. I do not, therefore, think myself hnund 
to keep my word ; and if Don I'tib-o founds un my 
refusal any hope of succeeding to the tlu-one without 
involving the nation iu a bloody and deBtmctive con- 
test, his error will be too soon visible. The sword 
shall decide between us to whom tlie prize of empire 
may more worthily fall, Leontio could not venture 
to press him further, and confined liimself tn sup- 
plicating on his knees for the liberty of his son-in- 
law. That boon he obtained. Go, said the king to 
him. return to Belmonte, tlie constable shall follow 
you thither without delay, Tlie minister departed, 
and made the best of his way to Belnifuite, under the 
persuaaion that his son-in-law would ovei-take luni 
on the road. In this he was mistaken. Knriqucz 
was determined to visit Blanche that night, and with 
such views lie deferred the enlargement of her bus* 
band till the next morning. 
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During this time tlie feelinga of the constable were 
of the most agonizing nature. His impriaonment 
had opened his eyes to the real cause of hia misfor- 
tune. He gave himself up to jealousy without re- 
straint or remorse, nnil belieing the good faith which 
liad liitherto rendori'd liis character so valuable, his 
thoughts were all bent on liie revenge. As he con- 
jectured rightly that the king would not fall U\ recon- 
noitre Blanche's apartment during the night, it was 
his object to siuprise them together. lie, therefore, 
besought the governor of the castle at Palermo to 
allow of hia absence from the prison, on the as- 
surance of his return before daybreak. Tlie gov- 
ernor, who was devoted to hia interest, gave lua j>er- 
mission so much the more easily, as being already 
advertised that Siifredi had procured his liberty. 
Indeed he even went so far as to supply him ivith a 
horse for his journey to Belmonte. Tlic constable 
on his arrival there fitstencd hia horse to a tree. He 
then got into the park by a httle gate of which he 
had the key, and was lucky enough to shp into the 
castle without being recognized by any one. On 
reaching his wife's apartment, he concealed himself 
in the ante-chamber, behind a screen placed as if 
expressly for his use. His intention was to observe 
narrowly what was going forward, and to present 
himself on the sudden in Blanche's chamber at the 
sound of any footstep he should hear. The first 
object he beheld was Nisa, taking leave of Iier mis- 
tress for the night, and withdrawing to a closet 
where she slept. 



Sif&cdi's daughter, who had been at no loss -to 
fatliom the ineaniug iif lier hiishatid's imprisonjiicnt, 
was fully C(jii\-inced that he would not return Ui Bel- 
monte that night, although she liad heanl from her 
father of the Idug'ti assurance that the constable 
should set out immediately after him. As httle 
could she doubt but Enriquez would aTnil himeelf 
of the interval to eee and converse with her at his 
pleasure, With this expectation she awivited the 
prince's arrival, to reproach him for a line of con- 
duct Bo pregnant with ^atal consequences to herself. 
As she had anticipated, a very short time niter Nisa 
had retired, the sliding panel opene<l, and the king 
threw himself at the feet of his beloved. Madam, 
said he, condemn me not without a hearing. It ia 
true I have occasioned the constable's imprisonment, 
but then consider that it wa« the only method left me 
for my justification. Attribute, therefore, thatdesper- 
ate stratagem to yourself alone. Why did you re- 
fuse to listen to my explanation this morning ? A\r3 I 
to-morrow your husband will be liberated, and I 
shall no longer have an opportunity of addressing 
you. Hearken to mc tlicn for the l.ist time. If the 
loss of you has embittered the remainder of my days, 
vouchsafe me at least the melanchnly satisfaction of 
convincing you tliat I have not called down this mis- 
fortune on myself hy my own inconstancy. I did 
indeed confirm the pledge of my hand to Constance, 
but then it was unavoidable in the situation to which 
your fadier'a policy had reduced us. It was necee- 
tfary to put tliis imposition on the princess for your 
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interest nud for my own j to secure to yoti your 
crown, and with it the band and heart of your de- 
voted lover. 1 had flattered myself with the pros- 
pect of success. Measures were already taken to 
supersede that engagement, but you liave destroyed 
the bright illusiona of niy fancy ; and, by disposing 
of yourself too precipitately, have autedated aa 
eternity of torment for two hearts, whom a mutual 
and perfect love might have conducted to perpetual 
bliss. 

He concluded this explanation with such evident 
marks of unfeigned agony, that Blanche was affected 
by his words. She had no longer any hesitation 
about Ilia innocence. At first her joy was unbounded 
at the conviction ; but tlicn again a sense of their 
cruel cii'cumstanccs gained the ascendant over her 
mind. Ah ! my honored loiil, said slie to the prince, 
after such a determination of our destinies, you only 
inflict a new pang by informing me that you were 
not to blame. What have I done, wretched as I 
am? My keen resentment has betrayed me into 
error. I fancied myself cast off; and in the moment 
of my anger, accepted the hand of the constable, 
whose addresses my father promoted. But the 
crime la all my own, though the woes are mutual. 
Alas I In the very conjuncture when I accused you 
of deceiving me, it was my own act, too credulously 
impassioned as I was, that the ties were broken, 
which I had sworn for ever to make indissoluble. 
Take your re\enge, my lord, in yoiu- turn. Indidge 
your hatred against the ungrateful Blanche . 
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Forget .... Wliat! ami is it in my power then, 
madam ? interrupted Euriquei with a dejected air : 
how is it possible to tear a possioa &oin my heart, 
whicli even your injusti<."C had not the power of ex~ 
tinguiehing? Yet it becomoa neeessary for you to 
moke that effort, my liege, replied the daughter of 
SiiFredi, with a deep eigh .... And shall you be 
equal to that effort yourself? replied the king. I am 
not confident with myaelf for my eiiecess, answered 
ehe : but I shall spare no pains in the attainment of my 
object. All I unfeeling fair one, said the prinee, you 
will easily banish Enriquez from your remembrance, 
since you ean contemplate sucli a purpose so stctiA- 
ftistly. Whither, then, does your imagination lead? 
said Blanche, in a more decisive tone. Do you flat^ 
ter yourself that I can permit the continuance of 
your tender assiduities? No, my lord; banish that 
hope for ever from your thoughts. If I was not 
bom for royalty, neither has Heaven formed nie to be 
degraded by illicit addresses. My hueband, like your- 
self, my liege, is allied to the noble house of Anjou. 
Tliough the call of duty were less peremptory, in 
opposing an insurmountable obstacle to your insidious 
proposals, a sense of pride would hJiider me from 
admitting them, I conjure you to withdraw; we 
must meet no more. What a, barbarous sentence 1 
exclaimed the king. Ah I Blanche, is it possible 
that yon should treat nie with so mu<:h severity ? Is 
it not enough, then, to weigh nie down, that the con- 
8tiil)le should be in possession of your charms ? And 
yet you would cut me off from the bare sight of you, 
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the only comfort which reiuains to me ! For that 
very reason avoid i«y presence, answered Siffredi's 
daughter, not without aome tears of tenderness. 
The contemplation of what we have dearly loved is 
no longer a blessing, when we have lost all hope of 
the posacsaion. Adieu, my lord! Shun my very 
image. You owe that exertion to your own honor 
and to my good name. I claim it also for my own 
peace of mind : for to deal sincerely, though my 
virtue should be steady enough to combat with the 
suggestions of my heart, the very remembrance of 
your affection stirs up so cruel a conflict, that it is 
almost too much for my frail nature to support the 
shock. 

Her utterance of these words was attended with so 
energetic an action, as to overact the light placed on 
a table behin4 hci', and its fall left the room in dark- 
ness. Blanche picked it up. She then opened the 
door of tlie antechamber, and went to Nisa's closet, 
who was not yet gone to bed, for the purpose of 
lighting it again. She was now returning, jifter 
having accomplished Iier errand. The king, who 
was waiting for her impatiently, no sooner saw her' 
approacli, than he resimaed his ardent plea with her, 
to allow of his attentions. At the prince's voice, 
the constable rueheil impetuously, sword m hand, 
into the room, almost at tlie same moment with his 
bride. Advancing up to Enriquez with all the in- 
dignation whidi his fury kindled within him : This 
is too much, tyrant! cried he; flatter not yourself 
that I am cowardly enough to beiu: witli this affront 



which you liave offered to my honor. Ay I traitift'f 
answered the king, ntundiiig on liia guard, lay aeide 
the vain imagination of being able to compaaa your 
purpose with impunity. "With these mutual taunts, 
they entered on a conflict, too violent to be long 
undecideil. The constable, fearing lest Siffredi and 
Lis attendants siiould be roused too soon by the j)icrc- 
ing shrieks of Blanche, and should interpose between 
him and Ms revenge, took no care of himself. His 
frenzy robbed him of all skill. He fenced so heed- 
lessly, as to run lieadlong on hia adversary's sword. 
Tlie weapon entered his body up to the hilt. lie 
fell ; and the king instantaneously checked hia hand. 
The daughter of Leontio, touched at her hiisband'a 
condition, and rising superior to her natural repug- 
nance, threw herself on the ground, and was anxiouB 
to afford him every nsaistanee. But that Ul-fated 
bridegroom was too deeply prejudiced against her, to 
allow himself to be soilcne<i by the evidences slie 
gave 'of her sorrow and bcr pity. Death, whose 
hand he felt upon him, could not trifle the trane- 
ports of his jealousy. In these bis last monicnte, 
no image presented itself to his mind but his rival's 
success. So insufferable was that idea to him. that, 
collecting together the little strength he had left, he 
raised his sword, which he still grasped convulsively, 
and plunged it deep in Blanche's bosom. Die, said 
d he inflicted the fatal wound ; die, faithless 
bride, since the ties of wedlock were not strong 
enough to preserve to me the vow which you had 
ewom upon the altar I And as for you, Euriquez, 
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pursued lie, triimipli not too loudly on your desti- 
nies. You are prevented from taking advantage of 
my froward fortune ; and I die content. Scarcely 
did tliese words quiver on hia lips, when he breathed 
his last. Hia countenance, overcast as it was with 
the shades of death, had still something in it of fierce- 
ness and of terror. That of Blanche presented a 
quite different aspect. The wound she had received 
was mortal. She fell on the scarcely breathing body 
of her husband ; and the blood of the innocent vic- 
tim flowed in the same stream with that of her mur- 
derer, who had executed his cruel purpose bo sud- ■ 
denly that tlie king could not prevent it irom taking 
effet^. 

This ill-fiited prince uttere<l a cry at the sight of 
Blanche as she fell. Pierced deeper tlian herself by 
the stab which deprived her of life, he did his utmost 
to afford the same relief to her as she ha<l offered, 
though at 30 fatal an expense, to one who might 
have rewarded licr better. But she addressed liim 
in these words, while the last breath quivered on her 
lips : My lord, your assiduities are fruitless ; I am 
the victim. Merciless Fate demands mo, and I 
resign myself to death. May tlie anger of Heaven 
be appeased by the sacrifice, and tlie prosperity of 
your reign be confirmed. As slie was with difficulty 
uttering these last words, Leontio, drawn thither by 
the reverberation of her shrieks, came into the room, 
and, thunderstruck at the dreadfid scene before 
him, remained fixed to the spot where he stood. 
BUoche, witliout noticing his presence, went on ad- 
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dreeemg herself to the kinj;;. Farewell, prince, said 
ahej chei'ish my memory with the lendurDcss it 
deserves. My affection and my misfortunes cotitle 
me at least to that. ]i»rbor no aversion to my 
&ther ; he is innocent. Be a comfort to liis remain- 
ing days ; assuage his grief ; acknowledge his fidelity. 
Above all, convince him of my spotless virtue. 
With this I charge you, before every other consider- 
ation. Farewell, my dear Enriquez ... I am 
dying ■ . . Itecfiive my last sigh. 

Here her woi-da were intercepted by the apjiroach 
of death. For some time, the king maintained a 
sullen silence. At length he said to Siffredi, whose 
senses seemed to be locked up in a mortal trance : 
Behold, Leontio ; feetl on the contemplation of your 
own work. In this tragical event, you luay ruminate 
on the issues of your otBcious cares, and your over- 
weening zeal for my service. The old man returned 
no answer, so deeply v/aa he penetrated by his afflic- 
tion. But wherefore dwell on the description of 
circumstances, when the powers of language must 
sink under the weight of such a catastrophe? Suf- 
fice it to say, that they mutually poured forth their 
sorrows in the moat affecting terms, as soon as their 
grief allowed them to give vent to its efiusiona in 
speech. 

Throngh the whole course of his life, the king 
cherished a tender recollection of his mistress. He 
coidd not bring himself to marry Constance. The 
Infant Don Pedro combined with that princess, and, 
by their joint efforts, an obstinate attempt was made 
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to carry the will of Roger into execution ; but they 
were ronipelled in the end to give way to Prince 
Enriquez, who gained the ascendancy over all his 
enemies. As for Siffredi, tlie melancholy he con- 
tracted from having been the cause of destruction to 
his dearest friends, gave him a disgust to the world, 
and made a longer abode in his native country in- 
supportable. He turned his back on Sicily for ever ; 
and, coming over infi Spain »vith Portia, Ilia sur- 
viving daughter, purchased tliis mansion. He lived 
nearly fifteen years after the death of Blanche, and 
had the consolation, before his own death, of estab- 
lishing Portia in the world. She married Don 
Jerome dc Silva, and I am the only issue of that 
marriage. Such, pursued the T\'idow of Don Pedro 
de Pinares, is the Story of my family : a faithful 
recital of the melancholy events, represented in that 
picture, which was painted by order of my grand- 
father Leontio, as a record to his posterity of the 
fatal adventure I have related. 



CHAPTER V. 

AURORA DE OaZltAlf O.V HER j 



Ortiz, her companions, and myself, after having 
heard this tale, witlidrew together from the hall, 
where we left Aurora vrith Elvira, There they 
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lengthened out the remainder of the day in a mutnaj 
intercourse of confidetirc. They were not likely to 
be weary of each other, and on the following inom- 
ing, when wc took our leave, there was as much to 
do to part them, as if they had been two friends 
brought up in the closest babite of confidence and 
affection. 

In due time we reached SalamancA without ajiy 
impediment. There wc immediately engaged a 
ready-furnished house, and Dame OrtiK, as it had 
been before agreed, assumed the name of Donna 
Kimena dc Guzman. She had played the part of a 
duenna too long not to he able to shift her character 
according to cii-cumstanees. One morning, she went 
out with Aurora, a waiting-mrud, and a man-servant, 
and betook lierself to a lodgipg-house, where we hiul 
been informed that Pacheeo most commonly took up 
his abode. She asked if tliere was any lodging to 
be let there. The answer was in the affirmative, 
and they showed lier into a room in very neat con- 
dition, which she liired. She paid down earnest to 
the landlmly. telling her that it was for one of her 
nephews who was coming from Toledo to finish his 
studies at Salamanca, and might be expected on that 
very day. 

The duenna and my mistress, after having mndc 
sure of this apartment, went back the way they 
came, and the lovely Aurora, without the loss of 
time, mctamoqthosed herself into a spruce young 
spark. She concealed her black ringlets imdcr a 
braid of light-colored hair, the better to disguise 
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' herself ; • . ■ manufactured lier eyebrows to cor- 
respond, and dreesed herself up in such a coatume 
as to look for all tlie world as if her sex were of a 
piece with her appearance. Her deportment was 
free and easy ; bo that, with the exception of her 
face, which was somewhat more delicate than became 
the manly character, there waa nothing to lead to a 
discovery of her masquerading. The waiting-woman 
who was to officiate as page, got into her piira^ 
phemnha at the same time, and we had no appre- 
hension respecting her competency to perform her 
part. There was no danger of her beauty telling 
any tales ; and, besides, she could put on as brazen- 
iaced a swagger as the most impudent dog in town. 
After dinner, our two actresses, finding themselves 
in cue to make their first appearance on the stage, ' 
where the scene was laid in the ready-furnished 
lodging, took me along with them. We all three 
placed ourselves in the coach, and carried with us 
all the baggage wc were likely to have occasion 
for. 

The landlady, Bemarda Ramirez by name, wel- 
omed HB with a glut of civility, and led the way to 
our room, where we began to make our arrange- 
ments with her. We concluded a bargain for our 
board by the month, which she undertook should he 
suitable to our condition. Then we asked if she had 
her compliment of boarders. I have none at all at 
present, answered she. Not that there would bo any 
want nf enough, if I was of the nund to take in all 
sorts of people ; but young men of fasluoa are the 
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thing for me. I expect one of that desenption ^w 
morning : he is eoming hither from Madrid to com- 
plete liis education. Don Lewis Pacheco 1 But 
you must have lieai-d of him before now. No, said 
Aurora, I have no acquaintance whatever with the 
gentleman ; and since we are to be inmates together, 
you will do me a kjndneaa hy letting me a little into 
his character. Please your honor, replied the Lmd- 
lady, leering at this outside of a man, his figure is 
as taking as your own ; just the same sort of make, 
and about the same size. O I how well you will do 
together ! By St. James, though I say it wlio 
ehoukl not say it, I shall have about me two of the 
prettiest yoimg fellows in all Spain. Well, but 
about Don Lewis ! for ray mistress was in a fidget 
to aak the grand question. Of course ; . , , he ia 
well with the ladiea in your parts ! Enough of . . . 
of love affairs . . . on his hands I O I do not you 
be afraid of that, rejoined the old lady ; it is a for- 
ward sprig of gallantry, take my word tor it. He 
has but to show himself before the works, and the 
citadel sends to capitulate. Among the number of 
his conquests, he has got into the good graces of a 
lady, vfith as much youth and beauty as he will 
know what to do with. Her name is Isabella. Her 
father is an old doctor of laws. She ia over head 
and ears in love with liim ; absolutely out of her 
wits ! Well, but do tell me now, my dear little 
woman, inteiTupted Aurora, as if she was ready to 
burst, is he out of his wits too ? He used to be very 
fond of her, answered Bemarda Ramirez, before he 
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went last to Madrid, but whether he holds in the 
same mind atSll, I will not venture to ea,y; because 
on theae points he is not altogether to be trusted. 
lie is apt to flirt, first ^vith one woman, and then - 
with another, just as all you younjj deceivers take 
plsiafiurc in doing. You are all alike I 

The bonny widow had scarcely got to the end of 
her harangue, before we heard a noise in the court. 
On looking out at the window, behold 1 there ap- 
peared two young men dis mounting from their steeds . 
Who should it be, but the identical Don Lewis 
Paclieco, just arrived from Madrid, ivitli a seirant 
behind hira. The old lady brushed off to go and 
usher liim in ; while my mistress was putting herself 
in order, not without some palpitation of heart, to 
enact Don Felix to the best of her conceptions. 
Without waiting for any formalities, in marched 
Don Lewis to our apartment in his travelling dress. 
I have just been infonned, said he, pajing his re- 
spects to Aurora, that a young nobleman of Toledo 
takes up his abode in this house. May I take the 
liberty of expressing my joy in the circumstance, 
and hoping that we may be better acquauited ? Dur- 
ing my mistress's reply to this coniphment, it seemed 
to me as if Pacbeco did not know wiiat to make of 
so smock-fiiced a young spark. Indeed he could not 
refrain from declaring a more than ordinary admira- 
tion of an air and figure so attraetive. After abun- 
dance of discourse, with every demonstration of 
reciprocal good breeding, Don Lewis withdrew to the 
apartment pro\ided for him. 
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While lie was getting hia hoots off, and dianping^ 
his drees and linen, n, sort of a page, on the look-out 
after hira to deliver a letter, met Aurora by chance 
on the etaircasc, Ilcr he mistook for Don Lewis. 
Thinking he had found the right owner for this 
tender mcaeage, of wliich he was the Mercury, 
SofiJv ! my honored lord and master, said he, tJiongh 
I have not the honor of knowing Signor Pacheco, 
there can he no occasion for asking whether jou are 
the man. It is impossible to be mistaken in the 
guess. No, my friend, answered my mistress with 
a most happy presence of mind, aasuredly you are 
not mistaken. You acquit yourself of your embasaiea 
to a marvel. I am Don Lewis Pacheco. You may 
retire ! I will finfl an opportunity of sending an 
answer. The paga vanished, and Aurora, shutting 
herself up witli her waiting-maid and me, opened the 
letter, and read to us as follows : — " I have juat 
heard of your being at Salamanca. With what joy 
did I receive the news ! I thought I sliould have 
gone out of my senses. But do you love Isabella as 
well as ever ? Lose no time in assuring her that you 
are still the same. In good truth, she will almoet 
expire with pleasure when once she is assured of 
your constancy." 

Tliis is a mighty passionate epistle, said Aurora. 
The heart that indited it has been caught in a trap. 
This lady is a rival of no mean capacity. Ko pains 
must be spared to wean Don Lewis from her, and 
even to prevent any future intenjew. The under- 
taking is difficult, I acknowledge, and yet there 
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seems no reason to despair of the result. My mis- 
tress, taking her owii liint, fell into a fit of musing ; 
from which, liaving recovered as soon aa she fell 
into it, she added ; I will lay a wager tliey are at 
daggers drawn in less than twenty-four hours. It 
BO happened that Pacheco, after a. short repose in his 
apartment, came to look after us in ours, and entered 
once more into conversation with Am»ra before sup- 
per. My dapper little knight, said he with a rakish 
air, I fancy the poor devils of husbands and lovera 
will have no reason to hug themselves on your ar- , 
rival at Salamanca. You will make their hearts ' 
ache for them. As for myself, 1 tremble for all my 
snug arrangements. I tell you what ' answered my 
mistress with congenial spirit, your fears are not 
without their foundation. Don Felix de Mendoza 
is rather formidable, so take care what you are 
about. This is not my first visit in this country; 
the ladies hereabouts, to my knowledge, arc made of 
penetrable materials. About a month ago my way 
happened ta lie through this city, I halted for 
eight days, and you are to know . , . but you must 
not mention it . . , that I set fire to the daughter 
of an old doctor of laws. 

It was evident enough that Don Lewis was dis- 
turbed by this declaration. Might one without im- 
propriety, replied he, just ask the lady's name? 
What do you mean by impropriety? exclaimed the 
pretended Don Felix. Why make any secret about 
such a matter as that ? Do you think ;ne more of a 
Joseph than other young noblemen of my standing? 
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Have a better opinion uf my spirit. Beiiide», dW 
object, between oiirselvts, is unworthy of any gi-eat 
reserve, she ia but a little mushroom of the lower 
ranks. A man of fashion never quarrels with his 
conscience about siicJi obacure gallantries, and even 
thinks it au Itonor confei'red on a tradesman's wife 
or daughter when he leaves her without any. I sliaU, 
tlici'cfore, acquaint you in plain terms, tLit tlie name 
of the doctor's daughter is Isabella, And the doc- 
tor himself, interrupted Padieco impatiently .... 
he possibly may be Signor Murcia de la Liana? 
Precisely so, replied my aiistress. Here is a letter 
sent me just now. Head it, and then you will see 
how deeply your humble servant has dipped into her 
good graces. Don Lewis just cast his eye upon the 
note, and recognizing the handwriting, was struck 
dumb with astonishment and vexation. What is the 
matter? cried Aurora, with an air of surprise, keep- 
ing up the spirit of her assumed character. You 
ohange color I God forgive me, but you are a 
party concerned in this young lady. Ah 1 pi 
take my officious tongue for having opened 
affairs to you with so much frftDkness. 

I am very much obliged to you for it for my own 
part, said Don Lewis, in a transport made up of 
spite and rage. Traitress 1 Jilt I My dear Don 
Felix, how shall I ever requite you 1 You have 
restored me to my senses when tliey were just on 
the wing for an eternal flight. I was tickling my- 
self into a fool's paradise of credulous love. But 
love is too cold a term to express my extravagances. 
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I fancied myself adored by Isabella. Tlie creature 
had wormed herself into iny heart by feigning to 
give me her own. But now I know her clearly for 
a coquette, and as such despise her as she deserves. 
Your feelings on the occasion do you infinite credit, 
said Aurora, testifying a friendly sympathy in his 
rcaentmeot. A plodding pettifogger's wortliless 
brood might have gorged to surfeit on the love of a 
young nobleman so captivating as yourself. Her 
fickleness is inexcusable. So fiir from tiiking her 
aacrifice of yon in good part, it is my determination 
to punish her by the keenest contempt. As for me, 
rejoined Pacheco, I shall never set eyes on her again ; 
and if that is not revenge, the devil is in it. You 
are in the right, exclaimed our masquerading Men- 
doza. At the same time, that slie may fully under- 
stand how ineffably we both disdain her, 1 vote for 
sitting down, each of us, and writing her a sarcastic 
farewell. They shall be enclosed in one cover, and 
serve as an answer to her own letter. But do not 
let us proceed to this extremity- till you have exam- 
ined your heart ; it may be you will repent hereafter 
of having broken off with Isabella. No, no, inter- 
rupted Don Lewis , I am not such a fool as that comes 
to ; let it be a bargain, and we will mortify the un- 
grateful wretch as you propose. 

I immediately sent for pen, ink, and paper, when 
they sat themselves down at opposite corners tif the 
table, and drew up a most tender bill of indictment 
againi^t IJoctor Murcia de la Liana's daughter. 
Pacheco, in particular, was at a loss for language 
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forcible enough to convey liis eentimenta in all tltexr 
axyinioiiy ; away went exordium iifter exordium, to 
the tearitig and inaiiDing of five or eix fair slieetq 
before the words looked crooked enough to pies 
jealous eyes. At leugtli, however, he produced i 
epistle which came up witli liie most tragical conce 
tions. Il ran thus : " Self-knowledge is n les 
branch of wisdom, my little pliilosopher. As a c 
didate for a profesoor'a chair, lay aside the vanity ^ 
fancying yourself amiable. It requires merit < 
fiir dilfercnt compass to fix my afiections. You h 
not enough of the woman about you to afford i 
even a temporary amusement. Yet do not despair ; 
you liave a sphere of your own ; the beggarly servi- 
tors in our university have a keen appetite, but i 
very distinguishing palate." So much for this t 
gant epistle ! When Aurora had finished hef 
which iimg the changes on similar topics, she sealed 
them, wrapped tliem up together, and giving me the 
packet: There, Gil Bias, said she, take care that 
comes to Isabella's hands tliis very evening. You 
comprehend me \ added she, witli a glance from the 
comer of her eye, which admitted of no doubtful _ 
construction. Yes, my lord, answered I, your o 
mands shall be executed to a tittle. 

I lost no time in taking my departure ; no e 
in the sti-eet than I said to myself, So ho ! Master 
Gil Bias, your part llion is that of the intriguing 
footman in this comedy. Well I bo be it, my ftiend I 
sliow tliat you have wit and sense enough to top it 
over the favorite actor of the day. Signor Don 
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Felix thinks a wink as good as a nod. A lugh 
compliment to the quickness of your apprehension I 
Is he tlien in an error? No I His hint is as clear 
oa daylight. Don Lewis's letter is to drop its com- 
panion by the way. A lueid exposition of a dark 
hieroglyphic, enough to shame tlie dulncss of the 
commentators. The saeredness of a seal could never 
stand against this bright diseovery. Out came the 
single letter of Paeheeo, and away went I to hunt 
after Doctor Mun^a's abode. At the very threshold, 
whom should I meet but the little page whp had been 
at our lodging. Comrade, said I, do not you ha[>- 
pen to live with the great lawyer's daughter? Hia 
answer waa in the affirmative. I see by your coun- 
tenance, resumed I, that you know the ways of the 
world. May I beg the favor of you to slip this lit- 
tle memorandum into your mistress's hand ? 

The little page asked me on whose behalf I was a 
messenger. The nume of Don Lewis Pacheco had 
no sooner escaped my lips, than he told me, Since 
that is the case, follow me ; I have orders to show 
you up i Isabella wanta to confer witli you. I was 
introduced at once into a private apartment, where 
it wa»not long-heft)re-the4»dy-ber8elf_madc.lici:.aiK 
peazance. The beauty of her face was inexpressibly 
atriking ; I do not recollect to havc~B'ecn morelovcty 
features. Her manner was somewhat mincing and 
infantine, and yet for all that it had been thirty good 
years at least since she had mewled and piJced in her 
nurse's arms. My friend, said she with an encour- 
aging smile, arc you on Don Lewis Pachcco's estab- 
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lishment? I told lier I had been in office for these 
three 'weeks. With this I fired off my paper popgun 
against her peace. She read it over two or three 
tinies, but if she liad rubbed her eyes till doomsday 
she would have seen no clearer. In point of feet, 
nothing could be more unexpected than so cavalier 
an answer. Up went her eyes towards the heavens, 
appealing to their rival lutninariea. The ivory ■ 
fences of her pretty mouth committed alternate tres- 
pass on her soft and sufl'ering lips, and her whole 
physiognomy bore witness to the panga of her dis- 
tressed and disappointed heart. Then coming to 
herself a little, and recovering lier speech, My 
friend, said slie, has Don Lewis taken leave of his 
senses? Tell me, if you can, his motive for so 
heroic an epistle. If he is tired of me, well and 
good, but he uiigbt have taken his leave like a gen- 
tleman. 

Madam, said I, my master most assuredly has not 
acted as I should lia^e acted in liis place. But he 
has in some sort been compelled to do as he hap 
done. If you would give me yoiu- word to keep 
the secret, I con Id unra^-el the whole mystery. 
You have it at once, interrupted slie with eager- 
ness ; depend on it you sliall be brought into no 
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scrape by mc, therefore explain yourself without 
reserve. Well then ! replied I, tlie fiict ia. without 
paraphrase, circumlocutiun. loss of time, or perplex- 
ity of understanding, as I shall distinctly state in 
two short Avords : Not half a minute after the re- 
ceipt of your letter, there came into our huusc a 
lady, under a veil as impenetrable aa her purpose 
was dark. She enquired for Signer Pacheeo, and 
talked with him in private fi»r eonie time. At the 
close of the conversation, I overheard her saying, 
You swear to me never to sec her more ; but we * 
must not stop there : to set my heart completely at 
rest, you must instantly write her a farewell letter 
of my dictating. You know my terms. Don Lewis 
did as she desired; then, giving tlie result into my 
custody, Acquaint yourself, said he, where Doctor 
Murcia de la Liana lives, and contrive to administer 
this love potion to his daughter Isabella. 

You see plainly, madam, pursued I, that this un- 
civil epistle is a rival's handiwork, and that, conse- 
quently, my master is nut so much to blame as he 
appears. O Heaven t exclaimed she, he ia more so 
than I was aware of. His words might have been 
the error of his hand, but his infidelity is the offence 
of his heart. Faitldess man ! Now ne ia held by 
other ties ! . . . . But, added she, assuming an air 
uf disdain, let liim demote liimeelf unconstrained to 
his new passion ; I shall never cross him. Tell 
liitii, however, that he need not have insulted mc. 
I should hai'c left the coiu-se open to my rival, with- 
out his warning me from the field : for so fickle a 
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lover haa not bouI enough about Wm'to pay for tire- 
degradatiou of solicitiug hia return. With tlua aen- 
tuuent alie ga\'e uie my dianiissal, and retired in a 
i-wliirlwind of paasion against Don Lewis. 

My exit was conducted entirely to my own sati»- 
iaction, for I concei\cd that with due cultivation of 
toy talent I might in time become a conaiuninatc 
'4iypocrite and most successful cheat. I returned 
liome on the strength of it, where I found ray worthy 
■tnaster Mendoza and Paclieeo supping together, 
»nd rattling away as it tliey luid been plaj-iellowa 
from tlieir cradlee. Atirnra saw at once, by my 
eelf-aufficieut air, that her commission had not been 
neglected in my bands. Here you are again then, 
Gil Bias, said she ; give us an acc<3unt of your em- 
haasy. Wit and invention was all I liad tu trust to, 

I told them I had delivered the packet into lean 
tella'a own hands; who, after having glanced over 
ihe contents of the two letters, so far from seeming 
disconcerted, burat into a fit of laughter, as if she 
had been mad, and said. Upon my word, our 
young men of faaliion write in a pretty style. It 
must be owned they are much mpre entertaining than 
Bcribea of plebeian rank. It was a very good way of 
'getting out of the serapo, exclaimed my mistress ; she 
must be an arrant coquette. For my part, said Don 
Lewis, I cannot trace a feature of Isabella in tiua 
conduct. Her character must have been completely 
metamorphosed in my abaence. She atruck me, too, 
■cry different light, replied Aurora, It must 
A)e allowed some women can assume all modes and 
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fashions at will. I was once in love with one 
that description, and a fine dance Bhc led uie. 
Slafi, can you tell the whole sWtiy? She had 
air of propriety about her which might have imposed 
upon a whole synod of old maids. It is true, said 
I, putting in my oar ; it was a face to play the devil 
with a sworn bachelor : I could acarcely have been 
proof against it myself. 

The personated Mendoza and Pacheco shouted 
with laughter at my manner of expressing myself; 
the one for the false witness I bore Against a culprit 
of my own creation ; the other laughed simply at 
the phrase in which my anathema was couched. 
We went on talking about the versatility of women ; 
and the verdict, after hearing tlie evidence, all on 
one aide, was given against Isabella. A convicted 
coquette ! and sentence passed on lier accordingly. 
Don Lewis made a fresh vow never to see her more, 
and Don Felix, after bis example, swore to hold her 
in eternal abhorrence. By dint of these mutual 
protestations, a sort of friendsliip was established on 
tlie spur of tlie oe^asion, and they promised on both 
sides to keep no secrets from each other. The timt 
after supper passed in ingratiating intercourse, 
the time seemed short till they retired to their sej 
rate apartments. I followed Aurora to hers, wh( 
1 gave her a faithful account of my conversatij 
with tlie doctor's daughter, not forgetting the m( 
trivial circumstance. She had much ado to hel] 
kissing me for joy. My dear Gil Bias, said slie, 
I am delighted with your spirit. "When one has 
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the miafortmic to be engaged in a paseion not W^ 
gratified but by etrat-tgeius, what an adianlage is it 
to secure on the right side a. lad of so enterprising a 
genius as yourself. Courage, my friend ! we have 
thrown a rival into the baek ground, whose presence 
in the sceue might have marred our comedv. So 
ftr, all ia well. But as lovers are subject to strange 
vagaries, it seems to me that we must make short 
work of it, and bring Aurora de Guzman on the 
stage to-morrow. The idea met with my entire 
approbation ; so, leaving Signor Don Felix with his 
page, I withdrew to bed m an adjoining cloeet^ 



CHAPTER VT. 
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The two new friends met as soon as they came 
down in the morning. The ceremorues of the day 
began with rcciproeal embraces, about wliich it was 
impossible for Amora to be squeamish, for then Don 
Felix must have dropped the mask altogether. They 
went out and walked about town arm in arm, 
attended by CluJindron, Don Lewis's footman, and 
myself. We loitered about the gates of the univer- 
sity, looking at some posting-billa and advertise- 
ments of new publications. There were a good 
many people amusing themselves, like us, with 
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. iQg over the contents of these placards. Among 
reat, my eye was caught by n little fellow wlio 
giving hia opinion very learaedly on the worl 
exposed for sale. I observed liim to be heard with 
profound attention, and conld not help remarking 
bow amply he deserved it in hia own opinion. He 
was evidently a complete coxcomb, of an arrogant 
and dictatorial stamp, the common curae of your 
gentry under size. This new translation of Horace, 
said he, announced here to the public in letters of a 
yard long, is a prose work, executed by an old col- 
lege author. The students have taken a great fancy 
to the book, so as to carry off four editions ; but 
not a copy has been bought by any man of taste ! 
His criticisms were scarcely more candid on any of 
the other books ; be mauled them svery one without 
mercy. It was easy enough to see he was an au- 
thor I I should not have been sorry to have staid 
out hia harangue, but Don Lewis and Don Felix 
were not to be left in the lurch. Now, they took as 
little pleasure in this gentleman's remarks as they 
felt iuterest in the books which he was Scaligerizing, 
so that they took a quiet leave of h j in and the uni- 
versity. 

We returned home at dinner-time. My mistress 
sat down at table with Pacheco, and dexterously 
turned the conversation on her private concerns. 
My father, said she, is a younger branch of the 
Mendoza family, settled at Toledo, and my mother 
is own sister to Donna Kimenade Guzman, who came 
to Salamanca some days ago on an affair of business, 
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with her niece Aurora, only daughter of Don Vhi- 
cent de Guzman, whom possibly vou might be 
ii<iqainted witii. No, answered Don Lewis ; but I 
have often heard of him, as well as of your cousin 
Aurora, Is it true what they say of her ? Her wit 
and beauty are reported to be unrivalled. As for 
wit, replied Don Felix, ehe certainly ia not wanting, 
for she hae taken great pains to cultivate her mind ; 
but her beauty is by no means to be boasted of — in- 
deed we are thought to be very much alUcc. If that 
is the case, exclaimed Pacheco, she cannot be behind- 
hand with her reputation. Your features are regular, 
your complexion almost too fine for a man : your 
cousin must be an absolute enchantress. 1 should 
like to see and converse with her. That you shall, 
if I have any interest in the fiimily, and this very 
day, too, replied the little I'rotcus of a Mendoza. 
"We will go and see my aunt after dinner. 

My mistress took the first opportunity of chang- 
ing the topic and conversing on indifferent subjects. 
In the afternoon, while the two friends were getting 
ready to go and call on Donna Ximena, I played 
the scout, and ran before to prepare the duenna for 
her visitors. But there was no time to be lost on 
my return, for Don Felix was waiting for me to 
attend Don Lewis and him ou their way to his 
aunt's. No sooner had they stepped over the 
threshold than they were encountered by tlie adroit 
old lady, making signs to them to walk as softly aa 
possible. Hush 1 hush 1 said she, in a low voice ; you 
will waken my niece. Ever since yesterday ; she 
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has had a (IrcndM headache, but is just now a little 
better ; and tlie poor girl liaa been taking a little 
sleep for the hist quarter of an hour. I iim sorry 
for this unlucky accident, said Mendoza ; I was in 
hopes we should have seen my cousin ; besides, I 
meant to have introduced my friend Pachecc. There 
18 no aueh great hnrry on that account, answered 
Ortiz, with a significant smile ; and if that is all, you 
may defer it till to-morrow. The gentlemen did not 
trouble the old lady with a long visit, but took their 
leave as soon as tliey decently could, 

Don Lewis twjk us to sec a young gentleman of 
his acquaintance, by name Don Gabriel do Pedros. 
There we staid the remainder of the day, and took 
our suppers. About two o'clock in the morning we 
sallied fuith on our return home. Wc had got 
about half way, when we stumbled against some- 
thing on the ground, and discovered two men 
stretched at their length in the street. We con- 
cluded they had fallen under the knife of the asaas- 
sin, and stopped to assist them, if yet within reach 
of assistance. As we were looking about to inform 
ourselves of tlieir condition as nearly as the dark- 
ness of the night woidd allow, the patrol came up. 
The officer took us at first for the murderers, and 
ordered his people to surround us ; but he mended 
his opinion of us on the sound of our voices, and by 
favor of a dark lantern held up to the face of Men- 
doza and Paelieco, His myrmidons, by his direc- 
tion, examined the two men, whom our fancies had 
painted as in the agonies of death ; but it turned out 
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to be a fat licenciate with hie servant, both of fliein 
overtakSn in their cupa, and not dead, but dead 
dmnk. Gentlemen, exclaimed one of the pusee, 
thia jolly fellow is an acquaintance of mine. \VTiat ! 
do you not know Signor Guyomer the licentiate, 
head of om- university ? With all hia inaperfectiona 
he ia a great character — a man of superior genius. 
He 19 as etauncb as a hound at a philosophical dis- 
pute, and his words flow like a gutter after a hail- 
storm. He has but three foibles in which he in- 
dulges : intoxication, litigation, and fornication. 
He ia now returning from supper at his Isabella's, 
whence, the more ia the i>ity, the drunk was leading 
the drunk, and tlicy both fell into the kennel. Before 
the good licentiate came to tlie headship this hap- 
pened continually. Though nianHcrs make the man, 
honors, you perceive, do not always mend the man- 
ners. We left these drunkards in custody of the 
patrol, wlio carried them safe home, and betook 
ourselvea to our lodging and our beds. 

Don Felix and Don Tjewis were stirring about 
mid-day. Aurora de Guzman was the first topic of 
their conversation. Gil Bias, said my mistress to 
me, run to my aunt. Donna Kimena, and ask if 
there is any admission for Signor Pacheeo and me 
to-day, we want to sec my cousin. Off I went to 
acquit myself of this commission, or rather to con- 
cert the plan of the campaign with the duenna. We 
had no sooner laid our heads together to the purpose 
intended, than I was once more at the elbow of tlie 
false Mendoza. Sir, quoth I, your cousin Aurora 
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has got about wonderfully. She enjoined me from 
her own lipa to acquaint you that your vieit could 
not be otherwise than highly acceptable, and Dunna 
Kimena desired me to assure Signor Pachecx) that 
any friend of youre would always meet with a hos- 
pitable reception. 

These last words evidently tickled Don Lewis'* 
fancy. My mistress saw that the hivit was, swal- 
lowed, and prepared herself to luvul the prey to 
shoro. Jiifit before dinner, a servant made liis ap- 
pearance from Signora Kimcna, iuid said to Don 
Fells, My lord, a man tram Toledo has been inquir- 
ing after you, and has left this note at your aunt's 
house. The pretended JMendoza opened it, and 
read tlic contents aloud to the following effect : 
"If your father and family atill live in yoiir remem- 
brance, and yon wish to hear of their concerns, do 
not fail, on the receipt of this, to call at tlte Black 
Horse, near tlie university." I am too much inter- 
ested, said he, in these proffered communieations, 
not to satisfy my curiosity at once. Without cere- 
mony, Pacheco, you must excuse me for the pres- 
ent; if I am not back again here within two hours, 
you may find your way by yourself to my aunt's ; I 
will join the party in the evening. You recollect 
Gil Bias' message from Donna Kimeua ; the visit is 
DO more than what will be expected from you. 
After having thrown out this hint, he left the room, 
and ordered me to follow him. 

It can scarcely be necessary to apprise the reader, 
that instead of marching down to the Black Horse, 



892 «"• BLAS. 

we filed off to our otlier quarters. The moment 
tliat we got within doors, Aurora tore off Kcr artificiiU 
hair, waahed the charcoal from her eyebrows, : 
Bumed her teinale attire, and shone in all her 
ohani^, a lovely, dark-complexioned gii-l. So c 
plete, indeed, had been her disguise thst Au] 
and Don Felix could never have been suspt 
identity. The lady seemed to have the advantf 
of the gentleman even in stature, thanks to a 
high pair of heels, tu which she was not a 
indebted. It was her first business to heighten 1 
personal graces with all the embellishments of a 
after which she looked out for Don Leivis, in a state 
of agitation, compounded of fear and hope. One 
instant she felt confident in her wit and beauty ; ) 
next, slie anticipated tlie failure of her att< 
Ortiz, on her part, set her best foot foremost, . 
was detenninetl to play up to my mistress. As j 
me, Pacheco was not to see my knave's face till 1 
last act of the farce, for which the great actora j 
always reBcr\-e<l, to unravel the intricacy of the t 
ao I went out immediately after dinner. 

In short, the puppet-show was all adjusted a 
Don Lewis's arrival. He experienced a 
gracious reception from the old lady, in amGndaJ 
whose tediousuess he was blessed with two or tl 
hours of Aurora's delightful conversation, 
they had been together long enough, in pop] 
with a message to the enamoured spark. My Id 
my master Don Felix begs you t«i thousand pardei 
bat lie cannot have the pleasure of waiting on 1 
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here ttia evening. He ia with three men of Toledo, 
from whom lie cannot possibly get away, ! the 
wicked little rogue, exclaimed Donna Kimcna; aa 
em^ as a gun, then, he is going to make a nigtt of 
it. No, madam, replied I, they are deeply engaged 
in very aerioua business. He is really distressed 
that he cannot pay Ida respects , and commissioned 
me to say everything proper to your ladyship and 
Donna Aurora. O I I will have none of his ex- 
cuses, pouted out my misti-ess ; he knows very well 
that I have been indisposed, and might show some 
slight degree of feeling for so near a relation. Aa 
a punishment, he shidl not come near me for tliia 
fortnight. Nay, madam, interposed Don Lewis, 
such a sentence ia too severe. Don Felix's fate is 
but too pitiable, in having been deprived of your 
societythis evening. 

They bandied about tlieir fine speeches on these 
little topics of gallantry for some time, and then 
Pacheeo withdrew. The lovely Aurora metamor- 
phosed herself in a twinkling, and resumed her 
swashing outside. Tlie grass did not grow under 
her feet while she waa running to the other lodging. 
I have a million of apologies to make, my dear 
friend, said she to Don Lewis, for not giving you the 
meeting at my aunt's ; but there was no getting rid 
of the tiresome people I was with. However, there 
is one comfort, you have had so much the more 
leisure to look about you, and criticise my cousin's 
beauty. Well, and how do you like her? She ia a 
—most lovely creature, answered Pacheeo. You wei 
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in the riglit to claim a reseniblance to her. I 
saw more correspondent features : tlie very 
cast of countenance, the eyea exactly alike, 
mouth evidently a family feature, and the tone of 
voice scarcely to be diatingiiiahcd. The likeness, 
however, goes no further, for Aurora is taller than 
you, she m brown and you are fair, you are a jolly 
fellow, slie has a little touch of the demure ; so that 
you are not altogether the male and female Sosias. 
As for good sense, continued he, if an angel from 
heaven were to whisper ivHsdom in one ear, and your 
cousin her mortal chit-chat in the other, I am afraid 
the angel might whistle for an audience. In a word, 
Aurora is all-accomplished. 

Signor Paelieco uttered these last words with ao 
earnest an expression, that Don Felix said witli a 
smile: My friend, I advise you to stay away 
Donna Kimcna's ; it will be more for your p( 
mind. Aurora de Guzman may set your 
wandering, and inspire a passion . . . 

I have no need of seeing her again, interrupted 
he, to become 'distractedly enamoured of her. I am 
sorry for you, replied the pretended Mendoza, for 
you are not a man to be seriously caught, and my 
cousin ia not to be made a fool of, take my word for 
it. She would never encourage a lover whose 
designs were otherwise than honorable. Otherwise 
than honorable I retorted Don Lewis ; who could 
have the audacity to form such on a lady of her rank 
and character? As fur me, I should esteem myself 
the liappiest of mankind, could she be prevailed «H1 
to favor my addreascs, and link her fate with 
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Since tliose are your BcntimGtite, rejoined Don 
Felix, you may command my eervices. Yes, I will 
go heart and hand with you in the business. All 
my interest in Aurora shall be yours, and by to- 
morrow morning I will commence an attack on my 
aunt, whose good word has more influence than you 
may think. Pacheco returned his thanks with the 
best air possible to this young go-between, and we 
were all agog at the promising appearance of our 
stratagem. On the following day we foimd the 
means of heightening the dramatic effect by en- 
tangling the plot a little more. My mistress, after 
having waited on Donna ICimena, as if to speak a 
good word in favor of the suitor, came back with 
the result of the intcrview^. I have spoken to my 
aunt, said she, but It was oa much as I could do to 
make her hear yom* proposal with patience. She 
was primed and loaded against you. Some good- 
natured friend in the dark has painted you out for a 
reprobate ; but I took your part witii some little 
quickness, and at length succeeded in vindicating 
your moral cliaracter from the attack it had sus- 
tained. 

This is not all, continued Aurora. You had bet^ 
ter enter on the subject with my aunt in my presence ; 
we shall be able to make something of her between 
UH. Pacheco was all impatience to insinuate him- 
self into the good graces of Donna Kimena; nor 
was the opportunity deferred beyond the next morn- 
ing. Our amphibious Mendoza escorted him into 
the presence of Dame Ortiz, where such a conversar- 
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tion passed Iwtween tlie trio as put fire and tow to 
the combustible heart of Don Lewis. Kii»ena, it 
veteran perfonuer, took the cue of sympathy at every 
expression of tenderness, and promised the enamoured 
youth tliat it should not be her fault if his plea with 
her niece was urged in vain, Paclieco tlirew him- 
self at the feet of so good an aunt, and thanked her 
for all her favors. In this stage of tlie business Don 
Felix asked if his cousin was up. No, replied the 
Duenna, she is still in bed, and is not likely to be 
down stairs while you stay ; but call again after din- 
ner, and yon shall have a, tete-a^t^te with her to 
your heart's content. It is easy to imagine that so 
coming on a proposal from the dragon which was to 
guard this inaccessible treasure, produced its full 
complciuent of joy in tho heart of Don Lewis. The 
rcmaiudcr of the long morning had nothing to do 
but to be sworn at ! He went back to bis own 
lodging with Mendoza, who was not a little enrap- 
tured to observe, with the scrutinizing eye of a mis- 
tress under the disguise of a friend, all tlie symptoms 
of an incurable amorous infirmity. 

Their tongues run on no earthly subject but 
Aurora. When they had done dinner, Don Felix 
said to Pacheco : A thought has just struck me. It 
would not be amiss for me to go to my amit's a few 
minutes before you ; I will get to speak to my 
cousin in private, and pry, if it be possible, into 
every fold and winding of her heart, as far aa your 
interests arc concerned. Don Lewis just cliimed in 
with tliis idea, ao tliat he suffered hia friend to set 
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oat first, anil did not follow him till an hour after- 
wards. My mistress availed herself ao diligently of 
the interval, that she was tricked out aa a lady from 
heel to point before the arrival of her lover, I beg 
pardon, said the poor abused inamorato, after having 
paid Lis compliments to Aurora and the duenna, I 
took it for granted Don Felix would be here. Ypu 
wiU see him in a few seeonds, answered Donna 
Kimena ; he is writing in my closet. Paeheco was 
easily put off with the excuse, and found his time 
pass cheerfully in conversation with the ladiea. And 
yet, notwithstanding the presenc* of all hia eoul held 
dear, it seemed very strange that hour after hour 
glided away but no Mendoza stepped forth from the 
filoset ! He could not help remarking, that the 
gentleman's correspondence must be unusually 
voluminous, when Aurora's features all at once 
assumed the broader contoiu- of a laugh, witJi a 
delightftdly provoking qiieetion to Don Ijewia : Is it 
possible that love can be so blind aa not to detect 
the glaring imposition by whicli it liaa been deluded? 
Has my real self made so feint an impression on 
your senses, that a flaxen peruke and a pencilled 
eyebrow could carry the iarce to aueh a height ae 
this ? But the masquerade ia over now, Paeheco, 
continued she, resuming an air of gravity ; you are 
to learn that Dun Felix de Mendoza and Aiu-ora de 
Gruzman are but one and the same person. 

It was not enough to discover to him all the 
epringa and contrivances by which he liud been 
duped ; she confessed the motives of tender partiality 



that led her to the attempt, and detailed the pro^«89 
of the plot to the winding up of the catastrophe. 
Don Lewis Bcareely knew whether to be most 
astonished or delighted at tlie recital ; at my mis- 
tress's feet he thus uttered the transports of liis fond 
applause : Ah I lovely Aurora, can 1 believe myself 
indeed the happy mortal on whom your favors have 
been so lavislied? What can I do to make you 
amends for them? My affection, were this life 
eternal, could scarcely pay the price. These pretty 
BpeechcB were followed by a thousand others of the 
same quality and t«xturc; after which, the lovers 
descended a little nearer to common sense, and began 
planning the rational and human means of arriving 
at the accomplishment of their wishes. It was 
resolved that we should set out without loss of time 
for Madrid,, where marriage -waa to drop the curtain 
on the last act of our comedy. This purpose waa 
executed in the spirit of impatience which conceived 
it, so that Don Leivia was united to my mistress in 
a fortnight, and the nuptial ceremonies were graced 
with the usual accompaniments of music, feasting, 
balls, and rejoicings, without either end or respite. 
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